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The Faith of a true Believer, 


F Own, acknowledge, and deſire for ever to 

\ adore, worthip and glorifie one only true God, 
who was from everlaſting, is now, and will, 
be for ever, when time ſhall ceaſe to be: 1 
own; he dwelt in the upper Regions in Light in- 
acceſſable, before the Creation of the World, and 


+ Jhimſelf alone, Ten Thouſand times Ten Thouſand 


hat he was infinitely happy in the Enjoyment of 


ges ago, as he ſtill continues at this very Day. 1 


and.Seas, that is to ſay, the whole Univerle, with 
> Wil the Creatures therein, both viſible and inviſi- 
ble, out of a confuſed Chaos: I own, That he 
Neaus'd Light to ſpring forth out of Darkneſs, and 
Irhought fit as it were to call a Council of the Tri- 


the Duſt ofthe Earth, and gave him Dominic 
Jover all his Creatures: And that he made Woman 
out of Man, and plac'd them in the delightful Gars 
I denof Eden; where after having continu'd long in 


all their Poſterity had a Curſe intail'd on- 


2Kkcknowledge, That he created the Heavens, 'Earth 


nity for the making of Man, whom he form'd of 


- | 


. — o 
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a happy State, they might have been at laſt tranfla* „ 
I ted to a more conſummate Bliis in the Heayenly: | 

- {Manfions, had they not preſum d to eat the forbid- 
Aden Fruit. I confeſs, by their fatal rale ee 
that by the Sweat of their Brows they wen, 5 
0 © B tber 
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1 their Bread, and that the Female Sex ſhould N 
tortli Children in Sorrow. I alſo readily own, Tha 
by the ſame Fall, Mankind's Title to Glory was for 
ever forfeited, had not the Almighty and moſt 
gracious God Jehovah, in the fulneſs of time ſent 
his only begotten Son, out of his own Eternal Bo- 
ſom, tobe born ofa Woman, on purpoſe to take 
our Nature upon him; to live a mean, poor, and 
to Worldly Appearance, a deſpiſable Life here on 
Earth, and at laſt to ſuffer an ignominious Death 
on the Croſs between Two Malefactors; pouring 
out his moſt precious Blood once tor all, as a full, 
perfect and ſufficient propitiatory Sacrifice for the 
Sins of the whole World. (= | 
I believe, this only one God, who is a Spirit infi- 
- nitely glorious, to be one in Nature, and yet Three 
in Perions or Subſiſtences, after a wonderſul and 
myſterious manner, that is to ſay, God the Father 
Almighty maker of Heaven and Earth; God the 
Son begotten of the Father before all Worlds, the 
Redeemer and Saviour of Mankind, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, the Sanctifier of all the elect People: I allo 
own, That this alEwiſe God the Father, with his 
Jg Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and the Divine and 
: Prer-blefled Spirit, are to be eſteem'd Co- equal, 
with reſpect to their Godhead, Eternity, Glory, 
| Majeſty, Power and other Attributes, I acknow- 
_ ledge, that the ſame gs our great Creator is, the ſame 
is our Redeemer, and the ſame is our Sanctifier, anc 
that the Omaipotent Jehovah, with Immanuel his 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt the Paraclet are all Three 
Eternal, and yet but one Eternal God; that the) 
die Three'icconceivable Perſons, and yet but Oni 


18 
. 6 


third Day, and triumphantly aſcended into Heaven, 


g that all Perions that ever liv'd in this ſublu ha 


ark oh | 3 | ] | 
inconceivable 3 that they are Three All- powerful 
and yet but One All- powerful; that they are Three 
Makers of Heaven and Eatth, and yet but One Mas 
ker of Heaven and Earth; and that this holy, bleſs 
ſed and glorious Trinity ought always to be adot'd 
by the Faithful, ſo as neither to divide the Subs 
ſtance, nor confound the Perſons. | 

I firmly believe the Incarnation of the Seconll 
Perſon of the ever - bleſſed Trinity; that after his 
bitter, cruel, yet patient and meritorious Death, 
he victoriouſſy deſcended into Hell, continu'd fot 
ſome time m theState of the Dead, roſe again the 


there to make Interceſſion for all thoſe that apply 
to him with a true and lively Faith: And that at 
the laſt Day this our great manuel, or God: mag, 
being cloattied with infinite Majeſty and Glory, ſnall 
ſit on the Throne of the higheſt Heaven, to judge 
the Secrets of all Hearts, not after the Judgment 
of a frail mortal Man, but according to the Divine 
Will of a moſt juſt, All. powerful and Ever. living 
God. I acknowledge the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Ecernal Comforter, upon the Apoftles 
on the Day of Pextecoſf, and from that time the 
Conſtitution of a Catholick andApoſtolickChorchy 
which is to continue to the end of the World, and 
the Members of it to maintain a conftant Come 
munion one with another. OS 


' Laſtly, 1 acknowledge the rem1 om of Lins, ant 
fpiritual Regeneration by Baptiſm, and I] believs 


World (hill be rais'd again with their Bodies ant 
appear before the dreadful Tribunal of Heaven, 
give a ſtrict account of a” orks: Aad'tbar ung 


8 nnn 
che final Sentence pronounc'd by the Soveraign 
Judge, the Righteous ſhall be crowned with ever- 
laſting Glory and Immortality, and filbd with the 
Admiration of the Divine Perfections; but the 
Wicked ſhall be caſt from the Preſence of God into 
utter Darkneſs, there to endure endleſs and inex- 
preſſible Torments, 8. 
Theſe are the chief Articles requiſite to be ſub- 
ſcrib'd by every true Believer, and whoever has 
not this Faith, is an Alien to the Common-wealth 
of Iſrael, and out of the Pale of Chriſt's Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, let his Opinion bear any Denomi- 
nation whatſoever : For it is not every one that 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and profeſſes to believe 
the Articles of his Creed, ſhall be acquitted at the 
great and terrible Day; but they and they only, 
| who ſtedfaſtly betieve, and crder their Lives and 
| Converſations, agreeably to ſuch a ſound Faith, 


that hall enjoy the moſt comfortable Preſence of 
God to all Eternity. 


a 
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A Serious Meditation of a Devout Chriſtian, 


CHAP. II. 


My Soul, why art thou fo drouſie and 
| heavy ; what dark Clouds are thoſe that 
| have drawn ſo black a Vail, over ſo Divine a Ray? 
Let thy aſpiring Thoughts ſoar above this ſubluna- 
| Ty World, and view the Son of God, by the Eye of 
Faith in all his tranſcendent Glories 3 diſperſe thoſe 
gloomy Shades of Sin, that hinder thee from tak- 

ing a fair Proſpect of the Heavenly Canaan, Why 
. 5 94 alt 
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art thou ſo fond of fleeting tranſitory Enjoyments, 
and art link'd ſo faſt to the Clods of Earth? Are 
there any Charms here below, capable of giving 
thee Satisfaction equal to the Joys above? If not, 
2 what Dreams are theſe, what falſe Deluſion is that, 
© IF which eggs thee on to Folly F O mourn and 
grieve, and cloſe with Chriſt, the Eternal Son of 
the Living God; view his Croſs with bitter Groans 
and Tears; addreſs thy ſelf to the great God Jeho- 
vah, and cry aloud to him for help, in ſome ſuch 
Expreſſions as theſe ; | 
© Behold a poor trembling Soul, newly eſcapid 
© from the Borders of Deſtruction ; behold the de- 
* fac*'d Image of the Divine Creator cloath'd with 
© Shame and Confuſion : I come unto thee O Fa- 
ther, in the Name of thy beloved Son JeſusChriſt, 
© pleading no Deſerts of my own , but craving one 
© drop of Blood, one drop of that moſt precious 
© Blood, which flow'd from his recking Wounds; 
to cleanſe me from all my Guilc : It is by thee, 
- and thee alone, moſt bleſſed Redeemer, that I can 
be ſav'd, or reſcu'd from everlaſting Perdition, 
and the gaping Mouth of the bottomleſs Pit. 
O thou Fountain of Love, what Streams of 
Mercy flow from thee ! Where ſhall 1 fly for help, 


4 © but to the Rock of my Salvation? Let thole 
it © Drops of Crimſon - Sweat that trickled down thy 
> © olorious Cheeks,atone for my paſs'd Offences, tho 
8 © never ſo great; look upon me in the Bowels of 
N. thy Mercy, as one of the Candidates of Heaven:? 
ſe © Inflame my Heart with ſuch an ardent Affection 
c- c towards thee, that I loving and revering thee: 
y above all things in the World, may at the end af} 
t my Chriſtian Race, be reſreſſi d with the tranſpoſt 
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* ing Streams of everlaſting Glory; let Peace attend 
me here on Earth, and let Legions of glorify'd 
Spirits be my familiar Companions, when I ſhall 
FE be tranſlated to that Heavenly Quite above, Where 
Angels ſing aloud the everlaſting Praiſes and Hal- 
| © lelujahs of an Eternal God: Let every Moment 
* of my Life be conſecrated to thy Service; infuſe 
e into my Soul ſuch an unfeigned Love for the diſ- 
t conſolate Members of Chriſt, as to be always rea- 
ft dy to diſtribute my Superfluities to the Neceſlities | 
F of the Poor; let Moderation be my Guide amidſt 
tz the greateſt Careſſes and Endearments of Life: 
Let Juſtice be my Compaſs, by which I may ſteer 
Fmy Courſe in the deep Channel of a perfidious 
| Age; and then I ſhall bid Adieu to thoſe vain 
Delights, which charm in Health, but ſting 
” £ when Death makes his ghaſtly Approaches, 
| Farewell then frivolous World, with all thy 
E pompous Vanities, I am now fully reſolv'd tothrow 
my ſelf into the Arms of my Soveraign Maker; and 
ſince all my Troubles here, are only the kind Frowns 
+ of Heaven, to wean my Inclinations from the allure- 
ments of Sin, may no falſe Alarms diſturb my pri- 
vate Peace, but let my Soul be kept within the 
* Bounds of Faith, which will conſtantly bear me up 
n all the Storms of Adverlity, Sing aloud O my 
Soul, that thou can'ſt ſacrifice all that is dear to 
thee, for the Love of thy bleſſed Jeſus; it ãs none 
but thou O Lord, that can'ſt make ſuch Prodigies of 
Patience and Self. reſignation; I know it is the Pow- 
er of thy Grace only, that can implant ſuch a Love 
in my Heart, as to lay down my Life for thee. 
Farewell, all pompous Grandeur, Humility and 
] Contempt of the World (hall henceforth be my in- 
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$ ſeparable Companions ; I value not its heaps of 
Gold, and baits of Honour, nor all its - deceitful 
Careſſes : Be gone from me ye inticing Beauties, 
I am reſolv d to ſatiate my Deſires, with the ſweet 
Embraces of a dying Lord, whoſe Love is high, 


rational and Angelical , a Love that is made for the 
Soul, and the Soul for the Enjoyment of it: De- 
part from me ye fading Honours; ye are altoge- 
ther an empty Breath, which riſes high for a Mo- 
ment, but in the twinkling of an Eye, is depreſs'd 
in the Valley of Diſgrace : Depart from me ye flat- 
tericg Fews, that can cry Hoſanna to day, with the 
loudeſt Acclamations of Joy, but before the cloſe 
of the next Evening, call out with one conſent, 
Let him die, let him die the Death, 2711 4 

O falſe and deceitful Wretches, your Words are 
like the uncertain Winds, which frequently ſeem 
to promile a favourable Gale to the poor deluded 
Mariner, but alaſs ! too often raiſe a violent Storm 
that hurries him, with all his Hopes into the Abyſs 
of the boundleſs Ocean. For my patt, Fil Wait 
no more for the future, at the Courts of Princes, 
nor ſneak and cringe at the Threſhold of the Noble; 
neither will I any longer bear their Frowns and 
lofty Looks, with, A Come again to morrom. But FH 
inſtantly addreſs my ſelf ro the King of Kings ad 
Lord of Lords, who will never be falſe or vakind ts. 
me, but raile me to the higheſt Pitch of Honour 
that my Nature is capable of: Theſe are the Pres 
ferments I am ambitious of; I had much ratherhs 
admir'd by the Celeſtial Quire of Saints above, ti 
courted by a clamorous Tribe of mean. ſpiriteèd WI 
ſembling Mortals, whofteem to praiſe in the miqſt 
of Eavy ; who fawn for want of Power to do Miß 


. 


[8] 
Pick who ſmile to the Face, and bear Malice in 
the Heart. Farewell Love of Wealth, I am ſen- 
ſible of thy gaudy Snares, and deluding Dreams, 
in regard that the moſt anxious Cares and inde- 


and tranſitory Riches, are only compenſated with 
Diſappointment and Regret. | 0 


Potentates, induſtrious Merchants, ſubtil Lawyers, 
griping Uſurers and others of ſeveral Proſeſſions 
run themſelves quite out of Breath in the purſuit of 
Oriental Pearls, which yield ſo great a Luſtre at a 
diſtance, but turn ſo pale and dull when they are 
once enjoy'd, and ready to take their winged Flight: 
Let the Inconſiderate hazard their Title to Heaven, 
in endeavouring to fill their Coffers, by Fraud and 
Oppreſſion; for my part I had rather fall ſhort of 
ſuch empty Treaſures, than be in the leaſt depriv'd 
of that Tranquillity of Mind, I ſo much admire: 
For could I be fo fortunate as to gain the Gold- 
mines of Africa, by following the ſtrict Rules of Ju- 
ſtice and Equity; nevertheleſs I would make a 
happy exchange, and diſtribute the greateſt part 
of their Effects ro my poor diſconſolate Brethren ; 
if by any means I could get poſſeſſion of the Trea- 
ſures that are above in the Heavenly Manſions , 
where no Ruſt can Canker, no Robbers Steal; 
where no Oppreſſion can deprive,nor unlucky Ac- 
cidents remove: Let me but attain to the everlaſt- 
ing Crowns of Glory, and the ſolid Riches of the 
new Jeruſalem, and Il ſoon throw away my glit- 
tering Earthy Droſs amidſt a Crowd of Wretched 
Scrambling Mortals, that continually fix their Eyes 


fatigable Pains in the heaping up of uncertain 


To what purpoſe then is it that many mighty | 
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on the dark Mine, from whence it is digg'dy 
and never look up to the Almighty Donour: © ' 
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N Void my preſence, all ſorts of Atheifts and In- 
p fidels, ye that deny the Eſſence and Attri- 
utes of God, and will not believe him to be an in- 
finite Spirit, infinitely Glorious, which was from 
everlaſting and will be to all Eternity, without be- 
ginning of Days or end of Time : Ye that will not 
own the Three Perfons of the Sacred Trinity, Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt to be one God bleſſed for 
ever; refuſing to acknowledge him as your Crea- 
tor, Redeemer or Sanctifier; but blaſphemouſly 
affirm, that he is altogether ſuch a one as your 
ſelves, compoſed of Groſs Bodily Subſtance, viſi- 
ble to mortal Eyes, or liable to change and alte- 
ration. Depart far from me all ye that diſown 
the infinite Power, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Holi- 
neſs, Juſtice and Mercy of the great God Fehovah, 
who receiv'd his Being from none, but was the Au- 
thor of all other Beings; ye that dare give it out, 

That there was a time hen he was not, and that 
he is not preſent in all Places. ps 
Thou doſt not conſider Vain Man, that by deny- 
ing the Attributes of God, thou robbeſt him of the 
ſeveral parts of Obedience that are due to him, ac- 
cording to the Dictates of Natural Religion, vis. 
Faith or Belief in him, Truſt and Reliance upon 
him, Reſignation and Submiſſion to his Divige 
| Will 


[ 1] 
Will, ec. 15 the grievous inſult thou offere 
to revealed Religion 3 1 mean the clear Evidence of 
the Holy Scriptures, which are the undoubted 
Word of God, and contain an expreſs Declaration 


of his Divine Will, with the neceſſary Articles of 


Faith, and many admirable points of Doctrine, as 
that there are three Perſons in the Godhead , that 
> Jeſus Chriſt the Second Perſon of the ever-bleſſed 
Trinity, leaving the boſom of his Eternal Father, 
Condeſcended ſo far as to be born of a Virgin, was 
expoſed to all the Indignities that the Malice of 
# Devils and Men could invent, and at laſt ſuffered 
a moſt ſhameful and painful Death upon the Croſs, 
to conſummate the greatWork of our Redemption, 
There are ſet forth many fevere Threatnings, that 
| denounce againſt wicked Reprobates all the Puniſh- 
ments of this Life, and that which is to come; there 
| are alſo many precious Promiſes of a Great and 
Glorious Reward, to thoſe that thro? Faith and Pa- 
| Fience, is 4 continuance of well doing ſeek for Glory, 
| Honour, Immortality and Eternal Life: In ſhort, 
| theſe Holy Scriptures contain matter of Inſtruction, 
Conſolation, Exhortation, Reproof, and all things 
requiſite for our Knowledge and Practice, in or- 
der to the attainment of everlaſting Happineſs. 
O O Faithleſs Soul, what mad Preſumption has 
ſeud thy Mind, fo as to raiſe unwarrantable ſcru- 
ples, tending to overthrow all Chriſtian Morality, 


and to enervate the force of the Holy Scriptures, 


| preſumptuoully aſſerting, that they were not Writ- 
ren by Divine Inſpiration ? Bemoan thy ſelf, O 
thou wretched Creature, and ſpend the remainder 
olghy, Tiwe, in a deliberate conſideration of the 
{ nufficrous Judgments that attend thy Hubelief. 9 
. tata 
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fatal Day to thee ʒ when ſuch a Thought receiy'd 


its riſe within thy Breaſt y what dreadful Pangs and 
amazing Fears will ſuddenly ſpring forth, as it 
were ſo many fiery Serpents, to ſting thy galled 


* Conſcience, when the King of Terrors is ready to 
take thee by his cold Hand! Then thou wilt -cry 


out, with the ſtrongeſt Voice, Oh that I had 
* owned the Attributes of the Great God, and per- 
© form'd my ſeveral Duties expreſſed in the Sacred 
©Books / Oh that Faith had been my Gard, in all 
© the Actions of Life; now I wiſh for Faith in vain, 
chen it is quite gone; yet the want of Faith will 
© unavoidably plunge my Soul into the bottomleſs 
© Gulph, and for ever deprive it of the Celeſtial 
© Joys. Indeed my Belief is now become ſtrong, 
and my preſent Perſwaſion plainly contradicts my 
© former Infidelity ; but alals ! This fort of Belief 
* avails me nothing, and only ſerves to hurry me 
on into the vaſt Ocean of Deſpair. cl! 53 
© Oh that the Day had periſhed; wherein I was 
c born, and the Moment in which it was (aid ſuch 
© a Man-child was brought forth into the World: 
Oh that I had both liv'd and dy'd in a Moment 
*of Time ! May that Planet which roſe on the. AG 
cendant of my Nativity, be obſcur'd with utter 
© Darkneſs, ſo as it be no longer join'd to the reſt] 
f of thoſe noble Rulers of the Night; may thoſe 
\ olittering Stars, that (hin'd ſo bright, when-I was 
8 one be for ever darken d, looking for Light, 


but receiving none; neither let the dawn of the 
Day break out when they appear, becauſe they 
copen'd the Door of my Mother's Womb, and 
gave me a free paſſage into this miſerable State; 
? What made me continue a Month longer; why 

did 
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did 1 not expire in my Swaddling- clothes; and 
*why did receive the Food that gave me ſttength, 
tor live to ſee this fatal Hour? Oh that I could by 
*any means reduce my ſelf to my Primitive No- 

sthing; then this my Deſpair would fly away 
like a Morning: cloud, and bid me a final A. dien; 
then all my Groans would ceaſe, and Grief 
| © would no longer take place! 4 7 
But alaſs, I wiſh for that which will never be ; 
| for Tam now a going from a Temporal State of 
| Guilt, to an Eternal one of Horrour; where the 
Wicked will never ceaſe from being tormented, 
nor the faithleſs Souls from enduring anguiſh. 
There the Numerous Herds of Unbelievers muſt 
| for ever dwell together in everlaſting Burnings; 
neither will their mutual Society, be any allevi- 
| ation of / their Pain; the Old and the Young are 
| there brought to condign Puniſhment, according 
to their ſeveral Deſerts;noBeams of Light are dart- 
ed into thoſe diſmal Regions, but Black Clouds 
| amidſt the thickeſt Darkneſs continually gather 
together, toafflitthedeſpairing Multitude, who 
| long for the dawn of the Day, which never ap- 
| pears, and are continually wiſhing for Death, yet 
never Dye; neither is it poſſible for them to find 
| the leaſt mitigation of their moſt exquiſite: Tor- 
| tures, ia the Abyſs of Perdition, where the Howl- 
ings of the Infernal Ficnds are inceſſant, and their 
KRoarings like thoſe of a mighty Torrent. 
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Ince this is the everlaſting future State of thoſe 
that have no. true Faith during the time of 
their Probation in this Life, I will ſpeedily with- 
draw my ſelf from ſo fatal a Guilt, and earneſtly 
pray to Almighty God, that he would vouchſafe to 
endue my Soul with that excellent Grace of Faith, 
without which I can never expect to ſee my bleſſed 
Redeemer, fitting on the Heavenly Throne of Glo- 
ry: Omy God [ believe, help thou my unbelief s 
Ingraftin my Mind ſuch a lively Senſe of all thy 
Divine Attributes, that I firmly believing the holy 
Scriptures, to be the Word of Truth, may ſuppreſs 
all Atheiſtical 'Thoughts, and readily comply with 
whatſoever is therein Commanded, that ſo thro 
Faith and Patience, I may ſecure to my ſelf thoſe 
things, which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard; nor 
hath it entered into the Heart of Man to conceive : 
Such things as thou haſt laid up only for them that 
by the Eye of Faith, can view the-fplendour and 
Glory of Heaven, at ſo vaſt a diſtance, 11 
O give me Faith, Lord I be ſeech thee give me 
Faith, or elſe I dye; give me Faith and then I will 
perform the great Work, for Faith is the Founda- 
tion of all good Works; let the careleſs Worldlings 
continue, if they pleaſe in a State of Iafidelity, and 
ſpend their Days in wilful Unbelief ; as for my part, 
I' endeavour with unwearied Diligence to em- 
»loy every Moment of my Time, for the impe } 
of my Faith, Draw near to me, all ye; that 
| 216 


- 


[ 14 ] 
are adorned with the Mantle of Faith, let your out- 
ward condition be of what quality ſoever; are 
you Learned and Wiſeʒ are you Rich and Great; are 
you attended with good ſucceſs in your Underta- 
kings: Or on the contrary, are you depriv'd of all 


ſuch as large Revenues, ſtately Houſes, fine Apart- 
ments, numerous Attendants, ſwarms of Flat- 
terers; ſhady Groves, delightful Walks, fragrant 
Smells, delicious Food, pleaſing Draughts, rich Ap- 
wy or the the like © Nay though you are eloath d 
in Raggs and ſuffer wrong, though you are deſ- 
piſed by the Great, as poor filly Creatures not fit to 
be admitted into the Fellowſhip of thoſe that can 
out- brave Divine Authority; I ſay, let your Station 
be What it will, it is your Faith that fhall make 
vou my Companions: Come let us join Hand in 
Hand, and travel together on our way to Sin, 
through all the Storms of Infidelity, 

For Faithis the Subſtance of things hopea for, and 
the Evidence of things not ſeen; by it the Children 
of God obtain'd a great Reward, by Faith we be- 
| lieve the Worlds were framed by. the word of God, it 
being the fame thing with the Almighty to ſpeak 
and to Create; ſo that he things which are ſeen, wert 
vor made of things that do appear. By Faith the 
Favourites of the New Jeruſalem offer all their Sa- 
erifices of Praiſe, and to obtain the earneſt or aſſu · 
red Pledge of their Heavenly Inheritance; by Faith 


Death to- Eternal Life; by Faith we ate impower'd 
to condemnthe World, and become the Heirs of 
God: By Faith we are enabled cheerfully to ſub- 
mit to whatſogver Station God has plac'd us in, 
* whether 


the Con veniencies of Life that many others enjoy; 
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whether it be in the delightful Plains of Wealth 
and Proſperity, or in the rugged ways of Adverfityy# 
and patiently to undergo whatſoever Afflictions he 
{hall think fit ro viſit us with, tho' it were to the 


loſs of that which is moſt dear to us, and even of 
Life itſelf ; by Faith we contentedly ſojourn in this 


Barren Wilderneſs, in the Tents of Xedey, in firm, 
belief that in due time we ſhall be Tranſlated to a 
everlaſting Country, and be made free Deniſons'of 
the new Jeruſalem, that Glorious City, whoſe Builds 
er, and Maler is the Lord God Fehovah, We mult 
Live by Faith, till wee ſee him that is inviſible; by 
Faith, we muſt chuſe to dye with Chriſt, rather 
than by any baſe ſinful Compliance, to abide in an 
Earthly Court, there to enjoy the favours of a Tem. 
poral Prince; eſteeming the gain that ariſes from 
the Salvation of our Souls, an infinitely better 
Bargain, than all the Wealth and Surfeiting Plea” 
ſures of a deceitful World. ALS SUN 
By Faith, we muſt Sail thro? the RedSea of Blood, 
as it were over a pleaſant River, and weatfier all the 
Storms that may interrupt our ſteady Courſe 3 "by 
Faith we may ſuppreſs the Vain Thoughts ofUnbe= 
lief, and thereby obtain the Divine Promiſes ; by 


Faith we may quench all the Fiery Darts of Satag, 
and thoſe caſt by his Agents the daring Atheiſts, 
Triumphing in Weaknefs, growing Valiant, and 
encreaſing in Strength, ſo as to be able to put to 
flight thoſe numerous Cro ds, that would; ſoree the 
true Believer to abandon the ſtrong holds of Religi- 
on and Reaſon, and to run headlong with them into 
the dangerous Gulph of extravagant Notions and 
lewd Practices: By Faith we may be ſo far ſtreng- 
then'd, as to endure the moſt exquiſue Tortures, 

17%, 
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| wit, Tryals of cruel Mockings 5 Scourging, Bonds and 
Impriſonme nt; ſtoning to Death, ſawing aſunder, or 
Deſtruction by Fire and Sword; or we may be 
content fo {ye hid in Mountains, Dens and Caves; to 
wander about in Shiggskins and Goat-skins , being al- 
| Zogether deſtitute, Afflicted, Tormented, yet approv- 


worthy : And indeed we ought to be ready to under. 
go all theſe or the like Fiery Tryals, whenever the 
| Great God ſhall think fit to engage us in them, for 
the proving of our Faith, and refining of our Ear- 
1 thy Drofs. | | | | 

Come hither theo, all ye that have but a grain 
of Faith, and ye ſhall ſoon find means to improve 
your Stock; nay let thoſe come who have none ar 
all, and I doubt not, but thro' the Divine Grace, 
+ after a ſerious perulal of this little Tract they may 
| attain to ſome meaſure of it; my, Faith was ſome- 
time weak, but now thro? the infinite Mercy of God 
i is grown more ſtrong: Come to me and I'll 
commit you to the care of a skilful Pilot that ſhall 
& ſteer your Courſe in the true Channel of Faith, 


io 


black Deſpair: Come to me, and [ll bring you to 
E a ſure Guide, who ſhall conduct you ſafe to the 
Heavenly Canaan, where all Faith will be ſwal- 
& low'dupin Fruition, and where the Glorious Sons 
of God forever enjoy the beatifical Viſion , chant- 
ing forth their great Creator's Praiſe, with ever- 


* . 


E laſting Hymns and Hallelujahs. 
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ing our ſelves as Perſons of whom the World is not 


and keep you clear from the Rocks and Shelves of 
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CHAP. V. 
The dreadful Effects of a Vain Hope. 


$ I. Epart from me, as many as caſt off 4 
| comfortable and well-grounded ex». 
pectation of attainiag to the Bliſsful State and Glo- 
rious Manſions, God has prepared for thoſe that 
perſevere tothe laſt Gaſp, in yielding Obedience to 
his Divine Commands, and that throw themſelves 
into the Arms of his infinite Mercy, pleading the 
in NMerits of their crucity'd Saviout; for they that re- 
'C fuſe to perform ſuch conditions as he requires, can 
ar never expect a good Iſſue of their vain Hope, which 
e, Wis nothing elſe but the height of Folly and Mad 
Yy Preſumption. Be gone from me, all ye that hope 
e. for the pardon of your Offences, and look for a 
d Crown of Glory in the Heavenly Manſions, wirhse, 
ll out that Reformation of Manners, and true Obs 
lt dience, to which they are only promiſed, _...__ 
They thar take no care to purifie their Souls and 
of Bodies, as God is pure, will certainly find theme 
o ſelves in a woful condition, when they come with- 
in the dark and gloomy ſhades of Death, and their 
-I trembling Souls are juſt ready to bid an ultimate 
us fare wel to thoſe Tabernacles of Moult'ring Clay: 
t- FE Then they'll diſcern the vaſt difference, b&gween 
rs the true Hope of a Child of God, and the Fe one 
of a poor deluded Sinner; then they'll be ready to 
expreſs in Pathetical Terms, their willingneſs to 
part with every thing that is moſt dear to them in 
7 this World, to purchaſe a well grounded Hope of * 
+ MS:lvation; but alaſs! it is now too late to geta 1 
Ws — O—_ 
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| Remedy, their Day of Grace is paſſ'd, and their 
weak Efforts of a Languid Death-bed Repen- 
& trance are altogether ineffectual; their former vain 
& Expectations of attaining to happineſs, begin 
no to diſappear like the Morning-dew, and leave 
nothing behind, but a dreadful apprehenſion of the 
Divine Vengeance, and of the inexpreſſible Tor- 
ments that attend them upon their launching out 
into the boundleſs Ocean of Eternity, 


The Joys that proceed from à well-grounded Hope. 


$2, If this be the Lot of every one that lives and 
dies in the wilful neglect of thoſe Duties, whichGod 
requires of all, that hope for Mercy, thro' the Me- 
diation of his well beloved Son [elus Chriſt, then 
Fil endeavour, by the Divine Aſſiſtance to caſt off 
© fuch vain Hopes as prove lo fatal to thoſe that en- 
tertain them, and cry aloud in the anguiſh of my 


Spirit, tothe great King of Glory, and Searcher of 


Hearts, that he would vouchſafe to direct me how 
to attain to ſucha Well- grounded Hope, as may 
be agreeable to his Sacred Will; 1 am ſenſible, one 
of the beſt means to prevent our falling into Error 
in this matter, is ſeriouſly to reflect on the Nature 
of the Divine Promiſes, which are always to be 
' underſtood as Conditional, and to belong only to 
' thoſe that conſcientiouſly oblerve the Terms on 
which they were made. On the other hand, ſome 
may erroneoully imagine, they ſhall never receive 
any benefit by God's infinite Mercy, and moſt Gra- 
cCious Promiles, notwit\. ſtanding their utmoſt en. 
dieavours to perform the required Conditions; and 
are apt to conclude, they have gone aſtray fo long 
in 


theleſs knowing the King of Heaven to be infinite- 


iP 6 


in theBy-roads of Deſtruction, that tis impoſſible fat 


them to return to the ſtraight Path of Salvation, 


For my part, tho' I had been one of the moſt 
deſperate Sinners that ever liv'd. or had commit- 
ted all the Crimes that could be named; never- 


ly merciful, I would not deſpair of his compaſſion, 
but would ſet my ſelf with all poſſible ſpeed and 
diligence to redeem the loſt time, by cealing to do 
Evil, reforming my Errors, and running conſtant- 
ly in the ways of God's Commandments. ThenT 
would defie all the Legions of Devils and damned 
Spirits to dart into my Mind, a ſurmiſe that there's , 
no Hope for me, or that I hid quite ſinned away 
the Day of Grace; none of theſe helliſh Sugge- 
ſtions ſhould ever perſwade me. to lay aſide my 
ſtrong Hope, that 1 ſhall be abſolved from ail my. 
former Offences, and have my Pardon Seal'd in 
Heaven, before / go hence and be wo mire ſetn, | 
Come to me all ye that confeſs and forſake your 
Sins, and if you turn to God with fiocerity of 
Heart, Fil engage my Soul for yours ; none of 
your former Trauſgreſſions ſhall be laid to your 
charge; therefore caſt not your Hopes away, tince 
they are founded on the Rock of your all- powerful 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt : Be faithful to Death, and 
you ſhall receive 4 Crown of Life; do but continue a 
while in your Hopes, and they'll ſoon be chang'd.* 
into a full poſſeſſion of the Heavenly Canaan, We 
may obſerve,That the Hope of ſame temporary ad» 
vantage ſerves to buoy up the flaking Spirits of 
W oridly-minded Men, when they undergo the 
greateſt misfortunes of Life, and ſhall not a well. 
grounded Hope of everlaſting Glory raiſe up the 
; 0.2 Soul 
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Soul of a true Chriſtian to the higheſt Pinnacle of 
Joy, even under the greateſt Temptations, and 
amidſt the moſt grievous Afflictions? Let him but 
reflect a little,That he isHeir apparent toa nobleln- 
heritance in the New Feruſalem, and that e'ie 
long he ſhall take poſſeſſion of it; then all his for- 
mer troubles, will be quite forgotten, and over- 
ballanced, with an exceeding weight of Glory. 
Therefore whatever others may do, ler all thoſe 
that love the Lord Jeſus, hope in and ſolely de- 
pend on him for Salvation: Oh ! fix the Aachor 
of your Hope on things above, that are Eternal in 
the Heavens, and withdraw them from theſe 
Earthly fading tranſitory Vanities, that have only 
an empty appearance, and often fill the Mind of 
poor Mortals with great expectations, but are ſoon 
chang'd into a melancholy Scene of Diſappoint- 
ments; this is an undoubted Truth that needs no 
Confirmation, ſince it is made evident by daily 
Experience. If the Caſe be ſo, let others toil and 
moil, expecting to amaſs great Treaſures, or to 
get large Poſſeſſions; let others aſpire to the Pin- 
nacle of Honour, or pleaſe themſelves with the 
hopes of a long Life; for my part, I have ſeen the 
emptineſs of vain ExpeRations,and the unſavourt- 
nels of all outward Enjoy ments; ſo that with re- 
ſpect to theſe Sublunary Things, I had rather fear 
the workt;and let the beſt come unexpected, which 
is a ſure way to prevent one's being deceiv'd by 
any manner of Conringencies. Upon the whole, 
lam reſolv'd to bid A. dieu to all thele airy Phan- 
tomes, and to fix the Center of my ſolid Hopes 
above the Starry Firmament, where all my Expe- 
ctat ions 
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CHAP. VI. 


Love from God. 


$1, 10 be. far from me all ſorts of Repro- 


bates, that refuſe to make ſuitable re- 
turns of Gratitude to your Soveraign Creator, and 
will not perform ſo reaſonable a Duty to his infi- 
nite Goodneſs, which is Love itſelf in the Abſtract; 
for there is nothing Good, Honourable, or Praiſe- 
worthy, that has not receiv'd its intrinſick value 


from the Love of God; his Love is free and Impar- 


tial, pure and unde filed; without the leaſt tincture 
or ſtain of Impurity ; and without the leaſt varia- 
bleneſs or ſhadow of change. *Tis the meer effect 
of God's aſtoniſhing Love, that he {cat his only Son 
into the World, to be both Prieſt and Sacrifice, to 
make an atonement for the flagrant Crimes of 
Mankind, that cry'd aloud to Heaven for Ven- 
geance; 'tis God's infinite Love that daily calls 
the careleſs World to Repentance, affording means 


of Grace, and the continual Aſſiſtance of his Holy 


Spirit 3 tis his tranſcendent Love that protects us 
Day and Night from all Dangers, that Clothes and 


Feeds our Bodies, and plentitully beſtows on us all 


manner of comfortable Refreſhments ; nay his un- 
bounded Love condeſcends ſo far as to make Pro- 
viſion for the meaneſt Living - Creatures, that 


C3 move 


. 


ations will be anſwer'd, all my wants ſupply'd, 
and all my Fears remov'd. 700 


g 


The deplorable State of thoſe that withdraw their 


| „ . 
move on the Land, or in the Sea, or take their 
winged flight in the liquid Air. 
Therefore fet att thoſe ungrate ful Mretches be 
for ever baniſſi d from the, 


Hence of God, that 
are ſo unreaſonable and brit as not Fo love him 
with all their Affections and Might, who ought 
to be apprehended as the chief Good, and to be 


Goodneſs to us: Who then canrefrain from loving 
God, that is ſo lovely in all reſpects, whether you 
take a view of his infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holi- 
neſs, Immutability, and the reſt of his Divine Per- 
fections; more elpecially having regard to his 
Works of Mercy, Providence, Bounty, e&c Or 
who would prefer himſelf, his Pleaſures, Profits, 
or Credit before the Lovggof God, or inordinately 


him: | ? 
It after all theſe Reflections, you will not be 
perſwaded to love God; that is fo full of tender 
compa ſſion to Mankind; you'll be ſenſible of the 
dreadſull conſequences of your incorrigible Obſti- 
nacy, when it is too late to repent, that is to ſay, 
hen you come within a few Days Journey of 
{coraity, and zrexeady to appear before the great 
and terrible Judge of Heaven's high Court of Ju- 
ſtice, whole former kindnels towards you will 
then be turn'd into Hatred and Loathing ; then 
you'll tremble and be fore amaz d; wiſhing you 
had lov'd God in Truth and Sincerity of Heart, 
but all theſe Wiſhes will avail you nothing: Then 
you'll ſee the Companions of your diffolute Love, 
when you liv'd on Earth, ſtanding on the leftHand 
of Chriſt, and hear him pronounce the dreadful 


ſet his Mind and Aﬀections en other things beſides 


lov'd for his own infinite Excellencies, and for his 


Sen 
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Nay the very damned Reprobates will own, the 
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Sentence from his Glorious Throne, Depart fromy 
me ye Curſed, who lov'd the Creature more thaw 
the Creator, and would not ſet your Affections of 
me, who lov'd you lo entirely as to take your Na- 
ture upon me, to ſpend ſo many years in exile fro 
my Father's Kingdom, and at laſt to offer up m 
ſelf as a Sacrifice for your Salvation: Depart If, 
from my Preſence for ever, and take up your H 
bitation with the Apoſtate Spirits in the dark H 
fernal Regions, where you ſhall never have a ſig \ 
of me, nor partake of my Love; where your gnawy 
ing Worm ſhall never die, and where the Firdy 
our Torments ſhall never be quenched. 
Then all the Heavenly Hoſt will cry out, 74 
and true art thou O Lord, in all thy FTudgments g 
thoſe thit ſo baſely rejected thy tranſcendent Lo 


they are juſtly puniſſid for deſpiling the Long i 
fering and Forbearance, of ſo gracious a God, a 
ſo indulgent a Saviour, . 1 


The happy end of thoſe that ſincerely love God 


Q 2. Foraſmuch as this is to be the miſers 
Condition of thoſe that will not be perſwadge 
withdraw their Affections from theſe trant 
Enjoyments, and fix them on the moſt {pl 
Objects; let me do my own Soul ſo much Ji 
as to endeavour to wean her from theſe Ei 
Vanities, and to caule her to be tranſported 
the Contemplation of the Divine Love : 
forth I'll make it my whole hufineſs to ke 
Righteous Commandments of my Soveraigt 
and Redeemer, and ſhew my love to hin 


24 
ieving his poor diſtreſſed Members here on Earth; 
being ready to part with every thing that is moſt 
ear to me, rather than hazard the loſs of his Fa- 
our, I had rather ſuffer the greateſt Loſſes, or 
ndergo the moſt cruel Tortures, than be per- 
aded to toriake his ſervice, who ſerv'd me ſo far 
$ to Bleed on a Croſs for my Tranſgreſſions; PIII 
2 continually employ'd in recitiog his Praiſe, 
ſetting forth his Wonders and noble Acts, in 
ngtaving his Laws on the Table of my Heart, 
kad in imitating his Sacred Example; perſevering 
2 a courie of holy Duties all the Days of my 
lerimage in this Valley of Miſery : My Love 
ball be conſtant and firm, notebbing and flowing 
$the Tide, but running directly as it were a migh- 
Stream into the main Ocean of Eternity, 

Let the unwary and giddy multitude be dazzled 
ich the Luſtre of atitward Pomp and Tranſitory 
andeur, and trifle away their precious moments 
he treacherous Careſſes of a deceitful World; 
Id fo little ſatisfaction in all theſe imaginary 
moyments, that I had much rather retire with 
pefima, who liv'd fixty years in a Cloſet, with- 
it being ſeen, or ſpeaking to any Perſon 5 or with 
dymus, who ſpent Ninety years in Solitude, con- 
ug with none but himſelf, or with Battheus 
4loſyria, who is ſaid to have faſted ſo long, that 
ams crawl'd out of his Mouth; or with Mar- 

js, who faſten'd one of his Leggs with an Iron- 
n to 2 great Stone,that he might not move nor 
om the place of his Abode; or with Alas, who 

eat, or ſo much as taſted Bread, for many 
g or with Johz Sorzeane an Egyptian, who 
praying within the cliffs of a Rock, for three 
_ | Fears 
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years ſucceſſively, till his Leggs with continu 


bear to the ſervice of the Eternal King of Glory 


allay the moſt intenſe heat of Fire, inſomuclil 


miiadſt of the roaring Flames. How many ret 
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ſtanding were ſwell d and putrifid 3 or with H 
minicus an Hermit, who always worean Iron-cod 
of Mail next his skin, and us'd to ſcourge himlel 
almoſt every Day, with Whips in both his Hand 

Methinks I could freely undergo all theſe harg 
ſhips, for the Love that I bear to the moſt amiablii 
Son of God; O my bleſſed Lord, how ſhall Ie 
preſs my Affection to thee in a better manner, th; 
to Sacrifice all that is dear to me for thy Hol 
Name:? How many Thouſands are there, at t 
very Day, of poor diſtrefled Proteſtants, in Fran 
Germany, and the Valleys of Piedemont, who 
depriv'd of all outward Comforts, baniſh'd t 
Native Country, forc'd to wander about { 
World in Raggs and Tatters, and look'd upo 
the meer refuſe and dreggs of the People! Mz 
of them are confin'd in Priſons and Dungeg 
others chain'd to Galleys, or bound with Fete; 
ſo that the Iron enters into their Souls, and all for 
ſake of their dean Redeemer ; magnanims 
deſpiſing the fair Offers and haughty Threay 
their cruel Perſecuters, for the ardent Zeal & 


Come hither all ye that have any real Aﬀect 
and that daily experience the tranſcendent Loy 
God: Come and try the ineffable ſtrength of Bt 
it will enable you to indure Hunger and Thi 
Cold and Nakedneſs; it will convey you ſafe 
all the Temptations of Men and Devils; it 


you ſhall joy fully ſing the Praiſes of God, "th 


able and ſurprizing Inſtances could I bring 40 


0 26 1 | 
Wrpoſe, ſuch as the Three Children in the midſt 
he Fiery Furnace, St. Stephen ſton'd to Death, 
Daniel in the Lions Den; or the exulting Mar- 
r that cry'd out, when torn by wild Beaſts, Tear 
bear on, I feel you not. And indeed, it would 
too tedious to mention all the Saints and Ser- 
Fats of God, who went out of the World Triumph- 
Ig, in the midſt of thoſe moſt exquiſite Tor- 
Eres, that the moſt outragious Cruelty and Ma- 
ge could ever invent. ' 
Thus ſome of theſe noble Heroes, had their Bo- 
es bury d in the Earth, with their Heads only 
bve-ground,that they might languiſh the longer, 
ſo deplorable a condition: Others were thrown 
o Rivers and Boggs ; ſome were wreck'd'on a 
heel, and beat with Bulls Pizzles : Others had 
ir Skins flead off, were pounded in Mortars, 
und to Pillars, with their Heads downwards, 
paſted, Fry'd in Pans, Whipt, and had their 
bs cut or pull'd off with Pincersz ſome were 
Vd up inthe skins of Wild Beaſts, in order to 
| worry'd by Maltives or other Dogs; others 
pre bound to Trees, thrown to Lions, Leopards 
Tigers, or elſe into a Cauldron of boiling Oil _ 
melted Lead; ſome were crucify'd with their 
ads downwards, impal'd on Stakes, ganch'd on | 
doks or Iron- spikes, tols'd on the horns of wild 
Ws, Stripp'd, hang'd by the hair of the Head and 
Purg' d: Others had their Brains beat out with 
ubs, were broil'd on Grid-irons, Beheaded, 
ent at Stakes, calt don headlong from Rocks 
brher Precip ices, and broken to pieces; ſome 
Ne prefſ'd to Death, hang'd on Gibbets, or by 
Reels and ſtifl'd with Smoak. 
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Again, ſome had ſharp Reeds thruſt under the 
Nails of their Hands and Toes, and into other 
arts of their Bodies; others were hang'd on Trees 
che middle, till they dy'd of Hunger; were Roa- 
ed on Spits, had their*Fleſh torn to pieces with 
je Claws of wild Beaſts, were ſawn aſunder in 
he middle; tied by the Feet and dragg'd through | 
ough Places, till their Bodies were torn in pieces: 
me Ships full of Miniſters were (et on Fitez 
hers were (mother'd in Caves, wreck'd till their 
owels burſt out, or were thrown out at Windows 
nSpears : Others had their Ears and Cheeks cut 
f, their Eyes bor'd out; their Breaſts and No- 
s pull'd off with red hot Pincers; their Hands 
nd Feet prels'd between Two red hot Irons; or | 
ere hang'd on Tenter- hooks, exc, Reſides 2 Thou- 
Ind other Inventions of Cruelty, that I could 
me; but I muſt refer the Reader to the Chron 
s and Church-Hiſtories, for a more particular ac- 
unt of thole Barbarities; for the Time would 
il me, it I ſhould go about to reckon up the Mil- 
Das of glorious Combatants, that have cheerfully: 
id down their Lives for the Love they bore to 
eir great Creator; it would alſo be an endleſs 
ask to repeat all the excellent Speeches they made 
the midſt of their cruel Tortures. G 
Theſe notable Examples afford matter of Cau- 
n to all Godly Perſons of what Rank or Pro- 
non ſoever, eſpecially Proteſtants, not to fall 
t by the Way, about indifferent Ceremonies, 
hich may lawfully be us'd, or as lawfully laid 
ide: for Inquiry will not be made, at the great 
nd general Audit, What Party or what Congre«: 
zation we belong'd to; but it will be demanded, * 
| ORC if 4 
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if we are of the true Catholick Church of God, 
of which all good Chriſtians are worthy Members? 
Now conſider ſeriouſly within your ſelves, all 
ye that profeſs to worſhip the great God Jehovah, 
with Sincerity of Heart, Whether in Cale the 
Time of Perſecution were at hand in England, ye 
are able to undergo any of thoſe fiery Tryals, cruel 
Tortures, and painful Deaths, with the ſame Con- 
ſtanty of Mind as that noble Army of Martyrs has 
done; if ſo, you may have good ground to be- 
lieve you really love God, and that you are genuine 
Sons of the ſame Ever-living God, and not Baſtards: 
Then you may comfortably expect to lay down 
your Heads in Peace, and have nothing more to 
do, but to take leave of your Friends, to give your 
Children Benediction; to reſign your Souls into 
the Hands of a faithful Creator, and to commit 
our Bodies to the Earth; there to take a ſilent 
Repoſe till the laſt Trump ſhall found, when you 
ſhall riſe again refined and glorify'd, by his Al. 
mighty Power, and ſhall ſing everlaſting Hallelu- 
jahs to him that fits on the Throne, and to the Lamb 


ſor evermore. 1 
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CHAP: VII. 
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| 7 he Danger of putting off the Fear of God to the 
| laſt Extremity, 


61 Unhappy Mortals that caſt away the Fear 
8 of the great God, having no regard to 
mis infinite Juſtice and Power; ſince he is able in 

an inſtant to bring your Souls and Bodies to og 
N | : 
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Deſtruction, and actually to inflict on you all thoſe 
dreadtulPuniſhments,which are ſo often denounc'd 
againſt incorrigible Sinners, and ſo lively ſet forth 
in the Sacred Scriptures, that are his undoubted 
Word, and of which every Jot and Tittle ſhall 
in due time be punctually fulfill'd: The want of 
this Fear, is the bitter Root from whence ſprings 
all your diſteſpectful Carriage, your Contempt 
of his moſt Glorious Majeſty, your obſtinate Re- 
fuſal to obſerve his righteous Laws and Ordinan- 
ces; tis as it were a telling him to his Face, That 
you value not the fierceneſs of his Wrath, nor the 
ſtrictneſs of his Commands. 3 
O ſtupid Folly, to ſtand in fear of an Earthly 
Judge, that can only deſtroy the Body, and pros | 
ceed no farther, and not dread the Frowus of 'x 
provoked God, whoſe Almighty Power is able to 
caſt into Hell, and there to pour out upon ſuch 
bold Deſperadoes that ſeem to be void of Fear, the. 
pure Vials of his Wrath to Eternal Ages, without 
the leaſt mixture of Eaſe, or intermiſſion of Pain! 
O conſider theſe things, ye carelaſs ones. who n 
tremble and quake at the Frowns of a Temporgl 
Prince; that can be affirighted at the raging oft 
Sea, or the Claps of Thunder, and not flinch at 
the Lightning of the Bottomleis Pit, nor the rost. 
ing of the damned Spirits and infernal Fiends. Oh 
fooliſh Mortals, what benummigng Sottilhnels is 
this, that has ſeiz d your Nerves, and poſſels d your 
Brain with ſuch a deſperate Frenzy? What wou'd 
you take that Man to be, who thould be afraid 
of the refreſhing Breezes of Wind in a Land- oed 
Harboor, where the Ship rides ſafe at Anchor, and 
yet make no ſeruple to launch out i a*Jeaky 
Whey 
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[30] 
| Wherry, amidſt Rocks and Sands, in an outra- 
gious Storm, there to hazard the loſing of his 
| Fife, and all that's dear to him? Certainly you'd 
| conclude ſuch a Man to be void of commondenſe, or 
rather quite out of his Wits: Is this the Reflection 
thou would(t (peedily make upon ſuch a bold and 
| deſperate Attempt; then look at home, and conſi- 
der vain Wretch, wholoever thou arc, that haſt 
ſo raſhly caſt off the Fear of God; think what a 
{ groſs and fatal Miſtake thou haſt made, in tearing 
| the Threats of a mortal Man, that cannot hurt 
thy Soul, and yet daring to out- brave Omnipo- 
tence itlelf, which can immediately ſtrike thee 

down to the lowermoſt Gulph of Perdition. 
Conſider this ye audacious Worldlings, e're it 
be too lates befgre ſickneſs and Death come, when 
it will be to no purpoſe to fear God; becaule ſuch 
a Fear ariſes mecrly from ſelf. intereſt; it will be 
far from the Nature of that true Fear, which God 
/ Tequires of all thoſe that are his faithful Servants: 
There is a vaſt difference between the Panick Fear, . 
or Horrour that ſeizes on a guilty Conſcience, 
groaning under the Agonies of a dying Hour, and 
the genuine ſincere Fear, that belongs only to the 
Saints of God; the former is a baſe {laviſh Dread, 
but the latter is a noble and filial Fear; neither are 
theſe two Fears more commenſurate one with ano- 
ther, than Time is with Eternity: Not that! 
would drive any one into Deſpait, by affir ming, 
it will be ever too late to hope for, Mercy, as long 
as we continue on this ſide the Grave: I know, no- 
thing is impoſſible with God, but I think it very 
unlikely, the real Fear of God ſhould be gain'd, 
when the Eye. ſtrings are juſt ready to break, nd 
| the 
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my ſelf in the ſeveral Scenes of Life: Alcho' the 


Wicked may uſe their utmoſt efforts to interrupt 


my ſteady courſe in the even Paths of this admira- 


ble Vertue nevertheleſs Patience ſhall be my ſtaff, 


and Meekneſs my Guide, until I have paſs*d thro? 


all the Stages of my Pilgrimage in this miſerable 
World, and arrive ſafe at the Gates of the Hea- 
venly Feruſalem. The Character of Humility is 
tranſcendently glorious and incomparable, her ve- 
ry Name is amiable and delightful; her Depart: 

ment and Converſation is affable, ſweet and plea» 
ant ; her Zeal moderate and gentle; her Prayers 
devout, fervent, and powerful at the Throne of 
Grace: She knows not how to inſult over the Fail» 
ings of others, or to vindicate her own ; ſhe never 
ſoars above the Firmament of Moderation, but al- 


ays keeps an exat Decorum in all her Proceed» 


ings : Humility is a radiant Star that ſhines moſt; © 


ear in the darkeſt Night of Adverſity, and darts 


ts bright Beams into the obſcureſt Shade; its 


Elittering Rays appear reſplendent even to envious _ 
yes, and dazzle thoſe of vain Beholders: To con- 


lude, the excellent Grace of Humility recommends. 
e moſt of all to the favour of Chriſt my ever. 


lefſed Saviour, and makes me appear lovely in 


de ſight of Angels and good Mea 3 it allays m7 


ride and unruly Paſſions, calms my Mind, ele- 
ts my Affections, inſpires me with Seraphick 
Loe, Clears my Scruples, reſolves my Doubts, 


nd(fills me with an ever- flowing ſtream of inward: 


nte and Satisfaction. 


{deed it muſt be acknowledg'd, That the meek- 
| 4d moſt vertuous of Men on Earth, ate the 
0fping of Corruption, as well as the reſt of their 

launch'd out into the 
5 oy 


fellqyv- creatures, who 
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[ 50. * 
Tempeſtuous Sea of this World a few years agoe; 
and muſt in a ſhort ſpace of Time, return to their 
original Duft ; ſo that none can be exempted from 
the juriſdiction of the Grave, or ſet free from the 
Impartial ſtroke of Death: However, Humility be- 
ing my inſeparable Companion will attend me to 
the future State, where I ſhall meet with no ruf- 
ling of Paſſions, no diſquiet of Mind, no diſtract- 
ing Thoughts, no Spleen or Envy, no Wrath or 
Indignation, no wrangling Diſputes or Bicketings, 
no Animoſities or Heart-burnings, no haughty 
Looks or Frowns ; where there is no Fear to di- 
ſturb, or Terrour to amaze, no Race to be run, no 
Enemies to be encounter'd, no Croſſes to be born, 
no Change to be expected, no hazard of loſing 
Crowns, of diſpleaſing my Almighty Creator and a 
Sanctifier, or of forfeiting the favour of my moſt 
gracious Redeemer: On the contrary, there will | x 
be an affluence of all Things that are good and de- 
ſirable, and a total privation of every thing that is 
evil; there I ſhall live for ever with Chriſt, whe 
was meek and lowly in Spirit, whoſe Yoke I found 
to be eafie and burden light, when my Soul was 
cloatlyd with a Mantle of Clay, and adorn'd with + 
the Robe of Humility : There I ſhall behold my / 
meek and patient Lord, not with a tranſitory h 
Glance, but with a full view of all his tranſcendent 
 Glories; there ſhall be ever celebrating his won- NN. 
derful Deeds, and chanting forth his noble Praſe; 
there I ſhall be admitted into the glorious preſezce 
of the Soveraign Creator of Heaven and Eatth, 
and be continually imploy'd in contemplatinghis 
Divine Perfections; there I ſhall be entertain in. 
the Celcſtial Palace, and feaſted with ſuch Rgyal 
Banquets, as are only prepar'd for thoſe why by 
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Patience and Humility have waded thro? many 
Tribulations, and undergone many fiery Tryalß 
in their paſſage to the Land of Promiſe. | 
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CHAP. X. 


The ſeveral Daties of Honeur due to God, viz. in 
his Sacraments, in his word, in his Houſe, in 
his Day, in Providing for his Ambaſſadears, in 
building his Tabernatles, &c, with an account 
of the miſerable Condition of all thoſe that pre- 
— to rob God of his Honour, in any of theſe t- 
ſpells, J „ 


61." Hey that refuſe to honour Almighty God 
in his Sacraments, in his Word, in his 
Houſe, in his Day, in providing for his Ambaſſadorg” 
or Minifters, in building his Taber nacles, or Places 
of Worſhip, and in all other things compteltend- 
ed in this ſingle Term of Honour, have no juſt Tj» 
tle to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, how plauſible: ſas 
ever their Pretenſions may be, ſince every one 
that aſſumes to himſelf the glorious Style of « Thi/d. 
of God, muſt of neceſſity think himſelf indiſpenſas 
bly oblig'd to ſhew the higheſt Reſpect, Reverence 
and Veneration to ſo great and Soveraign 4 Being 
Now may I perſwade all thoſe that ſhall petuſe this 
mall Tract to adore the infinite Majeſty of Heaven 
with a fincere Devotion; both internal afid eter?- 
al, always conſidering with themſeſvesz "That © 
ne great God Jehovah.is of a moſt ſublime and eat 
cnt Nature, that his Divine Perfection ate in“ 
»mptehenſible, that lie is cormpleatly happy 2 
hs enjoyment of himſelf, and yer cndeſees] 7 
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| Baptiſm and our Lord's Supper, which we ought if 
to eſteem above all things in the World, becauſe 
i they convey tous the richeſt Mercies we can en- 
joy: Baptiſm admits us to a Covenant with God, 


% 


LI 
far as to take a particular Care of us poor mortal 
Worms of the Earth, and has an Eye upon all the 


Tranſactions of our Lives, [ 74 5 
The firſt Honour due to God that I ſhall treat of, 


is an awful regard to the Holy Sacraments, vis. 


and ingrafts us into the Stock of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, by which means we are made true Bran- 
ches of that Heavenly Vine, and Partakers of all 


| the ineſtimable Benctits and Privileges that ſpring 


from thence ; ſuch as Remiſſion of Sins, ſaving 
Grace, the comfortable aſſiſtance of the Divine 
Spirit, &c. on condition that we are careful to 
perform our ſolemn Vous, and to make good our 
part of the Agreement : As for the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, it is not only a ſign of our re- 
membring Chriſt and his Paſſion, but it is alſo an 
eftectual giving or making over of Chriſt and the 


| fruits of his meritorious Death, to every worthy 


Communicant. 
The Second Honour we owe to God is that of 
his Word, contain'd in the Bible, or Holy Scri- 
ptures ofthe Old and New Teſtament, which com- 
prehend the whole Duty of Man, and ſerve as an 
abſolute Rule of Faith: Now we ought to have 
ſuch a regard to this Word of God, as to peruſe it 
with all the profound Reverence, Circumſpection 
and Care, it becomes us to ſhew with reſpect to ſo 
Divine a Revelation; we are oblig'd to read it as 
often as we can conveniently, more eſpecially ſome 
portion of it every Morning and Evening, which 


is certainly a very great Privilege to be admitted to 
a a con. 


a 
[ 
7 
J 
1 
4 
h 


t/ 


[53] 
conſult with the great God, how to manage all 
our Affairs according to his Divine Will: We 
muſt alſo read it ſo as to remember the Subſtance 
and Scope of it, and actually to put the wholeſome 
Inſtructions therein contain'd into Practice ; by 
performing thoſe Duties that are required, and by 
avoiding thoſe things that are forbidden. 
Thirdly we are bound to honour God, in hear- 
ing his Word publickly Read, Preach'd or Ex- 
pounded. In treating of this Article I ſhall an- 
ſwer ſome Objections, which I think very requi- 
ſite to be done; fince there are ſo many various 
Opinions amongſt us, and every one is apt to be- 
lieve, his comes neareſt to the Word of Truth; 
the Objections are chiefly theſe Three, viz. Firſt 
ſay they, 7m of ſuch a Religion, but it now lyes un- 
der Perſecution, ſo that I cannot hear the word of God , 
Read, Preach'd and Explain'd in my own Way, by a 
Miniſter of my Perſwaſion 5, and to hear any other, 6 
an apparent falling away from my firſt Choice; there- 


fore I had rather read and ſtudythe — Sas at home, 


than fre quent any Place of Publick worſhip, Now to 


declare rheir real Sentiments, they'll have their 


own Opinion eſtabliſh'd, or elle abſent themſelves 
from the Publick Worſhip of God, tho? never fo 
ſtrictly commanded, A Second Party Object, 
They live in a Precinct, where there are ſs few of 
their Religion, that they have uo Place ſet a- part for 
Divine worſbip, where they can hear the Wora of God, 
according to their Method, and they. can't endure to 
have the erroneous Notions of others obtruded upon 
them; which in effect, is as much as to ſay, All 
the Truth is confin'd to their Church, and not to 
be found in any other: Certainly this is a mcer De- 
luſion, or a piece of vain Oſtentation, and will ba 
E 3 a c- 


[ 54 ] 
accounted ſo in the ſight: of God. A Third Party | 
Plead, They have « Minifter of ſo mean Abilities in 
their pa riſb, that they can by no means profit in bearing | 
him, and they do not judge it expedient to go out of | 
the boanas of the Pariſh, or to a private Conventicle 5 
which is as if they ſhould ſay, we know more alrea- | 
dy than our Prieſt can tell us, and have learnt a bet- 
ter Leſſon, than to leave our own Pariſh, or to be in- 
ſtructed by thoſe that have a leſs ſtock of Learning 
than our ſelves ; therefore well keep within, and not 
0 at all. 

l Theſe and many more Objections of the like 
nature are uſually brought, to rob God of the Ho- 
nour due to him, in the hearing of his Sacred 
Word Read, Preach'd and Expounded in the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, which I ſhall anſwer with all the 

| brevity and plainneſs imaginable, I would have 
none ſurmiſe, My deſign in refuting theſe ſpecious 
Arguments and vain Pretences, is to draw any 
from the Profeſſion of the true Religion; on the 
contrary, my aim is to bring them to the Practice 
of it. I appeal to the great Fehovah whom I ſerve, 
That ever ſince I came to the years of Diſcretion, 
it has been no (mall Griet to me to ſee the Church 
of God ſo miſerably rent with Schiſms, and divi- 
ded in Opinions; which in reality can be but one 
Catholick Body, and one Select People. For my 
part, I own the eſtabliſh'd Religion, whoſe Foun- 
der is the Eternal God; whole Teachers are guid- 
ed by his Holy Spirit ; whoſe Diſcipline is Truth, 
Juſtice and Mercy; whoſe Auditors are unblame- 
able in their Lives and Converſations, with reſpect 
to God and Man. In this Church there is no Diſ- 
order or Indecency, but every thing is carry*d on 
by the prudent Conduct of Heaven: In this 8450 
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and auguſt Aſſembly, there is no mĩſ- interpreting 
of Scripture altho there may be diſtin Senti- 
ments, with reſpect to ſome indifferent Points, 
yet they all agree as it were one Man in the Eſſen- 
tial Parts of Religion; as believing in one Godthe 
Father, one Chriſt the Son our Redeemer, one Ho- 
ly Spirit our Sanctifier, and Comforter, one ſure 
Word of Prophecy, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 
future general Judgment, one Heaven, one Hell, 
and every thing that relates to the common Salva- 
tion of Mankind; tho there may be ſome altera- 
tions in the mode of Worſhip, yet the Hearts of the 
Worſhippers are all effectually rais'd to their Sove- 


raign Creator. 


Upon the whole, that Man is a Stranger to this 
Church, tho? he come in never ſo humble a Po- 
ſture, with his Head uncovered, bending his Knees, 
and proſtrating his Body towards the Altar with 
many more the like ſigns of an intenſe, real and ar- 
dent Devotion; unleſs his Heart diſcovers a true 
Contrition for all the Errors of his paſs'd Life; and 
a firm reſolution to walk uprightly in the Ways of 
God's Commandments: They and they only are 
united to this Catholick Church, who ſpend the 
whole time of their abode in this State of Proba- 
tion, in a conſtant and ſteady courſe of Religion, 
having a due regard to all thoſe Ordinances that 
are eſtabliſh'd by Divine Authority, Not that I 
condema the Worſhipping of God, in a reverent or 
decent manner, or would perſwade any to depart 
from the Canons or Rules of that Foundation, 
which is ſettled by the Laws of the Realm 2 All 
that I deſigu is for a ſpeedy Union in the true Ca- 


tholick Church, without which we can never rea- 


ſonably expect to be in a capacity to honour God 
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in his Word and Ordinances in ſuch a due manner. 


as is required of us; bur inſtead of gaining ſo great 
a Point, moſt of us unwarily ſtrive to widen the 


ag to undermine one another. 

It would be a difficult Undertaking to give a 
particular account of the various Methods of Per- 
ſecution that have been ſet on Foot at ſeveral times 
in theſe Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and have fallen within the compaſs of my Obſer- 
vat ion; inſomuch that I can ſcarce diſcern which 
Party has been moſt in the Fault, or deſerves moſt 
Blame; neither is it my buſineſs, or a Task in the 
leaſt agreeable to my Genius, to rip up and launce 
a-freſh thoſe Old Sores of Diſſenſion: However, 
that which Iam moſt concern'd at, is that an end 
is not put to thoſe tedious, wrangling and unpro- 
fitable Diſputes, which are ſo often promoted a- 
, mongſt us about Forms and Ceremonies, which 
being only the ſhadow of Religion, are neverthe. 
leſs catch'd at with the greateſt earneſtneſs, till we 


have quite loſt the Subſtance of itz by which ; 
means the profeſſed Enemies of true Chriſtian Pie- 


ty have gain'd great Advantages, and without a 
ſpeedy Union in Heart and Hand, I fear a worſe 
thing will befall this Church and State, | 
I come nou to ſhew, how God is to be honour'd 
in his Publick Worſhip, by all ſound Members of 
the myſtical Body of his Blefſed Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
tho' their private Opinions bear any denomination 
whatſoever; and that when we have not an op- 
portunity to hear the Word of God duely Read, 
Preach'd or Handled in a Congregation of our own 
Perſwaſion, we may lawfully reſort to ſome other, 
provided they own the ſame Fundamental Kue 
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1 
of the Chriſtian Faith. We need not be ſo nice, 
as to ask, Whether the Miniſter Preaches in a 
Church, or in a Meeting-houſe; nor to examine, 
«yhether he wears a Surplice, Caſſock, or a Cloak; 
whether he bows to the Altar or refuſes to do it; 
whether he reads the Prayers diſtinctly, or deli. 
vers them, as the Spirit gives him Utterance? 
Neither is it a great matter to demand, what Opi- 
nion he's of? But we are to inquire into the Sound- 
ne of his Doctrine, and the purity of his Life, 
and if they be found conformable to the ſtrict Rules 
of Chriſtianity, we muſt make no ſcruple to hear 
him with awful Reverence and reſolved Obe- 
dience. | Go 

The Fourth Point of Honour due to God, is in 
his Houſe, that is to ſay, any Place where a Con- 
gregation of Chriſtian People is aſſembled, with 
a real Deſign to worſhip God in thole Ordinances, 
which are of his own Inſtitution ; and whenever 


weenter ſuch a Church, we muſt remember, God 
z there preſent in a more particular manner, than 


* ia any other Place: Therefore O Child of Grace, 


when thou comelt to tread theſe Sacred Courts, 
take care to behave thy ſelf, as becomes an Inha- 
bitant of the New Feruſalem , withdraw thy wan» 
d'ring Thoughts from all Worldly Things, and 
cauſe them to center on the moſt ſublime Objects; 
caſt not ſo much as a ſingle Glance, on the Modes, 
Beauties, or Finery, of any of thoſe that are joyn'd 
with thee in the Congregation, but fix thy Eyes 
ſtedfaſtly on the Divine Glory, or on the Preach- 
er; and let the geſtures of thy Body, during the 
whole time of Service, be decent, comely and re- 
verent in all reſpects. Such is the Demeanour of 
every worthy Member of Chriit's Church Mili- 


tant 
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ion, we cannot be ſaid to honour God after a due 
manner, and as we muſt do, if ever we expect to 


be admitted into his Church Triumphant in Hea- 
ven. l 
The fifth main Duty we owe to God, is that of 
honouring and hallowing his Day, I do not mean 


the Seventh Day, enjoyn d to be kept holy, in the 
Old Teſtament, but that Day on which the Lord 
Jeſus role from the Dead, and compleated our Re- 
demption, and which is commonly called Sunday, 
or the Lord's Day; for the main reaſon, why this 
Day is kept, and the Seventh-day Sabbath aboli- 
ud, is, That the Work of Redemption is greater 
and more glortous than that of Creation; ſo that 
without all doubt, the firſt Day of the Week is 
the time that we muſt ret from all our Labours, 
and not only ſo, but from all our Pleaſures, tho 
other wiſe never ſo lawful : It is not a Day to de- 
light our felves in, by walking in the Fields, riding 
in Chariots, viſiting of Friends, or diſcourſing of 
Things that do not tend to Edification; nor is it 
to be ſpent in Sleeping, Feaſting, Bodily Exerciſes 
or any other Divertiſements whatever : But as ſoon 
as the Day dawns, or we happen to awake out of 
our Sleep in the Morning, we muſt inſtantly bid 
Adieu to all our Worldly Concerns and raiſe our 
Thoughts on high, breaking forth into ſome ſuch 
Expreſſtons as thele : > 
Oh Bleſſed Lord, what reafon have I to adore 
[ *ihy Glorious Majeſty for ſhewing me the light of 
another of thy Days, in which I am to refreſh my 
<felf, diſmiſſing all the cares of toilſome labour, 
and reverently to aſcend thy Courts; where J 
{hall ing thy Praiſe and hear thy Word in the great 
LEES Con- 
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e Congregation, of thy People aſſembled together 
«© to glority thy moſt Holy Name! Oh what an Em- 
© blem is this of that everlaſting Sabbath, which I 
F< ſhall enjoy with the Angelical Quire, and the Spi- 

Wc cits of juſt Men made pertect: This is a joyful Day 
indeed, wherein I may have free liberty to con. 
cſult the Records of Heaven, and to ſee how Ac- 
© counts ſtand between God and my Soul; this is 
{alſo a proper ſeaſon to enter into my Clolet, and 
© there to make my Requeſts known to my Sovee 
© raign Creator. Oh happy Market-day in which 
b may plentifully ſupply my Soul with rich Vi- 
i- WW *ands for the enſuing Week; and furniſh her with 
r WW *<eglorious Ornaments that will never decay, but 
t continue freſh and entire to Eternal Ages! Such 
s Divine Breathings as theſe will naturally proceed 
> from the Mouth of a ſanctify'd Chriſtian, who is 
4 always ready to worſhip God in ſincerity of Heart, 
to look upon Sacred Things with a deep Veneration, 
and eſpecially to have a due regard to the Sabbath- 
Day. 

A Sixth means by which we become capable of 
doing Honor to God, is the providing of a plentiful 
Portion for thoſe that wait at his Altar, and are 
employ'd in Preaching the Word of Life : That 
Congregation which takes no care for the mainte- 
nance of their Teachers, or neglects to ſupport 
them whea it lyes in their pewer, in my opinion, 
cannot be ſaid to deſerve the Name of Chriſtian : 
And indeed, we need not be ſollicitous to know, 
Whether we are oblig'd to this Dury by the 
Laws of our Nation, but we are to have reſpect 
to the poſitive Command of God; ſince he has 
enjoyn'd us in ſeveral Places of the Holy Scripture, 
to provide for thok that Preach rheGoſpel of Peace, 
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who goeth 4 warfare any time at his own Charges? 
who planteth 4 Vineyard, and eateth not of the Fruit 
thereof? or who feedeth 4 Flock, and eateth not of the | 
Milkof the Flock? 1 Cor. 9. 7. 1 
I take it to be an evident ſign of the general De- 
cay of Chriſtian Piety, when People grow {lack in 
their duty towards poor Miniſters, which is too 
frequently neglected in this degenerats Age; how | 
ry good and gracious+ Clergy-men of all Per- 
ſwaſions arethere now languiſhing under extreme 
Penury, and more eſpecially within the Pale of 
the Church of Exgland! So that I have often mour- 
ned in private at the ſight of ſo many Chriſtian 
Worthies. indow'd with all the excellent Quali- 
ties requiſite in an able Divine, reduc'd to ſuch 
fad Extremities, as I am even aſham'd to name; 
and could heartily with, ſome timely Proviſion 
were made for their Support. It would be too te- 
dious to relate, how many in this Kingdom are 
poſſels'd of ſmall Benefices, with the cure of Souls, 
the yearly Revenue of which does not amount to 
above Twenty or Thirty Pounds; for the mainte> 
nance of themſelves and Families, which are ge- 
nerally very great: But that which adds moſt to 
| my grief, is the wilful neglect of ſome of our No- 
| bility and Gentry, who live near ſuch Divines, 
and yet take no Care to relieve them out of their 
Superfluities 3 certainly the Omiſſion of this Du- 
ty 15 2 manifeſt Violation of God's Honour, and of 
the reſpe& due to the Labourers in his Vineyard, 
| fince what is beſtow'd on them upon ſuch an Ac- 
count, is offered to the Soyeraign Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, whole Ambaſladors they are. 
| The Seventh Branch of Honour due to God, is 
| chat of Building, Repairing and Beautifying the Ta- 
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bernacles, or Places of Worſhip, where his glorious. - 


Name is ſet forth and hallow'd , this is a Duty in- 
cumbent on all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, to 


L, ſet a-part ſome particular Place for their meet ing 
together, to celebrate the Praile of Almighty God, 


to hear his moſt holy Word, and to pray for all 


things that are necelfary for their Souls and Bodies. 


When a King is to be proclaim'd, it is uſually done 
in the high ſpacious Streets, before the Royal Ex- 
change or Town houle z and not in a Lane, or pri- 
vate corner of the City; or when a Feaſt is to be 
made upon any ſolema Occaſion, we order it to be 
prepar'd in ſome Hall, or other convenient Apaxt- 
ment, and not ia the meaneſt Room of our Houle: 
Then certainly an indiſpenſable Obligation lyes up- 
on Perſons of all manner of Perſwalions, to pro- 
claim the Name of the King of Glory and Sove- 
raiga Lord of Heaven and Earth, in the nobleſt 
Structures that can be built, and to celebrate the 
great Love: feaſt of our Lord's Supper in ſtately Ca- 
thedrals, or other neat Churches, dedicated to his 


Service; and not to be ſo rude as to perform theſe 


Solemnities in a Rarn, Ceffee-hovie, or Muſick- 
room; which I take to be very improper Places for 
the Worſhip of God, though they may be lawfally 
put to ſuch a Uſe, when no better can be procur'd, 
Indeed, I ever look'd upon thoſe Men to have a 
more than ordinary regard to the Honour of God; 
who liberally contribute out of their own Store, 
or Cauſe Collections to be made, for the Buildin 
Repairing, Inlarging, or Beautifying of Churches, 
or Chappels, eſpecially that ro which they have 
the neareſt Relation, I 
Having thus explain'd the Seven chief Articles 
relating to the Honour of God, I ſhall conclude 
; with 
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with aſſuring all thoſe who are negligent in the 
performing of this Duty, or ſlight any of the above- 
mentioned Particulars, That their Names will be 
blotted out of the true Church on Earth, and out 


of that in Heaven; for *tis not every one that is 
Baptiz'd into the Chriſtian Faith, that will be 


found in Communion with the Holy Catholick 


and Apoſtolick Church; but many ſhall be exclu- 
ded from aſſociating themſelves wich the Children 
of the moſt High; and be commanded to depart, 
with an, I nom ye not, into the Regions of ever- 
laſting Darkneſs, It ſtartles me when I conſider, 
how many will be wretchedly fruſtrated of their 
Expectations, who thought of nothing leſs, than 
that their Names were regiſter'd in the Book 
of Life, when they were only written in the 
Liſt of damned Reprobates 3 a fatal miſtake, that 
cannot be retriev'd for Ten Thouſand Rivers of 
Oil. Oh the hideous out-cries they'll then make 
to the Mountains and Rocks to cover them, and 
hide them from the indignation of an all-ſeeing 
God, who is juſt ready to take a moſt dreadful Re- 


and Impieties! No Tongue is able to expreſs the 
Storms of Confuſion that will ſuddenly ovet- 
- whelm their drooping Spirits, and fill their 
Thoughts with utter Diſtraction 3 it would be tod 
tedious to inlarge on all the diima] Scenes of Mite- 
ry, that will ariſe from this ſingle Conſideration, 
That time was, when they might have ſecur'd 
their Happinels, inſtead of being for ever banith'd 
from the preſence of God, but now the Day of 
Grace is pals'd, and there is no longer any ſpace for 
Repentance. | 
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The glorious Rewards of thoſe that gite God the Honour 
| due to his Name. 


$ 2. Since this is to be the tragical End of all 
obſtinate Sinners, who wilfully refuſe, ro ſhew 
that Veneration, which is due to the Supreme 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, with reſpect to all his 
Divine Ordinances, unleſs their Ruin be prevent- 
2d by a fincere and timely Repentance: Let me 
without any farther delay, proſtrate my felt before 
:he Throne of Grace, and humbly beſeech Al- 
mighty God on my bended Knees, that he would 
vouchſafe to direct me and the reſt of Mankind, 
how to honour him in thoſe things that are agree- 
able to his Holy Word; then I thall think my ſelf 
Wiſe enough, if I can but atrain to Salvation, 
1nd ſufficiently Great, if I enjoy the Favour of 
God, and live in his Preſence to all Eternity. 1 
et no value on that tranſitory Honour which may 
2: confer'd'on me in this World for a ſhort {pace 
of time, and will be ſoon laid in the Duſt, or 
:hang'dinto Diſgrace 3 but if I could ſhew a due 
reſpect to my Soveraign Creator, I ſhould gain the 
protection of Heaven, and be rais'd to the higheſt 
”innacle of that ſolid Honour my Nature is capa- 
ble of; which will always bloom and never be 
blaſted by the bluſtering Winds of Calumny or 
Misfortune. 25 MDT "es 

Sleep on ye lumbering Sinners, in a careleſs 
neglect of your Baptiſmal Vous; for my part, I'm as 
reſolv'd to maintain my Poſt, and manfully to 
ght againſt the World, the Fleſh and the Devil: 
veep on ye drow ſy Sinners, that never take care 
o celebrate the bleſſed Supper of a dying Saviour; 
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III always be vigilant and ready to approach his 
Holy Table in a due remembrance of his bitrer yer 
meritorious Death and Paſſion : Still continue to 
glut your ſelves with ſenſual Pleaſures, ye floath- 
ful Sinners, that never repair to the Houſe of God, 
with a fervent Zeal ; I'll eater his Courts with 
Praiſe, and his Gates with Songs of Thankſgiv- 
ing: Still take your reſt, ye {lumbering Sinners, 
that {light the Sacred Word of God, looking upon 
it as a Dead and Inſignificant Letter, Ill be conti- 
nually employ'd in ſearching the Holy Scriptures; 
for they contain the Words of Eternal Life, Con- 
tinue ſtill in your fatal Lethargy, ye deſperate Sin- 
ners; and ſleep away the Sabbath, or elſe ſpend it 
in diverting your ſelves with vain Delights; Vl 
riſe early in the Morning on that Bleſſed Day, and 
purchaſe Oil for my Lamp, that I may be ready 
to attend on the Bridegroom at his firſt coming: 
Let your Hearts be ſurfeited with Luxury and ealc, 
ye riotous Sinners, whilſt the poor Diſciples of 
Chriſt are ſtarving at your Door; Ill make haſte 
torelieve the wants of thoſe that preach the Word 
of Truth, which ſerves for my ſpiritual Repaſt,and 
ſtrengthens me in my Journey to the Heavenly 
Caxaan, Take your fill of deſtructive Eaſe, ye 
ſloathful Reprobates, and let the Tabernacles of 
the moſt High fall to ruin by your neglect; Ill re- 
pair thoſe noble Structures by a liberal Contribu- 
tion : So that by a conſcientious diſcharge of all 
my Duties to God, I ſhall diſingage my ſelf from 
thoſe {laviſh Fears that continually attend Trans- 
greſſous, inſure to my Soul thole ſolid Pleaſures 
that infinitely ſurpaſs the unſatisfactory Delights 
of a vain World, and at laſt be receiv'd by my blel- 
ſed Saviour inta the Manſions of everlaſting 9B, 
I | | 7 
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with a well done good and faithful Servant enter inte. 
thy Maſter's Foy. | „ 

Oh how much are my Deſires rais'd above the 
Sphere of Carnal Enjoyments, and rapt up to the 
Empyreal Orbs! I have ſo great a Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, that I could readily ſacrifice all m 

Worldly Intereſt, ifI might by any means, pleaſe 
my Maker, and get into the Ark of his Favour + 
rhea ] ſhould be far above the Flattery of fawning 

„Paraſites, who promiſe to themſelves and others 
great Preferment, but upon a ſuddain revolution 
of Goverament or the frown of a Prince, all their 
voin Expectations are chang'd into diſmal Scenes 
it of Diſappointment3 ſo that the. poor deluded. 
Wretches are forc'd to creep like a Snail into a pri- 
vate Retirement; being aſham'd to appear any 
longer in Publick, leſt the Eyes of quick- ſighted 
Envy ſhould behold them in Diſgrace : But thanks. 
be to Heaven, my Cale is far different, I ſerve a, 
God that will infallibly advance me to the moſt” 
E. {ublime Honours, by admitting me into his glori- 
aus Preſence in his Heavenly Palace, where there, 
will be none to deprive me of tlie digoity I ſnall. 
be promoted to, with the Nobles above; none tg. 
envy of repine at my Happineſs, none deſirous to. 
ſee a Change; but the whole Celeſtial quire will 
rejoyce with Songs of Praiſe and Thanklziving. to 
him that firs on the Throne for ever andever. Amtn., 
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4 Devout Meditation for the Lord's Supper, or 4 Pre- 
pouarat ion for awortby Communicant, J 
] Am now come to treat of an important Duty, 
which concerns all tr * Chriſtians, but cage 
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not find Words to expreſs my Conceptions with 
reſpect to ſo ſublime a Myſtery : What flouds of 
| Tears would flow from my Eyes, e're my droop- 
ing Soul could be reviv'd, or my trembling Hand 
kept ſo ſteady as to deſcribe the forlorn State, of 
| the greateſt part of Profeſſors, who refuſe to come 
| to our Lord's Table, that they may have Life, 
| tho* invited with all the kind Sollicitations of a 
dying Saviour, who the ſame Night in which he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
be brake it, and gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take, 
| eat, this is my body which is given for you, ao this in 
remembrance of me: Likewiſe after Supper, he took 
| the Cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of this; for this is the 
| Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for you, 
and for many for the Remiſſion of Sins; Do this as of- 
ten as ye ſhall drink of it, in remembrance of me. 
Here's the quinteſſence of Divine Love exprels'd in 
| a moſt pathetick Style, ſufficient to charm the 
| moſt obſtinate Sinner into the Embraces of hisever- 
| bleſſed Redeemer : Where are thoſe wretched 
Souls that can fit unconcern'd in the dark Regions 
of Death, and hear ſuch gracious Expreſſions pro- 
| ceeding from the Mouth of the Son of God, and 
not come forth to be certify'd of the occaſion of ſo 
ſurprizing an Adventure? Oh unhappy Day to 
them, when the animal Spirits were firſt infus'd 
into their Veins !' Why dy'd they not as ſoon as 
made capable of living; what made them force 
| their paſſage into the World, or offer themſelves 
| to be baptiz'd in the Chriſtian Faith? 

Oh careleſs Sinner, what ſtrong Chains are thoſe 
that bind thee fo faſt in the loathſome Dungeon of 
Sin, that all the ſtrength of Chriſt's Blood cannot 
7 un- 


unlink thy Soul from the bondage of Death? 
W hat delight can'ſt thou take in the courtſhip of 
Vice, that's worthy to be compar'd to thoſe re- 
freſhing Streams of Love, which flow from the 
Fountain of Life? Awake, awake, O drowſy 
Soul, rouſe thy ſelf from the fatal Lethargy of 
Sin, and inflame thy Heart with ardent tran(- 
ports of Seraphick Love : Spend not thy precious 
Moments in hunting after Worldly Pleaſures, but 
in the purſuit of a moſt dear and gracious Saviour, 
whole Converſation will extremely refreſn thy 
languiſhing Soul, and inſpire it with new Vigour, 
Come along with me, and taſte the ſweetneſs of 
Chriſt ; come, and Il lead thee directly to the 
I Banquet of Love, where a Table is furniſh'd with 
plenty of richViands, where all thy Thirſty Defires 
call be quench'd at the Pool of \Rezbeſaa'; . Do but 
take a taſte of this Heavenly Bread, one mor ſel cf 
which will ſatis fie you more than all the rank Pleas 
ſures of Sin; do but taſte one drop of this noble 
Wine, which is infinitely more delicious than all 
the ſophiſticated Cordials of Vice 

Come and ſee. the glorious Redeemer of the 
World, taking his laſt Farewel z take a full-yiew 
of him as he hangs on the Croſs, with bleeding 
Wounds in his Hands and Feet: Obſerve howthey 
offer d him Vinegar and Gall to driak, and plant- 
ed a Crown of Thorns: cn his, Head, the ſharp 
rickles of which pierc'd his tender skin, fo that 
he Blood trickled dawn in Crimion-drops:;: Hear 
low he cries in the anguith of his Spirit, Father if 
t be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me; mark well 


oy ow he fighs, bleeds and dies, to bring thee to 
5 imſelf; What humane Affection can be equal to 
un- ix tranſcendent and inimitable Love which Chriſt 
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entertains for miſerable ungrateful Sinners? Then 
hy doſt thou not immediately embrace and kiſs 
the Son of God, owning him as thy moſt dear 
Lotd and Redeemer : Come my Beloved, eat ofthis 
Bread and drink of this Wine, in remembrance of 
him; come and feaſt thy ſelf wit li ſuch delicious 
Fare as is prepar*d on purpoſe for thy Refreſhment ; 
why doſt thou loiter, and ſtay behind, being un- 
willing to be drawn with the Cords of Love? 
What Reaſon haſt thou for ſo dangerous a delay; 
haſt thou any ObjeRions to offer, why thou doſt 
not inſtantly cloſe with Chriſt in this. Holy Ordi- 
nance ? In the Name of God, let us reaſon a little 
about this Matter; for I'll undercake by the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance to reſolve all thy ſcrupulousDoubts, 
and to remove thy needleſs Fears, An 
Art thou afraid to come to this Heavenly Ban- 
quet, leſt thou ſhould'ſt eat and drink thy own 
Damnation? Let not that common ſcruple dil- 
courage thee, there is no paſſage of Scripture in 
the whole Book of God, that has any reference in 
this Caſe to everlaſting Damnation in the future 
State: And indeed, were it ſo, what mortal Man 
now living could eſcape endleſs puniſhment; or 
what Communicant is there that comes ſo upright 
and pure to that Holy Table, at all times, as ne- 
ver to receive it unworthily 2 Let me aſſure thee, 
this is to miſinterpret the true ſenſe and meaning 
of the Scripture, and eſpecially that part of it 
which ſo nearly relates to thy Salvation; for admit 
it were fo, that thou ſhould'ſt receive this Sacra- 
ment, without any Preparation, and come to the 
Lord's Table ſurrounded with all the Sins of a long 


to 
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Life, tis not the coming to the holy Communion 
or the eating of the conſecrated Bread, and drinsF i 


TI 


8 
ing of the Wine, that will damn thee, if thou 
wert to die immediately; but tis the guilt of thy 
former Sins and Tranſgreſſions that will plunge 
thee into the bottomleſs Pit. 5 11 
The Damnation expreſꝰ d in that portion of Seri- 
pture 1 Cor, 11. 29. which relates to eating and 
drinking unworthily is to be underſtood chiefly, if 
not wholly of Temporal Puniſhments, and not 
. Eternal; for St. Paul immediately ſubjoyns in the 
X next Verle, For this cauſe, many are weak and ſickly 
N among you, and many ſleep; ſo that, the Apoſtle in 
1 this Commination, apparently had regard to the 
Puniſhments of the Body, and not thoſe of the 
Soul: Neither are there any future Puniſhments 
more particularly appropriated to this Sin of Recei- 
ving unworthily, than to any other Tranſgreſſion; 
for what Sin is there that does not unavoidably 
tend to our Damnation, if we wittingly and wil- 
fully continue to our laſt Gaſp in the committing 
of it, without any true Repentance ? L 
And farther, conſider the Perſons to whom theſe 
Words were directed, that is to ſay, to a People 
that met together, not to receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, in ſuch a mannet, as 
was ordained by Chriſt, but to eat, and be drunk; 
as you may read in the 20. 21, and 22 Verſes of 
the ſame Chapter, where the great Apoſtle tells 
them, when ye come together into one place, this is 
not to eat the Lord's Supper; for in eating every one 
taketh before others, his own Supper; and one is hun- 
gry, aud another is drunk ; what, have ye not Houſes 
to eat and to arink in? or deſpiſe ye the Church of God, 
and ſbame them that have not ? what ſhall 1 ſay to you? 
Shall 1 praiſe you in this}, 1praiſe you not. However, 
not wit hſtanding the unſeemly Coming of thole 
3 Corin- 
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demnation upon them relating to the otherWorld, 
but only ſhew them the ill Conſequences of their 
Irregularity in this; that is to ſay, if they conti- 
nued to meet together and to profane the Lord's 
Table, after ſuch an indecent manner, God would 
puniſh them with ſundry Plagues and divers Judg- 
ments; and indeed, the Greek Word x47ue in the 
Original, ſeems to import no more than Judgment, 
1. e. ſome ſignal exemplary Puniſhment inflicted 
on Offenders in this preſent Life; ſo that although 
our Tranſlators of the New Teſtament have rende- 
red it Damnation in the Text, yet they have judi- 
cloufly put the Term Judgment in the Margin: 
Upon the whole, your Caſe is far different from 
| that of the firſt Offenders and Profaners of this Or- 
| dinance 3 for there are no Chriſtians even in our 
degenerate Age ſo vile, as to preſume to approach 
the Holy Table, under ſuch Circumſtances: There- 
fore let me perſwade you to lay aſide this needleſs 
Scruple, and to become a worthy Partaker of the 
moſt comfortable Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
| of Chriſt, ſince it is more excuſable to come unpre- 
| Pared, than not at all. Are you diſcouraged from 
appearing at this ſolemn Feaſt, upon the peruſal of 
tome Books bearing the Title of A weeFs Exerciſe, 
or, A Preparatory Service for a worthy Communi- 
cant, &c. in which you find ſuch ſtrict Rules and 
Methods of Preparation, as you know not how to 
| put in Practice, and therefore reſolve to abſent your 
| ſelf altogether from theſe Divine Myſteries ? In- 


| deed it were to be wiſh'd, That many of theſe Books | 


| were not altogether ſo full of ſublime Notions and 
| fevere Injunctions and prolix ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
Mat let ve rather to dishearten young Practitioners 
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Corinthians, he does not paſs a Sentence of Con- 
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in Devotion, than to promote their approaches to 
the Holy Table. However, thou may'ſt be cer- 
tainly aſſured, if thou prepareſt thy ſelf to the ut- 
moſt of thy Power with fincerity of Heart, though | 
thou art not cleanſed according to the unſpotted 
Purification of the Sanctuary, thatChriſt will admit 
thee as a worthy Communicant,to his ſacred Altar. 

Art thou afraid to come, becaule thou art not 
in Charity with thy Neighbour, thy averſion to 
theſe holy Myſteries is ſo far from diminiſhing thy 
Malice and Hatred againſt thy Brother, that it is 
the only means to encreaſe it? Therefore draw near 
with all ſpeed to the Sacrament, and thou ſhalt ex- 
perimentally find ſuch an Ocean of Forgiveneſs in 
the Son of God towards thee, that thou muſt of 
neceſſity endeavour to follow his Example, in for- 
giving others. Art thou deterr'd from coming, 
as not being well inſtructed in the Principles of Re- 
ligion ? Thy ſupine negle of ſo indiſpenſable a 
Duty, tends only to eſtabliſh and augment thy 
wilful Ignorance z then make haſte to partake of 
this Holy Sacrament + and thou ſhalt be better in- 
tormed by diſcerning the admirable Myſteries un- 
folded in the celebration of it: Art thou wavering 
in thy Opinion? Make no ſcruple to cloſe with this 
Heavenly Ordinance,and thou ſhalt be confirm'd in 
the true Religion, the Sum of which, is to fear God 
and keep his Commandments : Art thou void of 
Faith? by coming to the Lord's Table, chou ſpalt 
have a diſtin Idea of the Divine Attributes, and 
ſhalt be enabled ſtedfaſtly to believe all the Articles 
of thy Creed: Art thou poor in Spirit? apply thy 
{elf to Chriſt in the Sacrament ,; and he'll make thee 
rich in good Works: Haſt thou no intereſt in the 
Beloved Jeſus? come to this Banquet, and thou 

| F 4 ſhalt 
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ſhalt be entirely united to him: Art thou leſt de- 
ſtitute and forlorn in thy outward State? Draw 
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near to the Holy Table, and Chriſt will comfort- 
ably ſupport thee in all thy Troubles: Art thou de- 


ſpiſed by Men? Come to this Feaſt, and thou ſhalt be 


receiv d into thy dear Redeemerꝰ's Favour: Art thou 
afflicted with a wounded Conſcience ? approach 
his Sacred Altar, and the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine will prove a ſoveraign Balſam to heal its 
Wounds : In a word, let thy Condition be never 


ſo mean, do but frequent the Communion of 
Saints at the Lord's Supper, and thou ſhalt find a 


ſupply for all thy wants and neceſſities. 
However, give me leave to tell you, ye doubting 


Chriſtians, tis much better to approach the Lord's 


Table duely prepar d, than to come at all adven- 
tures, without a ſerious and awful reflection on the 
ſacred Grandeur of this Divine Feaſt; but the Ar- 
gument I would inſiſt on, as has been already hint- 
ed, is, That we run a greater hazard in neglect- 
ing to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
being ſo ſolemnly invited by Chriſt himſelf, than 
we can do by any unworthy partaking of it: Mi. 
ſtake me not, I do not ſay, you commit no Sin in 
coming unprepared, but that you commit a grea- 
ter in ſtaying away; my Reaſon is this, If you re- 
pair to the te Table, there may be ſome hopes 


of amendment of Life, but if you altogether abſent 
| your ſclvgs, there's ao proſpect of a Reformation; 
for you may as well make an Excuſe, That you are 


very fame ; For every Man is ſenſible, he's not fit 


not prepar'd for entring the Houle of God, to hear 
his moſt Holy Word, and ſo keep away and never 

o at all, as to pretend, you are not duely quali- 
ed to come to the Sacrament z the Caſe being the 
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for any Duty, ſo long as he continues in any known 
wilful, or premeditated Sin. Can it then be rea- 

ſonably interr'd from the Premiſses, That we are 

at liberty to caſt off all ſenſe of Religion, and never 

uſe the means, which are appointed by God for our 
Reconciliation to him? If this be not the high Road 
to utter Deſtruction, I know not what is; ſo that 
you may as well refuſe to Pray, or perform any o- 
ther Duty to God, as to forbear coming to his Ho- 
ly Table, becauſe you are not ſo well prepar'd as 
you deſire to be; which is a very common, but un- 
reaſonable Pretence. | 

But theſe frivolous Excuſes will not avail you, at 
the terrible day of general Aſfizes, for Chriſt will 
look on all that wilfully turn their Backs on this ho- 
ly Ordinance, as his greateſt Enemies, It was an ad- 
mirable Expreſſion of one of our worthy Divines, 


when he was diſcourſing of the neceſſity of thisDu- 


ty, we had better (ſays he) come unprepared, than not 
at all, for in coming we own the Ordinance, but in ſtay- 
ing away, we diſobey à poſitive Command, If you lay, 


you are not prepar'd, and reſolve not to come, till 


you bein a fiti capacity; in the Name of God, 
why do you not make ſuch a timely Preparation, 
as you think is neceſſary? If you do immediately 
{et about it, I ſhall believe you're ſerious, and a 
good Chriſtian, but if you refule, I ſhall conclude, 


You have abandon'd all manner of Religion, and 
have no Love for Chriſt, but ſeign theſe Excules, | 
that you may continue in an unregenerate Condi- | 


tion. Therefore let me aſſure you, if you are not 
qualified to perform this Command of Chriſt, you 
are not prepar d for Heaven; ſo that your Caſk is 


deſperate, and will be ſo, till you come to the 
Lord's Table # For though your Lite be never fo | 


a 
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unblameable, if you refuſg to come to the ſo- 
lemn Feaſt of Love; you are till in an unconverted 
State, and can have no ſolid Peace within your 
own Breaſt, ſo that no Man can be the ae? for 
the Receiving of the Holy Communion, but he'll 
be miſerable paſt all recovery, if he abſent him- 
ſelf from it. | Ye Re 
Then let me intreat you for the ſake of Chriſt and 
the Salvation of your own immortal Souls, to per- 
form this Duty without any farther delay, or 
feigned Excuſesʒ lay hold on the next opportunity, 
leſt you be deprived of all others, by a ſuddain 
Death, and in order to your due receiving of theſe 
Sacred Elements of Bread and Wine, make uſe of 
ſuch Preparatory Ejaculations as theſe in the pre- 
ceeding Week, and repeat them, as often as your 
leaſure will permit, O thou bleſſed Redeemer of 
*the World, prepare my Sonl for the meeting of 
© thee in thy Houſe, and at thy Table; forgive me 
© the Sins of my Soul, and the Sins of my Body; 
the Sins of my Youth, and the Sins of my Ape 
© my ſecret and my whiſpering Sins; my preſum- 
ptuous and my crying Sins; the Sins I have com- 
mitted to pleaſe my ſelf, and thoſe I have done 
| co gratify others: Forgive me my wanton and 
idle Sins, forgive me my ſerious and deliberate 
Sias; forgive me thoſe Sins which I remembes, 
and thoſe that IJ have quite forgot; theSins which 
have ſtrenuouſly endeavour'd fo long to conceal 
| *from others, that now I have even hid them from 
| © my own Memory; forgive me them O Lord, | 
| *moſt. humbly beſeech thee, forgive them all; 
 *© blot chem out of the Book of thy Remembrance, 
and bury them in the Land of Oblivion. 
Come away my Soul, come away with all — 
* rom 
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from the lewd embraces of Sin ; enter into thy 


Cloſet and continue there till the Day begins to 
dan, when thou ſhalt ſee Chriſt appearing as the 
Morning ſtar, to receive thee into his Banqueting- 
© houſe, where his Banner over thee will be Love: 
O thou whom my Soul deſires, inrich me with 
© that precious Ointment which is ſo plentifully 
© afforded at thy Table; ſatisfie my longing Soul, 
<with one morlel of that Bread which is broken for 
«the ſuſtenance of poor diſconſolate Sinners: O 
thou Saviour of the World, cloath me with the 
Royal Robes of thy Righteouſneſs, ſo ſhall I ſit on 
© the Heavenly Throne with great delight, and be 
(atiated with the ſweet fruits of thy Paſſionʒlet thy 
Preſence bedew me, with the retreſhingShowers of 
© thy Grace; for how much better is thy Love, than 


call thePleaſures of Sin, and the taſt of thy delicious 


Bread and Wine, than all the {lender Proviſions 
and empty ſhews of a vain World? Approach, 
approach my Soul, to meet the Lord of Life, in 
that Heavenly Ordinance, which is of his own 
appointment; come dreſs thy ſelf with all thoſe 
* ſhining Vertues that are requiſite for the adorning 
of a true Chriſtian, when he's juſt going to be en- 
tertain'd by hisSoveraign Lord, on a ſolemnFeſtiyal. 

Let me be ſo circumſpect in the performance of 
every particular Duty, as to appear more reſplen- 
dent and zealous than the reſt of my Fellow-· com. 


A 


municants. Lord, what Love haſt thou for me, 


as to entertain ſo mean a Gueſt on a Day of Jubilee, 


a Day on which thou diſplay'ſt thy Glories, in a 
diſtinguiſhing manner; this is a condeſcenſion 
beyond the Thoughts of Man to conceive, or the 
Tongue of an Angel to expreſs ! Lord, what ſhall 
I render to thee for theſe ineſtimable Benefits, but 


the 
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the Sacrifice of Praiſe, and the mortification of all 
my Sins; or how ſhall I contain my ſelf within 


the bounds of a moderate Joy, and not break forth 


into the higheſt Raptures of melodious' Songs! 


What Soul is there that is not quite deveſted of 
its rational Faculty, which can reject the kind In- 
vitations of a glorious God made Man, and not 
come to this Feaſt of good Things, when ſo lov- 
ingly bidden ? | 1525 

Are there any that have marry'd a Wife, and 
plead that as an Excuſe for their not coming to 
this Divine Banquet? Poor deluded Mortals, hat 
a vain pretence is this! Shew me any of the Fair 
Sex, whoſe alluring Charms can draw a reaſona- 
ble Soul, from the {weet Imbraces of a glorify'd 
S. Redeemer, whoſe Converſation is infinitely more 


attractive than all the faint Smiles of a fading 


Beauty. No ſuch ſenſual Delights are ſo charm- 
ing as to withdraw a Child of God from this Feaſt 
of Love; this would be to exchange a Crown for 
a Gourd, or an everlaſting ſubſtance for a fleeting 
ſhadow ; this would be, as it I ſhould chuſe to feed 
on Husks, when 1 might feaſt on the fatted Calf, 
or to be cloathd in Raggs and Tatters, When! 
might be adorn'd with Imperial Robes. Are there 
any that have bought a Yoke of Oxen, and deſire 

| to be excus'd upon that account, from giving at- 
tendance at the Sacred Altar? Let me ſee any of 
| thoſe unwieldy Beaſts, whoſe ſtrength is ſufficient 
to draw a noble Soul that is Divinely inſpir'd, from 
meeting her Soveraign Lord, who has prepar'd for 
| her a ſumptuous Feaſt, and furniſh'd his Table 


EB. with all ſorts of delicate Proviſions ; if all the Cat- 
tel on a Thouſand Hills were ranged together, their 


force would be far too weak to drag ſuch a gene- 
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rous Soul from Chriſt, whole Love is ſtronger 
than all the Chains of Sin; this ſtupid and fatal 
Exchange of bartering a moſt gracious Saviour for 
a Team of brute Beaſts, muſt be plac'd to the ac- 
count of thoſe drowſy Clowns, who ſleep away 
their precious Time in deceitful Dreams, that at- 
ford only a kind of diſtracted Reſt, and whole ſor- 
- lorn State is rather to be lamented than deſir'd by 
every vigilant Chriſtian, Are there any that have 
d Ml newly purchas'd a Farm, and would willingly bring 
o ll that in, as good aPlea for their non-appearance at the 
at Holy Table? What a vain pretence is this! Lord, 
ir ¶ where is that fruitful Land, that can yield a better 
2+ MW Harveſt than theſe rewards of Eternal Life ? 
'd What a {ad Cataſtrophe muſt I expect to ſee, if 
re I refuſe to come, when the Oxen and the Fatlings 


ng are kill'd, and all things made ready for my Re- 
n- ception ! Lord, I would not put fo grievous an 
alt Affront upon thy Sacred Majeſty, for Ten Thou- 
for Ml {and Worlds; I had much rather be content to 
ng i leave my newly wedded Bride, and to come to 
ed WW thee, who art all over Glorious and trimm'd with 
alf, everlaſting Ornaments : Ill prove my Steers at 
n 1 


ſome other time, and inſtantly wait on thee my 
ere ¶ dear Lord in the Ordinance of thy own Inſtitution; 
fire TIl leave my Mannour to the care of Heaven, and 
at- pay my Vows to the Son of God. Oh that the 
of ¶ Day would dawn, when I ſhall receive the Pledges 
ent of his Love! Why is it ſo long a coming? I im- 
om I patiently wait for the Hour, when I may draw 
| for near to Chriſt, and refreſh my Soul with his Hea- 
able © venly Banquet. I cannot but mourn and lament, 
Cat- That the Lord of Life, ſhould ſhut up his Gates of 
heit Love, and open them but once a Month, who 
ene · heretofore usꝰd to receive his Gueſts in the cloſe of 


rous | every 
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every Day: What a happy time was that, when 


bathing chemſelves in the Well. ſprings of Life! 
Thole were Feſtival Days indeed, when the great 
Saviour of the World kept an open Court, and a 


Table always richly ſpread: Lord, how comes it 


to paſs, That poor diſtreſſed, hungry and thirſty 
Travellers ſhould be reliev'd but once in Thirty 
Days, who ſtand in need of freſh Supplies, as of- 
ten as the Sun goes down 9 Who has occaſion d fo 
dreadful a Calamity, or to whom may the Faulr 
be imputed © Not to thee my dear Redeemer , but 
to a carcleſs People, who would not enter within 
thy Courts, to partake of thy Royal Banquet; thy 
Palace was continually open, but none came in; 
S thy Fatlings were ready, but none would eat; 
| thou did it afford thy Preſence, but none appear'd; 
inſomuch that thou waſt obliged to ſend thy Ser- 
vants into the Streets to conſtrain them; never- 
S thelels they {lighted thy kind Invitagions, and 
E flew thy Meſlengers, ſo that when I reflect on 
their barbarous Proceedings, I cannot but admire, 
thou did'ſt not make a Promiſe, never to ſpread 
thy Table for the future, nor ſuffer a Soul more to 
come within thy Houſe, to eat of thy Bread and 
drink of thy Wine. 

O vain and fooliſh Mortals, what has induc'd 


| and to reject the greateſt Favours that can be be- 
ſtowed by a dying Saviour, which ought to be 
| valu'd above Rubies and all other precious Stones; 
8 nay all the Treaſures of the Univerle are not ſuffi- 
cCient to counter-ballance the loſs of them! I know 
not how to account for ſuch amazing Stupidity, 
| ncither can! find any agreeable Converſation here 
be- 


poor fainting Souls had ſo frequent opportunites of 


i you to deſpiſe the pledges of unſpeakable Love, 


[ 79 J 
low, which may be:compar'd to the Preſence of 
Chriftz then let Worldly-minded Wretches abſent 
hemſelves from the Lord's Table, and contemn 
he ſacred Myſteries 3 as for my part, I'll approach 
his Courts, and partake of his Love, which is in- 
finitely more delightſul than all the alluring baits 
pf din: Indeed I know my ſelf to be polluted with 
he ſtains of Vice, but if I do but go to him, his 
Blood will ſoon waſh them out, though they were 


f never ſo deep a die; ſo that when the Morning 
F pproaches in which I am to receive the Conſecra- 
ed Elements, I'll riſe before the break of Day, and 
© Wctire to ſome ſecret Place; where on my bended 
 Wknces 111 moſt humbly addreſs my ſelf to Chriſt, 
/ and (ay 2 | 
? O thou eternal Son of the ever-living God, 
N thou Saviour of the World, 1am come to thee in 
prayer, before the Morning-Clouds are diſpers'd, 
or ere the Sun with earlieſt Beams gilds the ſum- 
" {ics of the Mountains; I am here incircled with 
d che dark. Shades of a gloomy Night, where no 
N glimpſe of Light appears, but here and there a 


twinkling Star, that is ſoon vail'd over, by the 
ling Miſt or fleeting Snow; but notwithſtanding 
for this Obſcurity, thou can'ſt diſplay the radiant 
nd beams of thy Love, on every part of my Soul, 
4 and make it yield a brighter Luſtre, than the lu- 
minous Body of a material Sun: It can't be long 
before the joyful Day will break, when all the 
5 inkling Bells will ring their early Peals and chinie 
Ine into Church: Bleſſed Lord, what a happy 
time is this, when I may trim my Soul, and 
dreſs my Body, before I enter the Bride chamber 
nd joyn in the publick Solemnities! O Lord pre- 
pare my Heart for the Duties of the enſuing Day, 
6 * and 


: © thou Son of God, deſcend thou Judge of the 
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* and let no wandring Thoughts diſcompoſe my 
Mind, during the celebration of thy Divine My. 
© ſteries. | 

Look out, look out my Soul, I ſee the Light ap- 
pearing above the Clouds, and gently diffuſing it. 
ſelf with ruddy Streaks, O my Soul, examine well 
thy States and ſummon up all thy Faithzſee if there 
be any remains of Sin,and waſh all clear away,with 
the Tears of a penitent Bye; deveſt thy (elf of all 
Worldly Thoughts,and walk cut of thy Chamber, 
with the Wedding-robes of Chriſt'sRighteouſnels, 
into the Temple of the great God; there reverently 
proſtrate thy (elf before the Throne of Grace, and 
then joyn with the reſt of the Saints in performing 
the Morning-{ervice: As ſoon as Sermon's over a 
all the Doors ſhut, I'll make myPrayers & Supplica- 
tions unto Chriſt, in ſome ſuch pathetick Expreſſi- 
ons as theſe, © Lord now the time 15 at hand, when! 
* ſhall ſup with thee; the Table's ready ſpread with 
the Elements of thy own Inſtitution, and all the 
< Gueſts are come, I only wait for thee, my Bleſſed 
Saviour; come down I beſeech thee O Lord, come 
down; O Chriſt come down; come down {weet 
* Teſus, come down my dear Redeemer z come 
don thou Saviour of Mankind; come down 


World; vouchſaſe us thy more immediate Pre- 
ſence, as thou did'ſt to thy Apoſtles when here on 
Earth; an object not to be ſeen with bodily Per- 
ſpective, but eaſily diſcern'd by the Eye of Faith 
m come to ſee a lively repreſegtation of thy 
Death and Paſſion. I draw near to behold an Em- 
blem of thy Crucifixion ; to obſerve how thy Sa- 
* cred Body was torn in pieces, and thy precious 
* Blood ſpiſt on the Earth, to cleanſe all thg Pollu- 

ct ion 
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tions of my Soul, and to purify its infectious Air; 
© [et this Type of thy Sufferings for the Sons of 
Men agree exactly with the Antitype, and con- 
*cinually put us in mind of thy bitter yet meritori- 

* ous Paſſion on the curſed Trees raiſe my drowly 
Thoughts above the vaia Dreams of a fading 
World, and fill my Soul with ſuch Heavenly 
Raptures of Joy, as may for ever fix my Con- 
templations on thy ineffable Love. * 
gut Lord, how ſhall I ſee the Bread broken; 
and the Wine pour'd forth, without concerving 
the greateſt indignation againſt my Sins, which 
* occalion'd thy dreadful Agontes 3 was ever Love 
* like this, that aft Almighty and moſt Glorious 
God ſhould condeſcend fo far as to dye for poor 
* impotent polluted Worms of the Earth, or that 
the eternal Son of the moſt High, ſhould be ſa- 
©crific*d for his Father's rebellious Subjects, Who 
by their notorious Blaſphemies had bid hint open 
* Defiance ! O my dear Redeemer, all my Defires 
and Hopes do moſt worthily center upon thy 
*tranſcendent Love! I am fo far ſwallow'd up in 
the ſtreams of Admiration, that I know not how 
to contain my elevated Thoughts within their 
natural Bounds 3 ſhall J ſee the Bread mangled, 
and not thiak on thy maimed Body; ſhall I grind 
it with my Teeth, and not conſider how thou 
waſt bruiſed for my Tranſgreſſions? Shall I be- 
hold the Wine of a Crimſon-colour, and have no 
'Tegard to the Scatlet-gore, that flow'd from thy 
pierced (ide 5 ſhall I drink of the Cup, and feel 
the heat of the generous Wine, and not remem- 
Sa- ber how thy precious Body was chilPd, whett 
ious N reek ing Blood trickled down from every Vein ?. 
ollu-I Certainly Ecin by no means forget the Paſſion of 
ion . "2 i 
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à dying Lord; nor let his cruel Sufferings flip out 
* of my treacherous Memory; I cannot forget the 
noble Actions of the World's great Saviour; I 


can't forget the glorious appearance of the Son of 
God; I ſhall never forget the kgnal Favours of 


© Mankind's moſt gracious Redeemer; I ſhall ne- 
ver be unmindful of my Duty towards the righ- 
| *reous Judge of Heaven and Eartn. 
OO my bleſſed; Redeemer, what laud ſhall I 
render to thy moſt Holy Name; for all the ineſti- 
| * mable Benefits and Privileges thou haſt ſo libe- 
rally granted to us forlorn Wretches , eſpecially 
for thy wonderful Condeſcenſion in affording 
| * thyPreſence amidſt aCrowd of Sinners, who come 
S ©tothy Table, for the Balm of Ge ad to cure their 
* deadly Wounds ! Be pleaſed to pour in thy heal- 


ing Oil, and to apply thy Soveraign Balſam, fo as 


our drooping Souls may find ſuch relief, as to be 
© able to praile thy Name for ever and fin no more. 
*OLord I am herein thy more immediate Preſence, 
* partakiog of thy Love, eating thy Bread, and 
drinking thy Wine, in remembrance of thy Paſſion 
and Death; therefore ſhall I not dye to Sin, and 
* live to thee; dye to Unbelief, and live to Faith? 
© Yea Lord, whatever I may ſuffer, I'll neꝰer re- 
turn to Follyz for 1 ſolemnly engage my elf, be- 
* fore Almighty God, the Heavenly Quire of An- 
gels, and the Holy Aﬀembly of Communicants 
| © here preſent; that from this very inſtant of 
Time, Fil abandon Sin, to the utmoſt of my 
power, and bid a final A.- dies to the fading Plea- 
| *ſuresof a Momentany Life; looking every mi: 
Ss *nute for a ſuddain Call from hence, and a ſpeedy 
| *cntrance upon an Eternal State. 
Altho' vain Worldlings may (cot ard flouty 
| brand- 


[33] 
branding me with the opprobrious Terms of ſtark 
Fool, or dull and ſtupid Sot, more fit for a ſoli- 
tary Cave, than the Converſation of the Wiſe 
and Great; nevertheleſs, Tl ſtill perſevere in run- 
ning my Chriſtian Race, and cheer my ſelf up 
with this weighty conſideration, That the Son of 
God was ſome time accounted more contemptible 
than the vileſt of the Children of Men, and meek- 
ly indur d the contradiftion of Sinners againſt himſelf; 
I need not be concern'd, tho? the Storms of Per- 
ſecution ſhould ariſe with the ſtrongeſt Blaſt, and 
its raging Billows, for a while ſhould drive the 
Church of God, as it were chaff before the Wind; 
under ſuch ſad Circumſtances, I'd ſupport my 
I fainting Spirits, with the rich Cordial of Faith, 
and ſeriouſly medirate on the ſufferings of Chriſt 
among the learned Doctors in Fudes, where Reli- 
© © gion was the main ſubject of their Diſcourie, 
whilſt in their Actions they ſhew'd nothing but 
Pride and implacable Malice againſt the Saviour of 
the World, and his Diſciples that kept the Faith 
with Integrity of Heart. | 


' 


O moſt gracious Redeemer, when {hall I be ad- 
' mitted again to thy Table, and there give thee 
true account of all the Tranſactions ot my Life 
from the Day of my departure, to that of our 
' meeting again in this Holy Ordinance © Oh let 
'not the time be long, leſt my Graces fail, for 
want of thy Preſence ; fot as foon as Igo from 
hence, I ſhall meet a multitude of Sinners, many 
of whom are filling the Air with horrid Oaths 
ind Exeerations; whilſt others diſown the being 
a God, and a future State; others make u their 
whole buſineſs to over-reach their Neighbour by 
anch and font Practices, and judge ther Mathias 
Cf; 2 TiHian © 
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vilian Policy to be more ſagacious than the plain 
Methods of Integrity: Some are fawning with a 
double Tongue full of deceit, ſo as to chime in with 
the Times and Seaſons, whilſt others are employ'd 
in the eager purſuit of a luſtful Delire : Others are 
hurry'd on by the infernal Furies of Rage and Re. 
venge, Envy and Deſpair z whilſt others are con- 
demning all Mankind to the Pit of Deſtruction, 
except thole of their own Perſwaſion: Others are 
drunk, with Wine andother intoxicating Liquors, 
or ſurfeited with Riot and Debauchery , ſpending 
their Lives more like brute Beaſts than rational 
Creatures: Some are ſo vile as to grind the Face 
of the Poor, and wound the Reputation of the In- 
nocent, endeavouring to render them ridiculous 
and odious to the World 3 without any manner of 
Provocation: Some are proud, haughty and vain- 
glorious z others covetous, ſordid and mean- ſpi- 
rited; others diſſolute, ſenſual and luxurious; 
others cholerick, turbulent and raſh, others envi- 
ous, revengeſul and malicious; others Irreligious, 
profane and idolatrous : Thele are the Legions of 
evil Spirits I am to incounter, beſides many other 
Troops of Spiritual Enemies, ſo that I have need 
of being fortiſy d with this corroborating Ordi- 
nanceevery Day, and much more once a Month. 
When the time of Receiving the Holy Sacrae 
ment is over, Þ ll depart with all the Reverence 
that becomes an humble Soul, and refreſh my Bo- 
dy with a moderate Meal; then retiring to my 
Cloſet, I'll make a ſhort but fervent Prayer to the 
God of my Salvation, who fees in Secret, and fe- 
turn to his Holy Temple, there to aſſiſt in perform- 
ing che remaining Part of the Publick Service, with 
an awful Reſpect and attentive heed to ſuch au 
hs Trutbs 


350 


Truths as ſhall be deliver'd by the Miniſter. Af. 


f 

terwards ſaluting all thoſe I meet, with a cheerful 
. Countenance, I'll go to my private Apartment, 
J and conclude the Day, with ſome ſuch pious Eja- 
8 culations as theſe; O my Soul, what reaſon haye 
- to rejoice, and praiſe the Holy Name of the 
. Eternal Son of God, who has vouchſafed to ho- 
„ nour me this Day, with his more immediate 
bpreſence! This is a Favour that oughr to be 
87 deeply engraven on the Table of my Heart, ſo 
as to influence the Actions of my remaining 
al Life, and raiſe ſuch a ſenſe and thankful remem: 
* brance of his Divine Mercies, as never to offend 
u. him again. Fe E. 

i What a wonderful Alteration do find in my af- 


fections to Chriſt, to what I did before I receiv'd 
the pledges of his Love! How dull and drouſy was 
Pin the performance of every Religious Duty, 


>> | looking upon all as intolerable heavy Burdens 
but how much more delightfulare they now rome, 
us, than all the nauſeous Pleaſures of Sin! How happy 
; of ſhall I be, if I can but continue in this holy frame 
_ and ſweet diſpoſition of Mind, confiniag my 


Thoughts within the limits of Reaſon, and the 


2 Contemplation of Vertue, Certainly if it were 
1255 poſſible for a mortal finite Creature to have a fore- 
Ca- 


" Il taſte of the everlaſting Heavenly Joys, during the 
cnes ¶ time of abode in this Vale of Miſery, I feel it in all 
the Faculties of my Soul; inſomuch that I can't 


"hy expreſs the inward Peace and Satisfaction that con- 
a * tinually lows into my Breaſt, and over- ſpreads my 


exulting Heart ! How are my Affections rais'd a- 
bove theairy Phantoms of Earthly Folly, and pla- 
Cd amidſt the melodious Hallelujahs of the Ne Fes 
fuſalem! Oh happy Hour, when I met the Lord 
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Jeſus, at his plentiful Table, and ſatiated my ſelf 
with his Celeſtial Manna! His glorious Body has 
ſo ſtrengthen'd my Heart, his Sacred Blood has fo 
invigorated my Soul, his comfortable Preſence has 
ſo far elevated my Spirits, that I could be content 
to ſacrifice all that's dear to me in this World, for 
the Love I bear to the Son of God, counting all 
things, with St. Paul, But as dung and droſs in com- 


pariſon of the excellency of the Knowleage of Chriſt Fe. 


ſas my Lord. 
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CHAP, XII. 


em. — 
— 


A Serious Conſideration of the Shortneſs of Man's 
Life. 


Have already explain'd ſeveral Duties that 
ought to be perform'd to God, and ſhall treat 
of more hereafter, but before I proceed any farther, 
it many not be improper to put you in mind of 
Mortality and the ſhortneſs of Humane Life; for 
J am apt to perſwade my ſelf, This Mour nful 
Theme will ſerve to compole your Thoughts, and 
quicken your Relolves for the ſpeedy putting in pra. 


E cice what has been before ſo plainly laid down, 


Neither ſhall I make any Apology for venturing 


upon a Subject that has been fo admirably well 


handled, by many able and worthy Divines, par- 
ticularly the Reverend Dean of Sr. Pauls, whoſe 
elegantStyle I do not pretend ſo much as to imitate: 
Bur as that great Author's elaborate Piece is an ex- 


cellent Monitor for the Learned and Great, ſo it is 


to be hop d, that my {mall Eſſay may be in ſome 
| . | mea- 
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meaſure ſerviceable to the meaner and leſs* refined | 
ſort of People. 

AlmightyGod did not infuſe the breath ofLife into 
Man, and make him after his ownlmage, with anln- 
tent to fix his abode in this Sublunary World, for a- 
ny long ſpace of Time he delign'd him for agrea- 
ter and more ſublime Happineſs , than can be ex- | 
pected or attain'd to in this Vale of Tears, and | 
only plac'd him here in a ſtate of Probation for the | 
Tryal of his Vertue; fo as to receive him after- 
wards upon very reaſonable Conditions 1nto his | 
moſt glorious Preſence, there to be for ever im- 
ploy'd in contemplating and adoring the Divine | 
perfections, and to enjoy the utmoſt Felicity Hu- 
mane Nature is capable of, to Eternal Ages. But 
alaſs! the State of Man's Life here is very uncertain | 
and tranſitory; for we come into the World with a a 
Cry, and depart with a Groan; and our ſhort con- 
tinuance therein, may well be compar'd to that of | 
Flowers, which ſuddenly ſpring up in a fruitful 
Soil, ſome appearing more gay and beautiful than 
others. Some begin to blow in the Merning, and 
on take their turn when the Day is farther ad- 

anc'd, diſcovering themſelves by an inſenfible | 
Growth, but an unhappy Fate attends them all'; | 
for lome are nipt in the Bud, others when a buds | 
ding; ſome are blown to their utmoſt Extent, be⸗ | 
fore chey re gather'd, others are cropt off as ſoon 
as their Colours are difptay'd ; ſome die away 
the ſharpnels of the Air, others by the heat of the 
Sun, and lome for want of teſreſſiment, whilit os 
thers continue till rheir root is quite diy'd up for 
want of Moiſture ; however in the (pace of fewr 
Months, there's nothing to be ſeen but a bundle of | 
dry Kecks or uber d Schlks.. 
G 4 Our | 
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Our firſt Parents were created in the Infancy of 
the World, and ever ſi ince, the Generations of 
Mes haye taken their turns in the ſeveral Ages of 

; fome depart in their Mother's Womb, and ne- 
aſe ſee the Light of a Day; ſome come into the 


World juſt to die, and others only live ſo long in 
it, as lend forth a few Mourntul Cries z ſome 
giye their Parents a few Months trouble, and de- 
part as ſoon as weaned from the Breaſt , ſome live 
to hear themſelves utter a few znenticulay Words, 
which they do not underſtand, and then expire as 
if they had never been; ſome continue Five or Six 
Years and then {ink into the lower Shades ſome 
ftand the ſhock till Fifteen, and then are turn'd 
to Duſt: Some bear it out till the flower of Youth, 
and then go down with Sorrow to the Grave ; 
ſome having atraig'd to the middle Age, bid a. dien 
to all their Pleaſures and fall a Vi im to unrelent- 


ing Death; ſome get up above the Seventieth Year, 
and leaving the World in a good old Age, are in- 
tomb'd with their Anceſtors, whole Remaips per- 


haps are quite moulter'd away to fie Duſt, ſome 
time before; ſome weather the Storm for Ty 


Tears, and at Iaſt die like a Child: Sothat the Ge- 
nerations that were formerly living in the World, 


as we are at preſent, are all dead and gone, and in 
2 ſhort time we ſhall follow the ſteps of our Fore- 


fathers. When a few Centuries of Years are paſs d. 
he Flements will melt with fervent heat, the whole 
frame of the Univerſe will be diſſolv'd, and Men 


þ will ceaſe eto be born and to die. 


11 


* 
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But to ſſie more particularly the Vanity of this 


Mortal State, give me leaye to deicant g little on 
| the fucertainty of Humane Life ; and indeed, ibe 


Our ation 94 ir ie to ere ſhort, hae * ay 
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well be compared to the moſt fleeting and tranſi- 
cory Things imaginable; ſuch as a Leaf, a Plant, 

a Shadow, a fume of Smoke, a Vapour, an Appa- 
rition, a Miſt, a Shower, a Cloud, a Tale that is 
told, or a Dream, when one awakes. Man that 
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1 However, ſuppoſe we could prevent all theſe 
t- fatal Dangers, Time wears us away apace, ſo as 
r, to cauſe the Skin to wither and the Blood to chill in 
n- our Veins, till at laſt we are forc'd to give up the 
-r- Bl Ghoſt, inthe Winter of Life: When we were firſt 
ne brought forth into the World, we left the dark 
tr | Dungeon of our Mother's Womb, to bask for a 
& || while in the warm Rays of the Sun; but every 
d, Light that we ſleep found, repreſents to us the 
in image of Death, and we ne'er obſerve the various 
re- ¶ Scenes that are then ated, unleſs it be by muſing 
d. ona few diftracted Dreams: Our whole Life is bu 
ole I x dreſling for our Funeral, and a preparation to re- 
lea nove into the Land of Forgetfulneſs; we are tra. 
velling every Day towards the Regions of Death,” 
this ad a great part of oùr time glides on, when we 


is born of a Woman (as it is r exprels*d by 


the Patriarch Fob) hath but a ſhort time to live, and 
1s fall of Miſery: He cometh up and is cut down like 
a flower; he fleeth as it were 4 Shadow, and never 
cont inueth in one ſtay; the Frame and Conſtitution 
of his Body is ſo frail and moultering, that it can- 
not poſſibly laſt long; he's lo liable to the ſuddain 
ſtroke of Death, that there are a Thouſand Inſtru- 
ments daily hanging over his Head, any one of 
which may cut the {lender Thread of Life in a 
moment, or in the twinkling ofan Eye. 


take little of no notice of it: In the Space of a fe. 
fears we find our ſtrength decay inſenſibly, our 
=) ES growing dim, our Ears deaf, cur Hors gray, 
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our Breath ſhort, and our Skin plough'd with Fur- 
rows; whilſfour Stomack fails, our Knees tremble, 
and our Wiſdom is chang'd into Childiſh Folly 
then we ſeek tor freſh ſupplies to ſupport languiſh. 
ing Nature, or elſe we ſuddenly pine away, and 
bid the World an everlaſting Farewell : Every 
Morſel we eat is in order to feed the Worms, and 
every Hour we ſpend is a {low yet continued Pro- 
greſs to the Crave 4 Nay, there's not a moment 
of Time that fl.ets away, but ſome Soul or other 
is arreſted by che King of Terrours; he that eſcapes 
the impartial Stroke of Death to day. is only wait- 
ing tor the Summons to morrow: We're all a ta- 
king our ſeveral turns, and 'tis but a little while 
ere we mult unavoidably fall into the cold embra- 
ces of the Grave, and then all our vain Projects and 
abortive Deſigns will ceaſe for ever, 
O Lord, what a Bubble is Man, who is one day 
buly in calting up the accounts of Trade, and at 
the dan ofthe next, removing out of his Earthly 
Tabernacle, with flouds of Tears; we are this day 
roſs'd up and down by the billows of Uaruly Pal- 
non, but perhaps to morrow, our Fury will be 
quite appeas d and calmed by Death; a Man may 
| triumph one Day, as General of a numerous Ar- 
my, and reap the fruits of a noble Victory, but 
= fall himſelf an inglorious Victim to Death, before 
| the Light of the next Morning appears; We may 
careſs our Friends in the Court of Mirth, and at 
the fame time be forc'd to part abruptly, and take 
our final leave of them; or we may meet with 
| the fume unlucky Fate as efiſchylus a noted Greet 
Tregedian, who to avoid his Deſtiny, which he 
bad been told, was to die by ſome Fall, ſat uncon- 
in'd in au oven Place, without the Walls of 4 
1 | Tow2a 
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Town in Sicily; but an Eagle by chance carrying 
a Tortoiſe or Shell-fiſh in her Talons and taking his 
bald Head for a Stone, let it fall in hopes to break 
the Shell, but it pierc'd the poor unfortunate Po- 
et's Skull, ſo that he immediately expir'd. *Tis 
abſolutely impoſſible to ſhun, or ward off the 
ftroke of cruel Death, who will boldly enter the 
moſt ſtately Palaces, and ſtorm the ſtrongeſt 
Caſtles, or elſe ſuddainly attack ns abroad; we 
may be heaping up Trealures for along Life, and 
they may prove the occaſion of a diſmal unexpect- 
ed Cataſtrophe. 

This is a true deſcription of our fleeting Days, 
and unſettled State in the lower World, but to ſer 
off Humane Life to the beſt advantage, we'll com- 
pare it to the courſe of the Sun, which riſing be- 
times in the Eaſt, appears moſt glorious beyond 
the farther Hills, and makes the early Dew to 
glitter, but in the Evening hides his radiant Head 
in a dark Cloud, and ſets in obſcurity; an Em- 


blem worthy to be taken notice of, by all thoſethat 


pleaſe themſelves with the nobleneſs of their 
Birth, the flower of their Youth, the perfection 
of their Natural Indowmeats, the charms of their 
2auty, the agreeableneſs of their Converſation, 
the grace of their Deportment, the ſmiles of 
their Prince, the luſtre of their high Station, che 
largeneſs of their Revenues, or any other ſeem- 
ing advantages. of the like Nature: Theſe poor 
deluded Mortals will ſoon perceive the vanity of 
their aſpiring Thoughts, if they do but reflect a 
little on the uncertain occurrences of Life from the 
Cradle to the Grave: They'll find their bright 
dun darken'd with many Clouds, and its luſtre at 
laſt quite eclips'd ; their long reſplendent Day, 
2 JJ . 
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drawing on apaee to an has Night, and the 
fabrick of their frailBodies juſt ready to fall to ruin, 
and crumble into its original Duſt : Then the no- 
ble Birth of their Anceſtors, the blooming of their 
younger Years, the Beauty of their Features, the 
Genteelneſs of their Carriage, the excellency of 
their Parts, the Favours of Potentates, their 
Grandeur and Wealth, and every Thing elſe they 
lately took ſo great delight in, will be laid in the 
ſilent Tomb, and bury'd in everlaſting Oblivion. 

Come hither ye High and Mighty Ones that live 
as Gods on Earth, but ſhall ſuddenly dye lite Men, 
and fall as one of the Princes; come hither, ye loſ- 
ty Spirits that ſoar ſo high, never taking any 
thought of Death and the Grave; come and view 
this painted Sepulcher : Here lyes the Body of a 
voluptuous Epicure, all in Putrefaction, look upon 
the Worms feeding on fo delicious a Carcaſs; do 
but obſerve the moultering of his Bones, the rot- 
tenneſs of his Fleſh, the grimneſs of his Face, and 
the loarhſomie!s of his Stench; behold how 
itraagely he's alter'd, how unlike he is the ſame 
Perſon he was ſome few Days agoe z conſider that 
as you are lo was he, and that as he is fo muſt 
you be: Or if you pleaſe, caſt an Eye on the Epi- 
raph of a certain great Prinee, expteſs d in theſe 
Terms. | 


” 
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God's Image, God's anointed lay, 

A Mark of tyrannizing Death; 

Quite void of Motion, Pulſe and Breath, 
A ruzged Lump of lifeleſs Clay. 


| cemember ye read a notable Paſſage relating 
to a beautiful young German Hentieman, who un 
Pr n 4 
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his Life-time, could never be perſwaded to have 
his Picture drawn, but put off the importunity of 
his Friends, by giving way, that 4 few Days af- 
ter his buryal, they might ſend a Painter to his 
Vault, and if they thought fit, draw the portrai- 


F ture of DFath to the Life, which was eee 
ir done; but they found his Face half eaten up, his 
Midriff and back-bone ſurrounded with Serpents 3 
y and his Picture ſo drawn, is hung up amidſt thoſe. 
of his Armed Anceſtors: This lively repreſenta- 
„e tion of Mortality may ſerve to qualifie all our 
„ tow'ring Thoughts; ſuch remarkable Inſtances as 
„ cheſe may well be thought ſufficient to wean our 
ay affectigns from this vain World: Certainly ſuch 
7 mortifying Meditations will be effectual for allay- 
fang the heat of Paſſion, quenching the flames of 
on ! Lutt, abating the inordinate deſires of Wealth, 


Jo and making us ſenſible, we are but poor decaying 
Mortals, who muſt ere long enter tne cold Cham- 
nd bers of Death; there to fetch a long Sleep, till the 
Earth fall into dreadful Convulſions, and bring 
forth all the Sons of Men that have been ſo long 
at intomb'd in her Bowels, and till the Sea give up 
aſt her Charge ; when the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
with a great Noiſe, and the Elements melt with 
fervent heat, when the Earth alſo and the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up; when the ſhrill © 
Trumpet ſhall ſound the general Call, and blow 
the laſt Alarm, 

Then what aſſurance have I to ſee the light of 
another Day, or even to contigue one moment 
longer? Fam poiling to the Grave, and bidding a 
daily Fare wel to theſe tranſitory Enjoyments ; fo 
tin that in regard my fatal lot is once to dye et me be 
1 1 o prudent as to fit my Thoughts on my Journey's 
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end, where I ſhall ſoon arrive; this Moment is 
mine, and may tend much to my future advantage 
if duely improv'd, but I know not who'll enjoy 
the next; only thus far I'm certain, that I fhalll 
have a ſpeedy Summons to the Grave, and à Call 
to Judgment. I am ſenſible, That the unfathom- 
able Ocean of Eternity depends on this ſhort. Mo- 
ment of Life, and that there's no Wiſdom in the 
World comparable to that of making a due Pre- 
paration for Death : That's a Knowledge which 
will ſurvive my Funeral, and imbalm my Name 
to Poſterity, when my Head is laid low and bu- 
Ty din the ſilent Grave; from whence this Duſt 
of mine ſhall riſe to an illuſtrious Change, and 
my glorify'd Body United to its old Conipanion, 
never to be ſeparated from it, ſhall joyn with the 
Angelical Quire, in ſinging the everlaſting Praiſe 
of my Soveraign Creator and Redeemer roEternal 
Apes. | 
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The Second Conſideration of Death and Aortality 
E We are deſirous to make our paſhge 


I, 
free and eaſie thro this fleeting and mo- 
mentany State of Life, let us act like reaſonable 
Creatures, and we ſhall have no cauſe to complain, 
that our abode on Earth is too ſhort 3 let us ſpend 
| every Day, as if it were the laſt, keeping the Ac- 
counts fair between God and our Souls, and care- 
fully ſhunning the Follies of Youth with the out- 
W r:2iouineſs of Luſt and Paſſion; our Time is too 
iert to latisfy the-dcfires of a vicious Life, 1 
org 
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long enough for the ſervice of God, if it be pru- 
dently directed to its proper End. Then let me 
entreat all ſincere Chriſtians that have a due regard 
to their everlaſting Welfare, to divide their Time, 
as the circumſtances of their Affairs will admit; 
that is to ſay, in the firſt place, to ſet a- part a con- 
ſiderable portion of it, for the Service of Almigh- 
ty God, in Reading and Hearing his moſt Holy 
Word, Prayer, Meditation, &c. a certain Por- 
tion for providing the neceſſaries of Life, and ta- 
king a moderate Repoſe ; and ſome (mall part for 
innocent Recreations and Divertiiements : If this 
Rule were duely put in Practice, it would tend 
much to confirm and eſtabliſh us ina Holy and 
exemplary Life and Converſation, eſpecially 
conſidering, how precious a Jewel Time will 
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 W-ppcar to be, when we come to lay our Heads 
on a dying Pillow, and are ready to refign our 


Spirits to be convey'd into the cverlaſting Man- 

ſions. | 3 ee py 
— Good God, what terrible Frights and Fears 
J have I found ſeizing on many Perſons, at the ap- 
proach of Death ! Then they d freely give all their 
Poſſeſſions for a longer ſpace of Tide; as one 


whom knew drawing near his end, paſſionately 
cry'd out with amazement for one Day, one Day, 
0. . reprieve” bat for one Day: But ſuppoſe it ute 
ble poflible, to recalla damned Reprobate out of Hell, 
1 and allow him the ſpace of Three Months fot Re- 


ad Nrentance, what Temptations could be {o power- 
Ac ful, as to draw him from the Service of God:? 
Doubtle's he'd ſpend every Day, nay every Hour 


re- | very. | 
mg 0! the Day, and every Minute of the Hout, ia the 
15 "mn Worſhip and adoration of his moſt gracious. 


nd icdeemer 5 certainly ſuch a Perſon wouid act a- 
| - ther 


| ther for the promoting of God's Glory; in ſo ſhort 


a time; than many Chriſtians have done during 
the whole Courſe of their Lives. How amazing 
and prodigioufly unaccountable a thing it is to ſee 
Mankind, eſpecially the Profeſſors of Religion, 
continually trifling away their moſt precious Time, 
in a confus'd hurry of Buſineſs, as if there were no 
God to call them to a ſtrict Account for their 
enormous Tranſgreſſions, or no Devil to be their 
everlaſting Tormenter ! | Act 42 
I can't Imagine, what Frenzy has poſlefs'd the 

Minds of poor deluded Mortals, in theſe latter 
Ages of the World, ſince Men were of a quite dil. 

& ferent Opinion in the Primitive Times; therefore 
we may reaſonably conclude, That then Will and 
intellectual Faculties, are intoxicated With the 
rank Poiſon of Atheiſm, ſo as to have no regard to 
the Dictates of Religion and Reaſon, or to the Di. 
vine Threats. Oh that I could hide my (elf with. 
in the Cliffs of ſome Rock, or retire to ſome ſoli- 
tary Cave; there to weep Day and Night for the 
crying Sins of a divided People, who have caus d 
the true Church of God to be miſerably rent, upon 
I know not what ſpecious Pretences; turning Re- 
ligion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; by 
which means they have made a wide Breach for 
the common Enemy to enter our Territories and 
have given the French Tyrant a fair opportunity to 
bring in his bloody Train: When confider theſe 
Things, I cannot but be ſtartled at God's Judg- 
ments which hang over our Heads, only by a ſin- 
gle Thread of his abus'd Patience; nevertheleſs if 


we could be perſwaded to reform our Manners, 

and live up to the ſtrict Rules of Chriſtiamty, we 

might have reaſon to hope for the Divine Balint 
5 he 
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and that Plenty would flow in upon us like a 
mighty Stream 3 which would ſoon ſtrike a damp 
upon the foul Practices and pernicious Deſigns of 
the Church of Rome. | 

We ate all ſenſible, That the fatal Animoſities 
and Diſſenſions among the Fews occation'd theit 
Overthrow, and utter Deſtruction; when Tita 
Veſpaſian took an advantage thereby to ſcale the 
Walls of Feruſalem, and make himſelf Maſter of 
the City. Now the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth, grant for his Son jeſus Chriſt's ſake, that 
et we may ſo redeem our Time, by a the a Ex- 
f. erciſe, in keeping his Commands and aſſiſting one 
re ¶ another, with a perfect Charity as to prevent the | 
nd Roman Forces, from making a deſcent on the Bri. 
he ih Shore, or ever entering the Gates of out City; 
to then the Inhabitants of this Iſland, may be ho- 
. nour'd by the Neighbouring Nations, with an 
awful reſpect, and flourith in the midſt” of Plenty. 
hope this Digreſſion will not be cenſur'd as im- 
pertinent, or foreign ſtom my preſent Subject; 
for conſidering the uncertainty of our Lives, 
wherein can we ſpend thoſe few remains of Time, 
that ate in our Power, to a more excellent pur= 
poſe, than in ſecuring our Religion, by fixing it 
in the Valley of Peace, where no Popiſh Malice 
can reach, no Winds of diſcord ariſe , where there 
i no breach among its Members. no Railers among 
its Guides, and no diſpute about the Modes of 
Worſhip 25 | 

By promoring ſuch a glorious Work, we ſhall 
gain the Favour of Heaven, and the Applauſe of 
the Kighteous 5 by theſe means we ſhall anſwer 
the ends of our Cr ation; by ſuch a happy change, 
we ſhull reſemble the Church Triumphant von 

"i | a 


1989 
and attain to that Peace which is predominant in 
| the Heavenly Regions, where all agree to celebrate 
| the praiſe of God, tho? there may be a diſtinction 
ia the manner of performing it, in regard that 
WW ſome may have a clearer view of thoſe tranſcen- 
dent Glories than the reſt of the Saints, of a lower 
Orb, but every one in their Order, according to 
the reſpective Degrees of Knowledge: For I am of 
Opinion, That they who worſhip God in the 
moſt pure Way, and in the humbleſt Manner, 
will ſhine brighter in the Empyreal Firmament, 
I than thoſe who made ſome few Miſtakes in their 
being too Ceremonious or too Preciſe : I would 
apply this to Chriſtians here on Earth, who may 
run into ſome Errors, thro' cuſtom, or Inadver- 
tency, and yet all arrive ſafe at the end of their 
Hopes, the Salvation of their Souls; for theſe are 
Points that will not be treated of, or enquir'd in- 
to, in the future State. 
If Time and the deſigned extent of this Eſſay 
would permit, I could eaſily make it appear, how 
ſar ſuch Meaſures as theſe duely taken, would diſ. 
perſe our Doubts, and raiſe us above the fear of 
Death: They that perſevere in acting conforma- 
bly to ſuch 2 Reformation, can never dye too 
BY ſoon, or live too long; as St. Paul expreſſes him- 
ſelf; for me (ſays he) to live is Chriſt, to dye is 
gain; ſuch Perſons are the main Pillars of Chriſt's 
Church, whilſt they continue here, and will 
certainly ſhine as Stars of the firſt Magnitude, in 
future Glory. I cannot forbear lamenting, when 
Iconſider with my ſelf, what a change there will 
be within a few Years, when the whole Race of 
Mankind now living, will e're long be entirely 
= ſwallow'dupin Eternity, and ſucceeded by 425 
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ther Generation; or the World come to an End; 
and yet Men live as if they were not ſubject td 
Mortality; which is ſo great a Myſtery to me; that 
I know not how to account for it. 

Lord, how fleeting are Man's Days, and how 
tranſitory is his Life, which ſuddenly paſſes away 
like the Morning-dew ! Lord, how are Man's In- 
tellectual Faculties depray'd that he loſes the Sub- 
ſtance and embraces the Shadow; how is the 
Light of his Reaſon Darken'd, if it does not ſuffer 
Ja total Eclipſe, that he acts ſo contrary to the Di- 
ctates of it! Lord, what does Man mean by theſe 
prepoſterous Doings, in courting his owa Ruin 
with ſo much eagerneſs, and running headlong 
into the Pit of Deſtruction * O Lord, look down 
in pity and compaſſion upon the deplorable State 
of inſenſible and ſtupid Men, who are juſt a drop- 
ping off from the Stage of this World, without any 
remorſe of Conſcience for their enormous Trans 


£5 La 1 Rn A oak Dd Ps 9 * 


greſſions, without the leaſt concern for their pre⸗ 
1 ious and immortal Souls, 
of 


The Third Conſideration of Death; 


$ 3, It becomes all judicious atid conſiderate 
derlons of whar Profeſſion ſoever, to reaſon with 
rs hemſelves, as often as they can conveniently; 
vill ad to make ſuch Reflections as theſe: Let the 
ia addy unwatry Multitude defer the Thoughts of 
death; and entertain the flattering hopes of a long 
fe z for my patt I am reſolv*d to embrace tf 
bus contemplations of Mortality; as well "knows 
gthat Ieame into the World far no other Ends. 
am not fo fond of living in a continual Storm, 
"en! may arrive ſafe ot a Land of evetlaſting Reſt 
; 3 ane 
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and Tranquillity, where no black Clouds will ga- 
ther to excite my Fear, no boiſterous Winds ariſe 
to diſturb the ſerenity of my Mind, or ruffle my 
Paſſions, no violent Floods to drown my Hopes, 
nor rolling Waves to toſs me on the Rocks of Deſ- 
pair; where there are no Pirates to interrupt my 
Peace, or rob me of that maſs of ineſtimable Trea- 
ſures, which is laid up for my uſe in the Heavenly 
Canaan. 9-42 

Shall the alluring Vanities of this uncertain 
State, lull me into lo profound a Sleep, as not to 
be ſenſible; tho? the Houle in which TI lye, were 
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all on a Flame No ſuch gilded Toys or painted 
Rattles, ſhall ever be able to draw me into ſo fatal 
a Slumber, as not to hear the roaring Fire, before 
it be too late to cry out for help, and ere my Ruin 
becomes unavoidable ; Theſe Baits are too mean 
to catch my wary Soul, or to intrap it in the F 
Snares of Perdition. Rock on, rock on, ye delu- 
ded Worldlings, lay your ſpurious Brats to reſt, c 


and then compoſe your ſelves to {leep in theCham- 
ber of carnal Security; I knaw you muſt all awake 
e're long in the Land of Deſtruction, and weep 
like Rachel, who mourn'd for her Children, and 
could. mot be comforted. But ſince I have eſcap'd © 
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for thoſe Pleaſures they ſhall never enjoy, and fear 
ing to undergo thoſe Torments they ſhall nevet 
eſcape. 

Methinks I hear a hideous noiſe in the lowe 
Regions, about the rich Mines of Gold and * 


the fatal Lethargy. Pll never be intangled for the 
future in the deluſions of Sin, but raiſe up my Soul 5 
= to the Heavenly Orbs, and look down with ſo 
ſcorn on wretched Mortals, yawning and ſtretch T 
| ing themſelves on the Devil's Couch; wiſhinMll ; * 
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The greateſt part of the World's in a confuſion, 
digging into the Bowels of the Earth, for ſome of 


its finer fort of Droſs; Lord, what pains they 
take, how they toil, Sweat and Labour without 


intermiſſion 3 continvally craving more than they 

get, and much more than can be really enjoy'd, 

tho'it were in their poſſeſſion! Let them alone, 
alaſs poor blind groveling Moles, the Trap will 


fall within a while, and then they'll all have their 
fill: Dig on, dig on, at laſt you'll make your 
Grave in the bottomleſs Pit, where your yellow 
| Dirt will be chang d into blewiſh flames of ſtinking 
F Sulphur, that can never be quenched : O my God, 
| this is no Tempration to me, I count all as impure 
D coſs and loathſom Dung; but when I think on 
thee O Lord, I value thy Favour above ten thou- 
ſand Tun of Gold: O bleſſed Jeſus ! What's that 
72 in compariſon of thy ineffable Love? Let them 
ne dig for Earth, I'll ſtrive for Heaven; let them 


5 adore their yellow Idol here below, Ill praiſe my 
m. G2d above; let them labour and ſweat to get un- 


certain Treaſures, Ill work in the Vineyard, bear. 
ing all the heat and burden of the Day, fo that I 
may receive the Penny in the Evening, when all 
the Toil's over, and be refreſh'd with Streams of 
* everlaſting Joy. _ 
Let covetous Uſurers endeavour to fill their 
wich Baggs, by Fraud and Oppreſſion, I ſhall think my 
elf lufficiently rich, if 1 can but get the ſolid 
Treaſures of Heaven; let others joyn Land to 
fen Lind, and Houſe to Houſe, by grinding the Face 
of the Poor, I ſhall think my felt ſufficiently hap- 
py, if 1 can but purchaſe an Inheritance in the 
vel upper Regions ; let others endeavour to make 
Jver good their Title 10 a large Eſtate, by having re- 
| e cCourſe 
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urſeto the wiſeſt Council, I have the everlaſting 
Records of God, for a glorious Kingdom, con- 
tain d in the Holy Scriptures, which are the live- 
ly Oracles of Truth : Let vain-glorious Worldlings 
Pleaſe themſelves for a while, with the great ſu- 
10mg they have of all manner of Things; 1 

ave more than I can wiſh for, or reaſonably ex- 
peR , I value not the fulneſs of their Coffers, nor 
the Treaſures of their Houſe ; what's all that to 
me, and what will it profit them in the Day of 
Wrath, when the Ruſt of their unrighteous Mam- 
mon, will riſe up in judgment to condemnthem to 
an endleſs Night of pain and anguiſh of Spirit? 
As for my part, I ſee nothing in all their Abun- 
dance, that can afford any real Contentment or 
Sat isſaction to a reaſonable Man: Let them fetch 
2 few turns more about the Boundaries of their 
Inheritance, and their Days will come to an end, 
when all their large Poſſeſſions will be but two 
Foot over, and fix Foot long; than one that was 
the driver of a Carr or Dray, will be poſſeſſed of 
more Land, than his Soveraiga Prince, by reaſon 
pf the largeneſs of his Corps. 
Lord what a vain Bubble is Man, who Rloats up 

and down the World, like a Spunge in the Water, 
which ſwims above it a little while, but ſoon (inks 
it ſelf by ſucking up more tlian it can contain, til 
it lies and rots in the Element, it ſo much thirſted 
after: Good God, what a ſcrambling's here among 
a {warm of Muck-worms, ſo that à Favourite ot 
Fleaveo, can ſcaroe get Subſiſtence! Why ate 
they ſo eager in purſuing that which is fo tranſito- 
xy, and ſo fond of that which cannot ſatisſie theit 
tceming Defires? How many poor Wretches ate 
dow taking their long Sleep in the Duſt, who 


With 
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might have been ſtill in the Land of the Living, if 
the hard-hearted Miſers had open'd their Barns to 
relieve them in their Neceſſities! How many deſti- 
tute Widows and Orphaas are weeping in ſecret 
corners of the Earth in great Penury, and yer the 
great Dives's of this World, have no regard to 
their lamentable Sighs and Complaints ! 
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The Fourth Conſderation of Death. 


AM now come to convey your ſerious Medi- 
tations into the dark and diſmal Shades of the 
Grave, where you'll find all things dreſs d in the 
deepeſt Mourning, fit for the contemplation of 
every ſincere Chriſtian: There you may behold 
various Scenes of Mortality, and fetch a tew fighs 
near your own Tomb, dreſſing your Soul, in or- 
der for its departure out of this Vale of Tears, 
where your Body muſt take a long Sleep in the ſi- 
lent Vault of the Earth. St. Auguſtine was ſome 
time deſirous to ſee the Corps of a dead Em- 
perour, after it had ſuffer'd all the diſhonour of 
Corruption, for the ſpace of ſix Months; adreade 
ful Spectacle indeed, to behold the rotted Fleſh 
and Bones of a great Monarch, full of crawling : 
Worms, and turn'd to Putrefaction, ſo that his 
meager Countenance and ghaſtly looks muſt needs 
affect the Soul of that pious Biſhop, with Surpriſe 
and Wonder, and make him break out into fone 
ſuch Expreſſions as theſe. B 
Lord, what a vain thing is Man, how ſhort is 
his Life! Here lies a Prince, that a few years ago, 
H 4 Was 
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Fas but a Stripliog, unacquainted with State. 
affairs; is it pofſible that he ſhould become fo re- 
r fined a Polititian, as to Rule many Nations with 
Fo much Grandeur, and to raiſe himſelf to ſo high 
ra Station as that of an Emperour, or Ceſar the 
© Great? Is all his Splendour over in ſo ſhort a 
c time © Is this the Perſon that about Seven or 
Eight Months ago, ſat on an Imperial Throne, 
©ſurrounded with numerous Troops of Guards, 
* cloath'd in Purple and hae Linnen, with a Crown 
© on his Head, a Scepter in his Hand, and. ſcarlet 
© Slippers on his Feet? Is this he that made his 
Willa Law, and govern'd by an abſolute Deſpo- 
tick Power? Is this he that had ſo ſpacious and 
magnificent a Palace, the outward Courts of 
* which ſtruck the gazing Spectators into Admira- 
tion aud Wonder, and made the Miniſters of 
© foreign Potentates dread his Name? Is this he 
c that had a Grove beſet with tall Elms and Royal 
Oaks, whoſe Leaves ſang in every blaſt of Wind 
*fuch melodious Tunes, between their ſhady 
Branches, as might ſerve to lull the wakeful Stu- 
dent into a ſweet Repoſe? 8 

Is this he, whoſe Apartments were hung with 
© the richeſt Tapiſtry, wrought in Turkey z whole 
<Chamber-floors and Tables were adorn'd with cu- 
| F rious Carpets, whole Couches were cover'd with 
Cloth of Tiſſue, whoſe Bed was imbelliſh'd all o- 
s ver with imbroider'd Work, and (et off with a 
noble Canopy, whoſe Chairs, Stools and all forts 
| * of Utenſils, were oyer-laid with Gold and Silver? 
eis this he, whoſe Gardens were deck'd with an 
| * admirable variety of budding Flowers, the diffe- 
f rent Colours and ſweet Perfumes of which ſeem 
| * xo repreſent the Sear of Paradiſe ? 18 this he that 
Was 
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£ was courted in the moſt humble Style, by the ſe- 
© veral Ambaſſadours of foreign Princes and States, 
either to grant them his Protection, or to recall 
© his victorious Troops out of their conquer d Ter- 
« ritories * Is this he whoſe Frowns were more 
© dreaded than Death, and whoſe Voice ſounded 
like peals of Thunder in the Ears of his Enemies? 
CIs this he, whole Smiles reviv'd the drooping 
© Spirits of a baniſh'd Courtier, like the glorious bo- 
© dy of the Sun, looking out of the Windows of 
the Earth, on the languiſhing Roſe, that can't 
© appear freſh and gay till it is cheriſh'd by the in- 
fluence of it's reſplendent Rays? Is this he, that 
cus'd to ride triumphant in a gilded Chariot of 
State, encompals'd on all ſides with Thouſands 
and Ten Thoufands of his fawniog Subjects, crying 
out, with loud Acclamations of Joy, Long {ve 
the Name of Calar the Great, long may he reign, 
@ and long may he rule over us, in Victory and honour« 


cable ſucceſſes. Is this he that appear'd in the Field 
© with Majeſtick Grandeur, more like a God than 

* mortal Man, and enjoy'd all the variety of De- 
*lights and tranſporting Pleaſures the whole Uni 


© verſe could afford? 


© Guards that uſe to attend thee in all thy Pomp ? 
Here's nothing to be ſeen but a {warm of Worms 


© feeding on thy putrefy'd Carcals, and. crawling 


into every Vein: Where are thoſe quick and ſpark- 
fling Eyes that could diſcern the moſt remote Ob- 
©jeas, and penetrate into the inmgſt recefles of the 
Heart? Alaſs! here are only Two huge Toads 
* peeping out of the Caſements of thoſe Windows 
that were lately ſo clear and fine. What's become 
* of all thy ſumptuous Artire © I ſee no remains of 
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O poor diſconſolate Cæſar, Where are the 
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it, only a few tatters of a rotten Winding-ſheet; 
© pierced thro? with a Thouſand Breaches, which 
© that vaſt Army of Worms made, when they 
*ftorm'd thy Carcaſs; to ſee what rich plunder 
could be found in ſo curious a Fort, that was well 
© ſtor?d with the moſt delicious forts of Proviſions, 
6 Where is that Imperial Crown beſet with re- 
© ſplendent Jewels, that made it glitter in the dark- 
© eſt Night, like the twinkling Stars of the Cele- 
© ſtial Globe? Here's nothing left to ſer off the 
© Crown of this Scull, but a few long Hairs, and a 
© dry'd Skin. Where's the Golden Scepter that 
©6GIPd thy Hands ? Here's nothing now within their 
© Cold Graſp, but a little moultering Earth: 
© Where are thy Velvet-ſlippers ? Here's nothing 
con thy Feet, but the damp Clods of Clay: Where 
care all the refined Notions of arbitrary Power, 
© that uſe to affect thy ſtrong Brain, and ariſe from 
*an aſpiring Mind ? Here's nothing but an em- 
| ©pty Scull whoſe Brains are all dry'd up, and all 
thy ſublime Thoughts are quite loſt and periſh'd, 
Where are all the Palaces and ſtately Piles of 
© Building, that afforded a place of reſidence for 
| © thy Royal Perſon © Here's nothing but a dark 
Cave, where thy Body lies intomb'd in diſmal 
Silence: Where are all the ſhady Walks and 
Groves and tall Cedars, with all the various Notes 
fof that winged Quire, that us'd to frequear thole 
F delightful Bowers? Here's nothing but a mourn- 
< tu] Cell to entertain thy Corps? Where are all 
© thy ſpacious Rooms of State, beautify'd with the 
$ fineſt Paintings? Here's nothing but black Walls 
| © of Clay hung with Sheets of Lead. Where are I * 
© all thy fragrant Smells and beds of Roſes? Here's ll © 
nothing bar a noxious Damp riſing out of the | 
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Earth that is infected with thy Corruption, and a 
hank of Duſt, where Vermin breed: Where are 
© all the florid Speeches made by the Miniſters of fo- 
© reign States, with their earneſt Sollicitations for 
ca firm and ſpeedy Peace ? The gnawing Worm 


© ſhews no reſpectto thy Perſon, and has no regard 


to thy late glorious Majeſty 5; neither will there 
© be any Truce concluded in theſe dark Regions. 
© Where are all thy haughty Looks and lofty Ex- 
© preſſions of Revenge againſt thy Enemies? Here's 
© nothing but a ghaſtly Face and a dryed Tongue, 
that cannot utter ſo much as one Word or inarti- 
« culate Sound: Where are all thy Largeſſes of Ho- 
* nour and pleaſing Smiles? Here's nothing but the 
marks of Diſgrace, and a frightful Grin. Where 
eis thy fine Sedan, in which thou waſt carried about 
* with ſo much State, and where is the clamorous 
Noiſe of the People that applauded thy Conductꝰ 
Alas, here thou lyeſt in an ill ſhap'd Coffin, whilſt 
* they that ſo lately cry'd thee up for a God 
© have forgot thy Splendour, and are beſtowing 
their flattering Careſſes on a greater Tyrant than 
thy ſelf, Where's all thy Luciferian Pride in the 
© Publick Theater; with all thy vain and ſinful 
Delights? Here's nothing left but a loathſome 
© Carcaſs, on which the Worms are feaſting them- 
* ſelves, and will never leave off gnawing, till thy 
© Fleſh is quite conſum'd, and thy Bones left bare; 
then thoſe crawling Animals will remove their 
Tents, and ſeek for another Prey, where Death 
© has made a later Victim. "1. RY 
Since I have begun to treat of Death, I know 
not how to end my Diſcourſe on ſo copious 2 
Theme, or where to put a ſtop tothe career of my 
deeting Pen: Nay, i take ſo great delight in walk» 
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ing amid(t the Tombs of illuſtrious Perſonages, 
and peeping into their Graves, that I could Wil- 
lingly lay my ſelf down on the fide of a Vault, or 
in ſome obſcure corner of the Abbey-Yard amidſt 
the more ignoble Duſt, and there fetch a ſound 
ſleep till awak d by the laſt Trump at the general 
Reſurrection : For I find nothing in this World 
chat is truly commendable, or affords any real Sa- 
tisfaction 3 nothing but what is ſully'd with ſome 
ſtain, or deficient in ſome reſpec or other; then 
what ſhould make me fond of returning thither, 
ſince all the Glories of it are like a flying Cloud, 
that's driven away by every blaſt of Wind. There- 
fore what matters it, whether I am born a Prince 
or a Peaſant * If a Prince, how ſhort is my Reign, 
| who am no ſooner Crown'd, but Death begins to 
draw me to the Grave. Let others aim at Crowns 
and Scepters, and aſpire to the Grandeur of a Mo- 
| mentany Life, Ill confine my Meditations within 
the Charnel-houſe of Death, and having ferch'd 
a few turns near thoſe dark Priſons, I'll hide my 
| felf inthe ſilent Grave, as all my Fore-fathers have 
done, who are calling to me out of their dark 
Grottoes of Mortality, to adorn my foul, ia order 
to that Change, which will mingle my Bones with 
their Duſt, and tranſport that Divine Ray, the 
infuſed Breath of the Almighty, into the Region 
of Eternal Lite, where the great Creator of Hea- 
ven and Earth, the ſeveral Orders of Angels and 
the glorify'd Spirits of juſt Men made perfect 
| dwell for evermore : I am reſolv'd to take their 
wholefom Advice, in making a ſerious prepara- 
tion for the ſolemnities of my Funeral, when 1 
muſt deveſt my ſelf of all theſe gawdy Plumes of 
| Pride, and ſtretch my cold Limbs on a ing 
| | | When 
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when a Winding ſheet, or a Shrowd maſt be my _ | 
Robe of State, a Coffin my Royal Manſion-houſe, 
and a few Foot of Earth my Land of Inheritance, 
bequeathed to me and all Mankind, by the unal- I 
terable Will of God. 
Come hirher all ye that Are the World's Favou- 
rites, that admire its empty ſound. and pleaſing 
Toys; come and take a Turn with me, amidſt the 
Tombs of Emperours, Kings and Princes, and PF ll 
ſhaw you their Vaults, as alſo how they liv'd juſt 
to your Age, and then departed this miſerable Life. 


Art thou an Infant of a Span long? Here lies Ca- | 


tharine, the Eighth Daughter of King Charles I. 


who dy'd as ſoon asſhewasborn: Art thou Eight 


Years old: Here lies a Prince of France, that livd WB 
juſt ſolong : Art thou in thy blooming Youth, in 
the Seventeenth Year after thy Birth? behold the 
Tomb of King Edward VI. who expir'd at the 
ſame Age: Art thou a young Man of twenty five? 
here lyes one of the Emperours of Germany, who 
liv'd no longer: Art thou come up to the thirty 
third Year of thy Age? here's the Sepulchre f 
Queen Mary II. whoſe vertuous Lite could not 
exceed that Period: Haſt thou attain d to the Age 
of Fifty one? here lies the Body of the moſt vali- 
ant King William III. of immortal Memory, who 
ſubmitted to Deſtiny in that year of his Age: Art 
thou aged fixty eight, come and read this Epitaph, 
Here lies the Body of that unfortunate Printe 
James II. who was born Octob. 14. 163 3. aud defert- 
ed this mortal State, Septemb. 5. 170. 
Thus theſe Princes came to the ſeveral Stages of 
Life, and ſooner or later yielded to the impartial 
ſtroke ot Death; as it is with them, ſo it will cer. 


Luialy be with you; therefore ſer not your! Ming: | 


an 
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on any Worldly Delights or Enjoyments, which are 

nothing but vanity and vexation of Spirit: For 
| what's Beauty, but a fading Flower, or what's 
| Gold but yellow Droſs? What's a Crown, but a 
| Sparkle of Envy in the Eyes of thoſe that have it 
not, and a heavy Burden to thoſe that enjoy it? 
| No Diadems are without their diſſatisfactions, nor 

Scepters without their Foils ; a depending Battel 
s ever uncertain of ſucceſs, and Peace is too often 
a adeceitful Friend. Our more advanced years are 
attended with Aches and Pains, and ſoon end 
in the Grave; and perhaps too their Miſery is in- 
| creas'd by being over · loaded with the Sins of our 
Touth. That Perſon is in a happy State, who 
makes a due Preparation for Death in the Time 
of his Health, and lives in the prudent Confide- 
ration of it to the Day of his Departure: Bleſſed, 
yea forever bleſſed is that Man, who makes Re- 
| ligion the Rule of his Life, and orders his Con- 
verſation according to the Model of the Sanctuary; 
ſor when he lies down to die, hell find the Fruits of 
| ſuch a holy Diſpoſition, and when he ſleeps in the 
Bed of Duſt, his good Name will be more fragrant 
than all the Indian Spices, or moſt precious Oint- 
ments, there is no Art or Science in the World ſo 
| curious or difficult, as the Method of living and 
dying according to the ſtrict Rules of Chriſtianity; 
| they that are Maſters of this Divine Art, know 
no to ſteer a ſteady Courle thro? all the dange- 
tous Gulphs of a vain World, and at laſt bring 
| their Veſlel ſafe into the defired Heaven of ever- 
laſting Reſt; they enjoy a profound Peace and 
| tranquillity of Mind as long as they live, and af- 
ter Death are intomb d in the Grave of their Bleſſed | 
Saviour, | — 
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I ſhall here ſubjoyn a few admirable Expreſſions 
to that purpoſe let fall from the Mouth of a worthy 
Perſon in the time of his greateſt Proſperityg *I 
have now attain d (ſaith he) to the 35th Year of 
© my Age, during which ſpace of time, I have in- 
dulg'd my ſelf in many unlawful Pleaſures, till 
« within theſe few Months laſt paſt , but were I to 
© purchaſe a Crown, by renewing thoſe Sins, and 
© committing them over again, I would not be per- 
ſwaded by any means whatſoever to make fo bad 
Bargain; and indeed, were I to diſplay the ſla- 
very of my late Follies in a lively Scene, it would 
appear a ſtrange Paradox to thoſe that never made ³ä 
tryal of ſuch Vanities, and even ſeem paſt all be- 
*lief : But (thanks be to God) I find by experience: WM 
the vaſt diſproportion there is between a looſo and 
diſſolute Courſe of Life, and a ſerious Meditation 
* of Death, in which I. now ſpend my time. O 
happy Day to me, when I retir'd from the con- 
fuſed Noiſe and tumultuous Uproars of a vain: 
World, to the ſolitary Houſe of Mourning, where 
divert my ſelf in walking amidſt the Tombs of MW 
State, and obſerving the pompous Obſequies that: ³⁶ 
are performed to the finer Lumps of Clay, 
But here I muſt needs ſtay a while to view the 
ſtately Monument of Queen Mary II. of bleſſed _ 
Memory, who lay imbalmed in her Royal Palace, 
and ſurrounded with a noble train of Maids of th 
preateſt Honour, whole Solemn Dreſs made them 
appear more like Saints newly come down, from 
the Heavenly Manſions, than Ladies of an Earths. 
p Court: There all the lofty Rooms were over- 
5 ſpread with dark Vails of black Cloth, and the 
» dim Light, which caſt its glimmering Rays from 
"5 Wcvcry- Sconce, made ſo fad a ſheu, as to draw | 
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* Sighs from the Heart, and Tears from the Eyes of 
the mournful Beholders, who were extremely 
* {urpriz'd to fee the Body of a Princeſs laid in 2 
© fine Coffin cover'd with a rich Pall, in a Room 
© hang'd with Velvet, and attended by the Yeomen 
© of her own Guard,dreſs'd more like Bearers of the 
Dead than Servants of a Queen; a diſmal Specta- 
cle indeed, to behold the Corps of a vertuous 
* Princeſs, who but a few Days before, was ſeen 
in the Land of the living, in perfect Health of Bo- 
dy, inſtructing her Subjects, how to prepare for 
ca bleſſed Death and a joyful Reſurrection, by the 

© {iingular Example of her unſpotted Life. 
gut alas! her Race was ſoon run, and her nob'e MF : 
perſon was oblig'd to lie for ſome time on a Couch 
of State, to be a publick Monitor of Mortality, to: 
the numerous Crowds of People, that came to a 
© Jament the loſs of their illuſtrious Soveraign : A- 
©rerwards this Royal Corps was convey'd in the if {: 
© cloſe of the Evening to the Abbey-Church, with R 
call the filent Pomp and profound veneration that f 
could be thewn to the Athes of ſo great a Prin- bi 
ceſs; but that which added moſt to the mourn- m 
(fulnels of the Solemnity, was the ſtreams of brack- ¶ co 
e iſh Tears that flow'd from the Eyes of that innu- ¶ tui 
© merable multitude of ſorrowful Spectators, who De 
© ſtood like Swarms of Bees in the Streets and in th 
the Galleries and Windows of every Houſe, to be: ¶ leſ 
de het Hearſe, with a plentiful Shower : Which 
being arriv'd at the Weſtern Door, the Body was 
© taken out and laid under a Canopy of State erect 
ed inthe Quire, till it was remov'd to the Vaulii w 
© where it now lies. Qu 
| This was theSubſtance of theDiſcourſe that exceu let 
ik lept Per ſonage made to me, and 1 doubt not out : | 
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rals; as it appear d. when he came to take his laſt 


Farewell of the World. Would to God, we. 


might all be prevail d upon to take up the ſame 


retite from the World, as much as our lawful Oc: 
caſions will permit, and to inure our ſelves to the 
meditation of Death, that when we receive the 
laſt Summons from the King of Terrours, we may 
not be ſurpriz d, but entertain him as an intimate 
Friend that will conduct our Souls to the Regions 


inlightned by the Holy Spirit, to be unwilling to 
ſpend a ſhort Lite in the contemplation of Morta- 
lity ? What is this Momentany Lite but a Prelude 
to Eternity, where we ſhall have a far more clear 


be very different from what they are now repre- 
ſented to be? Therefore let me perſwade the pious 


familiar with Death, as never to fear its approach, 
means they'l always be enabled to ſtear a ſteady 


courſe amidſt all the Storms and Hurricanes of-# 
turbulent World; for what's the original of the 


the advantages of Life, but Infidelity and a care- 
leſs caſting off the Thoughts of Death 7 : 

The Hour we ſo much dread as our laſt, is in 
effect the firſt, of a glorious Coronation-day; 
which will uſher us into everlaſting Triumphs, and 


Quick. ſand will prove the Harbour of Eternal 
Melt, He that dyes in the Flower of his Youth, 
las found out the eaſieſt and moſt free Paſſage to 


Readers of this (mall Eſſay, to make themſelves ſo 


Decay of Chriſtian Piety, and the utter loſs of all 


what we blindly take for a dangerous Shelf or 
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Life and Converſation were agreeable to his Mo- 3 


. — ——  — —— 


| Reſolutions to get out of the Labyrinths of Sin, to i 


of Light, Then what reaſon has a Perſon that is 
and diſtinct Idea of Things, and find their State to 


but to be in a daily expeRation of it; by which | | 
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dread the Power of Death, that will only rock us 
| 1nto a ſound Sleep, never to awake? Are we con- 
ſcious of the Guilt that lyes upon us, by living in 


. 
, 
: 


would ſeriouſly argue thus with himſelf; © Why 


| 
| 


| 


| fancy, we ſhall be annihilated, or reduc'd to our 


| © nions, I mean my Soul and Body, will be ſepa- 
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Eternity 3 for what can be ſaid of a Man that lives 
to be Old, bur that he has weather'd out many 
Storms, and made a long Voyage of a ſhort Life ? 
Why ſhould you be afraid to arrive at the Port of 
Reſt, ſooner than the main Fleet of Mankind ; 
fince to dye, is but a Debt paid to Nature? Are 
you afraid of the Anguiſh that attends it ? Alaſs 
the Pain is quickly over, and then you're free'd 
from all the miſeries of Life: Do we believe a glo- 
rious Reſurrection, then why are we afraid of 
Death, that will tranſlate us thither? Do we 


primitive Nothing? Then to what purpoſe do we 


a ſinful State, and incurring the Penalty of Eternal 
Damnation? Why do we not retire from the va- 
nities of the World, and abide in the confines of 
Death, that is to ſay in the continual Meditation 
of it? How can we realonably expect to live long, 
ſince we may obſerve that the World is grown as it 
it were gray with Age; and ready to come to 
ſpeedy Diffolution. Trey | 

I ſhall conclude theſe weighty conſiderations of 
Death, with an earneſt eatreaty, that every Man 


* ſhould I be afraid to converſe with Death, and 
make my ſelf familiar withit 3 fince a Day will. 
certainly come, and for ought I know, may be 
very near at hand, when theſe Deareſt Comp# 


*rated and bid each other a long Farewell, not to 

meet again, ſo long as the Earth continues in the 

preſent State of Nature? Then what egregion 
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* Folly may be juſtly laid to my charge, if I negle& 
to make a prudent and timely preparation for ſuch 
<a Change? Shall 1 continue. in the wilful con- 


<tempt of Death, and make it the leaſt concern of 


amy Life? On the contrary, I'll dwell upon the 
Meditation of it, and take no delight in living 
in this mortal State; but conſider from whence F 
came, and whither I muſt return; being rea 

« at all times cheerfully to put off this frail Body of 


Mortality, and to reſigu my Soul to God that gave 


it, as into the Hanas of a faithful Creator: I might 


chave been free?d from the burden of Sia long ago, 


were it not for this clog of Earth, that confines 
eme in the dark dungeon ot a vain World, and 
© hinders my ſpeedy rapture to the Regions of in- 
c acceſſible Light, Lord, when ſhall I remove out 
© of this Tabernacle of Fleſh, and be releas'd from 
the power of the Grave? For the longer I live; 
the more Guilt I contract, which alienates my 
Soul from theez come O Lord, come quickly, 
and trim up my Soul for Eternity; abate thoſe 
(trembling Fits that ſeize on my Nerves, when 
Death ſeems ready to toll its mournful Knell 


and then let it come when it will, Ill embrace 
the thoughts of it, with ſo great Zeal for thy 
Glory and ardent deſire to enjoy thy moſt: imme. 
(diate Preſence, as to receive its fatal ſtroke,” with 
che ſame Magnanimity and Cheerfulneſs, as the 


noble Army of Martyrs have done, who are gone 
before, and have triumphantly paſs'd thro” the 


fiery Tryal. 


Oh with what impatience do I long for that 


happy Hour, when Death ſhall demoliſh this rui- 
nous Houſe of Clay, and convey my precious 
I 2 W_ 


remove the cauſe of Fear, take away its Sting, 
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c Soul into the Boſom of my ctucify'd Saviour, 
* where it ſhall for ever bathe itſelf in ſtreams of 
| © Toy, free from all the Incumbrances, Terrors 
| © and falſe Alarms it met with below in the Vale of 
© Miſery? I came naked and helpleſs into the 
„World, and am continually expos'd to many 
4 Dangers on the right Hand, and on the left, both 
from without and from within; for there's not a 
gtorm of Wind that blows, nor a Tile on the 
Houſe under which I go, but may prove my De- 
ſtruction: I may take my Death from the Ait! 
© breath in, or meet my Fate in the Converſation 
© of my Friends; I may dye in the midſt of Health, 
vor end my Life, when I am refreſhing Nature, 1 
may expire in a ſound Sleepat home, or be ſtabb'd 
abroad in the Street; I may be bit at unawares by 
* 2 venomous Serpent, or be ſuddainly ſeiz'd with 
© an Apoplexy : My whole Life is but a Scene of 
© caſual Adventures, and all Things are ſubje& to 
a viciſſitude of ſtrange Mutations; neither i 
there any City or Place on the ſurface of the! 
hole Earth, that is not expoſed to various, intri - 
cate and unforeſeen Accidents; ſome are de- 
*troy'd by Flames, whilſt others are laid waſte 

* by War, Luxury, Earth-quakes and Famine. 
Then why ſhould I be afraid to dye, and com- 
mit my Spirit into the Hands of my Soveraiga 
Creator, with undaunted Courage and Conſtan- 
; cy of Mind? My Soul ſhall ſojourn in a ſtrange 
Land, under the Tent of this mortal Body, as! 
it were only to lodge there for a Night, and to 
© depart the next Morning. Henceforth I'll mak 
© it the ſole care of my Life, to ſuppreſs thoſe Vice ſ 
that will fill me with Doubrs and Fears, when Y 1 


© draw ncar to the confines of the Grave: 125 
| fare 
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© farewell the love of long Life, Il learn by degrees 


to dye a happy Death, by contemplating Marta» 


© lity, and fetching a few turns about the Monu- 


© ments of the Deceaſed; for there lll live, there 1 
II dye, and there Ill lay my ſelf down in Peace; 


© having this Epitaph cagraven ON my Tomb. 1 


Body of a certain Perſon,: who imbalm d his dedita- 
tions in the Duſt, when living on Earth, and arm'd i 


| himſelf againſt the fear of Death, by a blameleſs. Life I 


and an aſſured Hope of a joyful Re ſurrection to Eternal = 
Bliſs. | | | . „ 


D— 4 1 a 4c * 
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The Troubles of a Mortal State, 


Wake, awake drowſy Soul from the ſupine 
Lethargy of Forgetfulneſs, rouſe thy {elf 
and conſider how full thy Days are of Trouble; 
caft an Eye abroad, and take a view of the nume- 
rous Misfortunes that attend the Children of Men 
in the ſeveral Parts of the habitable Earth: Ob- 
ſerve how great a number are baniſh'd their native 
Soil, and labour under a dreadful Slavery in foreign 
Countries; how many are wand'ring up and 
down in deſolate Places, and forc'd to beg their 
Bread from door to door ? how many are periecu= | 
ted and tormented upon account of their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, for maintaining the Principles of an 
Orthodox Faith, and diſcharging their Con- 
(cience ? how many are languithing under chro- 
nical Diſeaſes, whilſt others are milerably tortur?d, 
with the Gout, Stone, Colick and other acute 
= "=: BY .  Pains® 
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Pains ? how many are bloated up with St. 4nthoe 
nie s Fire, Plague-ſoars, Blains and Carbuncles, 
or inflam'd by Feavers and Calentures, or over- 
fflowꝰd and puff d up by Dropſies and Tympanies, 
| or ſhaken by Agues, or worn out by Coughs and 
| Conſumptions, or oppreſs'd by Coma's, Lethar- 
| gies and Apoplexies ? how many, whoſe hard fate 
it is to live in Places that are the Seat of War, | 
| where their Perſons are continually harraſs'd, and 
their Goods plunder'd? how many lye hid in 
Mountains, Deſarts, Caves and Dens? how ma. 
ny are confin'd in Priſons, or ſhut up in Peſt-houſes 
or Hoſpitals, Some are Slaves to their Vices, MW 
others full of Horrour and Deſpair ; ſome are un- 
eaſy for the want of an Imploy, others fatigued MW 
| with over much Labour and Toil; ſome are 
| ruined by the freeneſs of their natural Diſpoſition, 
and others by the fury of their Paſſions : Prin- 
dees are loaded with Care, the Nobles tyrannize 
with Pride, and the common People are pin'd with 
Deontenrt. 

- Hence it appears, that all Orders and Degrees 
of Men are over-whelm'd with flouds of Misfor- 
tunes; ſo that he who counts himſelf happy to 
Day, may find himſelf in a miſerable condition to 
Morrow; there may be ſome diſtinction, with 
$ | reſpect to the degrees of Affliction, but none are 
F | altogether free from Trouble. When ! lee a King 
and a Begger, a Wiſe Man and a Fool, a Learned 
Ei Perſon and one that is Illiterate; one Beautiful, 
and another Deformed , one: advanc'd to honou - 
rable Preferments, and another in Diſgrace ; one 
6 | in a Sedan or Chair of State, and another trudging 
on foot; one cloath'd in ſumptuous Apparel, and 
another cover'd with Raggs; one enjoy ing free 

ö a | | | Liberty, 
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Liberty, and another impriſon'd in a Dungeon; 
one in Authority, and another under Command; 
one that lives at Eaſe, and another that endures 
„great Pain, I cannot eaſily diſcover who's the 
| I happicſt ; ſince great content may be lodg'd inthe 


- IE Breaſt of a poor Slave, and Diſſatistaction remain 

e in that of a mighty Monarch; a Man of a diſcern- 

„ ing Judgment, may be oppreſs d with the fear of a 

d ſuddain Change, when an ignorant Perſon may 

n think himſelt ſafe and ſecure; one that is a pro- 
found Scholar may be poor, when another that is 

es unlearned, may heap up Riches , one that has got 

'S, I excellent Features or an admirable Shape, may be 
n- vahappy in Marriage, when another that's hard- 
ed favour'd or Crooked, may live tree from Strife 
ire he that's in favour with a Crown'd Head, may 
on, have but a ſmall Revenue, when one that lives in 

10- Exile, may poſſeſs a plentiful Eſtate; they that 
0 ride in Chariots may be much indiſpos'd, When 

It 


one that walks on foot may enjoy perſect Health; 
one that wears a Velvet-ſlipper, may be troubled 
recs with Aches and Pains, when another that is 
for- cloathꝭd in Rags may be altogether free from Di- 
to ſtempers: And farther, he that walks abroad at 
to liberty, may have occaſion to fear a ſpeedy con- 
vith finement, when one that is already 1mpriſon'd, 
; are may every hour be in expectation of a Diſcharge z 
Ling a4 General that has the command of an Army, may 
rned be kill'd or made Priſoner of War, when a private 
iful, Sentinel may eſcape and enjoy his freedom; Laſtly, 
nou · ¶ he that attends a flock of Sheep in the Field, may 
one be more free from trouble than one that governs a 
ging Province. A 1601 (3.5 e 48 


and] Therefore if we paſs judgment on Perſons ac- 
g free Cording to their out ward appearanct, we ſhall beg 
erty» | I 4 | 


apt. 
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apt to fall into Great Errours ; and indeed I look 
upon thoſe to be happieſt, ho are ready to take up 
with all conditions of Life. I ſtand amazed, when 
I ſee Men of underſtanding and ſenſe degenerate fa 

far, as to look for Peace in the Smiles of the Great, 

or in the Studies of the Learned, in the Palace of a 
King, or in the Field of Victory; if there be ſuch 

a thing in the World, tis to be found in a Cave or 

in a Cloſet, in a Child of God, or in a contented 
Labouring-man, in a Perſon whole Mind is com- 
menſurate with his Fortune, or in the ſedate tran- 
quillity of the Soul. All the Grandeur of this 
Life is but meer Pageantry, a ſcene of falſe Deluſi- 
ons: I have often been ſtruck with Admiration, « 
in obferving the Follies of Mankind, who deceive : 
themſelves in looking for reſt, where it is not to be N i 
found; fince we may as reaſonably expect to get 8 þ 
poſſeſſion of a large Eſtate, by the bare withing f 
for it, as to inſure an inward Satisfaction in the IE tc 
# ſplendour of outward Injoyments., Good God! 
S what can any Wile Man propoſe to himſelf, when 
he conſiders, how vain and frivolous, how periſl- 
ing and tranſitory every thing is in its own nature, 
that appears to our view in this! ſublunary World? 
Ihen ler me comfort my ſelf with ſuch prudent 
| Reflections as theſe, As is my peace and tranquil- 
8 * lity of Mind, ſuch is my Condition; if [ have- but 
8 * alittle and am contented with it, Ienjoy more 
| *abundance, than he that has great plenty, and is 
not ſatis fied :. Not but we all have our diſappoint- 
ments in ſome reſpects ; for Man (ſays the moſt 
Wiſe King Solomon) is born to treublt,uas the ſparks I 
= fy upwards; every Day of our lives is accompany d 
with ſome croſs Accident or other: When lam 
e, wy Thoughts and Canceptions are fat 


when 
| 


ſin] JP 
when empty my Stomack is craving in the 
midſt of Mirth, I feel a check, and in flouds of 
Tears the Heart muſt needs be heavy 3 my beſt 
Performances are wavering and full of Imperfect- 


ions, and my ill Actions are attended with Guilt 


and Horrour; my Peace is much broken, my 
Grace is much decay d, my Strength is extremely 
impair'd; but one ſmall Moment will waft me on 
the Borders of Eternity; Where my Repoſe will 


be uninterrupted and my Faith ſwallow'd up in 
| Victory 5 where this ſhort and unhappy life will 


end in the fountain of Bliſs, and-the Burden of Sin 
will be remov'd ; ſo that my Soul being releas'd 
out of the Priſon of the Body, will ſpeedily mount 
uplike an Eagle to the Heavenly Regions, and take 
its reſt in Abraham's Boſom 5 where there is no Ser- 
pent to beguile, nor Devil to torment 3 no occaſioni 
tor ſorrowful Tears; no War to alarm, no Deluge 
to over-flowznoGulphs to be paſs d over, no Shelves 
or Quick-ſands to fink into; no gaping Earth- 
quakes to ſwallow up; no Flames to conſume, 
no cauſe for fetching Groans or craving pity; no 
turbulent Paſſions to be ſubdu'd; no Luſts to be 
mortify'dz no ſharp'Winters to chill the Blood, 
no hot Summers toexhauſt the Vital Spirits; no 
rattlings of Thunder nor Flaſhes of Lightning, no 
cold Breezes from the North, nor blaſts from the 
Eaſt; no Rain from the South, nor Storms from 
the Weſt 3 neither will there be any Hell to be 
dreaded, nor Infernal Fiends to be ſnunn'd. 
O Lord how long will it be ere the Day dayyn; 
when 1 ſhall ſee my Bleſſed Saviour, not had in 
corn and deriſion by ſinful Men, but reverently 
worſhipped by the Heavenly Hoſt; not deſpisd on 
Earth, but triumphing in Heaven; not wearing 


< 1 * 
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2 Crown of Thorns, but a Diadem of Glory; not 
purſu'd by a Crowd of profane ems, but attended 
by legions of Holy Angels? O my dear Redeemer, 
| why are thy Chariots ſo long a coming; why 
are the Wheels ſo flow in theit Motion; when will 
| they arrive at my Tent, and-convey me thro? the 
Regions of the Air, where thy great Prophet EAij ab 
was carry d up ſo many Ages ago? How long 0 
Lord, Juſt and True, before I ſhall he releas'd from 
this Body of Miſery; I am quite weary of this 
howling Wilderneſs and of dwelling in the Tents 
of Kedar: O when (hall I be caſt on the Canaas. 
ore, and be brought ſafe to the Haven of ever: 
laſting Reſt? Why is life continu'd to me, that 
long fo much for Death, and would be over. joy d 
co ſind the Grave; knowing that y Redeemer lives; 
Aud that he ſhall ſtand on the latter Day apan the Earth, 
ſo that %% worms deſtroy this Body, yet I ſball ſee the 
Lord, and my Eyes ſhall behold him in all his tran: 
eit Glorie. nn 0 A100 
s I would fain dye a Death Temporal, to lives 
Life Eternal; my Body would willingly be freed 
from ſence, that my Soul might live to thee 3 this 
8 Fleſh and Blood would be content to rot away in 1. 
ide Duſt of the Earth, that the Seed of it might MP 
s fpring up to a Glorious Immortality, when my I 
Soul and Body ſhall be united and rais'd to a noble © *' 

Structure: Not but that I could do and fuffer more WW '! 
in obedience to thy moſt Holy Will; but the Lite le 
ino live, is ſo full of Temptations, that I an 7 
afraid leſt I ſnould commit thoſe Sins which may 

juſtly incurr thy Diſpleaſure; for I eſteem thy Fi. 
vour far above Life, and thy Frowns are more” 

terrible to me than Death: I value not the Cain de 
of this World, if can but get the 3 C 
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may ever: bleſſed Redeemer; had ] but a full aſſu- 
trance of his Divine Protection, I could freely en- 
| aure all the Storms that may aſſault me here for 
che tryal of my Faith, and the refining of my Na- 
ture. 3 
e Then rage on ye boiſterous Winds and Waves of 
hb x Perſecution, IIl bear the ſtrongeſt Guſt, tho? the 
) Waters foam, and the Devils roar 3 tho' Sin may 
n W:cmpt and Man deride : tho' Kocks may ſplit and 
Clouds gather; tho? Fire may burn, and Fleſh 
may tremble; tho' the Foundations of the Earth 
hake, and Mens hearts fail for fear; notwithſtand- BB 
ing all theſe dreadful Commotions, if I have bur 
che ſure Anchor of hope to caſt on the rock of my 
Salvation, twill ſecure my ſhatter'd Veſſel and caule 
it to ride in the (ate Harbour of Eternal Bliſs : *Tis 
but a little while that I am to ſow in Tears, and 
ſhall e're long reap « joyful Harveſt; tis but a little 
| while ere I ſhall find a ſweet Repole, after all the 
Troubles and Turmoils of this Mortal State; tis but 
a little while e're I ſhall hear a mighty Voice, cry- 
ing make all ready, the Bridegroom's near at Hand; 
tis but a little while e're I ſhall ſee the bright Morn- 
1ngsſtar, the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs ap- 
proaching towards the Gates of the Reſurrection, 
when the Heavens will ſuddenly open and ſend 
away the Spirits of Darkneſs: O my Soul have pa- 
tience but alittle while, and it will ſhine to a per- 
tet Day; be but patient for a while, and the laſt -J 
Trump will ſound, the Dead ariſe, and the Genes 
ral Court be call'd. 8 

Are not theſe ſound and undeniable Truths ſuf: 
cient to awaken the moſt ſtupid Sinner out of his 
deadly Lethargy, and to encourage the fainting 
Chriſtian, under all his Grievances and Difap- 

Ys point- 
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pointments? O Holy and Blefſed Trinity, Three 
Perſons and one God, vouchſafe to change the 
rocky Hearts of the Children of Men into an ever- 
flowing Fountain, that they may weep Day and 
Night, to appeale the Wrath and Fury of a juſt 
Judge; who will come in flaming Fire to burn up 
the Stubble and Chaff, but will gather the Wheat 
into his Store-houſe. Oh that I could plead with 
God, or make an atonement for all the abomina- 
tions of a ſinful People, whom no Judgments can 
reclaim, no Mercy invite, but ſtill they run on pre- 
zoſteroully in Folly, as a Horle ruſhes into the Bat- 
tel! Lord thou ſaid'ſt that Vineveh ſhould be de. 
ſtroy'd, but Nine veh repented, and was preſerv'd; 
thou knoweſt the Prayers and Supplications that 
are ofſer'd up to thy Divine Majeſty, Morning 
Noon and Night, by thoſe that mourn in ſecret, 
and cannot be comforted, till the fierceneſs of thy 
Wrath be turn'd as a mighty ſtream, from the 
great City of this Nation, and the adjacent Ter- 
ritories. Fe 

To conclude, let the Afflictions and Croſſes of 
this Mortal State, be a ſtrong Motive to induce 
W ſincere believing Chriſtians, to wean their Af- 
| fections from this World, ſo that every individual 
Perſon deteſting the vanities of this preſent Lite ; 
may perſevere in the induring of Temptations, 
with ſuch an undaunted Reſolution, and conſtancy 
of Mind, during his paſſage thro* this Field of 
Troubles, that at laſt they may all attain to the 
end of their Hope, even the Salvation of theit 
moſt precious and immortal Souls; which God 
of his infinite Mercy, grant for the Sole Merits of 
his only Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, * 1 


g 
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CHAP. XYL 


The ſerious Contemplation of a devout Soul. 


Hall any Delights or Inchantments of a Vain 

World be ſo powerful, as to inſlave my Soul 
to Sin, or are there any alluring Baits that can draw 
me into ſo great an Error, as to betray that precious 
Ray of Divine Light, into utter Darkneſs, or that 
moſt dear Companion and Guide of my Body into 
Eternal Anguiſh ? Is there any advantage to be 
found in the miſeries of a ſhort and uncertain Lite, 
that can counter. ballance ſo great a loſs? Then 
what a grand miſtake have I made, in being fo 
ready to exchange an endleſs Scene of Joys for the 
falſe deluſions of Sin ? How ſhall I be able to receive 
the Vials of pure Wrath, or withſtand the fury of 
Almighty Vengeance in that unfathomable Gulph 
of Deſpair, where all my former Tranſgreſſions 
will fly 1a my Face to torment me for ever, and 
where the Worm that never dies will be inceſ- 
ſantly gnawing my galled Conſcience? Certain- 
ly, by the gracious aſſiſtance of my God, I' ne- 
ver be ſo fooliſhas to run the hazard of fotfeiting a 
never-fading Crown. abave 1n the upper Regions, 
oy purſuing any finful tranſitory Delights here 

ow. 

Farewell my Inclinations to Earthly Enjoys 
ments, I had rather confine my Thoughts within 
the bounds of Temperance, than let them run into 
the looſe ſtreams of Luſt and Concupiſcence. il 
withdraw my Mind from thele gilded Toys, ra- 
ther than deprive my Eyes of the geht of | 
Heavenly Canan, where whence once arriv'd, 1 


ſhall 
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ſhall behold the Face of my Bleſſed Saviour, and 
view him not bleeding on a Croſs, but fitting on 
a Throne, not derided by Men, but ador'd by An- 
gels. I am not arallconcern'd, what Diſturban- 
ces or Troubles a cenſorious World may create me, 
in the conſcientious diſcharge of my Duty, neither 
am 1 in the leaſt diſcourag*d by the ſtrictneſs of 
Life, that Holineſs may oblige me to, during my 
paſlage to Eternity : Ill be content to mourn and 
pray, as long as Breath continues, rather than 
wiltully grieve the Holy Spirit of my everlaſting 
Comforter , I would much rather chuſe to be the 


Scorn of a licentious Age, than (ſuffer the loſs of 
the inward Peace and tranquillity of my Mind. 


Altho' the Winds blow, and the Billows beat, 


and the whole Univerſe were ready to fall into its 


primitive Ch; altho' the Atheiſt disbelieve the 
being of a God and a future State, ſcoffing at and 


making a Jcſt of the Pains of the bottomleſs Pit; 
altho' the Sun ſhould withdraw its inlivening 
Beams by Day, and the Light of the Moon ſhould 
fail by Night; nevertheleſs PII ill travel on with 
a ſteady pace in the Ways of Godlineſs, till having 


paſs d thro? the ſeveral Stages of this Mortal Life, 


l come ſafe to my Journey's end, and arrive at the 

| Gates of the New Feruſalem. If ſuch weighty 
& Conſiderations and ſuch pathetick Expreſſions as 
& theſe will not rouſe up ſleepy Sinners, and excite 
them to Repentance, ! ſhall conclude, their Minds 
are poſſeſs'd and intoxicated with the Spirit of Un- 
belief, the Nature of which ſhall be more particu- 
| larly ſet forth in the following Diſcourſe. 


CHAP. 


nem 
CHAP. XVI. -: 
The Atheiſt Confured. 1 


F thou boldly affirmeſt, there is no God, tell 
me what it is that ſupports this mighty Fa- 
brick of the Univerſe, where thou liveſt, moveſt 
and haſt thy Being; ſhe me the reaſon of the 
ebbing and lowing of the vaſt Ocean, or what it 
is that keeps its boiſterous Waves within their due 
Bounds; let me know, why the Moon ſhould 
have a greater influence on the Waters and Hu- 
mane Bodies, than that glorious Luminary, which 
ſhines by Day, or thoſe Millions of bright Stars 


created the firſt Man, or by whoſe power he came 


« to breath; if thou ſay'ſt he ſprung out of the 
; Earth, by Nature, why does not that Nature pro- 
ge duce more of the ſame kind, without the mutual 
10 corre ſpondence of different Sexes > Otherwiſe, 
ah bring me but one ſolid Argument to prove, That 
ine Nitis Nature and nothing elle, which makes ſuch u 
15 viſible. diſtinction in every Face, tho? we are all 


10 he declar'd at the Stake to the multitude of Specta · 


cite N Tdors, That he felt no more Pain in the Flames than | 


inds n 4 Red of Down, nay added he, "His 45 {weet fo e 
Un- 25 4 Bed of Roſes ? Was it Nature that excited Bi- 


Tortures? 


that appear by Night: Tell me who it was that 


the apparently made of the ſame ſhape and form. Was | 
hry it Nature that prompted Baynam the Martyr, when 


thop Ferrer to tell the People, before he went to the 
Place of Execution, to this effect, / I ſtir inthe iſ 
Fire, believe not my Doctrine, and accordingly he 
remain'd fix d and unmov'd in the midſt of all his 
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the Embtyo is form'd in its Mother's Womb, how its 


ot Plants, or ſhew how the Graſs grows under thy 


many ſigns of Fear, Horrour and Amazement * 
One of the greateſt Proficients in that ſort of mad 
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Now I peremptorily challenge thee O daring 
Atheiſt, to bring me one ſingle Inſtance, that an 
Unbeliever did at any time convince the World by 
a Miracle, That there is no God; nay thou art al. 
together ignorant of the productions of natural 
Cauſes ; for can'ſt thou explain the manner, hoy 


tenderLimbs are brought to their perfectſhape, how 
ic proceeds every Minute in its inſenſible growth, 
how its nouriſhment is receiv'd and diſtributed to 
all the parts in that dark Priſon, and how at laſt i 
forcibly breaks thro” the Bars of it, to breath in: 
freer Air? Orcan'tt thou make it appear by what 
means the Soul is infus'd into a Humane Body, 
how it exerciſes its ſeveral Faculties in thoſe ſecret 
Receſlcs, or how it operates on the animal Spirits: 
Nay can'ſt thou give an account of the vegetation 


Feet? But farther,if there be no ſuch ſupreme and 
omnipotent Being, how comes it topals, that the 


moſt part, if not all thoſe of your Profeſſion, are in WW 


ſo great a conſternation, when they come within 


þ 
the proſpect of Eternity? Are ye wiſer than all the © 
reſt of Mankind in the time of your Health, and 


ſuch Fools when ye come to dye, as to diſcover ſo 


Learning, could not forbear owning at laſt, Thi 
when Reaſon was againſt 4 Man, then a Man will le 
againſt Reaſon: Another Claſſick Author in the 
School of Atheiſm, when he lay an his Death- 
bed, cry'd out for a Light and a Guard to watch 
with him, leſt the Devil ſhould tear him to pieces: 

nother eminent Atheiſt being juſt ready to ex. 
vie one ask'd him what he now thought ef 


"God? 
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God? Whereupon he reply'd, Tam altogether in 
the dark, and'tis alſo reported, that Hobbes, that 
famous Leviathan of Malmeſbury, drawing neat 
his end, let fall the like Expreſſion, ſaying, Now 
Ia about to fetch a leap in the dark. 

X Beſides theſe Perſons, 1 could name the Earls of 
MI Rocheſter and Pembroke with many others, who 
before their Death, were fil d with Amazement 
„at tbe. thoughts of their Infidelity and unac- 
MW countable courſe of Life; but I ſhall forbear, and 
i WW proceed to what I chiefly defign to Treat of, on 


this important Subject. I had the happineſs tobe K 


a MW acquainted with a Perſon of admirable Indow- 
V monts. whoſe great Misfortune it was to be tain- 
er ted with Atheiſtical Principles, which occaſton'd 
s: many Diſputes between us; fo that I think my 


on elf oblig'd in ſeveral reſpects, to give the Reader 


an account of the principal Arguments that were 
produc'd on thoſe occaſions : He ask'd me, What 


main Article of the Chriſtian Faith, and that if he 
pleas'd J would tell him more particularly what 
God was. What (ſaid he) are you wiſer than 


Sicily, What God was? He demanded a whole 
deſir'd two Days more to take the matter into 


* which, he ſtill requeſted three other Days, and 
* at laſt had no other Anſwer to return to the 
* King, but this, The more he mus'd upon it, the 
more be night ; for the farther he buſy d himſelf in 


o ex Von finding it out: Again Plato argu'd in like man- 


Cod! 


I want by owning 4 God? Ianſwer'd, It was one 


Pay to conſider of it; which beingexpird, he 


further conſideration ; after the expiration of 


earching into this matter, the farther be fi was 


br elner concerning the Deity, ſaying, What God oa I 
K "NS 


p ap . * re 4 „ * 


* Simonides, who being act d by Hiero King o 
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** theſe Men were more refin'd in their Notions, 


cognizance of all the Actions of Humane Crea- 
tures, and has reveal'd his Mind and Will to Man- 


one Day, will be all Hand to puniſhthoſe daring 
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I know not; no doubt (urg'd my Friend) but 


* had better experience in the knowledge of a 
God than you can pretend to. 

My Reply to the Gentleman was to this effect, 
That the citing of thoſe two Authors would avail 
him nothing, and that he took them both in the 
wrong ſenſe ; for they never diſown'd the being 
of a Supreme Power, but acknowledg'd, they 
were not capable of comprehending or defining 
what God was, much Icfs of repreſenting him 
to the Eye of Humane Reaſon; for (fays Plato) 
What he 3s not that I know ; but my delign is, to 
ſhew what God is; Then I affirm him ks, a Spi- 
rit Infinite. Eternal and Unchangeable in his Ef- 
fence, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice and 
Truth; nevertheleſs this Great God that I am 
now diſcourſing of, condeſcends ſo far as to take 


kind ; he is a glorious God full of Perfection and 
Bleſſedneſs; he is All- ſufficient in himſelf with: 
out any meaſure bounds or limits; he fills Hea- 
ven and Earth with his Power and Majeſty; 
He is a. God, that's preſent at all times and 
all places; he was from all Eternity, is now, 
and ever ſhall be world without end; He is with 
out any manner of Diminution or Alteration, ne- 
ver changing his Mind and Will; altho' he can 
alter his Work without the change of his pur- 
poſe : He is all Eye to ſee, and Ear to hear, and 


Mortals that even ſurpaſs in Malice the Infernal 
Fiends, who own x God and tremble at * Pre- 
©,  #enc; 


* 


1311 as 
ſenzez then He'll exact a ſtrict Account of all 
thoſe that preſume to call in queſtion his Im- 
menſity and unlimitted Power, more particularly 
xerted in the creating of all Things out of no- 
ching, or that diſown his Infinite Being; He is 
Jult in all his Decrees and Sentences, ; He is a ter- 
rible God to thoſe that fall under bis dreadful In- 
ignation, but plenteous in Goodneſs to thoſe 

aithful Souls, that believe his Divine Attributes; 


bud more c{pecially free in Grace to thoſe that 
Tome to him for indulgence thro' the Merits of 


is only Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Gentleman reply'd, © That thoſe were com- 
mon Notions, and only Maxims of State-poli- 
cy, to keep the World in a regular Diſcipline, 

that the moſt refin d Politicians had infus d 


them into the Minds of others, and that by a | 


* long Succeſſion of Ages, they were ſo generally 

received by the credulous and unthinking part 
of Mankind, that they became as it were a ſe- 
cond Nature, and no Arguments were ſufficient- 
ly ſtrong to diſlwade Men from embracing thoſe 
Principles : But if you are ſo wiſe as to know 
what God is, pray diſcover to me how you 
can be certain there 1s ſuch a Being? I made - 


nlwer, That the Being of God was plainly de- | ; 


onſtrated by his Works and Wonders, ſach as 
e admirable Frame of the Heavens and Earth, 
ie Sun, the Moon and Stars; by the various 
hanges and Revolutions that happen in the 
orld; by che wonderful Peace and Tranquillity 
| Mind that conſtantly attend the good Acti- 
s of every Man's Life, and the dreadful Ago- 


es and Horrours that ſeize on the Vital Spirits of 
ole that wilfully tranſgreſs the righteous 1 | 


Juſt. God; at which mournful Cry the People 
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of Heaven; by the Teſtimony of the Holy Scri- 
ptures, that fully prove there is ſuch a Being as 
a Great and Mighty God; by the general Con- 
ſent of Nations, as well Barbarous as Civilized; 
and by divers Apparitions that have been ſent a- 
broad in the World to encourage the Good, and 
terrify the Wicked, of which I ſhall produce 
one that is very remarkable. 

'Tis recorded in the Life of Bruno, an approv- 
ed Author, and atteſted by other Autherttick 
Writers, that there was a certain Doctor at Pari, 
who by his Learning and Holineſs of Life, ac- 
cording to Humane appearance, had acquir'd a no- 
ble Reputation among the moſt circumſpect Chri- 
ſtians of that Age: But when the Corps of this 
Perſon deceas'd, was brought to the Church on 
a Bier, as was uſual in thoſe Days, and when 
the Prieſt was pronouncing theſe words, or other; 
to the ſame effect, We therefore commit his Bodyu . 
the Ground, Earth to Earth, Aſhes to Aſhes, and 
Duſt to Duſt, in à ſure and certain Hope of a glori 
ous Reſurrection to Eternal Life ; he ſuddenly arok n) 
and ſat on the Bier, and with a dreadful Voic 
cry'dout, I am accnsd at the Judgment-ſeat of th 


were extremely aſtoniſh'd, and went out of the 
Church with great precipitation: The next Day 
when they return'd to make an end of the Fune 
ral Obſequies, and the ſame words were repeated 
the dead Body roſe up again and made a hideol 
Outcry, ſaying, I am judged by the Righteous Jud 
ment of God; whereupon the People ran away ! 
gain in a terrible Fright : On the third Day th 
greateſt part of the Inhabitants of the City m 
together, and upon the repeating of ma 


- 
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demned before the juſt Tribunal of God; which oc- 
caſion'd a fad Reflection, that a Man reputed ſo 
unblamable in his Life and Converſation, never- 
theleſs according to his own Confeſſion, ſhould 
be damned to cternal Ages: Inſomuch that many 
Judicious Perſons took an occaſion to withdraw 
themſelves from the hurry and noiſe of a vain 
Atheiſtical World, to a private Retirement, that 
they might ſecure their precious immortal Souls 
at that great and terrible Day, when the ſecrets of 
Hearts ſpall be revealed; for by this mournful 
Monitor they were plainly warn'd, That tho' 
1 i thcy might deceive an inconſiderare and unwary 
0! 8 Multicude, by appearing to be really Vertuous, 
en hen at the ſame time theirHearts were full of the 
zancour of Unbelief, and conſcious of the great- 


plainly prov'd by this notable Example, and ma- 
ny others of the like Nature. 

But further, I'll make it appear there is a God, 
by following the Dictates of Natural Reaſon in 
al the Controverted Points and frivolous Obje- 
tions ſtarted by Atheiſts. Amongſt all the Celg- 


Jieing, how the Heavens were created, and all 


0 the Earth was laid; none could bring any Proof 
hat ever any mortal Man, by all his art an 


2 


2 —. 
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words, the Corps ſtood up again and cry'd watt © 
2 more formidable Voice than before, I am cons. +. 


et Guilt z yet they could not mock an Omniſci- 
ent and Heartefearching God, whoſe Being is 


brated Authors, I have met with, or ever hear. 
ot, that argue againſt the Being of a God, none © 
were able to diſcover to me or any other Perſon 


the Powers therein; or how the Foundation of 


K 3 ſibtilty, 


e 
9 1 * 
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ſtrength, by all his wit and induſtry, by all his 
karning and philoſophy, by all his wiſdom and 


ſubtilty could find means to ſpread out the Fir- 
mament like a Curtain, or frame the Globe of 
Earth; to meaſurethe length, depth and breadth 
of the boundleſs Ocean; to cauſe the Winds to 
blow, or the Day to dawn; the Sun to rife and 
ſet; the Moon to ſhine, the Stars to glitter ; the 
Sea to ebb and flow; the Earth to tremble; the 
Heavens to roar with Thunder and Lightning; 
the Clouds to gather the Rain, and let it fall i 
gentle ſhowers to refreſh the parched Earth ; the 
Seaſons of the Year to alter their natural Courſe; 
the Graſs to grow in the Meadows; the Trees, 
Shrubs and Plants to bring forth Fruit and Flow- 
ers; the Dew to fall; the Fogs to diſperſe them- 
ſelves; the Vapours to riſe out of the Earth and 
Sea; the Air to freeze or thaw ; the Snow and 
Hail to congeal ; the Earth to gape and diſcloſe 
her inmoſt Caverns; the Dead to riſe ont of their 
Graves; the Blind to ſee, the Dumb t6 ſþtak, the 
Deaf to hear, or the Lame to.walk. 'Is there any 
mortal Man upon the face of the Earth, that can 
throw the Sun into an Eclipſe by Day, or draw a 
Vail over the Moon by Night? Or can he tel 
me by what Power I was form'd in the Womb, 
and how every Vein and Sinew was united toge- IM | 
ther? Or can he declare who breathed into me 
the breath of Life, or infusd into Man that 
Knowledge, which diſtinguiſhes bim from the WW * 
brute Beaſts that periſh ? If thou attributeſt al 4 
theſe wonderful Operations to Nature, then ſhew 
me the firſt cauſe of that Nature; and when thou 
haſt usd all the Evaſions that can be thought of 
| Silence will be thy laſt Refuge, or elſe thou'lt by 
| oblig'd to have recourſe to the Cauſe of Cauſes 
P Which muſt of neceſſity be the Eternal _ * 
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After my above-mention'd Sceptical Friend 


had given Ear for ſome time to my Diſcourſe, he 


frankly own'd, that many of my Arguments 
made {ſome (hew of Reaſon and probability, but 
urg d, That tho he ſhould ſuppoſe the Being 
« of a God, yet he could not be induc'd to be- 


< lieve, there was any Heaven prepar'd for the 


«* Righteous or Hell tor Reprobates, and that his I 
Opinion of a Deity was, The more we think 
of it, the more we are confounded; as for any 
concern about matters of Religion, he took it to 
© be a needleſs trouble; neither could he believe 
* 2 particular Providence that rules over the 
« World, or is in any wiſe intereſſed in the ma- 
nagement of Sublunary Affairs; adding, That 
« (uch a Glorious and mighty Being as God, is 
*not to be mov'd by the Petitions of ſo frail a 
Creature as Man. 

My anſwer was to this effect, That he had fil- 
led my Heart with Horrour, and mov'd my Af- 
fections to that degree, that I could freely break 
out with flouds of Tears, to ſee a Perſon of his 
Parts entertaining ſo mean an Opinion of fo Sove- 
rain a Being: Nay, I told him, he plainly con- 
futed himſelf, according to the Rule of Reafon ; 
tor if my former Arguments had convinc'd him 
of the Being of a God, he muſt needs attain to 
the Belief, that he is moſt Wiſe and Almighty, 
as is evident from his Works: Then it follows, 
He muſt and will be pleas d with Mankind that ſo 
much reſembles Himſelf; fince Truth and Good- 
nels are to be found in ſome meaſure in a Ratio- 
nal Creature, but moſt tranſcendently in God ; 
therefore it may be reaſonably inferr'd, That God 
will condeſcend ſo low as to hear the Prayers of 

LW thoſe 
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thoſe, thar come to Him with a full Belief of his 
Truth, and an abſolute Recumbency on his In- 
finite Mercy; and that there 1s a Reward for all 
good Men ina future State, and a Place of endleſs 
Pains for the Vile and Vicious ; fo that whate- 
ver he might think to the contrary now, he 
would find it to be the natural Reſult of ſuch 
Courſes of Life, as well as the Juſtice of God in 
rewarding the Righteous, and afllicting the Wick- 
ed, according to their reſpective Deſerts. 

For in regard that the Humane Soul is a Spirit, 


there's no ground to believe, it ſhall diſſolve in- 


to {oft Air, or be annihilated, when it is ſet free 
from the carthy cloggs of a groſs Body ; but that 
at the Judgment of the great and general Aſſizes, 
it will be ſenſible of all the good or bad Actions, 
that were committed, when it dwelt in the frail 
Tabernacle of Fleſh and Bloud ; ſo that if its Acti- 
ons were blameleſs, it will aſcend to the higheſt 


Regions, but if it be conſcious of Guile, it will 


ſink into the loweſt Gulf of Perdition. In this 


mortal State, the Changes of the World have ſo 


— — _ ” 
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great an influence upon our Thoughts, that they 
too often prove Advantages to the Irreligious, 
and Snares to the Godly ; but in the future Life 
above, the Soul (hall have a clear and diſtinct Idea 
of Goo. and Evil; which will be a means to in- 
hance the Joys of the Bleſſed Spirits, and to in- 
creaſe the lorments of Damned Reprobates : 80 
that I look upon it as one of the greateſt Contra- 
dictions imaginable, to acknowledge the Being of 
2 God, and not to believe at the ſame time, that 
there is a Day approaching, when Juſtice will be 
done between the Good and the Bad, between 
the Righteous and the Unjuſt, between mw 
; 5 | | „ "PIR 


phick Spirits and Ungodly Atheiſts, between An- 
gels of Light and Internal Fiends, between rave- 
nous Oppreſſion and injur'd Innocence; fince it 
plainly appears, an equal Retribution to all Per- 
{ons according to their Merits, cannot be made in 
this lower World. 

But to render the matter more intelligible, he 
that once admits the Belief of a God, who Crea- 
ted all things out of a confuſed Chaos, muſt needs 
allow that He takes a particular Care of the 
Works of his own Hands; for tis evident, it can 
be no matter of difficulty or trouble for a moſt 
Wiſe, Omnipotent, and Omnipreſent Being to 
obſerve all the Actions of Humane Creatures, or 
to Govern the World with a ſtrict and regular 
WW Diſcipline: Then what Reaſonable Man can ima- 
Line, that this Original Fountain of Wiſdom i 
s {elf in the Abſtract, ſnould raiſe ſo Noble a Fa- 
brick, as the Univerſe is, and at the ſame time 
take no thought about it, but ler all go to ruin 
and confufion ? 

On the contrary, we find by dayly Experience, 
that there is a Supreme Power, which Rules in 
Heaven and Earth; if thou ſay'ſt it is not God, 
tell me what other Being there is, that is capable 
of Governing after ſuch a manner? Is it the Sun, 
the Moon, or the whole Company of Planets, 
that bear rule Night and Day? Or is it the nu- 
merous Hoſt of fixed Stars that are predominant 
in their ſeveral Orbs? Is it the riſing or falling of 
the Ocean, or the vaſt quantitiy of Waters con- 
tain d therein? Is it this huge Maſs of Earth, or the 
increaſe that ſprings out of itꝰls it the Atmoſphere, 
where the Vapours aſcend, or the Luſtre of the 
Lapyreal Heaven? Is it the ſlow Motion of the 
F Fs FER Prinmmn | 
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dhe hovering of Clouds that gather the Rain, 


thou can'ſt not make 1t appear to be any of theſe 


"*« him to be; vis. a Great and Glo: is Being, 


„nothing, now Goverrs the World in Truth 
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1 Mobile, or the rapid Courſe of the low. 
er Orbs? Is it the ſwiftneſs of fiery Meteors, or 


Hail and Snow? Is it a gentle breeze of Air, or 
the united fury of all the boiſterous Winds let 
looſe at once out of the ſubterraneous Caverns? 
Is it the force of Spring, Summer, Autumn, or 
Winter ? Is it the energy of Nature, the ran- 
dom courle of Fortune, or the caſual jumping to- 
gether of Atoms? Is 1t the whole Race of Man- 
kind in general, or any one particular Perſon ? If 


Cauſes, tell me what it is that diſpoſes ot all things, 
and keeps the World in ſuch an admirable Order? 
If thou canſt give me no Reſolve, in this Point, 
thy ſilence muſt aſſure thy ſelt, as well as me, 
That it is the Sole Power of God, whole Being 
thou art ſo ſtrenuouſly endeavouring to oppoſe. 
The Geatleman return'd for Anſwer, “ That 
my Arguments were indeed agrecable to Senſe 
and natural, but when he took many other mate- 
<« rial Points into conſideration. he could not but 
9 I think that what I had deliver'd, was only a fine 
lauſible Diſcourſe, that contain'd more Elegan- 
* cy than Truth: For (ſaid he) it this God | you 
have been Diſcourſing of, is what you make 


* One that heretofore | Created all Things out of 


* and juſtice, and will hereaftcr reward every Man 
according to his Works in another State, tel 
me how it can be conſiſtent with the Rules of 
his infinite Juſtice and Mercy, to puniſh a poo! 
«frail Creature, with everlaſting Pains, for ſom 


*« Miſcarriages in. the preſent World, or to oy 
cc 3 
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« ward ſome good Actions, with the Joys and 
« Pleaſures above to all Eternity? As for inſtance, 
v hat ſhould we think of an carthly Prince, who 
always bore the Title of a Mercitul King to all 
his Subjects, generous in forgivirg uis Enemies, 
„and ready to reward his Friends; I ſay, if 
* ſuch a Prince ſhoald publiſh a Declaration, 
. « That it any (hould offend for the future, in 
„Word or Deed, he would cauſe them to be tor- 
| © mented with the moſt exquilite Pains imagina- 
ble; tho he knew at the lame time, that what 
they ſaid or did, could not in the leaſt dimi- 
* niſh his Grandeur, or detract from his Reputa- 
tion, much leſs dethrone his Majeſty. 
« Suppoſe we ſhould obierve how the Officers of 
* this mighty Monarch proceeded to condemn 
** thoſe poor Creatures, to caſt them into a Caul- 
* dron of boiling Oil, or after having torn their 
* fleſh with red hot Pincers, to pour drops of melt? 
* ed lead into the gaping Wounds; and that the 
e miſcrable Wretches were to undergo ſuch cruel 
Tortures as long as Life continu'd, without any 
* intermiflion of Pain or mitigation of Sorrow, 
* tho' they cry d incellantly for Mercy, and made 
the moſt ſolemn proteſtations of Amendment. On 
the other (ide. were we to fee ſome, who had been 
as notorious Rebels as everliv'd, ſuing for their 
* Pardon before the Sentence of Condemnation 
was paſs'd ; being induc'd to a ſincere Repen- 
© tance either by the hopes of Reward, or fear of 
* Puniſhment; and how theſe Perſons were not 
* only graciouſly received into Favour, but alſo 
** dignity'd wirh all the Honours that a moſt 
Magnificent Prince can beſtow ; nay, farther 
than this, admitted into their Soveraign's Pa- 
* lace. 
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* lace to attend his Royal Court, in the greateſt 
** Splendour that can be conceiv d. 

* If ſuch proceedings as theſe (continu'd my 
* Friend) in a temporary Monarch appear Ty- 
*-rannical, Cruel, Inhumane and Partial; nay, 
very much unbecoming the Grandeur of a ge- 
* nerovs Mind, what can be ſaid of the like me- 
* thods of Diſpenſation, with reſpect to God, 
* whom you affirm to excel an earthly Prince in 
Mercy andClemency, as much as the Sun ſur- 
* paſſes a Star in Luſtre? If you can reſolve this 
„Ditficulty, with ſound Judgment and Reaſon, 


Las you have done ſome other Doubts, J ſhall 


e readily believe all the Divine Attributes in their 


* fartheſt extent, and look upon the Works of 


* God as Juſt and True; but if you fail in any 


_ particular, I ſhall be confirm d in my former O- 


© pinion, That there is no Cod; or it there be, 
« He takes no notice at all of Humane Affairs; 
e much leſs ſhall I be induc'd to believe, that 
© there will be any Rewards or Puniſhments ina 
© future State; and admitting it were fo, how 


can God be ſaid to be Juſt or Merciful in making 


* a frail Creature unhappy to Eternal Ages for a 
„ few Miſtakes made in the lower World? 
I reply'd, That if he were not given over to a 


reprobate Senſe ; I donbted not but to vindicate 


the Juſtice and Mercy of God atter ſuch an efle- 
cual manner, as to bring him and all other Sce- 
pticks to a free acknowledgment of the Excellen- 
cy of the Divine Conduct, in puniſhing the ill 
Actions of the Wicked with everlaſting Torments, 
and crowning the Righteous with thoſe Delights 
that are far above our finite Conceptions to ap- 


prehend. As for the Compariſon the e 
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n 
has made between God and an Earthly Prince, 
the Caſe will appear to be different in many re- 

ſpects; nevertheleſs before 1 come to explain the 

methods of Divine Juſtice, I ſhall clear what has 
been alledg'd againſt a Monarch that (ſhould Go- 
vern according to ſuch Rules as he has repreſent- 
cd, and juſtity ſuch proceedings in every particu- 
lar. For example, ſuppoſe the King and the great 

Council of the Nation, ſhould make ſeveral good 

Laws, to puniſh all the Villanies that are commit- 
ted within the Realm, with the ſevereſt Tortures 
that could be invented, accorcling to the nature 
and Circumſtances of their Crimes, as alſo to pro- 
mote all his loyal and faithful Subjects by ſome 
means anſwerable to their ſingular worth and 
merit, with this Clauſe, never to abate the Pu- 
niſhments, nor to leflen the Rewards npon any 
account whatſoever. | 

Then all theſe Statutes and Ordinances to be 
Printed in a fair Character, by the King's ſpeci- 
al Command, that none may plead 1gnorance, as 
not knowing the Laws of the Land, which may 
be as follows, “Be it enacted by the King's moſt 

Excellent Majeſty, with the Lords and Com- 
*mons in Parliament aſſembled, That whoever 
in their right Senſes, or grown up to the years 
* of Maturity ſhall by Words or Actions, or any 
other means whatſoever, violate, infringe or 
break any of the Laws or Statutes herein con- 
*tain'd, according to their true intent, purport. | 
and meaning, ſhall undergo ſuch Puniſhmunts - 
and Penalties, as are hereafter mention d. And | 
* be it farther Enacted by the Authority afore- 
*faid, That all they that diligently obſerve and 
act conformably to the tenour of theſe Laws, 


hall 
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*« (hall be partakers of all the Priviledges and Ad- 
* yantages hereatter ſpecify'd, without any re- 


* ſpect of Perſons whatſocver: that is to ſay, 


* whoever ſhall preſume to deny the Being of a 


„God, or openly declare, that all Things were. 


produc d by Nature, or thall utter any blaſphe- 
* mous Ex preſſions againſt the Deity, or commit 
* any Fact that is derogatory to nis Honour, ſhall 
* be caſt into a Cauldron of boiling Lead, there 
to be made ſenſible of the Folly of Atheiſm, In- 
* fidelity and Protaneneſs ; but whoever orders 
* his Life and Converſation, ſo as to confirm o- 
* thers in the Belief of a Supreme Being, and to 
* glority his Soveraign Creatour, ſhall have all 
* the Preterments in Church and State, that his 
„Natural Parts are capable of, or the Circum- 
* ſtances of Publick Affairs can admit him to. 

* And bc it farther Enacted, That whoevel 
* ſhall betray his King and Country, or ſhall be 
** concern'd in any Plot, either directly or indi- 
* realy, to undermine or ſubvert the eſtabliſh d 
Conſtitution of the Government, ſhall be torn 
* to pieces by wild Beaſts, that ſo he may know 
e by woful Experience the heinouſneſs of Trea- 
*.{on, and how deteſtable a Crime it is to divide, 
and fow the ſeeds of Diſcord in a Nation, that 
* otherwiſe might have long enjoy'd the fruits 
* of Peace and Unity: But they that continue 


* Loyal to their Prince, and true to their Fellow- 
Subjects, (hall have all the incouragements of a 


* Royal Favourite. Be it alſo Enacted, That 
* whoever is guilty of wilful Murder, ſhall dye 
the ſame Death by which he deſtroy d his in- 
* nocent Brother: And that thoſe Perſons, who 


make no ſcruple to commit Adultery ſhall be 
« publickly 


143 
« pablickly ſton'd to Death, and they that are 
convicted ot Fornication, ſhall have their right 
Hand cut off, or otherwile diſmembr'd and diſ- 
« abled from committing that Crime; and they 
that are guilty ot Inceſt or Sodomy, ſhall be 
« burnt alive, or broken on the Wheel. 
And be it farther Enacted by the Authority 
8 aforeſaid, That whoever is legally convicted of 
„ wiltul Perjury, ſhall ſtand on the Pillory three- 
Days ſucceſſively, where his Ears ſhall be nail'd 
and par'd off, and his Tongue cut out, and 
B+ (hall atterwards be confind in a Dungeon tor 
the ſpace of three Years ; that he may ſenſibly 
feel the (ad effects of bearing falſe witneſs againſt 
his Neighbour: And that they who Curſe, or ut- 
F* ter any vile Execrations, or Imprecations, and 
they that Swear in common Diſcourſe, or at any 
time, but when there is a lawful Call before 2 
F* Magiſtrate, ſhall have ten Stripes for every ſuclr * 
* Offence in the publick Market-place, let them 
be of what Rank or Quality ſoever ; ſo that all 
* vain and raſh Oaths may be quite extirpated : 
And that whoever (hall ſuffer himſelf to be diſ- 
* guis'd with Drink, unleſs it be on a ſudden ſur- 
prize, ſhall incurr the ſame Penalty: And that 
at {MW whoever takes up any Goods or Merchandizes, 
its vith a deſign to defraud the Creditors, ſhall be 
ue {MW condemn'd to hard labour during Life: And 
w- that whoever has committed Felony or Burgla- 
fa Fry, ſhall be ty' d with a Chain to the Scavinger's 
hat Team, and forc'd to dean the Streets, or (hall 
dye be for ever baniſh'd his native Soil: And that 
in · ¶ vhoever uſes any deceit or indirect practices, in 
cho Trading, Trafficking, Buying or Selling, ſhall 
be forfeit treble the value to the Poor of the Pa- 
c Jo ln, 
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* riſh, and ſhall be impriſon'd for the ſpace of 
* one Month : And that whoever is catch'd in 
* telling a Lye or notorious Untruth, ſhall pay 
* five Shillings to the uſe of the Orphans, or 
* ſhall be publickly whipt by the Common Exe: 
*© cutioner or Pariſh-Beadles. 

Now would you look upon ſuch a Prince and 
the Eſtates of the Realm that concurr'd with him 
in the making of theſe Laws, to be cruel or un- 
reaſonable in puniſhing all Offenders according to 
their Demerits, and in encouraging or preterring 
thoſe that obey'd their Commands? On the con- 
trary, | am fully perſwaded, that you and all o- 
ther Men indu'd with Reaſon, would highly 
commend them for having no reſpect to Perſons. 
any farther than to puniſh Tranſgreſſors, and to 


ſeveral Duties; And your own private Sentiment 
muſt needs inform you how happy we of this Na. 
tion ſhould be, if ſuch wholſome Laws were made, 
and duely put in execution. I ſhall now proceed to 
vindicate the Divine Juſtice, in inflicting dread- 
ful Puniſhments on the wicked Reprobates, and 
beſtowing glorious Rewards on the Righteous WW! 
to all Eternity. 

When Almighty God plac'd our firſt Parents 
Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden, He made 
a Covenant with them, That they ſhould freelſ 


there planted, only excepting that of one Tres, 
commonly cal'd The forbidden Fruit; and toi 
them poſitively, That in the Day they eat there 
they ſhould ſurely die: But alaſs! theſe poor ce 
laded Souls, giving way to the ſollicitations d 


the ſubtil Serpent, could not be ſatisfy d wing 
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the Delectable Varieties : the Soveraign Lord of 
Heaven and Earth had ſo liberally beſtow'd on 
them; ſo that being egg d on by a fatal Curioſi- 
ty, they vainly fancy d, there was ſome ſecret 
and more tranſcendent Delight in that which was 


Now the Great God having reſervd but. one 
Tree, as it were for his own ule, or to pleaſure 
his Divine Will, as a token of his Dominion and 
Soveraignty z was it not highly reaſonable, that 
finite Creatures ſhould obey in keeping the Cove- 
nant of their Infinite and moſt Wiſe Creator, 
with reſpect to that one particular Command, and 
| content themſelves with what God had allotted 
for their ſatisfaction, eſpecially ſince He had in- 
dulg'd them fo great abundance? Let me appeal 


den e the Bar of thy Conſcience, and leave it to 
ent chy own Thoughts to determine, Whether God 
Na did not act Righteoully in turning theſe Wretches 
ade, out of Paradiſe, intailing a Curſe on their Poſte- 


rity, That in the ſweat of their Face they ſhould eat 
cad Bread, and adjudging them to undergo a tem- 
and oral Death, as a juſt Judgment for their preſum- 
eo rtuous Arroganceand Rebellion? 
But to render the matter more obvious to your 
rents Capacity, I will here produce a ſingular Exam- 
made ple, which may ſerve as a lively Emblem of the 
freelrMWyeaknets and frailty of Humane Nature. I have 
Tree Read that in the Reign of King Fares I. there liv'd: 
Tree poor labouring Man, who whenever he was at 
4 to Vork, eſpecially digging, us'd almoſt at every - 
therelfitroke he fetch'd, to call upon Adam in a moſt 


d 00 


ehen 
: 
* 


forbidden, than in all their other Injoy ments. 


„or deW@affionate manner. As this Fellow was digging 


ions Mn a certain Day in a Garden near the Road, a 
vith ente man accidentally rode by, and hearing him 
1 L mutter- 


FE 
muttering to himſelf, ſtopt to liſten to what wa 
ſaid ; obſerving that as often as his Spade enter 
the Earth, he cry d out Oh Adam, Adam! Where. 
upon the Gentleman alighting from his Horſe 
made up to the Peaſant, and demanded of him 
for what reaſon he exclaim d ſo much againſt 4 
dam 2 His Anſwer was to this effect, That if 
Adam had not eaten the forbidden Fruit, he need 
not have been forc'd to get his Living by the 
ſweat of his Brows, but might have liv'd with. 
out Labour; and he admir'd that Adam ſhoull if 
fall into ſo fatal an Error. Then the Gentleman if 
ask'd him, if he had been in his Fore-father' 
ſtead, would he not have done the ſame thing? 
The Peaſant reply'd, he ſhould never har: 
been ſo curious, as to covet the taſting of the 
Fruit of that particular Tree, ſince he had libery 
to make uſe of all the reſt. Then the Gentlemar 
bid him be of good cheer, leave his Work, and | 
go along with him; to which Propoſal he re. 
dily comply'd. As ſoon as they arriv'd at the 
Manſion- houſe, the Gentleman ſhew'd him all he 
"fine Apartments, ſplendid Banquetting-rooms,M © 
coſtly Furniture, ſpacious Walks, delightful Gar ? 
dens, pleaſant Groves, verdant Bowers, cod 1 
Grottoes, large Filh-ponds, numerous Attendants 
ſumptuous Apparel, rich Jewels, delicious Fare 
Ge. All theſe Things (ſaid he) (hall be at th 
Command, during the term of Life; I'll tre 
- thee from that painful Curſe which Adam has el 
tail'd on thy Body; I'll cloth thee with fine Li 
nen, and noble Robes of State; thou ſhalt be nil; 
conſtant Companion, and ſhalt partake of all ml”. 
Injoyments; nevertheleſs on this condition, Thi 
thou ſhalt not at any time preſume to 'unco"? 


%. 
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one particular Diſh at my Table, and that when- 
ever thou ſhalt act contrary to this Injunction, at 
that very inſtant thou ſhalt be ſtript of all thy Or- 
naments, and turn d to thy former Drudgery. 
The Gentleman having ended his Diſcourſe, 
the poor Peaſant was immediately tranſported 
with raptures of unſpeakable Joy, upon the ſight 
of ſo great a Change in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time; 
a Change that was altogether unaccountable and 
unexpected 3 and ſo much the more admirable, 
in regard that theſe Injoyments were not only to 
continue, for a Day, a Week, a Month, or a Year, 
but to the end of his Life. Who can exprels the 
great ſatisfaction he found in his Mind, and the 
ſolemn Proteſtations he made, never to play the 
Fool like Adam, or be tempted to forfeit his Hap- 
pinels, by uncovering that Diſh, ſince he had ſo 
many others at his diſpoſal 2 Thus he fondly 
pleas'd himſelf with the thoughts of atuture unin- 
terrupted Happineſs for many Years; but alaſs! ere 
a few Months were. expir'd, he was ſuddenly de- 
priv'd of all his State and Grandeur. For on a 
certain Day when this fortunate Perſon had fed 
n lcnuituhy upon all the moſt exquiſite Ragoos and 
dean ies that can be imagin d, he was left alone 
dans in che Room, to do as be thought fir; the co- 
pate ed Diſh remaining by him on the Table. 


th ere he might ſtretch his wearied Limbs on ar 
i freW<2'7 Couch, and take the refreſhment of a ſweet 
has el Repoſe; or be might open a Window and look 
ae Lat into the ſhady Groves, ſo as to hear the me⸗ 
eben odious Notes of fine Birds chirping on the 
Fan oushs of every Tree, and ſee thoſe winged Qui- 


iſters, fluttering up and down like ſo many nim- - 
ble Meſſengers of Heaven, and chanting forth 
3 their 
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their Great Creator's praiſe : Or he might take 
a few turns, amidſt the fragrant ſmells that ariſe 
from beautiful Flowers on the ſide of every ver- 
dant Bank; or he might carry his Angling-rod 
to the Pond or River-(1de, and there fitting down 
under ſome ſhady Covert, ſolace himſelf with 
that delightful Exerciſe ; whilſt the purling ſtreams 
glide on inſenſibly with ſilent Floats, and the nu- 
merous Carps, Tenches, Trouts, Breams, Dace, 
Barbels and other noble forts of Fiſh, are ambji- 
tioully ſtriving to catch at the Bait. Thele and 
many other innocent Divertiſements of the like 
nature, miglit have entertain d his leaſure- hours a- 
broad, with much more ſatisfaction than his vain 
deſire of ſtay ing within, to ſee what Curioſit y lay 
hid under the cover'd Diſh. ELL 

However, being perſwaded that no Eye ſaw 
him, he judg'd that he might ſecurely behold the 
Rarity, which had been fo long conceal'd with- 
in the ſpacious compals of ſo noble a Charger, and 
at laſt reſolv d to lift up the Cover; which was no 
ſooner done, but a poor filly Mouſe leap'd out, 
and ſo extreamly ſurpriz'd the Man, that he could 
no longet retain his former ſedateneſs of Mind, 
which might caſily be diſcover'd by the change of 
his Counrenance ; infomuch that his Lord ſuſpe- 
cting the Occaſion, look d into the Diſh : but find. 
ing the Mouſe gone, no doubt he expoſtulated 
with his new Gucſt, after ſome ſuch manner as 
this: O thou unfaithful Wretch, did J take 
e thee from a Cottage, and bring thee to my Pa. 
5 lace.” where I ſtript thee of all thy Raggs, and 
*,caus'd thee to be cloath'd with gorgeous Apr 
„ parel? Have I redeem'd thee from. all thy hard 


Labour, and freed thee from thy daily Care, - 
OG | (* nt 


CW. 4: | 
« doſt thou thus requite my good will towards 
« thee with black Ingratitude, by proving infa- 
« moully falſe to ſo bountiful a Bene factor? Now 
*« I'll incontinently divelt thee of all my Favours, 
and turn thee out into my Field, amongſt my 
neaneſt Slaves, where thou ſhalt have an O- 
verleer continually to {pur thee on, and confine 
+ thee to the ſevereſt Drudgery : neither ſhalt 
© thou be ever ſuffer'd for the future to fit at my 
Table, or ſo much as to enter within my- Gates; 
then let me hear no more Reflections on thy 
e firſt Parents, but look at home, on the Tray- 
cor within thy own Breaſt. | 
Now I cannot forbear fancying, That I ſee 
the poor Wretch miſerably degraded and ſtript 
ot all his Glory, trudging out of the ſtately A- 
partments, with as much Regret, as he enter'd 
in with Joy; fetching deep fighs, and caſting back 
many a ſorrowful look on that noble Structure, 
from whence he but now came out. Methinks 1 
hear him bemoaning himſelf in ſuch Terms as 
theſe, What an unfortunate Creature am I, that 


ad. ſhould fo prepoſterouſly violate my Engage- 
of ments with lo worthy a Gentleman, who took . 
pe- pity of me in my low Eſtate, and fo lovingly 
d- commiſerated my Diſtreſs ! Whom can I blame 
tel but my ſelf, ſince were it not for my own de- 
fault, I might have been as happy as the Day 
take was long? How (hall I inure my ſelf to my for- 
ba- mer Labour, and feed on my courſe Fare, or 


and WI lye on my ſtraw- bed! Do but ſee how the Man 


Ap tles up the Spade, aud handles it more aukwardly 
hard than before, uttering many a grievous tgh: yet 
and H hear no complaints of Adam, bur he's ready to 


ear himſelf into a thouſand pieces; neither does 
3 | he 
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be true or falſe, I'm ſure the moral ſcope of it is 


7 WEI a, 6" 

2 _ 

f<- ta _— 88 
— _ 5 4 @— % 7 R ww 


—25*n5 OO ALERT RS ER 
— <* at E. ©; — 
—— n —_ — — —— 
. 


7 * = 
— 
* of 


along time under the Tranſgreſſion of their firl 
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| ſent his only Son out of is Boſom, to offer u 
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he make any reflections upon the Generous Gen- 
tleman, but is forc'd to lay all the blame at his 
own door. 

[ am aptto believe that what has been related 
is real matter of Fact: but whether the Narrative 


undeniable, and very pertinent to my preſent 
purpoſe : for in all Conferences I ever had a due 
regard to the Diſpoſition of the Perſons, with 
whom I was engag'd, endeavouring to ſuit my 
Diſcourſe to every one's particular Genias or Ca- 
pacity : Thus when I am diſcourſing with a learn- 
ed Divine, I do not talk after ſuch a manner, as 
if he knew not how to write or read; and when 
am converſing with an illiterate Perfon, I make 
no mention of Topicks relating to Philoſophy 
or Mathematicks, becauſe I know him ro be al- 
together ignorant of thoſe matters: Like wiſe 
when I am diſputing with an Atheiſt, or one 
that can'tentertain an equitable Thought of God, 
with reſpect to his Infinite Mercy and Goodnels, 
I think it improper to cite any Text of Scripture, 
till I can bring him to a belief, that it is the un- 
doubted Word of Truth; neither will I proceed 
to relate the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord at large, 
till I have handled ſome familiar matters by way 
of a Preliminary Diſcourſe : but I am now come 
to the main Point I deſign d chiefly to inſiſt upon, 
in vindicating tlie Juſtice of God. 

The whole Race of Mankind lay groaning for 


Parents, having only ſome dark Types and Shs: 
dows of 4 promis'd Meſſiah, for the ſpace of Foul 
thouſand Years ; til! God of his Infinite Mercy: 
8 Peat 
N 4 uy 


NF 


on Condition that we keep his Commandments. 
S WM Now theſe Precepts are recorded by Divine Au- 


thority, in the Old and New Teſtament, to be a 


ſtanding Rule of Faith to all ſucceeding Genera- 


Peace here, and a Crown of Glory hereafter, up- 


— — 
eee 


en dinances. He that has made theſe unalterable 
e Laws cannot Lye; neither in there any variableneſs 
by WR zith him or ſhadow of cbange; beſides that by re- 
al voking the Puniſhment, or leſſening the Reward, | 
iſe He would diveſt himſelf of that Juſtice, which 
Ne do eſſentially belongs to his Nature: For how 
od, Wi can God be ſaid to be Juſt in receiving a wicked 
ls, WW perſon into his Favour, without his Repentance 
ure, and Regeneration? Or how could ſuch a Perſon - 
um. act in Heaven, unleſs it were to turn it into Hell? 
eel BI For by what Tenure does the former bear that 
ge, Name, but that it is a Place where no impure ; 
wa thing can enter; or what's the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
om 


g fou not clear the Juſtice of God in a more proper and 
fr ppoſite manner, than by ſhewing what Hell is, 
$ha and why ſo call'd : not but that I may err in my; 
_ Opinion, and ſhall be willing to retract it, whats 
erch. 


tions; directing us how to ſteer our Courſe thro 
the turbulent Sea of this World, fo as at laſt to 
arrive ſafe at the Port of the New Jeruſalem: 
There we may be inform'd what Vices we are to 
eſchew, and what Vertues we are to exerciſe; as 
alſo, what Puniſhments we muſt undergo to 
eternal Ages, if we wilfully neglect our Duty, 
and what Glory we ſhall poſſeſs in the Preſence of 
God, upon a ſtrict obſerving of all his Holy Or- 
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racter of Hell, but a Place, where no pure Crea- 
ture inhabits, * 20 
So that upon the whole matter, I think I can- 


ever more ſolid Arguments {hall be offer d tha 
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thoſe I now duce. The ſtate of Hell is repre- 


ſented in Scripture, by Fire and Brimſtone ; by 


Weeping, Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth, and 
many other Metaphors of the like Nature. Se- 
veral Ancient and Modern Divines of our Nati- 
on have undertaken to deſcribe it as a Place of 
material Fire; nay ſome proceed fo far as to af- 
firm, that there is as much difference between the 
ſcorching Flames of Hell, and thoſe that are felt 


on Earth, as there is between a painted and real 


| Fire : Some give it out, that to be caſt into aCaul- 
dron of boiling Lead, is but a Flea-bite in com- 
| pariſon of the InternaiFurnace, where wicked Re- 
probares ſhall ſuffer endleſs Pains to all Eternity. 
- Theſe and many other Repreſentations of the 
like nature, are uſually made of Hell, and God 
grant that none now living may ever enter there- 
in, to try the Experiment; but my Conceptions 
of it are altogether different; and I may perhaps 
be as capable of defining the Torments peculiar 
to that dreadful Station, as the greater part of 
Mankind is; for if ever any Mortal on this fide 
| the Grave, endur'd the pains of the Damned, I 
am the Perſon. Not that I would preſume to con- 
tradict the revealed Word of God, or to raiſe a- 
ny new Notions concerning Hell; far be it from 
me, I would not in the leaſt entertain any ſuch 
Thoughts: And indeed ſo many novel Opinions 
relating to Articles of Faith, have been ſtarted 
within theſe few Years, that there's no need of 
W broaching more; every Age being apt to confute 
old Errours, and to beget new ones; but the Do- 
8 &rine'l ſhall lay down with reſpect to Heaven 


and Hell, Thope will be taken as a further Con- 


firmtion of the Truth of the Holy Scriptures, and 
wed HEE ERS b | extir pate 
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extirpate thoſe blind Notjons that ſerve only to 
perplex the Mind of weak Chriſtians, and to en- 
courage Atheiſts in their obſtinate Infidelity, 
think it muſt of neceſſity be acknowledg d, 
that many paſlages of the Scripture are Propheti- 
cal, ſome Parabolical, and others Myſtical: in ſe- 
veral Places, it repreſents to our view, the like- 
neſs of Things here on Earth, that it may che bet- 
ter reach our weak Capacities: Thus it couches 
the Deſcription of Hell, under ſeveral figurative 
Expreſſions; as, a bottomleſs Pit of Fire. Smoke and | 
Brimſtone 5 everlaſting Burning; a Furnace of 
Flames that cannot be quenched ; Howling, Mourn- 
ing, Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, a Worm that 
never dyes, &c. belides many other Emblems 
| {Wwnich fo lively ſet forth the future State of dam- 
ned Reprobates, according to Humane Apprehen- 
on, that no Words can expreſs it in a more clear 
and diſtin& manner: Therefore I ſhall keep cloſe 
r co the true ſcope and meaning of the Sacred 
fert; and as far as I am able to apprehend, vary 
e For depart no farther from it, than that differs 
irom the Word of God, which is unqueſtiona- 
n- ly one and the fame thing: and I cannot but 
a- romiſe my ſelf, that what I have to deliver on 
m lis Subject, will effectually remove many Doubts 
ch nd Scruples that lye depending in ſome waver- 
ns Nag and unſcttled Minds. —ů 
ed Here I muſt profeſs I neither do, nor ever did 
of Helieve, ſince I came to the Years of Diſcretion, 
nat there was, is, or ſhall be any material Fire 
ade uſe of in the lower Regions, for the ever 
en {Wilting Puniſhment of the Damned; but I take Hell 
Wo be in all Places where God is abſent, both in 
and he preſent World and in the future State 1 6 
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. another, when Time ſhall be no more:; that is to 
ſay, a Temporal Hell, and an Eternal one: but 
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F anſwerably to this Belief or Fear, but may be 
faid to be actually in this Hell that T am now 
treating of; for I experimentally know it to be 
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that when he docs not live conformably to thoſe 


fo that any Perſon may as well imagine that he1s 
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is undoubtedly a Hell on this fide the Grave, and 


there is as much difference between one and the 
other, with reſpect to Duration and the exqui- 
ſiteneſs of Pain, as there is between the main O- 
cean, and a Rivulet or ſmall Brook. Then firſt, 
In endeavour to ſhew with all the perſpecuity 
imaginable, what a Temporal Hell is, with the 
Pains that are peculiar thereto, and how long 
it may continue. There's no Perſon that is Ba 

tiz d into the Chriſtian Faith, that profeſſes to be. 
heve and tear the true God, and yet lives un- 


to: and tho' ſome may perſwade themſelves to the 
contrary, they'll find 1t to be certainly true, if 
they do but ſeriouſly conſider the following Re- 
flections. | 

Man is indu'd with ſuch a diſcerning Faculty 
above all other Creatures, that he can diſtinguiſh 
Good from Evil, aud readily apprehend when 
he's really Happy, and when utterly Miſerable; 
he's ſenſible, that there is no true felicity in this 
Life, which is apparently one of the greateſt Ar- 
guments that prove a future State: he perceive 


ö 


Wiſe Ends of his Creation, there's a diſmal cloud 
of Fears that overſhadows his greateſt Pleaſures: 


ſafely arrived at his intended Journey's end 1n 1 
Country that is far diſtant, as to expect to injo 
an uninterrupted Tranquillity of Mind, without 
the Fayo:'r and Le Of God: and all ſuch, do 
. | actually 
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actually live in a Hell here on Earth, ſo long as 
they continue in the known practice of any one 
wilful or premedicated Sin: For what is Man but 
his Mind? If that boſom Friend be at eaſe, Iam 
eſſentially happy, let my outward Condition bear 
any Denomination whatſoever; but if not I am in 
a ſtate of Miſery : and it is impoſſible my Mind 
ſhould be compos'd, when I act contrary to 
known Principles. 

Thus I may wear an Imperial Crown, and 
ſway the Scepters of Three noble Kingdoms; but 
if I am conſcious to my ſelf, that 1 do not Go- 
vern my Subjects according to the Precepts of 
Heaven, nor act conformably to the Dictates of 
Juſtice, Equity and Clemency, Ireally inhabit in 
the Regions of an Earthly Hell, which 1s a live- 
ly Emblem of that in the other World: For there's 
2 Worm that never dies, but is always prey ing 
upon my galled Conſcience, and will inceſſantly 
continue gnawing, till I break off m Sins by Righ- 
teouſnes and ſhewing mercy to the Poor; till J do 
that wbich ir lawful and right in the fight of God 
and Man. Altho' I were poſſeſsd of an Eſtate 
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0 valu'd at a Hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, and 
\r- enjoy d all the variety of Delights this World can 
oY afford ; nevertheleſs if I live in Luſt and Concu- 
of» M8 Piſcence, ſuffering my Thoughts torove about in 

queſt after my Neighbour's Wife, or any other 


unchaſte Imbraces, there's a flame of Fire that's al- 
ways burning in my Breaſt, and is never quenchd 
as long as I continue in ſuch lewd Practices: this 


n 0 . « . $4 | 

jor Ml *PParently is a Hell to me, on the hither ſidè of - } 

Eternity, and a Fore-taſte of that which is to 
E . * 
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. ann ! 
Altho'I enjoy a perfect health of Body, fours: 
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neſs of Mind and Memory, with many other 
tranſcendent Bleſſings; yet if I retain a covetous 
inſatiable deſixe of theſe earthly moultering Trea- 
fures, and be not ſatisfy'd with that Portion 
which the Divine Providence has allotted me, 
this is a Pit of Deſtruction that has no bottom; 
ſo that the more I have the more I am ſtill crav- 
ing, and the longer I live, the deeper I (ink into 
the dangerous Gulf for as long as I covet my 
Neighbour's Inheritance, and ſeek after more 
than I can manage or diſpoſe of to any good pur- 
ary I am running beadlong into an Internal A- 
yſs that ſwallows up my real Felicity. If I live 
in much greater ſplendour than the reſt of my 
Neighbours, and at the (ame time carry on any 
malicious or envious Deſigus againſt them, re- 
Pining at the good Fortune of others, and never 
eing fatisfy'd with my own Injoyments ; this is 
2 ravenous Vulture continually gnawing my En- 
trails and preying upon my Vital Spirits: This 
miſerable State of Life diſturbs my Repoſe, im- 
bitters all my Comforts, fours all my Joy, andis 
a lively repreſentation of thoſe tranſports of Rage 
and Envy, with which damned Reprobates are 
and will be poſſeſsd in the everlaſting Hell to 
eternal Ages. | 
' Andfarther, if 1 fall into extreme Deſpair, and 
eng. ground to hope for the Divine Mercy, 
that's ot dreadful Hell to me in this World, 


- 


A 
and a perfect reſemblance of thoſe inexpreſſible 
Tormefts, which all profane Wretches muſt ſut- 
ter, time without end; unleſs their Ruin be pre: 
vented by a timely Repentance. If I am a bla- 
18 8 or Adulterer, if I give way to unruly 
Paſſion, . Cruelty, Malice or Revenge, or 9 
. ä | 3 


129971 
any other enormous Crime, I am as much in Hell, 
and in the ſame condition with thoſe loſt Souls, 
as if 1 actually indur d the torments of the other 
lite; tho the Tortures are not ſo exquiſite, nor 
me Pains fo violent, with reſpect to their ſeveral 
degrees : As for inſtance, I may be very angry 
with my Servant for a ſlight offence; but not in 
- ſo great a Rage, as if he had murder'd my Wife, 
or ſome other near Relation; and tis certain, my 
y Paſſion upon account of the former Fault, would 
ſcon abate, but my Fury that was rais d by the 
latter inhumane Act, would daily increaſe. 
Thus a Temporary Hell, and an Eternal Hel} 
are of the ſame Nature, and the only difference 
between them is, That the Puniſhments of the 
Wicked, are nothing near fo great nor laſting, in 
this World, as they will be in the other State; the 
former ſerving only as a ſmall Specimen or Fore- 
taſte of their future conſummate Miſery. All incor- 


n- WM rigible profligateWretches.are now at this very in- 
his (tant as much out of the Favour and Love of Gd 
m- Nas ever they will be; I mcan, ſuch as live and dye 
dis Nina reprobate and unregenerate State. 1 ſhall en- 
age de nvour farther to illuſtrate the matter, by a fa- 


miliar Compariſon, which take thus: When a 
Traytor is confin'd in the Tower cf London, and 
lies under the Sentence of perpetual Impriſon- 
and ment ; tho for the preſent he poſſeſſes moſt part 
rcy, {Wot his former Injoyments, nevertheleſs he is as 
rd, Wootorious a Criminal, and as much a Priſoner, as 
ble Mit he were remov'd to New-gate, or the County- 
ſaf- soal, and depriv'd of all the neceſſaries of Hu- 
re- mane Life: doubtleſs ſuch a Confinement would 
blaſ- be an Embleme of what he muſt afterwards un- | 
ruly Icrgo, when all his Wealth is confiſcated and his 
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| [ #\sſted like a fading Flower, whoſe noble colour and 


Sin has ſince defil'd my pure Garments; thus ler: 
ter d upon the borders of Guilt, and thus Ilaunch- 
ed out into the deep of a temporal Hell, where 


dled other flames in my Breaſt, whoſe burning 
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Body caſt into-a loathſome Dungeon, where he 
is to lye without Redemption, and periſh with- 
out Relief. THT 
hope I have plainly prov'd by ſeveral ſolid 
and undeniable Arguments, That there is a Hell 
here on Earth : but to make 1t more fully appear, 
I ſhall produce matter of Fact, by my own ſad 
Experience. I came within the confines of this 
Hell, in that very moment, when I was capable 
of diſtinguiſhing between Good and Evil, or be- 
tween Vertue and Vice: And as I made a daily 
progreſsin Sin, by inſenſible degrees; I proceed- 
ed in motion, much like the ſilent ſtreams that 
deſcend from the riſing Springs, whoſe cleareſt 
Water is ſoon defild, by the numerous Chan- 
nels thro' which it runs, till it becomes as foul a; 
the ſtanding Puddles, which are corrupted by ma- 
ny mixtures, and only fit to be convey d into the 
Common-ſhore, where theſe impure Waters ſtill 
lide on, till at laſt they fall into the main Ocean; 
the brackiſh Taſte of which 1s more unpleaſant, 
than that of filthy Mud at the bottom of ſtagna- 
ting Ponds, which cannot be purity'd but by the 
Refiner's Fire. Thus my pureſt Thoughts were 
polluted, and the charming ſedateneſs of my 
Mind chang d into a furious ſtorm; when all che 
innocent Actions of my tender Years, were bla 


fragrant ſmell are ſuddenly turn d to putrefaction 
Thus I came naked into the World, and this 


the fiery Darts and vehement Flames, have kin: 


Heats, 


ga, hi 175974 
Heats, no flouds can extinguiſh, but thoſe which 
* flow from Eyes truly penitent. From the Day of 
my entrance into Sin, at the Years of Diſcretion, 
til the Day of my Regeneration or new birth, I 
account my ſelf to have been as really in a tem- 
„ poral Hell, as it I were condemn d to the miſe- 
rics of the Eternal one, in caſe I had continu'd in 
my former vicious Practices. I readily acknow- } 
edge my inability, to make a true deſcription of 
all the ill Habits and PolJutions I unhappily con- 
tracted, in a long courſe of Impiety and Rebellion 
againſt my Soveraign Creatour ; {o that I ſhall con- 
tent my (elf only to give a ſhort Account of the 
Confuſion of Soul, which ever and anon ſeized on 
me in all my private Retirements | 

t would be tco melancholy a Scene, to draw 
all the Clouds of Amazement that hung over my 
Head for many Years, during which I was conti- 
nually expos d to the fiery Darts of the Devil, and 
remain'd under his Tyrannical Government; 
lloating up and down the World like a ſhatter'd 
Veſſel in the vaſt Ocean, liable to the grievous in- 
ſult of every ſwelling Wave: Thus this cruel Tor- 
menter toſs d me from one Stage of the World to 
another; ſo that when I found a diſſatisfaction 
in one kind of Injoyment, he tetnpted me with }; 

treſh alluring Baits, and inſenſibly drawing = 
round the fatal Circle, laid the cloſeſt ſeige where. 
my defence was weakeſt. When I began to be ſen- 
lible of the vanity of Honour, then the pains I 
had taken in his ſervice mutt needs be rewarded 
with abundance of Wealth: but having perceiv'd 
the drudgery of heaping up Riches, I was per- 
ſwaded to divert my ſelf with Company and a- 
greeable Converſation, Thus the Father of Lies 
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egg d me on from one Ingagement to anothet; 
till at laſt my Torments augmented daily, and grew 
more boiſterous than a raging Sea, where the high- 
er the ſtorms ariſe, ſo much the more the Waters 
foam; ſo that the farther I launch'd out into Fol 
ly, the more I found my ſelf involv'd in Trou. 
bles, and ſurrounded in the labyrinth of Miſery, 
I am not able to expreſs the Confuſion and An- 
 guiſh,that us d to pull down my Spirits and diſtract 
my Mind, during my continuance in an habitual 
courſe ofSin: for I have often long d for the ſetting 
Sun, in hopes that an Evening: diverſion might 
aſſwage the Gripes of the preceding Day; but 
as ſoon as the Stars appear'd, all my long wilh'{ 
tor Refreſhments have been ſpun out in an empty 
diflatisfaction . Then having enter'd my Cham. 
ber, my tir'd Senſes and fatigated Body have de- 
manded ſome repoſe ; but alaſs! the torture of 
guilty Conſcience, would not ſuffer mine eyes ti 
ſlumber, nor the temples of my head to take any reſt: 
& {© that no ſooner have I laid my ſelf down in Bed, 
bor on my Couch, but various Thoughts have ſud: 
denly darted horrour into my Mind, and filld me 
with Amazement. Thus have frequently ſpent 
my tedious Minutes in toſſing and tumbling to 
and fro, like a Perſon that is grievouſly afflicted 
with the Stone or Gout, or one in a burning bes- 
ver; longing for the break of Day, with greate! 
impatience than a diſtreſſed Mariner encompaſsd 
on all fides with Rocks and Quick- ſands in a dark 
and gloomy Night. If at any time, by reaſon! 
a long Fatigue, or numerous Diſappointments in 
a ſinful courſe, my Eyes have clos d to reſt; fright 
ful Dreams of Devils and Infernal Fiends have di 


ſturb d the imaginative Faculty, and appear d. 
terrible 
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terrible to me, as if it were a real Viſion, and all 
my natural Senſes were quite awake. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe dreadful Convulſions 
that have ſeiz'd on my Mind, upon the ſerious 
conſideration of having oftended God and viola- 
ted his moſt Righteous Laws; but they come far 
fort of what Jam now about to deliver: For I. 
ſhall draw a Scene of Hell in as lively a repreſen- 
tation, as perhaps can poſſibly be done by any 
Man now living, every part of which will aſto- 
niſh the Senſitive Soul, and uſher in the ſtreams 
of Amazement ; this 1s a Tragedy, not Artificial 
but Natural, acted not to pleaſe the Fancy, but 
to affect the Mind, not to cauſe Weeping for Joy, 
but Mourning for Fear, leſt the ſame direful miſ- 
fortunes ſhould happen, or the lire Storms 
ſhould make ſo furious an Attack, upon the 
unavoidable approach of the King of Ter- 
ours. And indeed, on May 3. 1696, the Har- 

bingers of Death ſeiz d on my Vitals with ſo great 
violence, that in the {pace of a few Days, all 


vith ſo black a Cloud, that no Mortal could be- 


pent W'-ve any otherwiſe, but that the Sun of my A- 
1g 10 Wimal Spirits muſt of neceſſity ſet under that dark 
ed bade, never to riſe again till the dawn of an 
Fes verlaſting Day. 

a Thus 1 perceiv'd the Evening of a ſhort Pil- 
Jals 


image drawing towards a ſpeedy cloſe, and the 


dark oom in which I lay, beſet with as groſs dark-_ 
(on Of ess at Noon-day, as it usd to be in the dead of 
nts w Winter-Night ; where the dear Wife of my 3 
fright Nom, /e deſire of mine Eyes was mourning like a 
* bove, and my aged Mother bedewing her gray 

AT 


fairs with Tears, and wiſhing ſhe had gone down 
10 


expectations of Life were ſuddenly over-ſpread; . f 
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to the Grave, before that ſorrowful Day of my 
ſo near approaches to Eternity: If at any time! 
ſaw the Light, I beheld my diſconſolate Relati- 
ons wringing their Hands and ſhaking their 
Heads, and ever anon, I could over-hear the pri- 
vate Conlultations and Whiſpers of my Phyſici- 
ans, one of whom (as I cannot but remember it) 
ſaid, He'll dye upon the return of the next Fit: Then 
came ſeveral Divines,to do me what good Offices 
lay in their Power, and to aſſiſt me with their beſt 
Advice, during theſe diſmal Circumſtances; but! 
poorsSoul lay ſhivering like anAſpenLeat,under the 
ſurprizing dreadful Agonicsof a dying Hour, hav- 
ing now ſo clear a view, and to quick an Appre- 
henſion of the Errours of my pals'd Life, that 
diſcern'd Folly in all its natural Colours, and could 
not but loath its deformity with the utmoſt De- 
teſtation. 
Oh the Horrour, Confufion and Shame that 
ſeiz d on my drooping Spirits and trembling 
Nerves! Now (ſaid I) Sentence of Death is al. 
ready paſs'd upon me, and I begin to feel the Tor- 
ments of a deeper Hell, which darts ns flames ii. 
to my Immortal Soul. even before I take my [alt 
farewel of this World; then my Sorrows welc 
extremely augmented, not upon account of the 
ſharpeſt pangs of Podily Pain, but for thoſe df 
an ulcerated and gangreen'd Conſcience. O molt 
terrible ſight to me, when I beheld Satan ſtriking 
his fiery Darts into my diſtracted Mind, and tel 
ling me in expreſs Terms, There was no hope 
my Salvation, no pardon of Sins, no ſmiles of 
Heaven to be expected, no poſſibility of my ſce. 
ing the Face of God to all Eternity; and thats 


was too late to cry for Mercy, too late to Pra 
| t00 
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too late to atone for the Follies of a miſ-ſpent 
Life: And altho I had not been altogether ſo vile, 
as the greateſt part of Mankind, and were inno- 
cent with reſpect to the crying Sins of the Age; 
tho I had often approach d the Lord's Table, and 
heard his Holy Word ; nevertheleſs I was con- 
ſcious to my ſelf of ſo many notorious Omiſſions 
and great Failings in the performance of my Du- 
ty, that Almighty God might juſtly ſhut me out 
ct the Kingdom of Heaven, and cloſe me up in 
an endleſs Night of Pain and Horrour. 
Thus the grand Accuſer of Mankind conſtantly 
attended about my Bed, during the time of m 
Sickneſs; magnifying ray Sins to the higheſt pitch, 
ſo as to make every {mall Offence appear one of 
the moſt hainous Crimes; inſinuating, That theſe 
Convulſions and Groans were not to be compar'd 
tothe unſpeakable Tortures I muſt endure in the 
other State, and that all theſe Afflictions would 
be increasd to the moſt intenſe degree, in the 
Gulph of everlaſting Perdition : Inſomuch thatT 
Jong d to dye, that I might know the utmoſt of 
the Diabolical Malice, being perſwaded, that no 
Torments in the other World, could poſſibly ex- 
cd my preſent Miſery ; the extreme anguiſh of 
vhich caſt me into ſo violent a Sweat, that the 
ed whereon I lay was like a wet Bath; the Lin- 
en on my Body and the Night- cap on my Head, 
night alſo have been wrung as it were Clothes 
cy drawn out of a River. The Tranſport of 
ny Paſſion was fo exceſſive, that four or five 
trong Perſons were ſcarce able to hold me in the 
ed, and my roaring was ſo loud, that moſt of 
he Neighbours round about, ran out of their 
vules in a terrible Fright; whilſt others that 
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F 
continu d in their Habitations, were all over ſeiz'd_ 
with a fit of Trembling, tho they knew the oc- 
caſion, and many ſtood in the Street, like People 
amaz'd, or ſtruck with aPanick Fear; every one 
concluding, I mult needs expire that very Hour, 
and not believing Humane Nature to be capable 
of weathering ſuch an outragious ſtorm of De- 
air. | 
is But / that which was moſt wonderful is, That I 
retain'd the perfect uſe of all my Senſes, and di- 
ſtinctly knew every Perſon about me, as appear d 
by the particular account I gave of all my Pains, 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, in as plain a man- 
ner as could be expreſs d. When the violence of 
this Fit was ſomewhat allay d, I ſenſibly perceiv d 
my ſelf deſerted by God, in all the bitter Agonies 
of a moſt dreadful Deſperation; for I then did 
and (till do firmly believe, I at that time felt the I £. 
utmoſt Torments of thoſe wretched Souls that are p 
loſt forever, and found my ſelf abſolutely exclu- 4 
ded from the Favour of my Soveraign Creatour, t 
and Bleſſed Redeemer ;z concluding there was no ty 
poſſibility of reforming the wilful Miſtakes of my Gr 
paſs'd Life, or that I ſhould be retriev d by any ln. 
means whatſoever, from my due Fate of being 0 


utterly undone. I had alſo at the ſame time, a hi 
fair Proſpect of the New Jeruſalem, where all ap- ¶ nc 
d moſt Glorious within, and of whoſe tranſ- WM t, 


cendent Beauties, I have but an imperfect Idea, c 
as not being admitted into thoſe Illuſtrious Gates, N We 
the brightneſs of which far ſurpaſſes all the Splen- roty 

dour of an Earthly Paradiſe : However this fight WM mu 

was extremely amazing to me, and fill'd my Soul of; 
with Indignation, in regard that I was ſenſible of N fia 


: & ng (but out from that Place of everlaſting 
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Joys, and that now my Soul muſt range about the 
dark Regions of Horrour and Deſpair till the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead upon the ſounding of the 
laſt Trump, when it will be more unhappy than 
ever, in meeting the Body its old Companion and 
Abetter in ſinful Courſes, at the General Aſſizes; 
there to receive together a final heavy Doom to 
Eternal Puniſhments. 

And indeed, I did as plainly ſee my precious 
Soul wandering up and down among thoſe In- 
fernal Spirits, as I ſhould actually do if I were to 
dye at any time, in an unregenerate State, and I 

had ſo clear a view of the Miſeries that Damned 
Reprobates continue in, before the great Judg- 
ment-day, that no Man living can convince me- 
to the contrary . It was not an effect produc'd 
by the malignity of the Diſeaſe, or an idle Con- 
cit of the diſtemper'd Brain, but it was a real 
plain repreſentation of the moſt deplorable Con- 
dition of thoſe Wretches, on the other ſide of 
the Grave, where Time is (wallow'd up by Eterni- 
ty. For I ſolemnly declare in the Preſence of the 
Great and Terrible God, at the thoughts of whoſe 
Infinite Majeſty, my Spirit trembles, That I would 
not lie under the like inſupportable Oppreſſion of 
his wrathful Indignation and Almighty Venge- 
ance, for the ſpace of one Week, if I might by 
that means gain all the Treaſures of India, or the _ 
Cold of Africa, or have all the Kingdoms of the _ 
World at my diſpoſal, during a long and proſpe- 
rous Conrſe of Life: For I am no more capable of 
making a proper Deſcription or Repreſentation 
of what I underwent during that dreadful Con- 
ict, than I am able to count the Stars in the Fir- 
mament, or the number of Sands on the Sea- 
M 3 ſhore z © 
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ſhore ; it was apparently too great a Calamity to 
be expreſs d in Words, or to be deſcrib'd in Wri- 
ting by any Pen on Earth; For 4 wounded Cone 


ſcience who can bear? 


Thus I have prov'd by Reaſon and my own 
Experience, That there is a Temporal Hell on 
this ſide the Grave for all thoſe that have any 
ſenſe of the Being of aGod, and do notlive con- 
formably to his Sacred Laws and Commands; I 
have alſo ſhew'd, how long this Hell may be ſaid 
tocontinue, that 3 is to ſay, from the Years of Di- 
ſcretion to the time of Converſion, or to the Hour 


of Death; and now I ſhall proceed to explain the 


Nature of the Eternal Hell, but fo ample a De- 
ſcription has been already made of it in treating 
of the former, that I hope my Labour will be in 
a great meaſure ſuperſeded and the leſs may ſuf- 
fice to be deliver'd on this Article. So that hav- 
ing laid down my Opinion, That there never 
was, is, nor ſhall be any material Fire in Hell, I 


come to produce my Reaſons for it, which are as 


follow : The Soul of Man is a Breath of Life, in- 
fus d by an Almighty Being, and not a Bodily 


: Snbſtarice, that is 5 capable of undergoing any Mi- 


ſery by Corporal Pains, of what kind ſoever 
they may be; ſo that the former is undoubtedly 
of a more ſublime Nature, and will be rewarded 
or puniſh'd, after a quite different manner, *Tis 
certain that God, ordain'd corporal Puniſhments 


for the material and mortal Body, and not for 


the immaterial and immortal Soul ; ſuch being fit 
only to be inflicted in this World, and not in that 
which i io come f 

But farther, our own Reaſon muſt 9 in- 


duce us to believe, That the Puniſhment 800 
| | ou 
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1 
Soul in the Future State, will be much of the ſame 
Nature with what it is in the Preſent, and we are 
all ſenſible, that the anguiſh of the Mind or Spi- 
rit, is different from the pains of the Body. Thus 
when a Judge condemns a Malefactor, he does not 


doom his Soul to any material Puniſhment, but his 


Body; for if the Sentence be to be Preſsd, Burnt, 
or ſtarvd to Death; to be Hang'd, Impal'd, 
broken upon the, Wheel, or torn in pieces by 
wild Beaſts; or elſe to be Rack d or Whipt, or to 
ſuffer any other exquiſite Pains, theſe material 
Tortures may indeed be extremely afflicting and 
grievous to the latter, but they cannot affect the 
former; as being a Divine Ray, which is altoge- 
ther impaſſible with reſpect to ſuch Sufferings: 
However I readily own, That the Soul may par- 
tici pate of Anguiſh with the Body, and indure 
as much Miſery ; but it is of another kind; for 
there is a natural and a ſpiritual Senſe of Pain: 
So that the Fleſh, Bloud, and Bones may be pro- 
perly ſaid to undergo the material Puniſhment s 
whilſt the Soul ſuffers a ſpiritual Convulſion, 
which the Body is not capable of feeling; there 
being as much difference between one ſort of 
Pain and the other, as there is between a Spiri- 
tual and a Corporeal Subſtance. by 
Therefore I have often admir'd, That Men of 
a ſound Judgment ſhould inconſiderately depart 
ſo far from the main ſcope and meaning of he 
Holy Scriptures, as to hold, That there is a 
terial Puniſhment in Hell, to be inflicted upon un» 
done Souls to all Eternity; and indeed, it is ſo 
great a Contradiction to Divinity and good Senſe, 


That l take it to be an abſurd Errour much of the 


ſame nature, with that of the Roman Catholicks, 
4 who 


| Almighty God, 
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who blindly believe Tranſubſtantiation, ,and I 
know not what middle ſtate of Purgatory : Nei- 


ther is there any reaſon to make Hell worſe than 


it is, or to perſwade the World, there is ſome- 


what in it, which upon due examination, will be 


found to have no real Exiſtence z God knows the 
ſtate of Damned Reprobates is ſuthciently terrible, 
and in our Diſ:ourſes on this Subject, we may as 
well treat of the true nature of Hell, as of what it 
is not; which would tend myth more to the edi- 
fication of our Chriſtian Br hren, than a dit- 
ferent Practice. „ 3 
However, I would have none miſtake my 


meaning in this Particular, I do not maintain in 


the leaſt, but that the Pains of Hell may be con- 


veniently repreſented by familiar Compariſons; 


ſince that is altogether agrecable to the Word of 
God, and the weakneſs of Humane Apprehenſion; 
but we ought to be very cautious about proceed - 
ing farther than Sacred Writ dire&s us: For we 
have no account in the Old or New Teſtament, 
That there is any material Fire in Hell, or that 
loſt Souls are to be tormented in the Future State, 
with the fame Puniſhments that are uſually infli- 
Qed on the Body in this World. I could alledge 
ſeveral other Reaſons to prove, That there are 
no more ſuch material Flames in the Eternal Hell, 
than there are in the Temporal ; but I think, 
thoſe that have been already produc'd may be 


; ſufficient for this purpoſe: So that I ſhall now pro- 


ceed to ſhew, When thoſe wretched Souls that 
are utterly undone, fall into this bottomleſs Pit 
of everlaſting Deſtruction, after what manner 
they'll be puniſh'd there to Eternal Ages, and how 
ſuch extreme Severity conſiſts with the Juſtice of 


The 


91 
The Soul of a Reprobate undoubtedly enters 
upon this State of Hell, immediately after it has 
left the Body; for my Opinion is, That in that 
very moment the Breath goes out of the Noſtrils, 
the Spirit mounts up directly to God that gave it, 
and appears in his Preſence, to receive its final Sen- 
tence of Acquittal or Condemnation, and as ſoon 
as it finds its ſelf caſt at the private Tribunal of 
Heaven, it knows the Fate that will for ever at- 
tend it. I am alſo of Opinion, that every ſuch 
guilty Soul is permitted totake a view of the Gates 
of the New Jeruſalem, and to ſee the Glory of 
the Celeſtial Kingdom; by which means it may 
the better conceive what Siti has depriv'd it of, and 
will be thereupon fill d with extreme Horrour and 
indignation. My Fleſh trembles at the Idea have 
torm'd to my ſelf of thoſe Wretched Creatures, 
who will inceflantly lament and bemoan their 
Misfortune, to the tedious Ages of Eternity, af- 
ter ſome ſuch manner as this: 2 
am now bani{h'd the Preſence of Almighty 
God the Father, his ever Bleiled Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Holy Spirit, that Eternal, Paraclet; as 
'alſo from the Glorious Hierarchy of Angels and 
the noble Society of the Spirits of juſt Men made 
'perfe#. Oh fatal Day to me, that ever I was 
born, but how much more unlucky was that 
Hour, when I enter'd into Covenant with the 
Devil! T had a fore-taſte of this Wrath, when 
Ilivd on Earth, and the ſame Witneſs that now” 
accuſes me, reprov'd me at that time; I might 
have arriv'd ſafe at Sion, with leſs trouble, than 
yhere I am at this inſtant ; for what fruits has 
1 in thoſe things, whereof I am now aſhamed 2 Oh 
miſcrable Caitiff that I am, how ſhall I e 


| 


| 
| 
| 


a the Fury of my Great Creatour's Vengeance, or 


and wiſh to be reduc'd to nothing, but all to no 


the more I may; here I ſhall always Weep, bat b 
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indure the Vials of his Wrath pour'd out upon 
me to all Eternity ! Yet the abſence of my of- 
« fended God is more bitter than Death it ſelf, 
and his Diſpleaſure more racking than the Tor- 
ments of Hell. I that once had an opportunity 
ot b. coming the Companion of Celeſtial Cheru- 
bins and Righteous Perſons made for ever Hap- 
* py, am now forcd to keep Company with In- 
* ternal Fiends and Damned Spirits made eternal- 
ly Miterable : I who might have ſolacd my (elf 
undo the Divine Rays of the moſt Glorious Sun 
* of Righteouinelſs, and might have diſcern'd the 
height, depth, breadth and length of his tranſ- 
cendent Love, muſt now ſtumble on the dark: 
© mountains Of Eternity. , 

O my Soul, what a diſmal Vail is ſpread on all 
. ſides between thee and the Divine Glory; a 
thidꝭ Darkneſs that will never be ſucceeded by 
the dan of another Day; a black Cloud that 
© will never clear up to brightneſs ; a ſpacious Cur- 
© taja of Deſpair, that will never be drawn up to 
diſplay the Scenes of Joy! Here thou muſt wan- 
der up and down the gloomy Regions, from one 
© Age to another; here thou {halt ſeek for Death 
© with ſighs and groans, but ſhalt never find it; 


* purpoſe ; here thou muſt for ever range about 
© in this infectious Air, continually lamenting thy 
© irreverſible Sentence, and crying out with bitter 
Complaints, in this howling Wilderneſs of Oe. 
« ſperation. Alaſs, the longer I wiſh to be releasd IF t 


no Tears can atone for my paſs'd Offences! | 
* Ol-what adreadful Abyſs is this, where all by 
(44% GR g | [4 Lig 
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Light is chang d into Darkneſs, all my Joys in- 
to Sorrow, all my Smiles into Frowns,all my Mirth 
into Grief, all my Jollity into Madneſs, all my Eaſe 
into Pain, all my Hope into Deſpair, all my Love 
into Hatred, all my Peace and Tranquillity into a 
« woful hurricane of Confuſion, and all my Aſſurance 
into a certainty of induring endleſs Torments. 
W hat deep and fearful Dungeon is this, that Sin 
« has caſt me into, v here no Screekscan be heard, no 
« Prayers anſwer'd ; where there is no Compaſ- 
| « fjon to be found, no Merciful God to take pity 
| of, no Chriſt to ſave, no Holy Spirit to comfort, 
, © no hope of Relief, and no Year of Jubilee for 

« the releaſing of in(laved Captives! Here I muſt 


*——— 


| {lie without Redemption, lamenting my wretch- 
© ed State, till the Judgment of the great and ter- 
J « Tible Day, when my amazed Body will ariſe out 


a © of the dry duſt of the Earth to be re- united to 
y I < this forlorn Soul. and to continue its inſepara- 
at ble Companion in the ſuffering of Everlaſting 
© Pains. | 

Such a diſmal meeting as this will one Day, 
cauſe the Devils themſelves to quake and tremble, 
as being ſenſible, that their Tortures will be aug- 
mented to the higheſt degree of Miſery : Oh 
what a horrid Out-cry will there be, when the 
diſtracted Spirits of the Reprobates come in 
crowds to ſalute their old Aſſociates in Lewdneſs 
and Debauchery ! But the Lamentations and 
Howlings will be more hideous, when all the nu- 
merous Millions of Souls aud Bodies ſtanding at 
the Left Hand of Chriſt the Supreme Judge, (hall 
be condemn'd to the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, / | 
where the ſcorching flames of a wounded Con- 
ſcience, will roar like the Thunder of the Al 

Ru Tf mighty, | 


| 


| | 
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0 Sun, Moon and Stars ſhould withdraw their Light, 


5 What Confuſion ſhould we all be in, how ſhould 


preme Being, with the guilt of their own wilful 
Crimes and notorious Tranſgreſſions. Alaſsl theAt- 


as it will farther appear by reflecting a little on 
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mighty; and the ſmoke of their Torments aſcend 
up for ever; not ſuch a ſmoke as ariſes from a 
material Fire, but that of God's fiery Indignati- 
on, which will always burn to torture the Infer- 
nal Fiends; and never be quenched : For were 
the Great God Jehovah to turn away his Fury 
from thoſe Wretched Miſcreants, their Pains 
would immediately ceaſe; ſince that, and that 
only, is the proper fuel which feeds thoſe intole- 
rable Flames; or were God to lift up the Light 
of his Countenance, or to ſhew his Preſence to 
thoſe perplexed Spirits, the borders of Hell would 
ſhine as bright as the Gates of Heaven; but it is 
inconſiſtent with his Divine Juſtice, that any 
ſuch glimpſe of his Favour ſhould be darted into 
that bottomleſs Pit ot utter Deſpair, 

Therefore it may be avouch'd for certain, That 
there is no other Fire in Hell for the puniſhmene 
of the Damned, but what proceeds from the diſ- 
pleaſure and abſence of the molt Glorious Su- 


fiction is ſufficiently great to be baniſh'd from the 
Injoyment of the chicfeſt Good to Eternal Ages; 


this familiar Inſtance : What a dreadful Darkneſs 
would over-ſpread the ſurface of the Earth: if the 


and all the other Comforts of this Life ſhould 
be remov'd from us, ſo as never to return again! 


we wander about thoſe dark Regions, in hopes 
of finding ſome relief amongſt our Neighbours 
and Friends, or others at a more remote diſtance! 


But when we came to underſtand 5 
i ame 


173 
ſame hard Fate had befallen all the reſt of Man- 
kind, how diſconſolate would our Condition ap- 
pear, how ſhould we deſpair of Succour, and 
look upon our ſelves as utterly undone ! Now 
if ſucha Temporary withdrawing of God's Mer- 
cies in this lower World, would occafion fo great 
a Terrour, what muſtthe Aſtoniſhment then be, 
to have a ſenſe of being baniſh'd his Glorious Pre- 
ſence to all Eternity in the other Life? 

In that Miſerable State, the Damned will in- 
ceſſantly Weep, Roar and Gnaſh with their Tecth, 
in the extreme Horrour and Anguiſh of their 
Souls, to ſee themſelves depriv'd of all hopes of 
Mercy ; and their Paſſions will be rais'd to the 
higheſt pitch of Fury: There thoſe diſtracted 
Spirits will entertain a mutual Enmity and ſtrive 
to inhance their own Miſery, branding one ano- 
ther in the fiery tranſports of Rage, with their 
former Crimes and Enormities ; there Lewd Sub- 
IF jets will inveigh with bitter Execrations againſt 
| their Vicious Prince, for giving em ſo bad an 
IB Example, there a careleſs Auditor that was not 
willing to receive the Word of God, with fince- 
rity of Heart, will loudly exclaim againſt thoſe 
{candalons Teachers that Preach'd one Doctrine 
in their Pulpits, and acted another in their Lives 
ind Converſations : There Undutiful Children 
will fly in the Faces of their cruel Parents, who 
ſufler d them to run headlong in their Folly, with- 
out giving them due Correction; there Unfaith- 
tul Servants, will wring their Hands and ſhake 
their Heads at their ungracious Maſters and Go- 
vernours, who never took care to perform their 
Duty to God, or to thoſe that were committed 
'0 their Charge. ON 

_ There 
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here profane Gazers at all ſorts of Stage-plays, 
as Tragedies, Comedies, Farces, Drolls, Moun- 
tebanks, Shews, Oc. will ſpit their fiery Venom, 
at thoſe Blaſphemous Actors and Buffoons, that 
play'd the Devil's part on the Laſcivious Theaters; 
there impure Minds that took great delight in 
reading licentious Diſcourſes, will vilify thoſe 
audacious Wretches, who miſ-ſpent ſo much of 
there ptecious Time in writing Tuch vain Ro- 
mances, that ſcrv'd for no other purpoſe, but to 
corrupt the Age, and to bring ſo numerous a 
Crowd of poor deluded People, to that dreadful 
Place of Confuſion; there the genteel compliant 
Lady of Pleaſure will ſtorm and outragioutly aſ- | 
fault thoſe that us'd all their Wits to debauch her 
Mind with unchaſte Deſires, which have prov'd [ 
ſo fatal, and reduc'd them to the utmoſt extre- \ 
mity of Miſery : There they that were intic'd to 1 
the committing of enormous Crimes, will belch 
forthunſpeakableReproaches againſt thoſe {warms 
of Tempters, that ran about the World on Sa- 
tan's Errands, and were his chief Agents; there 
the Druakard will be incens'd againſt his old 
Pot-companions; there one Villain will abbor 
another for their former Conſultations in the 
Black Art. With ſuch crucl Revilings, oppro- 
brious Terms, and bitter Taunts, theſe wretched WF mc 
Miſcreants will be continually galling one ano- I 
ther, to the everlaſting extent of a diſmal Night I r 
that will always be gliding on, but never come bor 
near a Day of Refreſhment. 

Theſe are ſome of my ſerious Thoughts and 
Reflections upon what will unavoidably attend 
all Perſons in the preſent World and that which 
is tocome, who wiltully deſert the Service of the 


Great 
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Great God, or that live and dye in the practice of 
any known Sin, or im the contempt of his Juſt 
Commands, without the true marks of an unfeign- 
ed Repentance ; ſuch as does not proceed from 
a {Javiſh Fear, but ſuch as is the effect of Love, 
and of a hearty Sorrow for having offended ſo 
Gracious and Bountiful a Creatour. So that up- 
on the whole matter, my Opinion is, That no 
Van under thofe Circumſtances can be capable of 
adoring the Deity after a. due manner in this 
World, or of contemplating the Divine Perfecti- 
ons in the Future State; in regard that by conti- 
nuing in a Sinful Courſe, he apparently forfeits ſo 
glorious a Privilege: Therefore it is not God 
that excludes him from his Favour here, or his 
| moſt comtortable Preſence hereafter, but his own 

wiltul Obſtinacy ; for the Arms of the Divine 

Cicmency are ever ſtretch d out to embrace all pe- 

nitent Sinners, that humbly throw themſelves into 
5s them, thro the Merits of their Bleiled Redeemer; 
„uind am fully perſwaded, That all they that re- 


re t theſe kind Offers of Mercy, with ſuch affecti 
donate Expreſſions of Love, would perſiſt in ſin- 
5x Jing to Eternity, if their Life were to be of that 
he duration. | 

o- Then it plainly appcars to be only a piece of 
ed moſt equitable Juſtice, That ſuch Perſons ſhould 
10- MW ve for ever in that State they have courted to 


ght bog. and merited by their obſtinate Rebellion; 
zyme tor it God (ſhould admit them into his Kingdom, 

they would meet with nothing there, that is a- 
and M8rccable to their corrupt Nature and vicious In- 
tend N dinations; neither would it anſwer-the purpoſe 
hich Not ſo Wiſe and Juſt a Soveraign Being. Howe- 
{the Neri theſe Wretches could be perſwaded to in- 
real | ure 
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ure themſelves by degrees tothe contemplation of 
the Divine Attributes, and the admirable Excel- 
lencies of the ever-bleſſed Trinity, they would 
ſoon find a {ſweet fore-taſte of the Celeſtial Joys, 
in the preſent ſtate of Life; but the natural Aver- 
fion they have for Godlineſs and Purity, is ſo un- 
accountably great, that they had rather make 2 


mock of Sin and all that is Sacred, than ſeriouſly 


ſet about the performance of ſo important a Duty, 
To conclude, I ſhall endeavour farther to il- 


luſtrate the proceedings of Divine Juſtice, by a 


familiar Inſtance; Suppoſe a Combination of diſ. 
loyal Subjects ſhould plot together to vilify one 
of the moſt Powerful Princes in the World, ſo 
far as to break the juſt Laws of his Government, 
to expoſe the Perſon of his Sacred Majeſty to 
Scorn and Contempt, to alienate the Minds of the 
People from his Obedience, and actually to cauſe 
a Revolt within his Dominions: Suppoſe like- 
wiſe the Clemency of this Potentate ſhould be ſo 
fingular, as to endeavour to reclaim theſe noto- 
rious Rebels, by ſending Meſſengers from time to 
time, entreating them to deſiſt from their perni- 
cious Practices, and engaging his Royal Word, 
That upon their Reformation, they ſhould not 
only be re- admitted to his Favour and Protection, 
but alſo be advanc'd to the higheſt Preferments in 


bis Court And that after theſe. profligate 


Wretches inſtead of accepting ſuch noble Offers, 
had derided and abus'd his Officers in the moſt 
outragious manner imaginable; nevertheleſs the 
King ſhould order his Jaſt Proclamation to be {ct 
forth offering a free Pardon to all thoſe that lay 
down the Arms of Rebellion and come in at 2 


certain time appointed, but they that ary 
| retus. 
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refus d to ſubmit upon theſe gracious Terms, ſnould 
be for ever baniſh'd from his Preſence, and forc'd 


to undergo perpetual Slavery: Would you not 
entertain the greateſt Veneration for ſuch a Mo- 


narch, and look upon that peſtilent ſwarm of Vi- 


pers as more fit to dwell in a loathſome Dungeon, 
than to be cheriſh'd with the Favour of ſo Gene- 
rous a Prince, who had ſo freely offer d a gene- 
ral Amneſty and Forgiveneſs to ſuch Traytors ? 

The Caſe ſtands thus Cſaid I to my Friend) be- 
tween Almighty God and vicious Men ; and at the 


. Laſt Day, ſuch will be oblig'd to own their Folly, 


and to confeſs, That God is moſt Juſt and Righ- 
teous in all his Dealings with Mankind. I added, 
That if by what had been deliver'd, the Miſery 
of the Wicked in this Life and in the future State, 
did not appear to be of their own ſeeking, all the 


Arguments in the World, would be of no force 


for his Conviction. Whereupon he an{wer'd, 1 
had indeed produced fo many fair Proofs, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as were confirm d by my own Experience, 
in the above- mention d remarkable Particulars, 
that he was almoſt convinc'd of the Divine Juſtice 
in the Puniſhment of wicked Reprobates; ſo that 
he would take the matter into ſeriousConſideration, 
and give me a ſatisfactory Anſwer in a few 
Months ; but I heard no farther of him, till he re- 
cciv'd his laſt Summons to appear before the dread- 
ful Tribunal of the Great God, when my Compa- | 
ny and Advice ſeem d to be very acceptable to him. 

t would be too tedious to recite all the Diſcourſes 
that paſs d between us during the time of his 
dickneſs; ſo that I ſhall content my ſelf only to re- 
peat the chief Articles of them, and what may 
more directly tend to the Readers advantage; it 


N being 


| 
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being my Friend's particular deſire that they 
| ſhould be. Printed for the Edification of others; 

not doubting but by this means many Souls would 
be brought to the Belief of a God, and to diſclaim 


all ſorts of Atheiſtical Principles. 


However, I think it expedient to conceal the 


Name of this Ingenious Gentleman, in regard that 


he was deſcended of a Noble and Religious Fa- 


mily, and there are ſeveral others of the ſame 
Name, which may be apt to reſent it as an indig- 


nity. Beſides he committed ſuch Sins as ought | 


not to be retain d in the Memory of his old Com- 
panions, or of any that knew him: for the whole 


courſe of his Lite was ſo irregular, and dilagreea- 
| ble tothe Divine Precepts, that I had much ra- 
ther bury his Faults in oblivion, than tranſmit 


them upon record to future Ages. His natural 
Parts and Endowments of Mind were fo extraor- 


dinary, that they render'd his Converſation agree- 


able to Perſons of the higheſt Rank and Quality ; 
his Diſcourſes were ſo polite and pleaſant, that 
they charm'd the Ears of thoſe that heard them; 
and few ever attain'd to greater perfection in the 


Art of Speaking: but when his Arguments were 


levell'd againſt Scripture and Reaſon, they were 
ealily confuted, as the moſt᷑ part of Atheiſtsgene- 


| rally are; for I am fully perſwaded, they argue 


contrary to their own Sentiments, ſtiffly oppoſing 
that Truch which they cannot but be convinc'd 


cot intheir own Breaſt ; as plainly appears, when | 
| they come to take their laſt Farewell of a vain 


World, on which they have ſo long doted, and 
are ready to launch out into the boundleſs Ocean 


of Eternity. 


This 


This 
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This Gentleman believ'd he ſhould die at the 
firſt beginning of his Sickneſs, and I was with 
him'every Day, for the ſpace of three or four 
Hours, as long as it continu'd, that is to ſay, a- 
bout five or fix Weeks; during which time, .thro' } 
the Divine Mercy, he had his Senſes preſerv'd in 


a wonderful manner, except ſome {mall intervals 


of Frenzy, occaſion d by the violence of his Di- 


ſtemper. I came firſt to him on the ſecond Day 


of his indiſpoſition, when he expreſs'd his great 
Joy to ſee ſo old an Acquaintance and dear a 
Friend, as he was pleas'd to call me. Iask'd him 
how he did, and what made him ſo dejected 5 
ſince I took him to be of a greater Spirit, than to 


be ſtartled at ſuch flight Symptoms as then 


appear d? 

* Alaſs! (ſaid he) are you ſo void of under- 
ſtanding, as to imagine I am afraid to dye? Fat 
be ſuch Thoughts from me; I could meet Death, 
with as much courage, as I have encounter'd an _ 
Enemy in the Field of Battel, and embrace it as 
freely, as I ever did any Friend whom Ieatirely | 
' lov'd : For I fee nothing in this World thats 
worth the pains of keeping. I have made tryal 
* of moſt States and Conditions of Life; I have 
* continu'd at home for a conſiderable time, and 
' travel'd abroad in Foreign Parts; I have been 
rich and poor; I have been raisd to Honour 
and rever'd in a high degree ; I have alſo been 
*expos'd to Scorn and Contempt; I have been 
' Wiſe and Fooliſh ; I have experienc'd the diffe- 
'rence between Vertue and Vice, and every thing 
„that was poſſible for a Man in my Station; ſo 
that am capable of diſtinguiſhing what's really 
good and praiſe-worthy, and what is not: Now 

N 2 1 


180 ] 
il ſee with a clearer ſight than ever, and diſcern 
a vaſt difference between the vain licentious Di- 
* {courle of a Libertine, and the found Arguments 
of a true Believer: for thõ the former may ex- 
preſs himſelf more finely than the latter, ſo as to 
puzzle him with hard Queſtions and intricate 
* Notions, yet alt amounts to no more, than the 
fallacy of a few airy Repartees, which areſnc ver at- 
* fed by ſober Chriſtians; nor capable to elude 
the 2 of ſolid Reaſon: But now I know how 
to make a diſtinction between them ; and 1 wiſh 
from the bottom of my Heatt, 1 had been ſo ſen- 
* fible of my Errour in the time of my Health; 
then 1 had never had thoſe dreadtul fore: taſtes of 
k Hell, Iuow have: Oh what a ſad Account have 
* I to give of a long Life ſpent in Sin and Folly! 
*-F look beyond the Fears of a Temporal Death ; 
all the dread that you perceive in me, ariſes from 
the near approach I make to an Eternal Death j 
for I muſt dye to live, and live to dye ro al 

* Eternity. 

Having heard theſe furptizing Expreſſions, | 
was extremely tranfported with the contrary Pal- 
1 ions of Joy and Fear, and theſe Affections were 
ra is d to ſuch an equal heiglit, that 1 could not per- 
ccive for a while which would get the maſtery ; 
for I was ſo well pleas d with the ſight of ſuch a 
ſudden Reformation in ſo great a Reprobate, and 
at the fame time ſo much Hartled at his deſpairing 
of Salvation, that I was not able to make any Re- 
ply for the preſent ; but upon mature deliberat!- 
on, Ianſwer'd him to this effect: 

My real afſd afſectionate Friend (whoſe Peace 
aid Happineſs I value at ſo high a rate, that! 
could part with all that dear to me in this World, 


{0 
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ſo that I might, by any means be inſtrumental in the 
ſaving of thy precious Soul in the Day of the Lord 


Jeſus). what tranſports of Joy could T expreſs, to 
ſee ſuch a 1 change, which I hope will ſpee- 


dily turn the fierceneſs of God's wrathful Indigna- 
tion againſt thee, into Pity here, and Mercy here- 
atter. "Why are your Spirits caſt down, and why 


do you ſhew the marks of Deſpondency ? Pro- 


ſtrate thy ſelf before the Mercy-ſeat of thy Al- 


mighty Creatour, and rely. on him with a per- 
fect Truſt ; for tho a late Repentance is very doubt- 
ful, yet there's ſufficient ground of hope, if it be 


ſincere. Let me requeſt this of you, ſeriouſly to 


examine the ſtate of your Soul, and to fee how 
Accounts ſtand between God and your Con- 
ſcience : Diſperſe all thoſe black and melancholy | 
Thoughts, that ſtrike a terrour into your Mind, | 
and ſeem to fill you ſo full of Amazement. You. 
arc ſenſible, That Deſpair 1 is a fore-taſte of Hell, 
and one of the Devil's Engines, by the means of x 
which he makes ſure of thoſe that adhere to him, 


and induces them to caſt off all hope of Salvation , 
for I firmly. believe, Francis Spira and many other 
Deſponding Souls might have been glorify d Saints 
in Heaven, if they could have rely'd on God's In- 
hnite Mercy. Therefore let me entreat thee for 


Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of your own im- 1 


mortal Soul, ſtedfaſtly to believe, That there is a 
ſufficient quantity of Bloud in that Fountain of 


Litc,to cleanſe thee from all thy Pollutions. I hope 


ch 12 Horrour that ſeems to overwhelm thy Spirits, 


es not proceed from aPanickFear of Hell, but from) 
1Reflction, that thou haſt offended God, in ie 


rah of his Juſt Laws aud Ordinances. 
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As ſoon as I had made an end of ſpeaking, the 
Gentleman burſt forth into Tears intermix'd with 
Sighs and Groans, and faid, * Why do you diſ- 
cover ſo great a love for my Soul, as to be fo 
* tender of my Salvation, in regard you know the 
| © Vanity of my former Life, and may call to mind 
|- © how many Diſcourſes 1 made with you againſt a 
Future State? Take no pity of nie, who tad no 
| ©*compaſſion of my ſelf; for how happy might! 
| © have been, if I had acted conformably to the 
| © Rules of the Holy Scriptures, and had made Re- 
* ligion my ſure Guide. Twas not that I disbe- 
* liev'd the Being of a God, a Divine Providence, 
| © a Heaven anda Hell, but I would not have it fo, 
| © becauſe the courſe of my Life was ſo repugnant 


co ſuch Principles; for alaſs ! there's nothing 


we ſee or converſe with, but plainly difcovers a 
S © Supreme Being; ſo that when at any time I have 
Diſcours'd with others of my own perſwa- 
* fion, I have perceiv'd ſuch incoherent Abſurdi- 
ties, in their ſeveral Diſputes againſt a Deity, as 
S © have often made me ſuſpect, they have argu'd 
contrary to their own judgment: I have alſo 
& © obſerv'd, That when ſuch Men came to leave 
8 © this World, they have been in a ſtrange Confu- 
© ſion, not knowing what to plead for themſelves; 
and when at any time the Devil incited me to 
© believe, that this effect was only produc d by the 
violence of their Diſtemper, or the ſuggeſtion of 
( ſome Prieſt I could not be reconcil'd to that Be- 
lief, by reaſon that J have found the Senſes of 
| © thoſe Perſons more apprehenſive and quick at 
ſuch a time than at any other: [ have ſeen ma- 
| *ny others in perfect Health, in a terrible Con- 


| © ſternation and Anxiety of Mind, not fo + 
| "IR 


* 
— 
* 

* 
© 


* ing of a God; and then 1 conſider d, if any of 
dem dyed in Deſpair, what ſhould be the occa- i 
ſion of it, but the fearfal apprehenſions of a Fu- 
* ture Judgment. "mM 
Such Thoughts as theſe often took deep im- 
« preſſion in my Mind, but now 1 find the certain- 
ty of what I then doubted. Oh wretched and 
« uncomfortable State of Sin, the ſource of all my 
« Miſeries ; the Object of all that's evil! How hap- | 
* py might | have been, if I had freed my ſelf from 
the ſnares of the Devil; how calm and ſerene || 
would all my Thoughts have been, how ſweet | 
* and pleaſant my repoſe; how delightful might 
have ſpent the flower of my Age, in the uner- | 
© ring Paths of Vertue, where I might have us'd 8 
the innocent Recreations of Life, without the 
* leaſt diſſatisfaction of Mind, or remorſe of Con- 
© {cience! But how did Satan hurry me on, from 
one act of Sin to another, interrupting my Peace, 
* and depriving me of that tranquillity of Mind, 
* which is only capable of bringing Humane Na- 
ture to real Happineſs ! Oh that I had been re- 
* mov'd out of all the Storms and Hurricanes of 
vice, and plac'd amidſt the gentle Breezes of Hu- 
* mility ! Oh that I had eſcap'd thoſe dangerous 
* Gins and Snares that ſo eaſily intrappd me, and 
* had walk'd on without any diſturbance, in the 
direct Road of Integrity! How ſteadily might I 
have ſteer'd my courſe thro this turbulent World, 
*1t Holineſs of Life and Purity of Converſation, 
had fraighted myempty Veſſel, in its ſhort Voy- 
age to Eternity! 
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ing Multitude into Folly ! Oh the moſt comfor- 


| [184 } 
Oh that Thad retir'd to my Cloſet, and there 
** ſpent my precious Time in performing private 
* Devotions, free from the buſtle aud hurry of 
© a thouſand Allurements that draw the unthink- 


© table ſweetneſs of ſuch a delightful Retirement, 
during which 1 might have made the Supreme 
© Deity my familiar Companion, and the Divine 
Expreſſions of Holy Writ my ſole Diſcourſe! In 
© this happy Solitude, I might have learnt the 
© whole Duty of Man, and been thoroughly in- 
© {tructed in all the Principles of Chriſtian Perfecti- 
on; there I might have been made ſenſible, 
© That the Study of attaining to Divine Wiſdom, 
© is the only means to preſerve a Soul in the State 


of Innocency, and to ſecure it from impure Po- 


© lutions; there I might have raisd my dull 
Thoughts tothe higheſt pitch of ſublime Medi- 
tation, and made humble ſuit to the Court of 
Heaven ſeven times a Day, with fervent Prayers 
and Supplications : then I might have freely 
*convers'd with my Soveraign Creator, and cal- 
| © led upon him to be my chiefeſt Aid in the Day 
of Adverſity ; then I might have had a good Plea 
to put in at the Bar of the Great Tribunal, when 
the Supreme Judge of Heaven and Earth, ſhall 
* fit on the Throne of his Glory, ready to paſs 
* Sentence on the juſt and the Unjuſt, and to make 
© Retribution to all Men, according to their 
orks. | 3 $1932. 1205.4 he | 
Then I reply'd, Sir, I plainly perceive, there is 
no longer any need of proving to you the.Being 
of a God, or the certainty of a future State, and that 
vou are now come to be of my Opinion, that 
| - there is no real Atheiſt in the World, tho' there 


ung yy Ponds — / - 


are 


[ 195 ] 
are many practical ones. I cannot expreſs how 
great a ſatisfaction it is to me, that you haveſav'd 
your ſelf. and me the trouble of any further Diſ- 
putes on this Article, which might have taken 
up much of the ſhort time of your Lite that is now 
left, and would prove a main Obſtacle to your 
Salvation, as ear it has happen'd with reſpect to 
many, who have ſpent the greater part of their 
laſt Minutes in ſuch Conferences, that might have 
tended much more to the edifying of themſclyes 
and others, in the time of their Health, than in the 
laſt few Days of their Sickneſs; for I can diſcern 
but ſmall hope of Salvation, when a Man leaves 
the World, diſputing about the Eſſence or Attri- 
butes of Almighty God his Soveraign Creatour, 
Therefore I would advite all Chriſtians, never 
| to mgage themſelves in ſuch dangerous Diſputa- 
R tions, when they come within a few Days Journey 
of the Grave, and itis my earneſt Requelt to all 
Miniſters, as far as it lyes in their power, to de- 
cline the holding of ſuch Controverſies with them, 
in their laſt Extremity ; ſince that is the moſt pro- Wl 
per time to perform all Acts of Faith, by rehearſl- WR 
ing the Articles of their Creed, ſtedfaſtly believe- \ 
ing the Divine Revelation, and yielding an ab- 
ſolute Aﬀent to his Holy Will and Commandments, 
without theleaſt wavering: For if a dying Perſan 
has Faith, what need is there of any further Dif 
putes? if not, there's no Salvation to be expected in 
II regard that it is plainly expreſs'd in holy Scripture, 
> iS That he that believes ſhall be ſaved; and he that 
ing does not, ſhall be damn'd ; Not but that it is very 
neceſſar y that ſuch Points ſhould be handled and 
hat WW 4illcus'd throughly in due ſeaſon by allOrders and 
Degrees of Men,by which means they may be made 
| capable 
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able to confirm themſelves in the true Faith, and 
to maintain it againſt the unreaſonable Cavils of 
Atheiſts and Libertines; but a Perſon in a dying 
Condition, will find it a ſufficiently hard Task, to 
withſtand the fiery Darts and furious Aflaults of 
the Devil in his laſt Agony; fo as to be oblig d to 
cry out with the utmoſt earneſtneſs and ardency 


of Spirit, Lord I believe, help thou my 1 


This I hope Sir will be your main Buſineſs, 
while theſe few Sands are running out of your al- 


moſt empty Glaſs; let me entreat you to lay aſide 


all thoughts of thoſe Diſputes you ever had with 
me or any others againſt the Being or Juſtice of 
God; But ſeriouſly reflect on thoſe weighty Reaſons 
that were ſo powerful as to Confute your former 
Arguments, and aſſure your ſelf, That God, who 
is juſt in the puniſhing of vain Diſputers, will 
extend the Arms of his Infinite Mercy to you, 
if you ſincerely repent of all your enormous Sins 
and Tranſgreſſions, with a due Abhorrence and 
deteſtation; believing that he is able and willing 
to ſave you, one of the greateſt Sinners. I do 
not think it expedient, that during our Conferen- 
ces, we ſhould anſwer each other, word for word 
as it is uſual in other Caſes, except where there 15 
occaſion for the reſolving of any Doubts or Scru- 
ples; in regard that ſucha particular Method of 
Diſcourſing would not now prove very beneficial to 
you, or be ſuitable to your preſent Circumſtances; 
this not being a convenient ſeaſon for long Diſ⸗ 
courſes, but a ſhort ſpace of time to be prudently 
ſpentin making a due preparation for your great 
Change. | F 

Then let me exhort you, (Good Sir) to lay à 
fide all deſpairing Thoughts, that may m 


L671 
poſe the temper of your Mind, and conſider what 
Temptations you are to grapple with in this your 
laſt Encounter with the great Enemy of your 
Soul; fight manfully under Chriſt's Standard; Sum- 
mon up all the ſlrength of Grace; improve your 
Faith and Patience; argue judiciouſly againſt the 
apparent terrours of the Divine Judgments; and 
muſe not too much on hat you might have been, 
but conſider what you may be, it you gain this 
laſt Victory over the world, the Fleſh and the 
Devil: ſurvey every- part of your Soul, and ob- 
ſerve carefully where it is chiefly expos'd to Dan- 
deer; then make all {ate and ſecure, by Prayers and 
Tears, by uſing ſound Arguments and keeping 
= diligent watch. There are indeed, many Temp- 
© cations that may ſeem very difficult to be over- 
1 come, in this your firſt entrance. on a religious 


not but thro the Merits of the ever-bleſſed Jeſus, 
you may at laſt prove victorious, and triumphantly 
enter upon the ſtate of everlaſting Bliſs. 
The Gentleman return'd an Anſwer to this effect, 
Jam in a ſtraight between Hope and Deſpair, 
© Juſtice and Mercy; ſometimes I entertain a 
* pleafing Thought of God's Favour, and at 
* others, dread his Vengeance againſt me the 
'yileſt of Sinners. O curled Day, in which I 
'blaſphemoutly diſputed againſt the Being of God, 
the remembrance of thoſe Atheſtical Arguments 
make deep Wounds in my Soul, and | 
' Conſcience to the quick, upon the fad Reflecti- 


the Dictates of my own natural Reaſon. Oh 
that I could Summon, before the Tribunal of a 
free Conſcience all thoſe pretended Atheiſts that 


Courſe ; nevertheleſs truſt in God, and I doubt 
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range about like ſo many noxious Serpents to 
dart cheir venom into the pureſt Thoughts and 
© make ctheir wholeBuſineſs to render others as pro- 
tanc as themſelves: I could now put them to ſilence 
* by undeniable. Demonſtrations, and convince 
* them by my. own woful Experience; then they 
* might plainly perceive how: much I abhor their 
* vain Notions, which I formerly took upon me to 
maintain, and that I am not craz d or diſtracted, 
as ſome of them may report me to be, when I am 
laid low in the cold Grave, and cannot rife to 
* anſwer for my ſelf: Let chem ſeriouſly peruſe 
* theſe my laſt dying Diſcourſes, comparing them 
v ich the former, and they'll ſoon diſcern which 
are moſtagreable to ſound Reaſon. 

] am now free to declare my Sentiments, with- | 
© out Fear or ſhane, without Bribery or Partiality, | 
without Flattery or Reſerve. I have a Winels 
within my owii Breaſt that cannot lye, or bring 
* in a falſe Verdict; an upright Judge that deter- 
* mines according to true matter t Fact: a vigi- 

laut Conſcience that will not be lull'd a lleep: 
* Time was, when 1 refus'd to hear its Charms, 
© charm'd it never ſo ſweetly, but now I give atten- 
tive heed to its prudent Dictates; and altho it 
makes a dreadful Noiſe like the Roaring of a 
Lion and fills me with Horrour and Amzzement; 
© yet its fury niay be much more tolerably indur d 

© now, than to all Eternity; but J fear I be- 
: * came ſenſible of its Checks too late: How happy- 
might I have been, had I in due time, enter- 

« tain'd the {age Advice of ſo true a Friend! Oh 
fatal Hour 0 me, when I ſtifled. its ſtrongeſt 
* Convictions, and. would hearken to none of its 


© Reproofs ! How often was J warn'd by that 
oh TY Rare faithful 


[ 189 1 
faithful Monitor, to Pray by Day and Contem- 
* plate by Night! Then no anxious Fears about a 
Future State, would have ſeiz d on my drooping 
soul in the time of my greateſt Peril. I am now 
very ſenſible, that ſerious. conſideration is the 
* moſt ſure Promoter of true Wiſdom, Temperance 
the beſt Phyſick, and a good Conſcience the no- 
© bleſt Inheritance; nay had Ia thouſand Worlds 
* at my Diſpoſal, I could freely part with all, for 
'© that. moſt radiant Jewel of ineſtimable Value. 
© cannot but call to Mind a few admirable Ex- 
preſſions upon this ſubject, utter d by an excel- 
ent Perſonage in the time of his Health: The 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience (ſaid he) ig more 
precious to me than ten thouſand Tuns of Gold 
and Silver: for what's all the Treaſures of the World, 
if I am depriv'd of Peace in my own Breaſt ® By the 
Serenity of my Mind, and the Innocency of mHy Life, 1 
enjoy a perfect freedom, from all the Quilt, that ever 
and anon ariſes from the rancour of an ulcerated Con- 

" KB ſcience: I have indur'd (continu'd he) the Pains o 
the latter for ſome time, but now I find inexpreſſible 
, tranſports of Pleaſure, that ariſe from the other; ſo 
bat were there no future State to reward the Vertuous 
| or to puniſh the Vicious, yet I daily meet with ſuch de- 
lectable Streams continually flowing from the ſweet 
3 rings of Religion, that I had much ratber chuſe Hu- 
mility and an exemplaryHolineſs of Converſation, in ile 
meaneſt Garb, than Atheiſm and Profanneſs in ther 
purple Robes of State : For I now retain a perfect tran- 
quillity of Mind, void of all deſpairing Thoughts 
that nid to give it ſo much diſturbance,and am quite 
freed from thoſe laviſh Fears that purſue wicked 
Men in all their private Retircments - ene LL 
| bare 
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have frequent recourſe to Prayer and Divine Medi- 
tation, regulating all my Adlions according to the 
exact} Model of 2 and dlirecting my courſe thro 


the turbulent Sea of this World, by the infallible 
Compaſs of Truth, that will certainly convey me 
Jafe to the deſired Haven, where all ſtorms will ceaſe 


and be ſucceeded hy the refreſhirtg Gales of everlaſting 


Ke. 


Hereupon I took au opportunity to inſinuate to 
my ſick Friend. That there eould not be a more no- 
table Mark af a true Convert, than a real deteſta- 


tion of all the Follies of Youth with a ſincere de- 


fire of reclaiming others as well as himfelf ; which 
Divine Principle I perceiv'd was ſo ingrafted in his 
Nature, ſince the time of his Viſitation, that I doubt- 
ed not but before he laid down this Tabernacle of 
Clay, he would find as ſweet a Fore-taſte of a 
good Conſcience, as that worthy Perſon whom 
he had but now mention'd. Then J proceeded 
in my Diſcourſe to him, in the following 
Terms, Take care to ſteer your Courle inthe ſame 
Channel wherein this able Pilot, whom you have 


. produc'd as an Example is gone before; never 
"doubting ia the leaſt, but you may arrive at the 


ſame Harbour of Peace and Tranquillity; and tho 
your Voyage may be but ſhort yet your Veſſel 
may be as well fraighted for Eternal Reſt, as an) 
other whatſoever. Meditate a while on what 
happened to the Penitent Thief on the Cross, 
who no ſooner believ'd but was ſav'd: go into 
Chriſt's Vineyard, and ſee your dear Redeemer be- 
ſtowing the ſame Reward on poor lazy Wretches, 


S who had been gazing about, in an idle Poſture, 
till the Sun was ready to ſet, and began to labour 


in the cool of the Evening, only for the ſpace of 
| on 
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one fingle hour, as on thoſe that had born the fa- 
tigue of a toilſom Day: Hark, what triumphing 
there is in the New Jeruſalem above, at the Con- 
verſion of one vainOftender,and whatAcclamations 
of Joy the careful ſhepherd makes, upon the find- 
ing of his one loſt ſheep out of the Number of 
an hundred: Do but think of the Woman that 
ſcarch'd every corner of the Houle, in queſt after 
her loſt Peice of Silver, till having at laſt fortu- 
nately lighted upon it, (he run out into the Street, 
and with great Exultation call'd her Friends and 
Neighbours together ſaying, Rejoice with ze, for 
I bave fonnd the Piece which I had loſt. 

Therefore my beloved Friend, let me entreat 
thee to cry out earneſtly, with the Prodigal So 
to the eternal Father of Spirits, Father I have ſen- 
ned againſt Heaven and in thy ſight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy Child: Fly ſpeedily to the 
Rock of his Almighty Protection, for refuge, and 
he'll moſt graciouſly open his outſtreatched Arms, 
to take thee into his ſweet Imbraces; look ſted- 
taltly on the Map of Faith, and thou ſhalt find 
the ſituation of Paradice exactly delineated; re- 
nearſe the Articles of thy Creed, with Chriſtian 
Magnanimity; Receive the Supper of thy dying 
Lord, with meekneſs and Thankſgiving; Survey - W 
the ſhore of Eternal Reſt, with an accurate Circum- _ 
pection, ſo ſhalt thou find means to avoid thoſe . 
dangerous Rocks and quickſands, that the ſtorms 
of a wounded Spirit may drive thee upon: Enter 
ito a ſolemn Covenant with that true Religion, 
hich will ſecure thy ſinking Soul from the dread- 
ul Abyſs of utter Deſtruction; reflect a little on 
he Life of St. Auguſtine that pious Biſhop of Hip- 

o, ſo as to abhor the Follies of his Youth, but 


to 
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Tuben let me beſeech thee by all that's Sacred, to 


doubt not, but the Great God Jehovah will enrict 


a a 
to retain the fincerity of his true converſion 
ſtrive carneſtly to unite thy Soul to God, by Acts 
of Faith, with an abſolute recumbency npon his 
gracious Promiſes, and an entire Reſignation to 
his Divine Will : To conclude, prepare thy ſelf 
for a longer Life, or a ſpeedy Death, and let all 
thy inordinate Deſires and corrupt Inclinations be 
ſuddenly diſpers' d like the Morning- clouds, when 
the bright Rays of a riſing Sun begin to gild the 
tops ot the Weltern Hills. 

It cannot be improper or unſeaſonable, here to 


produce the wholeſome Advice given to this pur- 


poſe by a certain Heathen Philoſopher, who ſaid, 
Make it no longer a matter of Diſpute what are the 
marks and frens of a vertuous Perſon, but immediate- 
ly ſet about it, and endeavour to become ſuch a one. 


be ready to Sacrifice thy Lite and every thing elſe 
that is moſt dear to thee 1a this World, rather 
than offend God for the future, in Thought, 
Wordor.Dced ; never give way tothoſe baſe Tem- 
ptations: that may draw thy ſerious Thoughts 
from depending on the Infinite Goodneſs of thy * 
Omnipotent and All- ſufſicient Creatourzliy thysis 
open before him, and (hew him of thy Trouble; 

7 


pour out thy Complaint to him in the, anguiſh of 
thy Spirit, and meekly plead at the Bar of his Mer 
cy, for the aſſiſtance of his Saving Grace: Then | 


thy precious Soul with the dew of Divine In(pira 
tion, and ingraft in thy Mind that Knowledg 
which paſſes all Underſtanding ;. to the end tha 
all the Acts of thy Death-bed Repentance may beſ 
real and ſincere in every particular, as there may h 
nothing to ſtartle or terrify thee in that laſt W 

, W 0 

1 


| 7 * 
N 
when the clammy Sweats of Death will beſmear 8 
all the parts of thy chill Body, when thy Eyes 
T begin to cloſe, and thy Pulſe beats with the flow- Wl 
eſt motion; when thy Feet are cold, and the 
Knuckles of thy Fingers begin to grow (tiff and WM 
crooked, God grant that all thy Prayers and Tears, 
Sighs and dying Groans may be crown'd with a 
well- grounded Hope of Everlaſting Glory in the 
Heavenly Manſions ; where Angels ſing aloud the 
Praiſes of their Great Creatour, and all the Sons 
of God are fill'd with endleſs Joy: So that when Wl 
you have taken your ultimate Farewell of this frail 
Tabernacte of moultering Clay, all that ſurvive 
may peruſe theſe your laſt Eſſays with raptures of 
Admiration, at the fight of ſo glorious a change 
in the Morals of a profeſs d Atheiſt : Who can tell, 
e but that your real Converſion may promote the 
er Salvation of many Souls in the great Day of Ac- Wl 
. count; and you muſt needs be ſenſible, that they 
chat are inſtrumental in the bringing of manystra 
glers in the by- paths of Sin to the ſtraight Ro 
of Righteouſneſs, {hall ſhine as the Stars for evers Wl 
more, and move in the higheſt Sphere of the En- 
pyrcal Orbs; but if you depart this Life with a 
miſtruſt of the Divine Mercy, your Caſe may be 
tor ever deſperate, and your loſs irrecoverable. 
The Gentleman reply'd, That my Reaſonings 
were accompany'd with ſo ſtrong Convittion, + 
that were he in perfect Health, and ſure to ſurvive 
the Funeral of the Univerſe, he ſhould be perſwad- | 
ed to abdicate all ſenſual Vleaſures, and to entertain 
thoſe Savieg Truths that bring ſo great Delight and 
latisfaction of Mind, as muſt negds excite ſuch au 
ardent Affection for a Holy Life, as not to be wik- 
ling to be deveſted of it for all the Profits of # fins 
tu! Courſe, = > * Now] 


” 
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Now (laid he) I look upon Religion as a 
ute Guide to Heaven, and the Soveraign Diſpen- 
*ſe: of Humane Felicity; whoſe Ways are ſmooth 
* and ſtraight, and all her Paths are Peace and A[- 
* ſarance for ever; her Diſcourſcs are incoinpat a- 
* bly plealant and charming ;+ her Votaries full of 
* generous Zeal and Vertue: The Practitioners in 
* this noble Science of Piety, never fall out by the 
* way, about indifferent Matters, nor go about to 
*cxcuſe their own Neglects, or extenuate their 
Faults; but are the ſame in their private Retire- 
* ments, as in their Publick Station: They Pray 
in ſecret wich the ſame Alacrity and ſedateneſs of 
Mind, as in the Houſe of God; they are always 
intent upon hearing the Word of Truth in ar- 
 *dency of Affection and ſinglencſs of hart, with— 
* out the lealt tincture of Hypocriſy or haughti- 
| * neſs of Spirit; not covcting to be ſeen or taken 
notice of by Men, but to be approv'd of by their 
*Great Creatour, whoſe Diviae Commandments 
hey well know to be moſt uſeſul and advantagious 
in the preſent State of Life, even tho there were 
vo other to be expected: They are ſenfible, That 
Alis Sincericy which recommends them to the Fa- 
*©*vourot God and Man, and ſettles ſuch an Ever- 
5 laſting Peace in their own Breaſt, that neither the 
Malice of Devils nor Damned Spirits ſha]l ever be 
© able to deprive them of it; they believe they 
© were ſent into the World for no other purpoſe, 
* but to Praiſe the Soveraign Lord ef it ſome time 
| *hereon Earth, and to be made capable of injoy- 
ins him for ever in Heaven. | 
I hen by the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, III 
© ſpend the (tort remains of my Life in ſo Relig!- 


© ous an Exerciſe, that I may nat be horns at 
| that 
of 
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« that fatal Hour which I find coming on apace, by 
the ſenhble decdys of Nature; let none of my 
«Friends be afraid of telling me theTruth:For I per- 
ceive it's high time to double my Guard, and to put 
« all in a poſture of Defence; I ſee the King of Ter- 
« rours is making his near approach, and ready to 
< Jance his keen Javelin into my trembling Heart; 


« ] ſee my Friends begin to deſpair, and the Room 


ein which I lye imitates the ſhades of Death; ſo 8 
«that when a few Days more are paſs'd, I ſhall 
« be, as if I never had any Being in this World. 
Now ! believe in the Lord Jeſus, Lord help my 
Unbelief; O Bleſſed God! have no regard to my 
© former Errours, but graciouſly pardon the un- 
« faithfulneſs of my paſs d Life; now I am ready 
© to rehearſe the Articles of my Chriſtian Faith, 
and to prepare for eating that Divine Bread, and 
drinking that Aromatick Wine, in remembrance. 
* of what was done for me. Oh that I had longer 
* to live in this World, that I might do and ſuf- 
fer more for the Son of God, who left his Fa- 
* ther's Kingdom to redeem vile Sinners, cf whom 
am chief! * | 5 
Lord thou know'ſt, that Thomas thine Apo- 
(tle, call'd in queſtion the truth of thy Reſurre- 
'(tion, and would not be perſwaded to believe, 
till he had thruſt his Hand into thy wounded 
Side, and ſaw the prints of the Nails in thy Sa- 
* cred Hands and Feet; nevertheleſs, thou had'ſt. 
compaſſion on his Infirmity, and broughteſt him 
to the full belief of what he before doubted. 
Lord, I ſtedfaſtly believe thy Birth, Life, Cruci- 
' ixion, Death, Burial, Deſcenſion into Hell, Re- 
ſurrection, Aſcenſion into Heaven, and thy fu- 
ture Glorious Coming again at the laſt great and 
e tcterri- 


2 
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terrible Day, when the Archangel's Trump will 

« ſound, the Dead ariſe, and all the primitive Ge- 

© nerations that have layn aſleep in the Duſt of the 

| <* Earth, and deepof the Sea tor many Thouſands 

of Years, will torce open the Iron- gates of their 
| © Priſons, and come forth to ſee the meaning of 
ſo ſtrange a Revolution; when the Poles of the 

© Globe of the Univerſe, will eeaſe to bear their 
| < weight, and the Elements will melt with fervent * 
heat; when all Mankind then living, will be 
* \uddenly tranſlated, and Summon'd to frand 
amidſt the numerous Crowd at the Bar of 
the Supreme Tribunal, there to receive with the 
* reſt of their Brethren, a final Sentence, pronounc'd 
by the Juſt Judge of Heaven and Earth. I believe 
* that the Righteous ſhall for ever Reign in the 
* Celeſtial Kingdom, but the Profane will lurk un- 
der the dark Clouds of everlaſting Deſpair, cal- 
ling tothe Rocks to cover and protect them from 
* the fury of Almighty Vengeance; all theſe ama- 
* zing Truths, I as firmly believe as if they now ap- 

* pear'd before my Eyes. 

O Lord, I beſeech thee, remember not how 
vain I have been, or how vile Jam in my felt, 
but bathe my Soul in that inexhauſtible Fountain 
of Bloud, which flow d from thy gapingWounds 
| © when thou did'ſt vouchſafe to hang on the tor- 
menting Croſs, to Atone tor my Tranſgreſſions: 
Lord, thou haſt waded thro ſtreams of Bloud, 
being ſet forth by thy Eternal Father, t be 4 pro- 
pitiatian, for the fins of thoſe that relie on Thee 
for Salvation; I am come to ſurvey the Field in 
* which thou waſt Betray'd, and to walk in the 
Garden where thou did'ſt ſwear great drops of 
Bloud ; IIl run directly to thy Croſs, ol of 

| 2 bo 
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hold that dreadful and aſtoniſhing Spectacle; di- 
* ligently obſerving what Wounds the perfidious Wl 
* Jews made on thy Sacred Body; I'll view the il 
Crown of Thorns that incircl'd thy Divine Tem- 
* ples, and lanc'd thy refulgent Head, till the Bloud Bj 
* trick]'d down over all the parts of thy moſt pre- 
cious Body; Lord, I'd rather chuſe to dye Eter- W 
© nally, than to deny Thee again, which was a 
4 failing in Peter, One of the moſt eminent of thy 
* Apoſtles : Altho my Sins be of a Crimſon-dye, 
* nevertheleſs thou can ſt make them as white as 
* Snow ; and though they be as red as Scarlet, yet 
thou can'ſt cleanſe them till they appear as pure 
das Wooll. | 

* If Iperith, it (hall be at the Pool of Betheſda, 
* or at the Throne of thy Grace, ſweet Jeſu 
* where, as vile Sinners as my {elf have been re- 
* cciv'd into the Ark of thy ineftable Love; O caſt 
me not away from Thee, but take me into thy 
Favour: Whatever may happen, come Life, come 
Death, 11] ſhew my Zeal for thy Name to fu- 
ture Ages, and free my ſelf from all impure Ima- 
ginations; Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ſhall adorn Wl 
my Soul to the utmoſt period of Life: Tho Le- 
* c10nsOf Infernal Fiends and deſpairng Thoughts 

may encompaſs me on all fides, and lay cloſe 

'tiege to the Fort of my Hope, nevertheleſs Il} 
rally all my broken Forces, and never {uffer my 

elf to be drawn away from thy Protection; fon 
already feel my languid Spirits reviving, and 
know there's Help at hand. Bleſſed Regeemer, 
thou did'ſt not? deſcend from the Boſorifet thy 
Eternal Father into this Vale of Miſery to ſave 
the Righteousꝰ but to call Sinners to Repentance g 
ou did'ſt not appear to fight the Battel for the 
9 Potent, 


S Potent, but to aſſiſt, ſuccour and defend the 
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1981 
*Weak : Lord, here's need of thy Help, this is a 
* Work fit for thy ſtrong Hand, and thy mighty 
* Arm ; Ocomequickly, here are legions of Tem- 


© ptations in Battel-array ; all are ſtriving who 
* (hall gain the Victory over my fainting Soul; 


Lord, I am full of Wounds, and in a forlorn di- 


| *ſtreſſed Condition, fo that if thou do'ſt not ſpee- 


C 
oY 
v ial 

| 


* dily come in with freſh Recruits, Iſhall (ink un- 
der the Oppreſſion of my Enemies, and ſ{;voon 
| © away at the Foot-ſtool of thy Mercy. 


O molt Gractous Saviour, refreſh my droop- 


| © ing Spirits by the admirable Virtue of this Con- 


* ſecrated Bread and Wine, and let my languiſh- 


ing Soul beſo far reviv'd by thy immediate Pre- 


* ſence, as to be enabled to gain the final Battel 
* againſt thoſe three numerous Armies, the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, that are now ſo pow- 
*erfulin their laſt Aſſault : Lord, give me Victo- 
*ry now or never; this is the fatal Stroke that 
* maſt inevitably fall on one fide or the other; 
* on this critical juncture of Time, depends a 
* Crown of Glory, or everlaſting Chains of Dark- 
*neſs; my good or bad Succeſs in this 'dangercus 
Encounter, will be attended with an Eternity of 
Joy or Miſery. O Bleſſed Lord, remember not 
© the Follies of my Youth, nor the Sins of my dil- 


W © ſolute courſe of Lite z neither call to mind my 


*notorious Unbelief, but let the Prayers and Tears 


© © which are now put up for me by thy faichful 
W « %ryants, make a ſuffici-nt Atonement through 
© thy TWinite Merits for all my paſs'd Offences and 
W © Traofsrefiins, fo that Iniquity may not prove 
W * my utter Ruin. 


The 


1 
The penitent Gentleman had no ſooner con- 
cluded his Diſcourſe, but I told him, I perceiv'd 
the frame of his Heart melted with ſuch a real 
Contrition and Godly Sorrow for all his former 
Miſcarriages and Failings, that | had reaſcn to be- 
lieve, he had overcome tl e Wicked One ; but 
foraſmuch as there was little or no hope of his con- 
tinuance here, I ex horted him, to be faithful to 
the laſt Gaſp, ſince by that means and no other, 
he might expect to gain a Crown of Life. And al- 
tho the tryal of his Love to God and Religion, 
was of fo ſhort duration, nevertheleſs 1 judg'd it 
to be real and cordial; fo that 1 firmly believ d, 
had he a longer ſpace of Time allow'd him in this 
World, he'd ſpend it in Obedience to the Divine 
Laws and Commandments: I added, That Al- 
mighty God knew the ſecret intentions of his Heart, 
as well as be himſelf, and if he were unfeignedly 
refi,lv'd for his Service, whether he were ordain'd_ 
for Life or Death, the ſame Infinitely Merciful 
God, would accept of his ſincere, tho late Repen- 
tance, and receive him as kindly into his Glori- 
ous Kingdom, as if his Days had been taken up 
with a long Series of Religious Exerciſes, and no- 
le Actions. —_— 
| allo admoniſh'd him to conſider, how happy an 
Hour that was when God wrought ſo wonderful 
a change in him. O fortunate Miſtake (ſaid I) 
when you loſt the way to the City of Deſtructi- 
on, and fell into the Road that leads directly to 
Yor; O love that Holy Guide, who took f@ much 
pains in ordering thy Fcot-ſteps in thoſe" Bleſſed 
Pa hs, and has now conducted thee to the Bor- 
ders of Everlaſting Bliſs. Do but make one Re- 
flection ur ou the whole Matter, That it is not the 
GERT Power 
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Power of a Frail Man, but of an Omnipotent 
God, that has brought about this great Change; 
| and for your farther Encouragement, I ſhall ex- 
| poſe to your View, the Noble Prize for which 
you are Fighting, Striving and Running, and 
| that is no leſs than an immarceſcible Diadem of 
| Glory, a moſtreſplendent Crown that never fades 
| nor loſes its Luſtre; a moſt delighttul Coun- 
try, where when you are once ſafe arriv'd, there 


are no Alps nor craggy Rocks to be climb'd, ne 


| barren Deſerts to be paſs d over, no Ambuſcades 
| to ſurprize, no Free-booters to Rob, nor Fears to 
| terrify; no Race to be run, no Enemies to be 
encounter'd, nor Sin to be dreaded, no ravenous 
{ Beaſts to devour, no Serpents to bite, nor Scor- 
| pions to ſting; no Rivers to be forded, nor Storms 


| Winds to freeze, nor Sun to ſcorch; no Thirſtto 


Night to be ſpent in ſleep or irkſome Watchings; 
no unruly Appetites to be ſubdu'd, no Fatigues 

| to be undergone, nor Pains to be felt. 
In thoſe bliſsful Manſions, you'll reſt from all 
W your Labours, and all your Troubles will for ever 
W ccaſe; there every Moment will produce various 
| Scenes of Content; and all the Joys will be conti- 
| nually blooming; ſo as to refreſh your Soul with 
ſtreams of new Pleaſures : There you'll walk thro 
thoſe glorious Streets of theNew Jeriſalens, all pav'd 
W with Oriental Pearls of ineſtimable Value, and ſee 


W will afford you freſh Delights: there you may ſolace 


W your (elf under the ſhade of ſtately Trees of Lite, 


marick 


| 
. 


to be weather d; no Thunder to amaze, nor 


to be quench'd, no Hunger to be ſatisfy d, nor 


| thoſe ſpacious Plains, whoſe flowr y Meadows are 
always fragrant and green, and whoſe pleaſingwalks 


W the healing Leaves of which ſend forth ſuch Aro- 
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matick Breezes, that every Branch does as it were 
laugh and Sing, and their Everlaſting Verdure is 
maintain'd, by the conſtant Supplies, their impreg- 
nated Roots receive from thoſe Cryſtal- fouds that 
make glad the City of God, in whoſe delightful 
Paeſence will appear, incomparable Beauties of 
Glority'd Saints, that would Eclipſe the Rays of 
an Eaſtern Sun, tho it may riſe never fo bright 
above our finite Horizon, and ſhine with its great- 
eſt Splendour. 

There you'll be continually imploy'd in con- 
templating with moſt profound Reſpect, the in- 
finite Goodneſs of the great God, in bringing you 
to ſo glorious a Place, where Everlaſting Hallelujahs 
and Praiſes are Sung to the Lamb that was ſlain for 
the. Redemption of Offending Sinners. There 
you'll be tranſported with raptures of Admiration 
of that Providential Care which, preſerv d you in 
this your Jaſt Extremity, and reſcud you from 
the Clutches of thoſe thouſands of evil Spirits, that 
were inceflantly waiting for your Departure: Oh 
with what Ardency will you bleſs the Lord, praiſe 
aim and magnify him for ever, for protecting and 
ſecuring you from the Malice of thoſe Infernal Le- 
gions, that not only darken'd but alſo infected the 
Air in which you breath'd ! There you'll find, 
that all the vertuous Acts of a ſincere Repentance, 
are entirely owing tothe auſpicious Smiles of Hea- 
ven, for which ineſtimable Benefit, youll reve- 
rently adore the ever-blefied Triune Godhead, 
hen Time ſhall center in Eternity. _ 5 

O bleſſed Place indeed, where all the firſt born 
Sons of God, will triumphantly cry out, with 
ond Acclamations of Praiſe, For ever Reign thou 
Eternal, Omnipotent and all-wiſe God, Creatour 


* and 
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madeſt Mankind for the Injoyment of thy ſelf ; 


| 202 |] 
and Soveraign Lord of Heaven and Earth, who 


p, 


for ever Reign, thou well beloved Son of the 


Eternal Father, who waſt neither made, nor 
* created, but begotten and waſt ordain'd to ſave 
all thoſe that are willing to accept of Life, upon 
moſt reaſonable Terms, and to lay hold of thy 
* moſt gracious Offers; for ever Reign thou Blef- 
* ted Spirit, the Eternal Paraclet, neither, made, 
* Created nor Bcgctten, but proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, who by thy molt benign in- 
* fluence doſt dipoſe the Hearts of the Children 
* of Men to true Godlineſs, Cheriſhing the feeds 
© of Devotion that are newly ſown in their Hearts, 
and doſt afford inexpreſſible Comforts io all 
* thoſe that are in Diſtreſs and Trouble. For e- 
« yer live ye Angels of Light, that were before 
© the Creation ot the Worid, and will be when 
that is reduc'd to its Primitive Chaos ; for ever 
live the Winged Quire of Cherubins and Sera- 
t phimes that chant forth the Sweeteſt Songs of 
Praiſe in the preſence of their great Creatour, 
* whom they Worſhip with never-cealing Alacri- 
* ty. For ever live Moſes and Aaron, with all the 
Ancient Prophets who foretold the coming of the 
true Meſſiah ; for ever live ye Apoſtles and Dil- 
* ciples of the Bleſſed Je ſus, who left your Poſſeſ- 
* ffons and hazarded all that was dear to you in 
the Service of ſo gracious a Maſter: For ever live, 
© ye noble Army of Martyrs, thoſe Millions of 
souls, that chearfully laid down your lives to 
© expreſs your Grateful Affection to him, who 
© firlt dy'd a moſt bitter, cruel and ignominious 
© Death on the Croſs for your Redemption; for 
ever live all ye worthy Members of the oo 8 
| * tO 
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tholick Charch, who conſtantly ſerve God with 
* a Holy Worlhip, and are mutually joyn'd toge- 
ther in a noble Fellowſhip. E 
Then all the Heavenly Hoſt will exult, and with 
united Voices ſay, O God rhe Father of Heaven, 
We'll for ever Laud and Magnifie thy moſt Glo- 
© rious Name, for thy wondertull Condeſcenfion, 
in receiving our Souls into thy everlaſting Man- 
ſions of Reſt; O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
* of Saboath, what (hall we render to thee, but 
the juſt Tribute of Praiſe; and Adoration, or 
© what ſhall we aſcribe to thy unſpeakable Gran- 
* dear, but all Power, Might, Majeſty and Do- 
* minion for ever! O God the Son, Redeemer of 
the World, we acknowledge thee to be the only 
son of the Almighty Father, we meekly own and 
"admire thy ſtupendious Love, in taking our Na- 
ture upon thy ſelf; in bearing the Iniquities of ns 
e, in redeeming us from the power of Death 
and the Grave, in numbering us amongſt thoſe: 
chat are ſaved, and in opening the Gates ot thy 
. © favour, to receive us into a glorious Kingdom, 
. J where there is fulneſs of Joy, and Rivers of plea- 
e Ore, attay right Hind for ever more. Here we 
will pay the Vows that we have ſo often made 
Mit ; 8 
C with our Lips, and do thee Everliſting Homage, 
0 for all thy ineſtimable Benefits; Sacred Hymns 
% and Spiritual Songs of Thanksgiving ſhall be our 
conſtant Imploy ment in this thy Houſe, vt made 
' with Hands, but Eternal in the Heavens. O God 
the Holy Ghoſt, thou Eternal Emanation of the 
' Father and the Son, who haſt at all times, ſo 
bountifully given us thy Divine Aſſiſtance, we de- 
[ire cteroally to adore thy Infinite Goodneſs; ſince 
by the means of thy an{piciops Conduct we are 
| N made 
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te utmoſt of my weak Capacityzand all I ſhall now 
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Salvation is come, and we that Sate ſo long in 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, are dazzl'd with 
the reſplendent Light of thy Illuſtrious Preſence, 
O Holy, Rleſſed and Glorious Trinity, three per- 
ſons and one God, all our Work ſhall be to magni- 
* iy and ſet forth the noble Praiſe of ſo myſterious a 
* God-head and for ever to Contemplate the aſto- 
* ni{hing Perfections of the Divine Eſſence. 

And indeed, this will be the Conſtant Imploy- 
ment of all trac Beltevers when they are once ad- 
mitted into the Courts of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, 
where there Il be no Rebellion againſt God, noHere- 
{y to be ipread abroad, no Schiſi tobe raisd, no 
falſe Doctrine to be taught, no erroneous Opinions 
to be broach d, no Atheiſm, nor floating atReligion, 
no ridiculing of Piety, no Conſpiracy or Plot, 
againſt Governours, no Animoſities, nor diſſenſi. 
ons among the People; no envying nor repining 
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at our Superiours, no heats nor tranſports of Paſ- | 


ſion againſt our Inferiours; no Craft by day nor 
Aſſaults by night; no out-cries of Murder, nor dan- 
ger of ſudden Death: no uncharitable Thoughts, 
nor unreaſonable Cenſures; no covetous deſire of 
Wealth, nor vain ambition of Honour; no Blind- 
neſs nor deceit of Heart; no Circumciſion, nor 


Baptiſm to be renew d, no Agony, nor bloudy 


wounds on the Croſs; no remembrance of for- 
mer Miſcarriages, no mention made ot Sin, no 
Miſery nor Pain to be indur'd, no Anguiſh nor 
Tribulation; no Sickneſs nor Death, nor any other 
Evil whatſoever that can be named. | 
Thus, my dear Friend, I have diſcoverd to you, 
what there is, and what there is not in Heaven, to 


deſite 


made wore than Conquerours ; for now the day of 
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fire of you is, That you'd ſpend the remaining Mo- 
ments of your Lite in ſuch a due preparation for 
your great Change, that when Death has clos'd the 
Eyes of your frail Body, your precious immortal 
Soul may take its flight above the Starry Firmament, 
where you'll ſoon ſee, whether matters be really 
ſo as they are here repreſented, and you'll reſolve, _ 
what manner of Defcription I have made of thoſe 
bleiled Manſions, when I ſhall happily meet you 
there, and fee your Face again, with Joy; which 
the great God grant, of his infinite Mercy, for the 
Sake of his beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
Amen. 
[ might perhaps be charg'd with entertaining an 
over-fond Opinion of my own Abilities, it I 
ſhould proceed to give a particular Account, of 
thoſe raptures of Joy, even to an Ecſtaſy, with 
which this dying Gentleman was tranſported, up- 
on my preceeding Diſcourſe of the Divine Glory, 
and the Happy Stare of the Bleſſed in Heaven; ſo 
that I ſhall chooſe rather to conceal ſome of hisEx- 
preſſions than to appear vain-glorious in the leaſt. 


At that time, he began toſpeak to this effect: O ( 


my loving Friends, cry mightily to God, that 
he would cake pity of me, a forlorn miſerable 
Sinner, and not remember my Atheiſm, nor Pro- 
' faneneſs, nor any other of my notorious vile Of- 
fences; but that he would be pleas d to reſcue me 
from the Pit of Deſtruction, and receive me in- 
to his immediate Preſence, in the Celeſtial Man- 
' 10ns, where ] ſhall be freed from this Body of Sin: 
Oh! Pray earneſtly, that I may be delivered 
from blindneſs of Heart, and a laviſh fear of his 
' Juſtice z but that all my Love and Affection for 
him, may be cordially ſincere, not proceeging 
rom 
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* from a dread of his Wrathful Vengeance, but 
* from an unfeigned Zeal for his Divine Laws : 
Pray, that no Temptations or Deluſions of the 
Devil may fruſtrate my Endeavours ; either by 
leading me into a vain hope of Mercy, or dri- 
* ving me into utter D<ſpair. 

© I would alſoentreat you to Pray, That I may 
get the Victory over Death, and the Grave, 
having ſuch ſublime Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing infus'd into my Soul, that by the manner of 
my departure out of this World, you may ſce! 
dye in the true Faith of Chriſt's Holy Catholick 
* Church. Make earneſt Prayers -and Supplicati- 
ons, That I may be as ſincere a Penitent, as ever 


Ln 


* 
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* offended the Almighty, and that this my Con- 


* trition may prove inſtrum-ntal for the convert- 
ing of many Sinners, to the Wiſdom of the Juſt ; 
*aS alſo, That this my late Reformation, may be 
* no Preſident tor others, to deferr their Repen- 
* tance, till they come to lay down their Heads on 
* 4 Dying-Pillow ; in regard, that it is a thouſand 
to one, whether God will accept of a Life mil- 
ſpent m a continual Courſe of Sin: For there are 
but two Examples in Holy Writ, that may be of 
any force to keep back them and me. from falling 
* into the dreadful Abyſs of Deſpair; that is to ſay, 
the p2nitent Thief on the Croſs, and the loiter- 
| * ing Labourers in the Vineyard; and alaſs! they 
© would appear to be very different from our Caſe, 
if we did but make a ſerious Scrutiny into the na- 
ture of the ſeveral concomitant Circumſtances. 

O my Friends (continu'd he) Pray, That al 
*the injury I have done to my Fellow-Crcatures 
in any reſpect whatſoever, may be forgiven by 


God and them; Pray for me as long as you pet. 
| ; ccive 


\ 
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© ceive any Life or Motion, and be often recom- 
« mending my poor departing Soul to the Divine 
protedtion: Let not your Hearts be troubled 
« becauſe I am going to leave the World, and ſhall 
ſee your Face no more; but lament, that I liv'd 
0 long in a wilful diſobedience to the Com- 
' mands of Heaven Męgep not for the loſs of me, 
but mourn that I have M no more for the ſake 
* of Chriſt : Bebold the Strügglings of a dying Siu- 
' ner, with the King of Terrours, and obſerve what 
* \\/:e{tling there is between the Fleſh and Spirit 
now the Devil is Storming the ſtrong Holds of 
my Soul, with fierce and repeated Aſſaults; o 
pray, that he may not be able to enter, nor take 
poſſeſſion of them: Now my Noble Part is a- 
urm d on all ſides, and finds it very difficult to de- 
* fend it ſelf againſt theſe furious Attacks; neither 
do I know War will be the event of ſo hazardous 
an Encounter. Here you may behold the bitter 
fruits of Sin, and ſee a poor unhappy Wretch, 
(chat would admit of no Reproof in the time of 
d tis Health, but thought himſelf too Wiſe for 
- W: inſtru&tion : Alafs ! had 1 follow'd the Advice 
e of my Teachers and other Friends, I had not 
been in this deplorable Condition, nor expos d 
to ſo dubious a Conflict, but might have chear- 
Y, WW fully left all things here below, with profound 
* Peace, tranquillity of Mind, and a comfortable 
aſſurance of the Divine Favour for ever. 
Now I begin to grow faint, my Spirits Sink a- 
| Pace; my Breath is ſhortein'd and interrupted wich 
dizhs and Groans; I am retiring to my laſt Fort 
the Crive, but where my poor Soul will arrive, 
[am not able to divine. Take Compaſſion of me, 
O wy Friends, and ſce whether your Prayers 1 
can. 


him all Night, heard him ſpeak theſe Words foft!y 1 
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can prevail on my behalf, at the Throne of 
Grace; oh! wreſtle with the Almighty God of 
* ſjrael, and try what can be done: II hope for 
Mercy, but I fear it's more than I deſerve: Oh! 
« pity me, tor my Calamities are exceeding dread- 
ful, and the Burden of my Sins is intolerable; 
* who is there on my fide, is there any one that 
ſuffers with me in a tender compaſſion equal to 
my Sorrow? Now my Voice begins to ſound low, 
my Speech falters, and within a while, few will 
© hear what I have to ſay for my ſelf ; but you! 
* ſee anon, what a ſharp Combat there'll be be- 
* tween Life and Death, Soul and Body, Heaven 
* and Hell, Vertue and Vice, Hope and Fear; fo 
that you cannot tell who will win the Day. 
However, it I depart with a Smile, hope for the 
© beſt, but if you ſee me give up the Ghoſt with | 
* aFrown,fear the worſt; I can alſo aſſure you thus: 
* far, that I ſhall ſee the dawn of another Day; 
*then farewell my dear Relations and loving 
Friends. 


This happen'd about three of the Clock in the . 
Afternoon, on a Thurſday, and the Gentleman 5 
lived till four of the Clock the next Morning; it 5 


being the Summ-r-ſeaſon: They that watch'd with 


to himſelf, Oh that I had poſſeſſian of the meaneſt Pac 


in Heaven, and could but creep into one corner of itt 5 
ter wards he cry d out four ſeveral times together, 5 
Dear, Dear, Dear, Dear and near a minute before h g, 
expir d I perceiv d him to look full in my Face, wit rec 

a ſmiling Countenance; ſo that we bave reaſon iq A, 
hope, he is now beyond the reach both of Human : 
III will and Diabolical Malice. Thus I haz wp 


given the beſt account, that I could poſlibl ſo 0 


nnn. BOYER 
ſome part this unfortunate Gentleman's Life, 
when he Was in Health, and have more eſpecial- 
ly ſer down all the particular Circumſtances. wor: 
thy of remark, that happen d during the Forty 
Days of his laſt Sickneſs. If there be any imperfe- 
tions in the ſeveral Diſcourſeshe made to me, the 


Reader is deſif'd, not to lay the blame on the In- 


genious Author, but on my want of natural and 
acquir'd Abilities for the compiling of them after 
a due manner; for certainly could I have com- 
mitted his Expreſſions to Writing, Verbatim in the 
ſame pure and elegant Style, as they diſtill'd from 
his eloquent Mouth, 1 really believe it would have 
been one of the moſt admirable Pieces that arc 
now extant e And indeed, had he improv'd his 
excellent Parts, in the time of his Health and Pro- 


ſperity, to as good purpoſe, as he did in the few = 
Daysof his Sicknefs and Adverſity, he might have iN 
been deſervedly ſtyłd, One of the choicelt Flo - 


ers in the Garden of the Engliſh Nation. 10 
Before the concluſion of my preſent Diſcourke 
on this Subject, which I fear has been already too 


tedious, J cannot fortear adding a few Reſflecti- 


ons, which perhaps may not be altogether im- 


proper for the farther explaining of a matter of fo M 


great importance: An Atheiſt may take much de- 
light for a while in his extravagant Notions, wild 


Conceits and profane Diſcourſes againſt the Being 


of 2 God, and hug himſelf with a ſecret Compla- 


cency upon account of his having ſuddenly. put to 4 


lence a true Believer, who cannot immediately 
recollect himſelf, or ſummons up all thoſe ſound 
Arguments, which a Perſon of good proficiency 


in Chriſt's School, ought to have ready at hand 


upon all occaſions, in order to vindicate his Ortho- 
P dox 


cone ſound Argument, to prove the truth of what 


| . whereas a true Believer is like the natural Grals 
growing on its ſurface, which always looks freſh 
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dox Faith, and to baffle the ſly Inſinuations of the 
Enemies of the Truth : Such an Atheiſt, I ſay, may 
have a great Opinion of his own Perſonal Indow- 
ments, and imagine himſelf to ſoar far above the 
reach of vulgar Capacities ; but when his fine Tale 
is once told, and he comes to Reflect on the foil 
he has ſometimes receiv'd from an Antagoniſt of a 
mean Education; his Ardour ſenſibly abates, and 
his tow'ring Spirits begin to ſink ; eſpecially when 
he confiders, how many learned and judicious Per- 
ſons there are in the World, who can eafily make 
all his ſuperfine airy Notions, appear to be no- 
thing elſe but the Fumes of a crazy diſtemper' 
Brain, that can raiſe a thick miſt, of empty Va- 
pours, but do not afford any ſolid grounds of Rea- 
ſon to juſtify his bold Aſſertions: So that when 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe ariſe in his Mind, he is 
{eiz'd with a fit of Melancholy, and becomes ex- 
tremely ſtupid and dull; as being ſenſible, That 
all his vain Opinions proceed meerly from uncer- 
"tain Surmiſes, which cannot produce ſo much as 


he ſo ſtrenuouſly pleads and contends for. 

Thusthe poor miſerable Wretch ſpends his Days 
in an irkſome diſſatisfaction upon the Inquiry, 
Whether there be a God, or no God, a Heaven, or 
no Heaven, a Hell, or no Hell, a future Judg- 
ment or none at all? So that an Atheiſt may wel 
be compar'd to a Feather in the Field, that's blown 
from oneend to the other by every breez of Air; 


and verdant. I cannot but lament to lee, what a 
ſwarm of confus'd Thoughts theſe unthinking Me! 
are continually expos'd to; for one Day, they r 
| ump 


umph over a weak Opponent in a hot Diſputation, 
by their ſeeming ſmart Re partees, but before the 
dawn of the next, they are Confuted and put to a 
Non; plus by another of a more acute Judgment; one 
Day they hope their Notions are true, and the next, 
they fear they may be quite miſtaken; ſo that theſe 
wretched Miſcreants, inceſſantly diſtract their gid- 
dy Minds with different Scenes of their own Con- 
traditions, and the longer they live, the greater 
Plague they bring upon themſelves; for they can- 
not attain to a full perſwaſion of the truth of what 
they are . deſirous to believe, and what they are 
unwilling to believe, they are apt to dread may 
be too true : But that which torments them moſt 
of all, is, That admitting it were ſo, that there is 
no God, yet they gain no advantage by ſuch a 
Conceſſion, for they are ſtill raiſing many needleſs 
Diſputes, and trifling away that Time, which 
might be ſpent to much better purpoſe, in the 
promoting of their own private Intereſt ; but in 
aſe they ſhould be fo unhappy as to find them- 
ſelves under a miſtake, they are aſſur'd that their | 
ols is irrecoverable, and the Miſchief quite paſs d 
ll hope of Remedy. | 

[ft theſe Reflections are true, what Motives can 
here be to induce any Rational Man to ſet u 
or an Oppoſer of the Deity, ſo as to do little elſe 
nt ſtagger up and down the World, and halt be- 
ween contrary Opinions? Then I hope it is ſuf- 
cently evident from the Premiſes, That the 
looming of an Atheiſt cannot be more appoſitely 
ompar'd than to the ſudden riſe of a Muſh- 
dom, that ſprings up ina Night, and looks fine 

ith a lovely golden colour, but before the Sun has 
n the race of a ſhott Day, it appears like What 
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really is, that is to ſay; the untimely fruit of a 
rank Soil, fit for nothing; but to defile its own 
Root, and to moulter away by the prone corru- 
ptibility of its own Nature. 


i CHAP.” XVII. 
An E.. 4 on the duration of Eternity. 


ANY of the Ancients have reprelented 
| Eternity to us by ſeveral Emblems, but 
all their faint Idca's apparently fall as ſhort of it, as 
Time does of that incommenſurable Quantity; nei- 
ther do I preſume to ſhew any perfect reſemblance 
of it: For were I ſo fortunate as to be indowd } . 
with all the excelleut Qualities that Humane Na-. 
ture is capable of, nevertheleſs I ſhould be altoge- Þ| « 
ther inſuthcient for the performance of ſo great a | « 
0 


Work. I have often thought on Eternity with 
Aſtoniſhment; and the more have reflected upon 

it, ſo much the more I have been amaz d; it may 
indeed be compar d to an inexpreſſibly long dura 
tion of Time, to the bottomleſs Sea, that none can 
fathom, to a perpetual Motion, to a Globe or 
Sphere, a Wheel or a Circle, which are not limi- 

ted by any viſible Bounds, ſo as to know where 
they begin or end; but in regard that all theſe 
Things afford ſo imperfect a Repreſentation of it, 

I ſhall proceed to my main Deſign, which is to 
bring all Judicious Perſons to ſuch a Conſideration 
of this Eternal future State, as may influence the 
y hole Courſe of their Lives and Actions; for I a 
thoroughly perſwaded, That if every Clu 
1 s | | W Oui 
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would ſet a- part but fix Minutes every Day, for 
the comparing of his ſhort Life to Eternity, he d 
not preſume wilfully to offend or tranſgreſs the Di- 
vine Laws. Indeed, I know; not how to account 
for the enormous Wickddneſs of Our Age, when! 
ſee Men running headlong into the Pit of Deſtru- 
ction, and juſt ready to fall down the diſmal Pre- 
cipice of Sin, without the leaſt concern upon their 
Spirits, and all for want uf a due conſideration of 
Eternity, and ef pecially luch ſerious Reflections as 
theſe: P02 291TONC 

© © Lord what ami doing! amtravelling apace 
* to the Eternal Manſions, but to what ſort of 
them? I am going, but I know! not whether it 
be to enter upon an Eternity of Miſery and Des 
* ſpair, or an Eternity of Happineſs and Joy; if to 
the former I am undonc for ever, if to the latter} 
Im ina place of Safety. O vaft, profound, bot: 
0 tomleſs; unfathomable Eternity, what, Dimen- 
« fions can I aſcribe tothte, I mentifely ſwallow;d 
© up in the Contemplation of thee 3” and can find 
no Center! I fear Tam launch ing out into the 
main Ocean of Eternal Pains; ſo that if the Al- 
mighty does not vou hſafe 40 ſtretch. forth the 
right Hand of his Immenſe Power and Mercy io 
ſave me, I ſhall periſh Ever laſtingly. O my dear 
a Lord, rouſe up my Soul ira the deadly Leth ar- 
gy of inſenſibſeneſs of Heart, by the aſſiſtance 3 
thy Holy Spirit; for there are but few Sands left 
to run in the Glaſs of my Life. Come Lord e- 
* ſus, come quickly, ſend oui i hy Light and thy Truth, 
let thyrod and thy ftaff comfort we ʒ ſo as my Spi- A 
rits may be ſupported in this my laſt Extremity - 
and then I will fear no evil. though I walkithraugh i 
198 1 of the ſhadow of Death. O dc I have. 


P 3 | "DRY | 


1 214 ] 

1 uns offended thy Divine Majeſty, and 

un out the greateſt part of this momentanyLife, 

c — a ſerious Thought of Eternity; I iye al. 

together at thy Mercy, ſo that if thou wilt, tbou 

*can'(t cut this Thread of Life in a moment, in the 

* ewinkling of an 228 and make me for ever mi- 
« ſerable. 

Lord, give me Orace I moſt humbly beſcech 
Thee, to leave off all my Impieties, bidding a 
final Adien to careleſs Thoughts and beloved 
:  Luſts; to vain Diſcourſes and unlawful Deſires, 

then I ſhall be unconcern'd at what I ſuffer in this 
« © World, ſo that I may eſcape the immenſe dura- 

tion of Eternal Puniſnments. O Eternity, Eter- 
6 * nity, ſhall I be ſo cruel to my. poor Soul, as to 
*eaſt it into the fiery Furnace of the Divine Ven- 

* Zeance to endleſs Ages, only for the gratifying 

© of my ſenſual Appetite in a Moments ſinful Plea- 
6 ; ſore? What are all Things here in compariſon 

of an Eternal State; what an emptineſs 1 is there 
in all the Delights' I ſo much admire, when! 
- "draw aſide the Curtain never fo little, and peep 
© into the Scene of Eternity! Alaſs, theſe tranſient 

© eaudy Vanities, are like à Tale that is told, or 2 
Dream of a minute's continaance | ' '/' © 7 

What Indiſcretion ought ro be imputed to any 
Man's Conduct, who ſhonld make a voluntary 

Choice to live in this World for the ſpace of 120 
* Yeats, and injoy all the pleaſing Entertainments 
that Tongue could expreſs, Heart conceive, or Hu- 
mine Inclination wiſh for; but at the expiration 
2 of that Term, ſhould: fide off the Stage into a 

Ateadful Abyſs of Darknels, and there continue 
| cp thouſand Vears; whereas he might have 


eigne d in the u 24 Regions of Blifs, and have 
pn 4 va 4 * 4 bath d 
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bath'd ; himſelf in the refreſhing Streams of con- 
ſummate Pleaſure, to the extent of ſome Millions 
of Ages, only upon condition to indure a few Days 
Confinement within the Precincts of Repentance 
and Mortification ! What would all Judicious Per- 
ſons take ſuch a Man to be, but one utterly be- 
reav'd of his Wits, or void of common Senſe ; 
would they not conclude, That no Reafonable 
a Creature could poſſibly be guilty of ſo prodigious 
a piece of Folly, or be poſſeſs d with ſuch unac- 
; countable Madneſs ! Then what may be laid to my 
Fe charge, that enter'd this Vale of Tears about Thir- 


ty or Forty Yearsagoe, and according to the uſual 
1 Period of Humane Lite, muſt depart within the 
0 compals of as many more? During all the time that 
E is paſs'd, I have met with nothing but Diſap- 
18 pointments, and have been floating up and down 
* like a Cork on the Water, or a diſtreſſed Mariner 


in in a Storm ; and as for thoſe few remains of Life 
re | tbat may be left, I can diſcern but a melancholy } 
11 | Proſpect before me, with little hopes of ſeeing | 
ep more proſperous Days: So that if I may give cre- 8 
nt | dit to the Preſages of Reaſon, the Heavens alrea-. B 
1 4 dy begin to look dark and low'ring, as if the Land 
21 where 1 live were to be reduc'd to a heap of Con- 
my fuſion, whilſt my leaky Veſſel is toſs d to and fro 
ary in the vaſt Ocean, where every unruly Wave may 
120 | {port itſelf with rocking me up and down, till my 
ents crazy Bottom falls to decay, and ſinks into the 
Hu- Þottomleſs Gulph of Deſpair. 


6 


tion But ſuppoſe the beſt, That all may be calm and 
to a | ſerene, and that the Soveraign Veſſel of this my 
* beloved native Country, (notwithſtanding the 
inue Nook | tanding the] 
nave loſs of its great State-Pilot and one of the befor 

Kings, that ever ſway'd a Royal Scepter) ſhould 


- 
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happily- come to ride at Anchor, in the deſired. 
Haven of an honourable and laſting Peaceʒwhere no 
Scenes of Pariſian bloudy Maſſacres will offend our 
fight, no French Tyrant any longer uſurp, no Sa- 
niſh, Armado ſurprize, and no falſe Jadas's within 
our own Bordersattempt to betray theNation to the 
fury of its implacable Enemies Admit (I ay) 
it were ſo, that theſe and many other notable 
Advantages could be obtain d, nevertheleſs my 
Days can never be Crown'd with the Favours of 
the Great or the adventitious ſmiles of Princes, ſo 
as to make my Fortune, or any conſiderable ad- 
vances to the Pinnacle of Honour; for I came 
out of the dark Cell of my Mothers Womb, with- 
out making any great figure or buſtle in the World: 
Neither have I been the Occaſion of any proceed- 
ings worthy of Note, in Church or State, ſo 
as to ſingnalize my Name to the Pilots at the 
Helm; and for ought I know, I may lay my felf 
down in the filent Grave, with as little noiſe, as 
when 1 firlt enter'd upon-this Mortal State. ' 
I plainly ſee, J am none of the World's Dar- 
ings, and {hall receive but few of its ſpecious 
Favours ; ſo that when L have fetch'd a few faint 
Wiſhes more after theſe golden Bits, I {hall deſcend 
into the bottomleſs Gulph of a vaſtEternity,where1 
muſt abide in the blackneſs of Darkneſs for e- 
vermore. At that Inſtant, I ſhall ſee the begin- 
ning of that endleſs State, and when I have con- 
tinu d in it as many Ages, as I have.liv'd moments 
on Earth, this will be but a very ſhort ſpace of 
Time, in compariſon of the infinite duration of 
Eternity: Nay when I have dwelt in thoſe gloo- 
my and ſpacious Regions, as many millions of 
Vearg as there are Men naw living on the ſurface o 


© 


* 


* 
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the Farth this will be but a ſinall Pittance, with re-F 
ſpect to the inexhauſtible ſtock of Eternity: When 


I have been 'impriſon'd' in that unfathomable 
Abyſs, as many millions of millions of Ages, 
as there are Stars in the Firmament, one thou- 
ſandth Part of my Eternal State, will not be as yet 
elapſed; and when I have been bound in thoſe 


chains of Darkneſs, as many Hundreds of Thou- 1 


ſands of Millions, of Millions of Millions, of Mil- 


{| lions, of Millions, of Millions, of Millions, of 


ſuch long Ages as Methyſalexr liv'd ; or as there 
are motes of fine Duſt in the whole compaſs of 


the Earth; or grains of Sand, or drops of Water 


in the boundleſs Ocean; or any other Atoms or 
moſt minute Particles whatſoever incircled by the 
circumference of the Univerſal Globe; yet an half 
quarter of the duration of Eternity will not be ex- 
pir d. Or when I have been under the Confine- 
ment of the Prince of Darkneſs, as many Millions 
of Years, as the World could contain Figures ot 
Nine, written as cloſe as could be on fine Paper, 
ſuppos d to be of a proportionable Size; never- 
theleſs Eternity will not as yet ſpend any conſide- 
rable Part of its courſe towards a final Pierod. 
If the caſe be really ſo, how much greater Fol- 
ly would this be in met than in the Perſon, whoſe 


Example was produc d a little before! Certainly \ | 
ſuch a-notorious Act of extreme Fooliſhneſs and 


deſperate Frenzy would even make the Devils 
themſelves aſham'd of it. Therefore I may well 
think it but juſt, that Almighty God ſhould de- 
pri ve me of bis glorious Preſence, to all Eternity, 
if it were only upon account of ſo grand a piece 
of Stupidiry, which cannot poſſibly be excus d by 
any means whatſocver. Now to apply what has 
| been 


9 * To | 


4 


' 


been ſaid, There is no Perſon within the Pale of 
Chriſt's Church, being capable of diſtinguiſhing, 
Good from Evil, who lives and dies in a ſinful} 
Courſe, wichout unteigned Repentance, but makes 
the ſame fatal choice, I have been treating of. 
And indeed, a Man might have ſome pretence, not 
to value the infringement of the Divine Laws, if 
he were ſure to enjoy all the ſurfeiting Pleaſures 
of Sin, that his vain Fancy could ſuggeſt, without 
the lealt interruption, or mixture of Grief, for an 
hundred and Twenty Years, and then only live 
in a mournful Silence, for the ſpace of a thouſand ; 


at the expiration of which Term, he ſhould either 
return to his former Delights, or elſe beannihilated 


or reduc d to nothing. 1 a, 

But no tolerable Excuſe can be made for thoſe, 
that are willing to purchaſe this World, at ſo dear 
à rate, as the loſs of their moſt preciqus and im- 
mortal Souls, to all Eternity; however, ſhew me 
the Man that has ſecur d the Globe of the Earth for 
his own poſſeſſion; and admit it could be done, 
Lam apt to believe, the Burden would be ſo heavy, 
as to oblige him to crave the help of others, or to 
let go his vain Imbraces There never was any 
ſingle Perſon, who in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time ob- 
tain d the Soveraign Command of the greater 
part of the Habitable Earth, ſo far as it was 


known to the Ancients, as that famous Macedo- 
nian Youth Alexander the Great did, within the 


0 
N * 


. 
* 
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compaſs of a few Years; and yet all theſe vaſt 
Poſſeſſions afforded no matter of conſolation 
orrejocing to this victorious Prince, who was ſud- 


denly ſciz'd with a fit of Melancholy, and wept,be- 
cauſe there Were no more Worlds to conquer. 


7 
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Oh the vainambition ofa Carnal Mind, which is 
inceſſantly ſeeking out for undiſcover'd Treaſures, 
and hen they are once attain d to, ſtill continues 
deſtitute of real ſatis faction! So that the generali- 
ty of Mankind in our Age, make no ſcruple to 
ſell their Souls, thoſe Jewels of an ineſtimable 
Price, for a ſmall portion of Worldly Pelf. 

When! reflect on theſe Things, my Admiration 

is rais d to the higheſt pitch, eſpecially when 1 

ſee ſuch vaſt multitudes, in every corner of the 
World obſtinately fighting under the Devil's Ban- 

ner. Oh vain and fooliſh Mortals, what Inchant- 

ments are thoſe that draw you on ſo inſenſibly to 

utter Ruin and Deſtruction! Why are you fo faith- 

ful to the Prince of Darkneſs, and take ſo great 

pains in his Service, ſince he is ſo falle and trea- 
cherous to you; promiſing to grant a Patent for 

7 your injoying of all things here below, if you'll 
C fall down and Worſhip bim; whereas in ſtead of 
r giving you livery and ſeiſin of all theſe Injoy-" i 
2 ments, he brings you to the real poſſeſſion of no. 
7 thing but a World of trouble and vexation of Spi- 
| rit; ſo that by your ingagement in his Intereſts, 
you are depriv'd of the lawful Delights of this 

Life, and loſe your ſhare of the Comforts both of 

the preſent State, and of that which is to come. 

Then let me entreat you by all the Compaſſionate if 

Careſſes of a moſt Merciful God, the indulgent Þ 

Father of Spirits, as you tender the Salvation of 

your immortal Souls; as you value your Peace 

here, and a Crown of Glory hereafter; and as 

you deſire to avoid the being overtaken by an E- 

ternal Night of Grief; turn to the Lord your God 

with ſincerity of Heart, before your Paſſing-· bell 
begins to toll; for then the Offers of Grace wilt 

7 17770 "Yo © A 1 E WEE ceaſe ik 


9 ws 4 [ 220 ] 


Y 7 — — 
D \ of 


ceaſe and there'll be no longer any ſpace for Re- 
pentance. If you are defirous to ſeek the Lord 
while he may be found, and call upon him while 
he is near, make no farther delay, but enter into 
your Cloſet, and Commune. with your ſelf to 
this effect. v 15 

* Ariſe, my benighted Soul, and view the dan- 
* gerous Precipiece, on which thou ſtandeſt, *twas 
ten to one, but ſome of the Inftruments of Death 
had come to ſurprize thee, in this ſpiritual Slum- 
ber, and ſuddenly hurry'd thee away, into the 
*Conhnes of Eternity: Bleſs the Lord O ny Soul, 
and all that is within me praiſe his holy name; for 
it is of his Infinite Mercy, more than thy Deſerts, 
that thou art not conſum'd and utterly deſtroy'd. 
How many on my rightHand and on the left, behind 
and before, are remov'd out of this World, in 
their imaginary ſecurity of a long Life, and yet I 
continue (praiſed be God for it) in the Land of 
the Living! What a remarkable Providence is this, 
rhat cannot be ſufficiently admir'd ; what an a- 
ſtoniſhing mark of the Loving-kindneſs/ of the 


Lord never to be forgotten? Then let me run into 


the Corners of the Kingdom and ſtir up the drowſy 
Inhabitants of Exgland more eſpecially thoſe that 
are my Neighbours and Friends; cry ing out with 
a loud Voice Awake, awake ye flothful Sons of Men, 
aud,jee the, devouring Flames of Eternity, juſt. ready 


ta hyeak in upon you ; make haſte to fly from the Wrath 


to come; take your final leave of theſe momentany 
Pleaſures, and look upon all the frivolous Vanities 
here below with ſcorn and Deriſion. But if none of 
theſe friendly Compellations will rouſe thee, III 
return with this Refalve, That thoall Mankind run 
haſtily in the broad Way that leads to Deſtruction, 

7M nevertheleſs 


„ 


1 
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r | 
nevertheleſs I'll enter upon the ſerious Confidera- W 
tion of Eternity, and Strenuouſly lay hold of that 
Life of everlaſting Reſt, which is prepard for 
thoſe that ſtrive to paſs | through the ſtraight gate, "5 
and uſe their utmoſt laudable Indeavours to tale 
the Kingdom of Heaven by force. _ 
Oh the admirable Eternal Rewards, the exceed- il 
ing weight of Glory, I ſhall attain to in the Palace 
of the the moſt Mighty King of Heaven; where! 
ſhall be honour'd in the higheſt Degree, by all 
the Celeſtial Hoſt, ever Reigning with them in 
the preſence of our great Creatour, and interchan- 
geably chanting forth his noble Praiſe; where 1 
{hall be tranſcendently Renowned, and as happy 
as Soveraign Felicity it ſelf can make me, during 
the Ages of an Infinite Eternity. In thoſe bliſ- 
ful Regions, I ſhall be had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance, and I ſhall be indu'd with a clear Under- 
ſtanding, by the more immediate knowledge of 
the Divine Excellencies, proceeding from the illu- W 
minating influence of the Beatifical Viſion : There 
my Intellectual Parts will be refin'd, my Judg- 
ment ripen'd, my Affections ſublim d, my Memory 
wonderfully improv'd, the freedom of my Will 


] 

; | 

N inlarg d, mySenſes raviſh d with aſtoniſhingObjects; 
6 and in a word, all the Faculties of my Soul rais d 

| to the higheſt degree of Perfection. There my 
8 Eyes (hall behold the glorious Things that are ſpoken || 
4 of the City of God, and my Ears ſhall hear the me- 
y | lodious Songs of Thankſgiving: There ſuch in- 
1 comparable Joys will continually flow into my] 
\f Heart, as are proper for the Compleating of my | 
11 Everlaſting Peace, Tranquillity and Reſt ; neither} 
1 will there ever be the leaſt diminution or abate- 


n, ment of my Happineſs: For when have ? ] 
praiſing 
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praifing my Soveraign Creatour, bleſſed Redeem- 


er and Gracious Sanctifier, as many Ages as there 


are Sands on the Sea-ſhore, my Glorious Eternity 
will be but juſt begun; nay when I have liv'd in 
this bliſsful State; as many Centuries of Years, as 
there are Motes in the Air throughout the whole 
Univerſe; the duration of my Eternal Reſt, will 
be as far from expiring, as it was the firſt mo- 
ment I enter d thoſe Heavenly Manſions, 
Oh happy Eternity, that is always ſpending it 
ſelf in the Contemplation and Adoration of the 
ſupreme Deity, and yet never comes to any End 
or Concluſion; an Eternity that flies with a ſwif- 
ter motion than a Thought or a Dream, and yet 
finds no Center! O the prodigious amazing dura- 
tion of that reſplendent Day, when Chriſt the E- 
ternal Saviour of the World will for ever Reign 
with his adopted Brethren, the Sons of God; a 
Day that is continually running on, but never 
draws near to an Evening-twilight! O that I could 
give the Children of the New Jeruſalem, an exact 
Model of that Eternity of Time, which they are 
to ſpend, in the Preſence of the Holy Jeſus! Oh 
the Eternity of Refreſhment they'll find in the in- 
exhauſtible Fountains of Living Waters, that take 
their riſe from the Throne of the Lamb for ever! 
O the Eternity of turns they'll take in the midſt of 
thoſe fragrant Walks, that are ſurrounded on all 
fides by delightful Rivers, and (haded with the 
noble Trees of Life, which bear Twelve ſorts of 
Fruit, and bloſſom every Month; whoſe Leaves 
are always verdant, yielding a Balſam of admira- 
ble Virtue for the healing of the Nations ! Oh the 
Eternity of Pleaſure they'll enjoy in beholding the 
Illuſtrious Face of the Omnipotent Lord of Hea- 
ven 


* . 


ven ad Earth, and having their Names written on 
the ir ROBY 


Oh that I could duely expreſs the little need that \ h 


theſe Heavenly Citizens will have of the Light of 
that material Sun, which ſhines here on Earth; ſince 
the Great and Glorious God Jehovah, who Reigns 
with them for ever and ever, will be their only re- 


ſplendenLight andLite to Eternal Ages In thatRoy- 


al Metropolis, they'll be continually imploy'd in 
Contemplating the moſt beauteous Excellencies of 
the King of Heaven, for an infinite number of 
Years, and ſee him as it were a Bridegroom richly 
adorn'd for the reception of his beloved Spouſe : 
Oh the Millions of Years of Jubilee, that they'll 
ſpend in the Celeſtial Tabernacle of the Moſt High! 


For they ſhall be his choſen People for ever, and 


it we prudently take care to follow their Foot-ſteps, 

we ſhall one Day be their Aſſociates, when our 
ſhort Lives will be ſwallow'd up in the boundleſs 
Ocean of Eternity. There they'll alſo ſee the tranſ- 
cendent Beauties of that Illuſtrious Bride, the 


Lamb's Wife, not only for a Day, but to the ex- © | 


tent of an Infinite Eternity. Oh the clear Foun- 
tains of Life, that will ever bubble up like ſo ma- 
ny riſing Springs to refreſh the Spirits of the noble 
Army of Saints and Martyrs, who overcame the 


Wicked One, and turn'd not their Backs in the 
Dayof Battel ! 


Oh Bleſſed Eternity, Tam raviſh'd with Admirati- | 


on, whenever I caſt an Eye on the inconceivable 
Aby s of thy Duration, or reflect never ſo little on 
hy Immenſity ! I have inſiſted ſo long on Eterni- 


ty,” that I have even oppreſs'd my moſt ſablime | 


Thoughts with the intenſe Meditation of it; I am 


lo far i immers d in thoſe Streams, which always 
flow | 


| 
= 


N 


F e. 
flow but never ebb, that Tknow not how to with- 
draw my Pen, to treat of another Subject: For 
the more I, write of Eternity, the more is (till left 
behind unexpreſs d, and the farther ſearch I make 


to find it out, the leſs account I can give of it; 


nay the deeper I dive into it, at ſo much the 
more diſtance ] find my ſelf from its unfathom- 
able Bottom : Come lead me out of this aſto- 
niſhing Labyrinth, or elſe I ſhall be quite loſt in 
the Contemplation of an endleſs Eternity : For 
could willingly inlarge on this Theme to the 
longeſt date of Life, and yet I know not what to 
deliver farther in order to give my Reader a true 
Idea of the duration of Eternity, than the Re- 
Hlections I have already made. And indeed, I per- 
ceive my ſelf to come as far ſhort of its real Di- 
menſions, as before I began my weak Eſſay. So 
that all the Reward [ expect for attempting to un- 
fold this great Myſtery, which I am not capable 
to comprehend, is the hopes of the favourable ac- 
ceptance of my ſincere endeavours tor the Benefit 
of the Publick. | r 
Not that my deſign was to make an over- nice 
inquiry into the Secrets of the incffable Eſſence of 
the tri- une God-head: Let no ſuch Thoughts 
poſſeſs my Mind, till I'm tranſlated from Time to 
Eternity, when my inquiſitive Deſires will be ac- 
compliſh'd , and I ſhall have as perfect a Know- 
ledge ot its tranſcendent Nature, as is agreeable to 
the Divine Will of the Ever- living God: Neither 
would 1 have any one that ſhall happen to peruſe 
this ſmall Eſſay upon the duration ot Eternity, pro- 
"Feed any. otherwiſe in the ſearch of it, than ! 
*have done; for I have div'd no farther into this 


unfathomable Ocean, than every good Chriſtian 
a ought 


. 
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ought to do, in regard that by ſuch Meditations 
as theſe, we may effectually wean our Aﬀections 
from all Earthly and Temporal Things, and fick 
them on thoſe that are Heavenly and Eternal: And 
[ earneſtly beſeech the great God Jehovah, who 
was from Everlaſting, is and ever {hall 'be, ' That 
He would vouchſafe of his Infinite Mercy, ſo to 

affect the Souls of all thoſe that read theſe few 
Lines, with a due reſpect and veneration for his 


Divine Excellencies, as He has done mine in the = 


compoling of them. 

For by diſcourſing of the Immenſity of my E- 
ternal Future State and the ſhortneſs of my abode 
in this Earthly Tabernacle, with the emptineſs of 
all Sublunary Injoyments, I hope I have brought 


my Mind to ſuch a Temper, as checrfully to bid 


an Everlaſting Farewell, to all the periſhing de- 


lights of this vain and tranſi tory World, and ſo ad- © 


dreſs my Prayers to the Throne of Grace, that I may 
be admitted to partake of thoſe pure Celeſtial Joys 
that are at God's right Hand for evermore, as if my 
Soul were juſt ready to take its flight into tho vaſt 

Regions of a boundleſs Eternity. I alſo hope, 1 
{hall look upon the gliding Hours of every Day of 
this dying Life, as a quick motion to that immenſe 
State, and by ſuch effectual means diſintangle 
my ſelf more and more from thoſe allurements 
to Sin, that may in the leaſt obſtruct my refined 
Meditatio ns on ſo noble a Subject : So that it may 
never be objected againſt me, with any appea-- 
rance of truth, That I had indeed made a florid 
Diſcourſe, in very pathetick Terms about an E- 
ternity of Pain, and another of Joy, bat my Life 


and Converſation was not at all ſuitable to thoſe 


lublime Notions. May no ſuch dreadful Charge 
3 | 2 as 
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as 05 be brought in at the ane of... 
Chriſt, to condemn my immortal Squl, to a dif- 
mal Exile, in the lower Regions of an Eternal 
Night: May a ſerious Reflection upon what has 
been deliver d on this Article, bring you and 
me, to the full injoyment of the Divine n | 


and the tranſporting delights of the Beatifical vi- 
ſion to all Eternity. 


However, I would not have my meaning miſ- 
interpreted, ſo as to make a ſbew of my being more 

Excellent than my Neighbour in the leaſt reſpect; 
for I readily acknowledge my ſelf, to be one of the 
meaneſt and moſt unworthy Members of the Cre- 
ation, and the Almighty Searcher of Hearts knows 
how deſirous I am to ſtand a- far off, clapping my 
Hand on my Breaſt, ;and crying aloud to him with 
the humble publican, Lord be merciful to me a 
Sinver, or elle | periſh Everlaſtingly, O God take 

* pity of me, the moſt notoriousot Offenders; I am 

very ſenſible, all my Righteouſneſs is but as filthy 
Raggs in thy Sight, and that unteſs I be thorough- 

* ly cleans d by the Bloud of Jctus, that immacu- , 
late Lamb, who was ſlain, to take away the ſins of 
© the World, I (hall be miſcrable to Eternal Ages. 
Therefore, for the avoiding of all ſuſpicion of vain 
Glory, let meentreat thee, courteous Reader, not 
to entertain ſo bad an Opinion of me, as to think, 

I mean the ſetting forth of my own Perſon or pri- 

vate Capacity, when I ſpeak ſo often in the firſt I 
Perſon Singular; on the contrary, would always I! 
have thee take it to thy (elf ; fince this is my par- 
ticular way of Expreſſion, which, as I conceive, IN 
* may. raiſe thy Devout Affections to a higher pitch I bi 
Of Zeal, than if 1 ſhould deliver my Sentiments in Ig. 
8 He Second or Thirl Prejon Either Singular wilt: | 

? ra 
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: To conclude, I will not fail inceflantly tore- 
prior thy precious Soul to the protection of 
Almighty God here, and to his Everlaſting King- 
dom hereafter, where thou ſhalt Reign with him 
in an Eternity of Happineſs and Reſt, in an Eter- 
nity of Peace and Tranquillity, in an Eternity of 
Pleaſure and Joy, m an Eternity of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, in an Eternity of Hallelujahs and 
Spiritual Songs to the Holy and lofty one that inha- 
bits Eternity; and who alone is worthy of all Ho- 
nour, Worſhip and Adoration World without 
end, | Hives. 


CHAP. XIX. 


An Abſtract or ſhort Account of 10 Fiiees and | | 


Deaths of the Holy A poſt ſtles and Evange- 
22 of our Lord _- Saviour Jeſus Chitk 


The Life of St. Peter. 


moſt of the Fathers) in the Eighth Year of Ode, 


vius Auguſtus, Emperour of Rome, and the Twenti- 
eth of odd, Tetrarch of Judaa, near Seventeen, | 


Years before the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour: 

Jeſus Chriſt : He was middle-ſiz'd, ſlender and of; 
2 pale Complexion, with black Eyes and, curl c 
Hair; his Temper was ſomewhat eager and Fs 


but his Demeanour was courteous. and humble? 


He was one of the marry d Apoſtles, and was 9 


Iaity dat Rome with his Head doit, 2 
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IT. Peter tae Apoſtle was born at Bethſaida, a Ml 
Town of the Upper Galilee (according tg 
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10 0 m Life of paul. 


AT. Pant 1 owel Apoſtle of the Biral 
was a Native of Tarſus, à City of Cilicia, his 
Patents being Jews, and belong d to the Tribe of 
Benjamin He Was of a low Stature and went 
ſtooping; his Countenance was grave, and his 
Complexion fair: He was a Tent-maker by Trade, 
and a great Perſecuter of the Chriltians till che time 
Of his Converſion: when he. labour 4 more abun- 
dantly than the reſt of the Apoſtles, and ſuffer'd 
don under the Emperour Nero, in the 68th 
Vear of his Age: The Place of his Execution was 
three Miles from Rome, where his Head being cut 
off at one ſtroke, Milk is ſaid to have run out of his 
Veins inſtead of Bloud. Afterwards a ſtately Church 
was built over his Tomb, at the diſtance of two 
Miles from the ſame City. 


The Life of St. Andrew, 


T. Andrew the Apoſtle, the Brother of Simon 

Peter, was born at Bethſaida in Galilee, and 
8 Father was a Fiſherman ; he came to Petra a 
City- of Achaia, and there obtain'd the glorious 
Crown of Martyrdom: He was faſten'd on a Croſs 
with Cords, and continu'd Exhorting the People 
ſor the ſpace of forty eight Hours; in the midſt of 
his Tortures, he entreated the Standers by, not to 
(&k for the redemption of his Lite, becauſe he was 
exttemely deſirous to be with Chriſt, and then his 
bfu Son rook its flight to the ſweet Embraces 

oF his Dear Lord and Maſter. who was gone be- 


fore, to prepate a Place for him: His Corps was 
IIA taken 
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taken down, and intomb d in a Vault, but after, 
wards lay d in a ſtately Church founded in re- 
membrance of him. The People of Scotland have 
ſo great a Veneration for this Holy Apoſtle, that 
they look upon him as the Patron of their Nati- 
on, and put his Crols in their Standards and Co- 


lours, which Croſs is in form of the Letter X or 
the Latin Character of the Figure of Ten. 


enn er TEN 
I The Lifecof K. James Major. 


QT. James the ApbMie! Sirnam d the Great, or the 
Elder, there being two of that Name, was a 
Native. of Galilee, but of what particular Town, 
or Place, we have no Account: He was a Fiſher- 
man by Trade, and a Relation of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin Mary. He was put to Death by the ſpecial 
Command of Herod £ 2rippa, but as he was going 
to the place of Execution, his Accuſer proftrated 
himſelt at his Feet, and ask d him forgiveneſs; 
whereupon the Apoſtle rais'd him up and ſaluted 
bim ſaying, Peace my Son, Peace be to.thee and a 


pardon of thy Faults * Then the former publickly 


acknowledg'd the Truth of the Chriſtian Religt- 
on ;, in token of which Bclief, he lay d down his 
Life at that inſtant and was. Beheaded with St 
James. As for the Arrogant Prince, who condems 
ned him to Death, the Di vine ſuſtice foot! obe 5 
him ; tor coming at a certain time to the Theater 1 
cloath d with Royal Robes, he made a fine Speech 
to the Auditory, who cry'd out with loud Ac: 
clamations, It is the Voice of God and not Mas; 
which bold Aſſertion was ſoon contradicted by s 
King of Heaven; for in that very Minute, Gods 
Vengeance ſeiz d on him, and ſent a ſwarm of 
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Worms, which ſoon devour d his proud Carcaſs. 4 
But the dead Body of this Apoſtle, was bury'd 
within a few Miles of Jeruſalem, and from thence 

convey d to Spain, where the Remains of it now 

Iye. STAT 0 ge 020g tt OY 


| The Life of St. John. 


T. John the Apoſtle, Evangeliſt, and beloved 
Diſciple of dur Saviour, was the Younger Bro- 
ther of St. James, being a Galilean by Birth, and 
a Fiſher-man by Trade., In proceſs of time, com- 
ing within a Day's Journey of Rome, where he 
Preach'd the Goſpel, the Emperour Domitian (ent 
for him, and commanded, him to be caſt into a 
Cauldron of boiling Oil, in which he continu'd 
many Hours without receiving the leaſt hurt in any 
part of his Body ; wherenpon the Emperour was ſo 
extremely ſurpriz d, that he order'd him to be taken 
out, and convey d to the Iſland of Patmos, where he 
wrote the Book of Revelations, which bears his 
Name. 'Tis reported, That his right Hand is pre- 
ſerv d to this Day in that Place, having long Nails, 
which when cut, grow agiln; how true this Re- 
port may be, I cannot tell, but tis believ'd that 


eing ſet atliberty ſome Yearsafter his Baniſhment, 
he travell'd into A and propagated the Goſpel in 
thoſe Parts. Tis recorded in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
that this Apoſtle at the time of his Death, had at- 
tain'd to the 99th Year of his Age, or to the 120th 
according to St. Chryſoſtom's: Account. Others 
. affirm, he never dy d, but lyes a- ſleep in his Tomb, 
but this Aſſertion is contradicted by the expreſs 
Words of our Saviour, who ſaid fo Peter, A 1 
will that he tarry till I come; what is that to thee ? 
WS: 4% e 1 ; Ochers 
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Ottiers give it ot, "Thit f. Having orde 11 bis 
Gabe to be made, he went 50 din it, 2 
firdthat agreat Stone mig gr bf be laid oyer i, which þ 
being accordingly done hey that were preſent | 
departed, and return'd the next Morning z when 8 
rhey roll'd the'Stone away, and looking into the | 
Sepulchre, could diſcern noting, but the Grave- | 
this: ſo that *twas thought he G up o 
Heaven, in imitation of the Son of God. It is al- 
o afſerted, That the Duſt over his Grave is in | 
continual motion, and that Manna, or ſweet Per- i 
fumes like thoſe that proceed, from odqriferous 
Flowers, are daily caſt out from thence. Pat for- 
aſmuch as theſe matters are dubious, and have no 
regard to our Salvation, we ſhill leave them to the 
| Reader's Judgment to determine as he all think 
i fit ; neither ſhall I make any farther Inquiry, which RK 
) 'of the Ancient Writers. comes neareſt to the true | 
1 Account of this Evangeliſt's Age and Death; 
: tis certain he did not dye a Martyr, ths he m 
$ be juſtly ſaid to have liv'd one for many, Years; as 


appears by the great Troubles and Sufferings be un- 
„ der went for the ſake of his dear Lord and viſter, i 8 
= which makes good the truth of our Saviour" 6 754 
dition, who told him, He ſhould drink af t the 
whereof he drank, and be baptized with the eee Fo 
ptiſns wherewith þ e was baptized. 5 I ' 


The Life of St: Philip. 4 10 225 


T. Philip the Apoſtle, was born at Boa ; 
) near the Sea of Tiberias which was, alſo; th 
Birth- place of Ardrewand Peter- As to e 
cular Profeſſion or Imploy, the Holy Scriptütes mak 
no mention of it ; but tis believ d by many of the 
| Q 4 | Ancient 8 
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Ancients, that he was bred a Scholar, and well 
15 d in the Moſaical Law. He was the firft Di- 
Tciple that follow'd Chriſt, though. = the firſt 
Fil was call'l. He Preach'd the Goſpel among 
ſeveral Nations, and at laſt came to Hierapoljs a 
City of Phrygia, where the Inhabitants were ſo 
uod as to fall down and Worſhip a Dragon, as 
the Supreme Deity ; but this Apoſtle ſoon made 
them ſenſible of their groſs Ignorance, and Con- 
verted them to the Faith of Chriſt. However the 
Enemies of the true Catholick Church, inrag d at 
his Proceedings, caus d him to be apprehended 
and caſt into Priſon, where being .condemn'd by 
thoſe bloody Perſecuters, he was cruelly Whipt 
and then Hang'd up by the Neck againſt a Pillar. 


Others ſay, he was Crucity'd ; nevertheleſs tis 


certain, That during the time of his Suffering, there 
| happen d ſo terrible an Earth- quake, that the 
Ground began to gape in a horrible, manner; in- 
$ ſomuch, that the amaz d Spectators cry'd with a 
boud Voize to God, imploring his Mercy, till this 
: Seat judgment was remov d: Then the great- 
rf, of the People being fed from. the Place of 
ing took him dow u, and ade a decent Burial for 
4 him: He was one of the Marry'd Apoſtles, as is ge- 
nerally agreed on by moſt of the Ancient Fathers; 
but we have no certain account of his Age, nor in 
what Year of our Lord he ſuffer'd Martyrdom. 


We Life of Ot. Bartholomew. 


T. Bartholomew the Apoſtle was a Native. of 
We 34 in Galilee , but of what Tribe. and 
Fa ing is not recorded i in Holy Writ, nor by any 
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of the Ancient Fathers, as far as I could ever find. 

He was brought by St. Philip to our Saviour, 
and being well grounded in the Truth, con- 


ſtantly follow'd him to che laſt Extremity. This 'q 


Apoſtle preach'd for thę moſt part in India, where 
he carry d St. Matihew'sGolpel and left it for the uſe 
of the Inhabitants. For the Confirmation of the 
truth of this matter of Fact, a certain noted Philo- 
ſopher, being come over to the Faith of Chriſt, 

travell'd in the Indies, 4 Vears after St. Bar- 
tholomem s departure, and there found the Manu- 
ſcript ot St. Matthew's Goſpel among the Chriſti- 
ans, who all unanimouſly affirm'd, Twas brought 


chither by the ſame St. Bartholomew, when he firſt 


planted rhe Goſpel in thoſe Parts. Some think 
he went to Lycaonia, and St. Chryſoſtom in particu- 

lar, aſſures us he preach'd there, and converted 
many to the Chriſtian Religion : Fram thence he 
departed to Albanopolis, in the greater Armenia, 
where thelnhabitants where altogether addicted to 


the worſhip of Idols; but after ſome ſhort abode, 
the Governour ot the City ſeiz'don his Perſon,and 
His Sentence was tobe 
ppointed for his Execu - 
tion, he weut to the Croſs with undauuted Cu- 


rage. and ex horted the People, Ib he ſtedfoſt in the 
Faith and Doctrine he had taught them, which was 


condemn'd him to Death : 
Crucify d, and on theDay a 


able to make them wiſe unto ee 


Some lay, 


he was Crucify'd with his Head downwards, and 
flea'd alive on the Croſs; which Cuſtom as Plutarch 


affirmes, was uſually practis'd in that Nation. 


After his deceaſe, his Body was interr'd in ſeve- 
ral Countries, and often taken up, till at laſt, it was 
brought to Rows, where its Remains a are Now $090 | 
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1 Ale The Life bf St. Matthew. 


T. Mutthew the Apoſtle and Evangeliſt other- 

' wiſe nam'd Levi, was born at Nazareth, a 
Town of the Tribe of Zabulon, where Chriſt'was 
bred up; he was a Tax-gatherer under the 
Roman Publicans, an Office in good repute among 
the People of that Nation. Our Blelled Saviour 
took notice of him, and gave him a Call, as he was 
fitting at the receipt of Cuſtom ; whereupou he a- 
bandon'd his Riches and readily follow'd the Son 
of the Living God. This Evangeliſt wrote his 
Gofpel in Judæa (ſome ſay in the Hebrew Lan- 
gage) and left it with thoſe, whom he had con- 
verted : He ſuffer d Martyrdom, at Naddabar, a 
Town of Mibiopia, but by what Death, is not re- 
lated by any of the Fathers of the Church: He 
was a ſtrenuous Defender of the Faith, deſpiſing 


tlie Treaſures of this World, and making Humility 


bis familiar Guide; as it may be apparently per- 

ceiv'd by his Writings, where he gives that Ver- 

tue the Preheminence above the reſt: He was ſo 

intent upon mortifying his Body, that he liv d for 

the Xmoſt part on Leaves and Roots. Tis the opi- 
nion of ſome of the Fathers, that this humble E- 
vangeliſt dy d for Chriſt, in the ſeventieth Lear of 
bis Age. tt 


I The Life of St. Thomas. 


A not recorded in Scripture, where St. 


S Thomas the Apoſtle was born, but that he 


was a Jem, is agreed upon, by ancient and mo- 
dern Divines: Some believe, he was a Fiſher-man, 


and 
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and J am indin'd to embrace the ſame Opinion, 
becauſe moſt of the Apoſtles were of that Calling. 
However, tis evident he was a Man of a brave and 
noble Diſpoſition ; for tas he that perſuaded the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, to accompany their Maſter, 
when he went to raiſe Lazarus from the Dead, 
although it was reported, that W ori lay in wait, 
to ſtone Chriſt as he paſs d by ; ſaying, Let ur go 
that we may die with him: The only Miſcarriage 
the Enemies of this generous Apoſtle can upraid 
him with, is that of his Incredulity, which ne- 
vertheleſs ſome of the Ancient Writers venture 
to applaud him for, in not being over-haſty to 
give Credit, till he had fully underſtood, and 
made a ſtrict inquiry into the truth of matters of 
Fact: However, as ſoon as he ſaw the marks of 
the Wounds in our Saviour's Body, he paſſionate- 
ly cry'd out, My Lord and my God, and ſhew'd 
8 himſelf altogether as much, if not more zealous 
for the promoting of his great Lord and Maſter's 
_ Intereſt, as any of the reſt of the Apoſtles, as it 
: appears by the pains he took, in Preaching the 
» | Goſpel, in ſeveral Parts of the World, according 
r to the teſtimony of many Ancient Authors. 
But his Labours in the Eaſt-Iydier, are more i 
| eſpecially remarkable; for the Account thatthe 
f | Portngneſes gave us upon the Diſcovery of theses 
Countries, and which they receiv'd from the 
Natives, is, That St. Thomas arriv'd firſt at Sorotore Bl 
an Iſland in the Arabian Sea, and departed from 
thence to Cranganor, where having propaga-. 8 
t | ted the Goſpel, he ſet forward to ſeveral other. 
ie | Places, and at laſt founded a Church, upon he 
Converſion of the Prince of the Country and 
many of the Nobility : Whereupon the Heathen 
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Prieſts, were ſo 3 y, incens d that on a cer- 
tain Time, when the Man of God was at Prayers, 
in a ſolitary. Place, by himſelf, they outragiouſly 
' ſet upon him, with Stones, Darts and Spears, and 
nurder'd him after a moſt inhumane Manner. Af- 
terwards, his dead Body was taken up by ſome of 
his Friends, and interr'd with great Pomp, in the 
Church that he had built, which is ſince beauti- 
fy'd and made much more ſtately : We have no 
account of his Age, nor in what year of our 
Lord, he left this troubleſome World, to take 
poſſeſſion of an Heavenly Inheritance. | 


The Life of St. James Minor, 


Dr. James the Apoſtle, ſirnam'd the Leſs, or the 
O younger was the Son of Joſeph, who eſpous d the 


Mother of our Lord, by a former Wite; but we find 


no mention made in Holy Scripture, or elſewhere of 
his Birth- place, or Profeſſion: However, our Sa- 
viour had a particular reſpect for him, as it is e- 
vident, from his appearing to him after his Re- 
ſurrection when he was alone, St, Ierom in- 


| riſen from among them hat eve. 1 
| This Apoſtle was choſen Biſhop: of Jeruſalem, 
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of kin to the Son of God. As for his Perſondl 


that St. Paul was very deſirous of his Converſati- 
on, and St. Peter ſent to acquaint him with what 
had happen'd, when the Angel of the Lord releas d 
him out of Priſon: He alſo made a fine Speech in 
the Synod of Jeruſalem, when the matter rela- 
ting to the Gentile Converts was in diſputes which 
had St. Peter done, the Church of Rome, undoubted- 
ly would have brought it as a main Argument of 
his being the chief ot all the Apoſtles. Moreover 
St. James converted a great number of Perſons: of 
all Orders and Degrees, among the Jews, till at laſt 
many of the Scribes and Phariſces being tranſport- 
ed with Rage and Envy at his Wiſdom and good 
ſucceſs in propagating the Goſpel, came to him 
and ſaid, Since the People were uneaſy,” they thought 
fit be ſhould ſtand over the Porch of the Temple, and 


exhort them to a ſtedfaſt belief of the Chriſtian Faith 
alluring him at the ſame time, that for their Parts 


they believ'd Jeſus to be the Son of God. The 
meek Apoſtle readily conſented to their Propoſal, 


and when he was conveniently plac'd, they with 
a loud voice made a Specch to him, to this effect, 


Tell us o Juſtus, whom we have all the reaſon in the "ff 
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Indowments and Abilities, they were ſo ſingular, 


| 


World to believe, ſeeing the People are ſo generally 4 


led away with the Doctrine of Jeſus, that was cruci- 


hd, what are the Inſtitutions of the Crucify'd Tons # 
Whereupon the Apoſtle made Anſwer, with 


m audible Voice, ſaying, H do ye inquire! about 


Jeſus the Son of Man, ke fits in Heaven am the. 
right: Hand of the Majeſty, on high, and will cut 4. 
gain, in theClouds of Heaven? Which Words'were © 
no ſooner heard by the People that were bel@wy; : 


but with a mighty Shout, they giorlfy d the Weft 
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ſed Jeſus, and proclaim'd him with Hofanna's': In- 
ſomuch that the Scribes and Phariſees, percieving || © 
their Policy to be defeated, and that they had ra- 
ther confirm'd the People, than in the leaſt with- 8 
drawn chem from their Opinion, were ſo extreme- . 
ly inrag d, that they immediately reſolvd upon * 
his Death; crying out, That Juſtus himſelf was ſe- 1 
duc'd and become an Impoſtor: Then they took himup JI 
by main force, and threw him down from the Bat- J 
tlements; notwithſtanding which fall he recover'd cl 
himſelf upon his Knees, and oY for his Perſe- D 
cuters; in the mean while, ſome fell upon him Im 
with Clubbs and Stones, till one among the reſt I © 
diſpatch'd him by beating out his Brains; th6 K. 
many entreated to the contrary, Thus the Holy M. 
Apoſtle St. James was baſely betray d to Deſtructi- er 

| on, by a Company of falſe and perfidious Wretch- by 
es; he gave up the Ghoſt, in the ninety fourth all, 
year of his Age, and the twenty fourth after Chriſt, 5; 

1 


to the great grief of all pious Chriſtians that were 
then living. Gregory Biſhop of Toxrs affirms, He 
was bury d on Mount Olivet, in a Tomb that he 
caus'd to be made in his Life-time, and in which 
he had lay'd St. Sizzeom. 


The Life of St. Simon Zelotes. 


| Mo are of Opinion that St. Simon was one % 


of the Brothers of our Lord, according to the | 
the Fleſh, and a Son of Joſeph, by a former Wife; Part 
and ſome take him for the Bridegroom, at whoſe mies 
Wedding Chriſt turn'd Water into Wine. For- poſt 
aſmuch as there were ſeveral Secs of different Per- for r 
(waſions among the Jeme, they were diſtinguiſh'd 4 


Au- 


by particular Names, and tis ſuppos d by many 
—— 1 
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oh 


{| which ſo exaſperated a great part of the rude Mul- 
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Authors of the firſt Rank, that this. Apoſtle ns, 
time belong d to the Zealots, a Party that were 
more rigid and made a ſtricter Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, than others; from whence he took his Sir- 
name. He preach'd the Goſpel in ſeveral Nations, 
with good Succeſs, and at laſt arriv'd in England, 
where he converted many to the Faith of Chriſt: 


titude, that notwithſtanding the numerous Mira- 
cles he had wrought among them, they put him to 
Death. This Relation is confirm'd by the teſti- 
mony of many Ancient Writers; but more parti- 
cularly in the Menologies, you may read, That St. 
Simon went at laſt to Britain, and inlighten d the 
Minds of great numbers of People, with the Do- 
ctrine of the Goſpel, till at length he was crucify'd 
by the Infidels and bury'd there: ſome will not 
allow this Account to be true, but their Arguments 


are ſo weak and groundleſs, as not to be worth re- 
citing. 


be life of St. Jude. 


Th Jude was one of the four that were call d 
Cariſt's Brethren, Son to Joſephand Brother to 
"Ss the Leſs. It appears by the Records of the 
Latin Church, that he Preach'd the Goſpel in Per- 
fa ; where, after he had induc'd many to imbrace 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, and eſtabliſh'd it in thoſe; 
Parts, he was at laſt put to death, by the Ene 
mies of the Church: He was one of the twelve A. aa * 
poſtles, and a great Labourer in Chriſt's Vineyard "if 
for many Years. That he was a marry'd Man, is 
moſt certain; for two of his Grandſons were! 


Ls 


(brought before Domitian, that cruel Emperour 


"When 
I 


dy 
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of Land, which they. manur d to maintain i heu- 


ſelves. Then he inquird about Chriſt, what his 


Kingdom was, and when to commence ? Whereup- 
on they anſwer d. That it was not of this World, 


but in the higheſt Heavens, and that when he ſaw his 


good time, he would come in the Clouds o 


and the dead, and to render to every Man, according 
to his deſerts: Which Words made ſo deep an 
lmpreſſion on the Emperour's Mind, that he ſet the 
poor Men at liberty, without inflicting any Pu- 
niſhment upon them, or ſo much as making them 
a Reprimand. | 


« The Life of St. Matthias 


OT. Matthi was cholen to be an Apoſtle, in 
= the room of Judas, who betray d Chriſt ; he 
had no ſooner receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt, but he be- 
gan to Preach the Goſpel in Judæa, and in a ſhort 
time departed thence to Macedonia; where (as it 
is reported) the Gentiles to try his Sanctity, gave 
him a Cup of Wine mingled with Poiſon, which 


he drank off, in the Name of Jeſus, without re- 
ceiving any hurt; he alſo cur'd above fifty Per- 


ſons, who had been poiſon'd with the ſame Po- 
tion, and by laying his Hand on them reſtor'd 


their Sight, which was taken away by the ſtrength 
of the Poiſon. 
ed him,withall manner of rudeneſs and inhumant- 
ty, notwithſtanding all the Pains he took to ſave 


However, theſe Barbarians treat- 


their Souls, from Everlaſting Perdition; at laſt 
he ſufferd Martyrdom by the Hands of the ſame 
On | ungrateful 


When they came into his preſence, he ask d them, / 
what Poſſeſſions they had? They teply'd a few Acret 


f Heaven, 
attended with Power and Glory to Judge the quick 


— — oo — — 5 


Jou: Then he paſs'd over into Libya, and wrought 
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ungrateful Wretches 59 Years after Chriſt, He | 
was a Man of a great Spirit, and well Skilfdin'th® Y 
Jewiſh or Moſaical Law : being alſo; (as many of 
the Ancients ſuppoſe)' deſcended of a Noble Fa- 

mily. There was a Goſpel pubfiſWd under his 
Name, as ſeveral Writers affirm, But it was cen- 
ſar'd as ſpurious and ſuppreſs'd by the Church of 


Rome. ak 3 
I be Life of St. Mark. 5 


8755 Mart the Evangeliſt derived his Original 
from the Tribe of Levi, and was brought 
over tothe Faith, by St. Peter, after our Saviour's 
Reſurrection. He planted the Goſpel in Egypt, and 
causd many to imbrace the Chriſtian Religi- 


many Miracles there, telling the People, That un- 
leſs they turn d to God, and repented with Sincerity, 
of © Heart, they mould be eternally miſerable; but 
this fo extremely exaſperated his Enemies, that 
when he was at Divine Service, they came and 
faſten d Ropes about his Feet, and dragg d him a- 
long, in a moſt cruel manner; ſo that his Fleſh 
was torn off, by the ruggedneſs of the Way. Then 
they caſt him into Priſon , but an Angel of 
the Lord appear'd to him in the Night, and com- 
forted him with the hopes of a ſpeedy Releaſ- 
ment from all his Pain and Miſery; which was 

oon brought to paſs: For his Enemies came in 
the Morning, and hald him out of Priſon, drag 
ging him along the Streets, as before, where his 
Wounds bled afreſh; then they threw him into 


Ia Fire, and burnt his Body; the Aſhes of which 


being preſerv'd by thoſe whom he had converted, 
3 e were 
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were laid ro Place, wherg he us'd to,Preach. 
» Afterwards, the Remains of this Holy, Evan- 
geliſt, were convey d to the City of Venice, and 
kere, kept injja, Church, founded in honour of 
= being ang of the moſt noble Structures in the 


- % 


; | in | 
Word; ay ig is, atteſted by many that have tra- 
vell'd in thoſè Parts: He dy d on the 25th Day of 
April in the Reign of the Emperour Tiberius, hav- || 
ing lurviv'd St,. Peter and St. Paul, who both It 
ſutfer d under Nero; although St. Jerom and ſome 160 
other Writers: are of a different Opinion; but I 
am apt to beliqye, they are miſtaken, and that the | 8 
Teſtimony of enæus is more worthy of Cre- || þ 
dit. St. Mark, wrote his Goſpel at Rome; as for I h 
his Perſon, he was of a middle fize, having I 1 
a long Neſe, graceful Eyes, and Eye-brows turn- | tl 
ing back; in his declining Age his Head grew} ta 
bald; his Gate was .portly, his Pace quick, his hi 
Conſtitution firm and ſprightly, fo that he was not in 
daunted at the frowns of his Enemies, as it ap- 
pears by his being faithful to the death, in the ve 
midſt of a barbarous. Nation, . where the Ignorantſi tei 
Molticude deſpis'd his great Parts and admirableſ po 


Indowments. | the 


* 


9 3 Life of St. Luke. JI cor 


SB QT: Luke the Evangeliſt was born at Antioch 

the famous City of Syria, where he was bred : 
Scholar, and way ſo ingenious at his Pencil, tha N % 
he drew the. Picture of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary 


ſo exactly to the Lite, that the Piece was admir | 
by tboſe who were well skill d in that noble Art E 


He was one of our Saviour'sSeventy Diſciples, an 
| -accompany'd St. Paul at Jeruſalem and Rome: 


_— 


13 | 
wrote his Goſpel, and the Acts of the Apoſtles 3 
which (as we may obſerve) are compos d in a fine 
Style, becoming ſo great a Student, as he was. Af. 
ter St. Paul's Death, he paſs d over to France, and 
there converted many to the Ehriſtian Faith. M. 
cephorus aſſures us, he went to Greece, and preach d 
1 Goſpel in thoſe Parts; working many Mira- 
- | cles, till at laſt, a Band of *Ruffians inſtigated by 
| | their Prieſts, ſuddenly tell upon him, and for want 
of a Crols hang d him on an Olive: tree, in the goth 
| | Year of his Age, or, as St. Jerom has it, in the 
e | 84th. But we are inform d by other Writers, That 
he dy dat Rome, which is not at all unlikely ; for 
nad he out-liv'd St. Peter and St. Paul, he would 
gf have recorded their Martyrdom, and given a far- 
1- | ther Account of the Churches. However tis cer- 
wi tain, be dy'd a Martyr, and many affirm, That 
15Y his Body was carry'd to Conſtantinople, and there 
ot intomb'd in a Church Dedicated to his Memory. 
pf It would be too tedious here toproduce the ſe- 
be veral Opinions of all the ancient Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
nth ters, relating to the Lives and Deaths of theſe a- 
ble poſtles and Evangeliſts; ſo that I have only cw 
thoſe few Authors that are generally approv'd, and 
look d upon to give the molt impartial Account, AC. 
cordivg to the Word of Truth. | 


p % 
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thall 5 %, arks on the Lives of thoſe that call themſelves the | 
lan Ambaſſadours and Miniſters of the Son of God, and 
11 yet ſuffer their Converſation to be lat to . 
Holy a Profeſſion. 
Y chief Welten in drawing this mort Abſtratt © 
M of the Lives of the Holy Apoliles and Evan» - 


R 2 gol, 


D 
e 
geliſts, was to repreſent it as a Model or perfect 
Pattern for all that bear the Honourable Name of 
Ambaſſadours of the Ever-blefſed Jeſus, of what- 
ſoever Opinion they may be: For I ſhall not re- 
flect on any particular Se& or Party, except the | 
corrupt Members of the Church of Rome; and as 
[am well aſſur'd to gain the Favour of all worthy |. 
Miniſters, whether they be high or low, noble or | 
of mean Extraction, rich or poor; ſo I have no || © 
regard to the Frowns or Diſpleaſure of thoſe-that | ! 
do not live conformably to the Rules of rheir Ho- : 
ly Profeſſion; my aim being to expoſe ſuch bad ; 
Examples to Shame and Contempt. And had | ” 
that power in the Church of God, as I could wiſh, 7 
I would ſoon refine the Morals of its Teachers, by 
removing thoſe treacherous Judas's that make no ws 
ſcruple to ſell their Saviour for Sil ver- pieces, and b. 
ſupplying their Places with faithful q ſatthias s who h 
would deliver the Word of God in Truth and Sin- 
cerity of Heart; Preaching nothing but Chriſt and 
bim Crucify'd : For then, and never till then, the 
True Catholick Church can expect to flouriſh; and 
ſpread abroad its healing Leaves for the comfort 80 
of the Nations, as it did in the Primitive Ages; 
when thoſe Apoſtles and Evangeliſts bore rule, o 
elſe Apoſtolical Men of the like generous Diſpoſi Ch 
tion guided the Flock of Chriſt with the ſame 
Faith, Patience and Humility as they did. 

O bleſſed and holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; q. 
pure and undefil'd Diſciples and Primitive Fathers 05 
how are we oblig'd to you for all thoſe admirably v 

Patterns you have given us by the holineſs of you 
Lives and the purity of your Doctrine! With Wba 
"Humility and Patience in your reſpective Station 
and in the ſeveral Ages of the Church have yo 

YES YE : N ſupport} 


warnen 

ſupported: it by your inoffenſive Lives, and un- 
blamable Converſations! With what Unity and 
Concord did you reciprocally.loveand cheriſh one 
another! It was your noble Examples, as well as 
Divine Precepts, that Converted the rude and bar- 
barous Multitude to the Faith of Chriſt. What 
would haveavail'd all your Preaching the Goſpel, 
if you had been arrogant aud vain-glorious, and 

only aim'd to gratify the itching Ears of thoſe 


proud Phariſees and others, in whoſe power it was 


ö 
to have ad vanc d you to the higheſt Preferments in ö 
| the Church, among thoſe haughty Prieſts and Le- , 
vites, who refusd to follow Chriſt, becauſe he 
| came not with that Worldly Splendour and Gran- 
deur which ſuited with their vain ambitious Hu- 
mours. If this had been your Deſign, the Arbi- 
4 | ary power af the Prince of the Air, would have 
a been (till predominant, and the World would 
have continu'd in groſs Darkneſs, to this very 
Day: On the contrary, Bleſſed Souls, it was your 
meat and drink to do your Great Maſter's Will, 
and to put his righteous Laws in execution: You 
- | generouſly deſpis'd the ſmiles of Princes, and 
would not accept of Promotion, even tho it were 
to fit on an Imperial Throne; not that you re- 
fus d to be the Biſhops or chief Governours of the 
| Tt: but rather ſtrove to Rule in your Lord's 
J Houſe. _ | ET cet i Foe bet 
But what ſhould be the occaſion of ef 
> { ings,or why did you act after ſuch a ſtrange manner, 
O ye Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Diſciples and Primitive 
Teachers? What induc'd you to aſpire after the 
Biſhopricks of the great Cities of the Nations, ana 
J many other Preferments in the Church Militant 
here on Earth? O what was your Aim, was it to e 
3 R 3 . in 


| N e 
in the Privy. Council of an Eatthly Prince, and 
there to Vote for the Enacting ſuch Laws as might 
raiſe your Fortunes in this World, and give you 
the poſſeſſion of a more plentiful Eſtate; by which 
means you might live in greater Splendour, and in- 
fluence the Tranſactions of the Body Politick, ſit- 
ting at the Helm of the Secular as well as Eceleſia- 
ſtical Government; or that you might have an 
opportunity to beſtow the beſt Benefices oh thoſe 
that could obtain the Suffrage of ſome Perſon of 
Quality, or of ſome particular Boſom-friend of 
yours, notwithſtanding that they were Men of 
mean Parts and vicious Lives, or wete already 
polleſs'd of large Revenues, When at the ſame 
time many poor Diſcipies, whole exemplary Piety 
aud und Doctrine might juſtly have recom- 
mended them to advancement were thruſt out, to 
make room for them that were unworthy, or that 
ſtood not in need of it? Not in the leaſt; for! 
Vill juſtify it that all ſuch baſe and ſordid Ends 
were far from your generous Diſpoſition. | 

What then was'your Intention, ye beloved Mi- 
niſters of Chrift, why did you endeavour to ap- 
pear ſo high and honourable in the Church of 
God, as to zilumethe Titles of Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons, and other diſtinguiſhing Marks of Great- 
neſs, ſince it is the peculiar Badge of your Profeſ- 
ſion to be dead to the Things, of this World? It 
may be fairly anſwer'd in your favour, That it 
was a neceſſary Duty incumbent on you, according 
to the Laws of Gol and Man; for how could the 
Chriſtian Religion have been propagated or eſta- 
bliſh'd, if you had not daind certain Perſons a- 
Mong your ſelves, that were duely qualify'd to 
Boyern and Pretide over the Church * 
— a os 
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with a judicious and prudent Diſci pline, @,hap- 
py Day, when the Holy Apoli ltles 1 wi H 95 


cord, made choice of St. ene e 0 be their 


in the City of Jeruſalem! t WOU 100 be too Ss, 


here to ſhew, how tar he promot the Intereſt of 


his dear Lord, in the ſhore * 1C continu'd. in 


that honourable Station. 38 s well known with 


what ſobriety and humility of Mind be maintain'd' 
his Soveraign Maſter's Caule, when a hot Diſpute, 
aroſe. in the. Synod about the Gentile Converts; as 
alſo with what Care and Diligence he govern 4 the, 
Province committed to his Charge, omitting no 
part of, the Miniſterial Functions; inſcmuch that 
by his Uprightneſs and inde faligable Induſtry, he 
ſo calm d the Paſſions of the ſtubborn Jews. that 
a great number of all Ranks were Converted and 
brought over to the, Chriſtian, Faith, 

It is alſo evident, That this notable Example of 
the Apoſtles in their choice of a Biſhop < of 95 
lem, and the Wiſdom of St. James in acc ing of 
the Office, with his diſcreet Government. in that 
See, became a ſtanding Rule for tlie reſt of the] SPI 
mitive Chriſtians to chaſe Biſhops and other E 
ders in the Church, and to diſtinguiſh theta by 0 
veral Titles, as we doat this Day in the Church 
England; not to inſiſt on the particular ſtruct. 
ons given by St. Paul to Timothy, upon his bein; 
adyanc'd to that Dignity, The truth of this Af- 
ſertion, will more fully appear, if you'll be pleas'd 
ſeriouſly to conlider thoſe few Remarks Heese 


ſubjoyn d in the Lives and Deaths of many of the 


Ancient Fathers, and other Guides of the Church; 

where you may perceive, That in all Ages of it 
they diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, according 0 their ſe- 
veral Stations and Offices; obſerving alſo at the 
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wards God and Man, with many of their excel- 
lent Sayings in the time of their Health and that of 
their Sickneſs. £ dns CNA 
And farther, by what you'll there find, it will 
plainly appear to all unprejudiced Perſons, of 
whatſoever Perſwaſion they may be, That moſt 
of thoſe holy and pious Men, were at all times de- 
ſirous to be preferr'd in the Church accordingly 
as they improyv'd their Minds by degrees, with 
Knowledge, Underſtanding and Vertue, and ſhew'd 
their reſentment, whenever others of Younger 
Years or meaner Parts were promoted in their ſtead: 
For they conſider d, That this was not a right Me- 
thod for the maintaining of an exact Diſcipline 
and a well-temper'd Government in the Church ; 
as being very ſenſible, that ſuch unskilful Pilots, 
would Steer the affairs of it, in a wrong Channel 
and bring in Schiſm and Errour,like a mighty Tor- 
rent: The diſmal effects of ſuch Diſorders, we 
now ſadly experience,by the degeneratedPrinciples 
and worle Practices of the Church of Rome, who 
make Religion a Trade, and a Cloak to cover 
their Pride and Licentiouſneſs; as it is notoriouſ- 


ly evident, by their vain-glorious boaſting of | 


having the ſole right to lit in St. Peter's Chair, and 
their unſufferable Inſolence in taking upon them to 
forgive Sins, which 1s an apparent robbing of the 
great and jealous God of his Honour, and an arro- 

gant intrenching upon his main Prerogative ; nei- 
ther is it tobe admir'd, that they who are ſo au- 
| dacious as to inſult the Almighty, proceed to pre- 
ſcribe Laws as it were to the whole race of Man- 
kind; uſing all poſſible means, to inſlave their 
is Conſcierces, and to bring all the Nations o 


ſame inſtant, their admirable Behaviour both to- 


[ 249-1] | 
the Earth, under their tyrannical Government. 

Beſides, it is not ſufficient to reflect on the Con- 
duct of that Unholy One, who ſo preſumptuouſ- 
ly fits in the Temple of God, and requires his Vo- 
taries to'worſhip him as God, with his Scarlet-Tribe | 
of Cardinals in particular, but the ſame heavy 
Charge may alſo be brought againſt moſt of the 
Romnſh Biſhops and Clergy in general: For they 
are grown ſo intolerably proud and covetous, as 
to incroach all into their own ravenous Clutches, 
without the leaſt reſpect to the Glory of God, or 
the benefit of their Native Country; their chief | 
aim being to Rule at the helm of every Govern- 
ment, promulging ſuch Laws as may redound to 
their Worldly Advantage; not uttering ſo much 
as one Word, about a Bill of Divorce againſt A- 
theiſmand Profaneneſs, or an Act of Supply out of 
their o over- grown Revenues, or large Benefices, 
for the relief of the numerous poor diſtrefledMonks 
and Friers, who are forc'd to beg their Bread, and 
would be ſometimes quite ſtarv'd, were it not for. 
the Charity of well-diſpos'd Catholicks, who ge- 
nerouſly relieve their urgent neceſſities. But in- 
ſtead of ſo laudable a Practice, theſe groſs Abbey- 
lubbers are for inſinuating themſelves into the 
favour of their Prince, and other Perſons of Qua- 


 lity, in whoſe power it is, to advance them to 


ſuch Preferments, as they covet to enjoy in Church 
and State, with many pompous Titles of Honour, 
which make them appear more like proud Luci 
that fell from Heaven, than humble St. Matthew 
the Evangeliſt, who left his hs ge Poſſeſſions for 
the ſake of Chriſt, and liv d for the moſt part on 
Roots and Leaves, altho at 5 ſame time, bis Au- 


thority was great, and his Rule in the Church ve- 
ry « conſiderable. "x0 
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If your Cutioſity ſhouid ever lead you ſo far as 
to travel to Italy, Frunce, Spain, or any other 
Countries, where the Popiſn Religion is predo- 
minant;* you might there find many Lordly Pre- 
lates ſtretehing themſelves on their Velvet-Cou- 
ches, in their ſtately Apartments and attended by 
a numerous Retinuè, who pay more reſpect to theſe 
gaudy Images ſet up by Ambition, than to the 
great King of Heaven: There you might ſee them 
in the clofe of the Evening, ſolacing and ſporting 
themſelves with variety of Divertiſements, in their 
Shady Groves, much like the Grand Sigiior in his 
effeminate Serraglio ʒ where the Court- Favourites 
reſort to their ſpacious Palaces ſituated at ſome 
ſmall diftance from the noiſe: and ſmoke of the 
Metropolitan Cities, and pay their fawning Obei- 
ſance to the crazy Gramdſires, who look as grave as 
Judges, but are as vain in their deceitful Compli 
ments, as a ſubtil Traytor that goes about to cir- 
cumvent his Liege Lord, with many fair preten- 
ces and ſpecious ſhews of Loyalty. 
There you may obſerve the Porter at the Gate, 
keeping a Regiſter of the Sirnames of the whole 
| Tribe of Levi, who bear more marks of Di- 
ſtinction, in the Church, than there are Months 
in the Lear; ſo that whenever any of the firſt Rate 
| appear, they are immediately introduc'd with an 
open Gate, a long Staff and a bare Head, whilſt 
ſome of the Courtly Gentlemen-Uſhers ſtand rea- 
dy to conduct them into his Grace's Preſence-cham- 
ber: Where you may hear a fine Harangue, that 
ſavours more of airgGenteelneſs than cordial Sin- 
cerity, and take noticy how molt of their preci- 
ons time is ſpent in a vain Diſcourſe about Foreign 
and Domeſtick Affairs; pampering their ſlothful 
; QAͤ)nrcaſſes 
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Catcaſſes, with the moſt delicious Fare and the. 
richeſt Cordials; as alſo how ſmoothly the Con- 
ference is tanag d from Noon to Night, in idle un- 
digeſted Diſcourſes, and no mention made in the 
leaſt of Almighty God, the weighty concerns of 
Religion, or the great Charge committed to their 
truſt. 6 — 
in the mean while if you return to the Palace- 
gate, you'll there hear a Poor Prieſt juſt enter d 
into Orders, or a Monk that wants relief, giving 
ſuch a ſoft gentle Rap, that the ſound of it ſcarce I 
reaches the Lodge; or if it does, the ſurly Porter” 
Conſiders, tis none but a ſorry Frier, or ſome de- 
cay d Clergy-man, come to ask a Boon, or crave 
ſome ſmall Favour at his Lordſhip's Hands: How- 
ever at laſt he thinks fit to open the Gate, and to 
admit the Petitioner into the outward Court; 
where he muſt be examin'd, and requir'd to give 
an account of his Name and Buſineſs, before he 
makes a nearer Approach: And if at any time he's 
ſuffered to come into the State-rootn; the great 
Don appears with a ſupercilious'lowring Counte- F 
nance, to demand a Reaſon, Why the Fayour of 
his Prince or of ſome potent Noble-man, that 
placd*him in ſo high a Station, ſhould not be 4 
ſufficient Warrant for him, to look with diſdain 
on ſo mean a Perſon, tho a better Chriſtian than 
t himſelf? Then after a few flat Denials, he haugh- 
tily turns his Back, and leaves the Miniſter alone td 
ruminate upon his own Misfortunes, without any 
regard to the dignity. of God, whoſe Ambaſſa- 
4 dour he is, as well as his Lorgfhip : Thus the poor 
diſpirited Scholar is iruſtrate@cf his hopes, and 
fored to return home to his diſconſolate Family, 
without the leaſt ſupply of his preſſing tceſliries. 
- Theſe 
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Theſe are they that very ſeldom preach the 
Word of a Crucify d Jeſus, except it be on ſome 
extraordinary ſolemn Occaſions; but are always 
ready to ſing Te Deum for a cruel Maſſacre, or 
bloudy Victory over theProteſtants:Then you may 
ſee them gorgeouſly clad in all their ſplendid Robes 
of State, which makes the Ignorant more admire 
their Grandeur than commend their Doctrine: You 
may alſo take particular notice, how negligent 
they are in Viſiting the Churches and Rectors of 
their reſpective Diocelles, ſo as never to make a 
ſtrict inquiry into the Lives and Converſations of 
the inferiour Clergy committed to their Charge; 
but you'll find them very buſy in promoting their 
own Creatures, with ſuch as can make the great- 
eſt Intereſt, be they never ſo lewd, or already 
poſſes d of never ſo many Benefices: Whereas at 
the ſame time, a great number of poor Prieſts, 
Monks, and Friers that have no Eccleſiaſtical Re- 
venues, or if any, ſo ſmall, that they cannot ſup- 
ply themſelves with the neceſſaries of Humane 
Life, are thruſt out, altho perhaps, they are more 
refin'd in their natural and acquired Parts, as alſo 
in their Morals, with reſpect to their inoffen- 
fiveneſs and ſincere Indeavours to reform the man- 
ners of :others, than thoſe that are advanc'd to 
ſuch high Stations. 

Theſe and many other notorious Abuſes of the 
lite nature may be juſtly laid to the charge of the 
Pope , Cardinals, Patriarchs, Arch-biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, Abbots and other Dignitaries of the Church 
of Rome, but to do, all Parties Juſtice, I ſhall not 
go about to detract from the worth of ſome of 
them: For ſetting aſide the falſity of their Do- 
ctrine, there are ſome few of thoſe Pre lates of ad- 
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mirable Indowments, whoſe Lives are altogether } 
unblamable, whoſe pious Zeal is tranſcendently | 
remarkable, and whoſe Devotion is as pure as can 
poſſibly be attain'd to by Mortals, in this imperfect 
State. It would be too tedious for me to give a 
particular account of their reſplendent Vertues, 
how they abhor Immorality and Profaneneſs; 
how they uſe all poſſible means, to diſcountenance 
Luxury; how generoully they beſtow the greater 
part of their large Revenues, for the relief of poor 
diſtreſſed Catholicks; how careful they are, as 
far as it lies in their power, to expel all thoſe vi- 
cious Clergy-men that are guilty of enormous 
Crimes or leſſer irregularities, and that give any | 
Offence, by their Scandalous Examples; and on 
the other hand, how ready they are to prefer ſuch } 
as are unſpotted in their Lives, and conſtant in their 
Religion, tho mean with reſpect to the gifts of 
Fortune: In ſhort, theſe Dignitaries are truely Ma- 
gnificent, generous and bountiful , Pious, ſo- 
ber and diſcreet, Courteous, affable and Civil to 
all Orders and Degrees of Men, and indu'd with 
many other ſingular Qualities, which cannot be 
here enumerated. 1 
come now to conſider the Lives and Actions of 
the remaining part of the Romiſo Clergy, I mean 
ſuch as are below the Title of a Pope, Cardinal] 
or Biſhop; and they ſhall be divided into three 
Bodies, as they naturally diſtinguiſh themſelves; 
the firſt are thoſe that appear in ſome conſiderable 
Station in the Church; the ſecond are thoſe that 
are in a mean Condition, and the third Party 
conſiſts of ſuch as are really ſincere, and act con- 
formably to the Faith they make Profeſſion of. 
l. I begin with thoſe that make ſome Figure 
in 
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in the Church; but it muſt be acknowledg'd, it 
would be too black a Scene, to expoſe to publick 
View, all the irregular Proceedings of theſe Men, 
who call themſelves the Clergy of the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and own a Crucify'd Jeſus; ſo that! 
ſhall produce no more, than what is neceſſary for 
my preſent Defign. They area Body of Men, who, 
for the moſt part, are indu'd with great Learn- 
ing and Knowledge, having ſo quick an apprehen- 
ſion, as to know your meaning, even before you 
can expreſs it in Words: Their conſtant cuſtom 
is, to aſlociate themſelves one with another, not 
to expound the Holy Scriptures, and to declare, 


— 


what God haf done for their Souls, or how many 


they have converted by ſuch a particular Diſ- 
courle Vor how it fares with thoſe that are com- 
mitted to their Charge; neither do they concern 
themſelves at all, how the World goes with their 
poor Brethren, ſo as to raiſe a ſupply for their 
relief: But the main ſubject of their Diſcourſe, is 
to know what's tranſacted in their Prince's Privy 
Councils what Vacancies there are in the Church- 
Preferments, and who are likelieſt tobe promoted; 
as alſo how their Tithes come in, and what profit 
they madethe laſt year; beſides their pecaltarFaculty 
of cenſuring, ridiculing, expoſing the Faults, and 
wounding the Reputation of others of their own 
Profeſſion, that are more worthy than them- 

ſelves. | 
When they repair to their” Study, one that is 
of an ambitious proud and haughty Spirit, ſets a- 
bout the compoſing of an excellent Diſcourſe of 
"Humility, Mecknels, Patience, and Contented- 
neſs in all Conditions of Life; another that is of 
a covetous and ſtingy Humour, writes a ſecond on 
thñe 
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the neceſſary Duty of Chatity and Liberality | 
to the poor Members of Chriſt: Again one that 
is luſtful and Cholerick draws up a fine Haran- 
gue, againſt Adultery, Fornication and Paſſion; 
another that is malicious and revengeful, makes 
a bitter Invective againſt Spleen and Envy, and 
eloquently ſhews how we ought to forgive 
the greateſt Injuries; a third Perſon that is lazy 
and remils in his duty, ſteals an appoſite Decla- } 
mation, out of other Mens Labours, againſt Idle- 
neſs and Sloth; a fourth that is wealthy and proſ- 
perous in the World, declaims in the Pulpit, with 
a Voice like Boanerges the Son of Thunder, a- 
gainſt the immoderate love of Riches and World- | 
ly Preferments : In a word, they that beſot them- 
ſelves with Wine, and other ſtrong Liquors, and 
live upon the fat of the Land, being alſo Conſci- 
ous of their guilt, with reſpect to many more Sins 
than Jam willing to name; are us d to level the 
main force of Argument, in their Sermons, direct- 
ly againſt thoſe Vices, they are moſt addicted 
to;.and when the Lord's Day comes, they can 
ſtand aloft an hour or longer, in the Houſe } 
of God, before a numerous Auditory, and there 
expreſly condemn themſelves out of their own Þ 
| Mouths, without the leaſt concern upon their Spt- | 
I rits, for ſo notorious a Crime, as to preach up 
one, Doctrine, and to live according to the known 
Principles of another, that is quite contrary to 
It. | Pa, ee 
In, As for thoſe Clergy;men of the Church of 
| Nome, who are in a mean Condition, and make 
no great figure in their ſeveral Stations, their de- 
meanour 1s for the molt part, more openly profane} 
and Scandalous; in regard that they are OY 6 
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ſerv'd and circumſpect in their Actions, as they 
ought to be, which apparently gives Occaſion 
to the meaner ſort ot People every where to 
deſpiſe and exclaim againſt them; as it may 
be. obſerv'd in moſt foreign Countries. Theſe 
are they that jobb about, and are ready at 
every Call, to drudge for their haughty Supe- 
riours; being content to Preach or ſay Mals, 
for a meal's meat, or the honour of ſerving ſome 
Yroud Prelates or Prieſts, that make a ſhew of 
more Wealth than Breeding, in taking no more 
notice of them, after their own turns are ſerv'd, 
than if they were their Slaves, or were not wor- 
thy ſo much as to receive for all their pains, the 
poor recompence of ſlight Thanks, a gracious 
Nod, or a favourable Smile. 

But now, to touch upon the particular Miſde- 
meanours of theſe wretched mercenary Prieſts; 
they make no ſcruple to defile themſelves with the 
moſt infamous Strumpets, and to defraud the Com- 
mon People; by taking their Money, or what elſe 
they can incroach into theirPoſleſton, without get- 
ting the leaſt of the Sins of thoſe poor deluded Vo- 
taries, pardon'd, either in this Life, or that which 
is to come: For what good they do by their Pater- 
nofter's andBeads is quite marr'd and ſpoil'dby their 
notorious Abominations;they'll faun to your Face, 
and beſpatter behind your back; they'll tipple, 
carouſe and talk as vilely, in their mutual Con- 
verſation, one with another, as a Heathen that 
never heard of a God; to conclude they'll do 
more for a little Worldly Pelf, than for the ſake 
of Chriſt, or the Hopes of Heaven. This ſhort 
Cenſure may be ſufficient to give an Idea of the 
Crimes uſually committed by the meaner ſort of 
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' Prieſts, Deacons, G. neither can it be thought an | 


agreeable Imployment to rake any longer in ſo foul. |} 


a ſink of Diſorder. 

Therefore I ſhall only make a few Reflections 
on the Conduct of the Romſh Clergy in general, 
that is to ſay, ſuch of their Popes, Cardinals, Bi- 


| ſhops and other Dignitaries, with the reſt of the 
Inferiour Tribes already ſpecify d, whoſe Princi- 


les and Practices have been ſo notoriouſly de- 
bauch d. and then proceed to ſhew the circumſpect 


Deportment of the third Party above- mention d, 


which has no relation in the leaſt to the flagitious 
Acts of thoſe wretched Miſcreants, I am perſua- 
ded, that no judicious Roman Cat holick, much leſs 


a good Proteſtant, can or will deny, but that I 


have been very favourable to them, and have de- 
liverd no more than unqueſtionable matter of 
Fact; neither ſhall I procced any farther in the 
following Reflections, than truth and Reaſon 


will bear me out. However, I doubt not, hut 


ſome will object, why I do not expole the erro- 
neous and execrable Principles of their Religion, 


as well as their Perſonal Vices; ſince the former 


are of more dangerous Conſequence than the lat- 
ter; which 1 deny, and ſhall make it appear, that 
Salvation may be found even within the Pale of 


that corrupt Church, and is effectually promoted | 
by ſuch of thcir Clergy, as I ſhall mention, in the | 


third Article I propos d to treat f. 
And indeed, there is nothing in the World, to 
be more lamented, than to ſee Men in Holy Or- 
ders, acting contrary to the Divine Laws and Pre- 
cepts, ſo that ſhould I relate, what has fallen 
within the compaſs of my own Obſervation, 
wich reſpect to the Lives, and Actions of ſuch looſe 
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Profeſſours, the Subject of the Narrative would 
be too melancholy,” and the Diſcourſe it ſelf too 
prolix, for any mortal Eye to read, or Ear to hear; 
nay it may cavſe Rivers of Tears to flow from the 
Eyes of thoſe Numerous Aſſemblies of Divines 
and other Ambaffadours and Servants of the great 
God Jehovah that inhabit within the three King- 
doms of England Scotland and Ireland: Therefore 
I ſhall forbear inlifting on any Particulars, and 
content my felt only to give a ſhort account 
in general of the egregious Follies of that ſort 
of Men, who look upon Religion, meerly as 
a good Fortune, fprang up by nature, to im- 
pole upon the Credulity of the Ignorant and Fool- 
iſh, by which means they may be nobly enter- 
tain'd, and enjoy the Delights of this World: 
Such is their Pride and vain Glory in imagining 
themſelves more excellent than the reſt of Man- 
kind, by reaſon of their extraordinary Parts and 
Abilities both Natural and Acquired : Of the 
fame nature is their flothful and voluptuous way 
of Living on the {weat of other Mens Labours. 
Theſe are they that devour Widows Honſes un- 
der colour of making long Prayers, and a ſpecious 
ſhew of Religion, which in reality they neither 
believe nor practice: Theſe are they that live in 
*theLand which flows with Milk and Honey, and 
injoy the greateſt pleaſures of Life without the 
leaſt interruption, or any pains taken 1n the pro- 
caring of them; for however it fares with the 
reſt of Mortals, all things anſwer their large Expe- 
ctations: Although it miſt be acknowledg'd, That 
'a moderate portion of theſe ontward Injoyments 
'would be no more than an equitableReward for the 


fatigues that attend the Miniſterial Functions; pro- 
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vided they took care to execute them after a due 
manner, and to live up to the height of Religion, by 
obſerving the ſtrict Rules of the Goſpel z but 
they are ſo far from it, that their Actions are di- 
ametrically oppoſite to the line of Truth and the 
known righteous Laws of Heaven. In ſhort, 
theſe are they whoſe Scandalous Examples, have 
ruin d more Souls to all Eternity, than their Do- 
ctrine has converted; ſo that it would be much bet- 
ter for them and many others, if they had never 
been born, or enter'd into Holy: Orders; for 
what can be more deſtructive of the Spirit and 
Power of Religion, than the vicious Lives of its 
Profeſſours and Teachers? 

But to make the matter more intelligible to the 
meaneſt Capacity, I ſhall deliver my Sentiments' in 
the following Parable; Suppoſe, an Expreſs 
* ſhould arrive from a far Country, bringing cer- 

* tain Advice, That this Land in which we live 
« will become a barren Deſart, inthe {pace of a few 
Fears; and the particulars of this Intelligence, 
were communicated to ſome peculiarPerſons more 
* Wile and Learned than the reſt, with a ſtrict 
Command to read and explain the true intent and 
meaning of it to all Orders and Degrees of Men, 
rom the higheſt to the loweſt; and in conſidera- 
tion of chistheir ſo advantagious a piece of Ser- 
vice, we ſhould ſettle large Revenues on them and 
treat them with all the Reſpect that is que to the 
Character of extraordinary Envoys, or Ambaſ- 
* ſadours, who are advanc'd to ſo high a Station: 
as to be intruſted with the Secrets of a moſt Po- 
* tent Monarch, Whoſe Perſon they repreſent. 
And Suppoſe likewiſe, theſe Men ſhould aſ- 


lure, he there Meſſage is to this effect, That the 
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* moſt High and Mighty Emperour of the Eaſt, 
* whom they ſerv'd,being mov'd by hisPrincelyCle- 
© mency and Compaſhon had taken it into his ſeri- 
© ous confideration that ina little time, the Sun, 
Moon anddtars were to withdraw theirLight from 
part of the Habitable World, fo that if we did 
not ſpeedily get all things ina readineſs to Im- 
bark in the Royal Fleet he had graciouſly ſent on 
purpoſe to receive us, and ſet Sail directly for 
his Kingdom, at a certain prefix d Day, we ſhould 
* be left behind to ſpend the remains of Life 
in adreadful obſcurity of utter Darknefs ; where 
we mult wander about for forty or fifty Years in 
the black Regions of Deſpair, and where non 
© of his Ships could come to relieve us, by reaſon 
© that all the Rivers and the Circumfluent Sea would 
be quite frozen up with prodigious Rocksof Ice, 
© which the exceſſive Cold had congeal d, occaſion- 
© ed by the abſence of thoſe warm enlivening Beams 
* of the Sun, that us'd to diſperſe the Vapours, 
© thaw the Ice, and make the Waters flow, with 
*a ſtrong Current. 43 
Inſomuch that all our former Splendourwill 
© ſuddenly vaniſh away, and our hopes of ſuccour 
will come to nought, unleſs we prudently take 
* hold of the preſent opportunity, which if once let 
Flip, we muſt remain without any other Food 
for our ſubſiſtence, but the Carcaſſes of wild 
\ © Beaſts; and without any other Apartments for our 
Lodging. but dark Caves amidſt a long Chain of 
Mountains cover'd with Snow; where we ſhall 
hear no other Muſick, but the terrible noiſe of 
Wolves, Bears and Tigers, or the roaring of Li- 
© onsattertheir Prey, intermix'd with the hideous 
Out-cries of our poor affrighted Children, who 
"> not underſtanding the meaning of ſo diſmal a 
Scene 
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* Scene of Horrour, and fo ſudden a Change, will 
* admire what thick Cloud of Darkneſs has over- 
* ſhadow'd the Land of their Nativity. 

© Beſides that in this Extremity, we ſhould be- 
* moan our ſelves and ſay, Why did we not get all 
* things in order to be gene, with the reſt of our 
* Neighbours and Friends? Why were we not ſo 
* Wiſe as to leave thoſe Things we ſet our Hearts 
* upon, ſo entirely; when we heard the certain 
* News by an Expreſs, that this horrible Darkneſs 
* would overtake us? O how Unhappy are we, 
that muſt continually wander up and down like 
* ſo many benighted Travellers, without the leaſt 
hopes of ſeing the glorious Light of another riſing 
sun, or the appearance of a new Moon peeping o- 
ver the Eaſtern Hills; nay, not ſo much as a North- - 
* Star to guide our Way in theſe gloomy Regions! 
O fatal Errour that we fell into, in not giving 
© attentive heed to the Salutary Advice of the Lear- 
ned and Wiſe ! Had we been ſo Diſcreet, as thoſe 
* whom we accounted ſtark Fools and mad Men, 
* we ſhould not have been ſurrounded with any of 
* theſe ſad Diſaſters, but might have ſafely ſteer'd 
our Courſe to the Land of Egypt, where the glo- 
* rious Rays of a ſhining Sun, are never depriv'd 
* of its glittering Beams by any Cloud that inter- 
* rupts its reſplendent Luſtre, with its black and 
* rainy Showers : For there the freſh ſtreams 
* of the River Nile overflow its Banks, and the 
* running Flouds of it make glad the dry and thir- } 
* {ty Earth with their impregnatingSprings,in every 
* part of that pleaſant Territory; there the Valleys 
bring forth their new Increaſe, with ſo great a- 
bundance and variety of excellent Fruit, that 


© they always ſeem to rejoyce and ling, to the ex- 
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* treme. Delight of thoſe 1 Inhabitants that 
* dwell within the Bounds of fo Fertile a Country; 
but alaſs! inſtead of enjoying theſe tranſcendent 
* Bleſhngs, we are confin'd to infernal Shades, 
© that are more black and diſmal, than the Mid- 
* night-Darkneſs. 

The above mention'd Ambaſſadours, plainly 
* declar'd this to be the ſubſtance of their Commiſ- 
* fion, and perſiſted in their reſolution to warn 
* us, from time to time that theſe Calamities 
will unavoidably overtake us, if we do not 
* make a timely preparation, for our future Safe- 


*ty; but if we are willing to follow their Advice, 


they are ready, (for our farther incouragement) 
to give us a true deſcription of the nature of the 
Voyage, and of the promiſed Land, with its ſi- 
tuation and raviſhing Delights. As to the firſt 
Particular, they poſitively aſſure us our Paſſage 
© will be ſo ſhort, that we (hall ſoon arrive at the 
deſired Haven; tho the Sea through which we 
* paſs may roar and make a terrible noiſe, whilſt 
the foaming Billows are rais'd by the impetuoſi- 
* ty of the violent Winds, that blow as it were 
* to one Center. 

Por ſuppoſe a Cloud ſhould appear on the 
.+ North-Weſt Shore, to preſage a furious Storm, 
and dip it, ſelf into the main Ocean, to ſuck up ſo 
vaſt a ſtream of Tears, as may make the Heavens 
« weep to ſuch a ſtrain, as to be a lively Repre- 
« ſentation of that overflowing Deluge, which 
© caus'd the Patriarch Noah to retire to his Ark; 
* with a Pair of every kind of Living-Creatures: 
Or admit the Winds ſhould blow after ſuch a boi- 
« ſtkerons manner as to ſurpaſs thoſe ſuddain * 
© that us d to drive the Sands in the Arabian De- 
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« farts with ſo great violence, as to bury in its un- 
« fathomable Abyſs, of minute Particles, ſifty 
« thouſand Souls, with all their Caravans, Mules 
0 and other Equipage, in the {pace of one Day . 
« Nay altho it may thunder and lighten, as at the 
« twelfth hour of a Dark Night, with ſuch amazing 
« Peals and Flaſhes, whilſt the Element ſeems ro 
open on each (ide, with a dreadful Gap, as if 
the World were {et all over in a Flame, or the 
« vaſt Fabrick of the Univerſe were ready to be 


© calcin'd to Aſhes; inſomuch that the terrify'd 


Mariners begin to betake themſelves to Prayer, 


land to lay aſide all hopes of ſaving their Lives, 


vith the utmoſt deſpair of obtaining any re- 
lief: Notwithſtanding all theſe grievous and 


_ «© ſeemingly invincible Obſtacles, there ſhould be no 


« Shipwrack, but in due time, a quiet landing in a ſe- 
cure Harbour; ſince no Veſſels were ever known 
to be loſt in that Voyage, from the beginning 
* of the World to this day, but all came fate at laſt 
to the Port of Reſt. | $24. 4 ex 

As for their parts, they ſolemnly proteſted, 
That if they were to run into much greater Dan- 
ger, than there really is; nevertheleſs they would 
not loſe the opportunity of imbarking, to gain 
© all the Treaſures of the Univerſe ; and whatever 


© others might reſolve upon, they fully determi- 


end to ſet Sail at the appointed Day, and to en- 
dure all the hardſhips that could poſſibly happen | 
in ſo ſhort a Voyage; for though the Winds | 
© were never ſo contrary, yet they could eaſily tack 
about and croſs thoſe Seas in the ſpace of a few 
Weeks. However they forelaw no danger of a | 
* ſtormy Seaſon in the Latitude we were to paſs, 


* and it perchance a Hurricane ſhould ariſe, as there 
S 4 did 
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did in former Times, it would only ſerve as a 
* Tryal of our Courage and Conſtancy, to be cer- 
* tify'd what we could undergo to eſcape the ine- 
| © vitable Deſtruction which will betal thoſe that 
| © ſtay behind; neither is there any occaſion to 
© dread the Rocks and Sands, by which we are to 
© Sail, ſince there will be a skilful Pilot on board 
* every Ship to ſteer our Courſe in the Channel 
of Safety. 5 
Moreover, thoſe noble Envoys farther aſſur'd 
© us, That the Country they and we are bound for, 
is ſituated in the fineſt part of the World, where 
© the Air is ſerene and clear, and the Clime ſo mo- 
© derate, that there'll be no need of ſuch Clothin 
© as we now wear:(ince there is no Froſt to chill our 
©Bloud, nor Northern Winds to pierce our Bodies; 
neither is there any unwholſome Foggs to diſ- 
* compoſe our healthful Conſtitution : There we 
{ſhall injoy all the pleaſing Satisfaction that can be 
expected or imagin'd, and our Minds will be 
* wonderfully tranſported with delightful Re- 
©fletions upon our ſafe Arrival at the deſired 
Kingdom; where we ſhall ſpend the remainder of 
© our Lives in the Emperour's Court, and behold 
all the Splendour of his Palace, without the leaſt 
« diſſatisfaction or repining at its incomparable 
Beauties: For we ſhall not only hear of it with 
our Ears, and behold it with our Eyes, but ſhall 
© 11{o be made Partakers of its tranſcendent Plea- 
< ſures, in all reſpects: There is plenty of new 
Wine to cheer the Heart and elevate the Spirits, 
* with all the rich Cordials that are proper to ſup- 
port and refreſn Nature; ſo that when we are ſa- 
* tiated with the Delights of the Court, we may 
laqnge up and down the wide compaſs of the Wer 
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« dant Park, and there ſee the nimble Deer, with 


the reſt of the four-footed Tribe belonging to the 
Royal Game, ſporting themſelves with variety 
of Divertiſements, according to the Dictates of 


© their natural Inſtinct; or we may take a turn in 


the ſhady Walks of the adjacent Gardens, beſet 

with numerous Rows of all ſorts of ſtately Trees, 
and deck'd on every ſide with the choiceſt orna- 
* ments of delicate Flowers and fragrant Bloſſoms, 
* that never fade or fall to decay; where we may 


© hear the melodious {trains of the winged Quiri- + 


*-ſters, and ſee the Shoals of the watery Fry rolling 
* about in the cryſtal Flouds of the ſpacious Ca- 
© nal; the pleaſant noile of whoſe purling Streams 
* invites the weary'd Traveller, to a charming Re- 


* pole. 
© Within the Verge of that Noble Court, we 


* ſhall careſs our deareſt Relations and Aſſociates, 


with all the loving Imbraces of a former Friend- 
* (hip, and entertain one another, with an uninter- 
* rupted Courſe of innocent Mirth, without any 
* Jarrs or Contentions : But whenever we are deſi- 
rous of a private Retirement, we may enter our 
* Prince's: Library; there to look over the nume- 


rous Volumes and rare Manuſcripts, that ineſti» 4 


* mable Treaſure of the Ancient Fathers, and Di- 
* vine Philoſophers; whole penetrating Judg- 


ment attain'd to the higheſt pitch of ſublime | 
Knowledge, and whoſe pious Works may fur- 


* niſh us with excellent Rules for our Lives, and 
* rich Banquets for our Souls: There we may read 
ſuch converting Lectures, as will make us Wiſe 
and Vertuous, even againſt the bent of oux.ſtub- 
born Wills; for ſuch fine Diſcourſes will egg us 
gon from Page to Page, till-at.laſt we fall into a 
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* ſweet Slumber, and dteam of nothing hut the 
* contents of every Line; which we thall tho- 
* roughly peruſe, till we find means to recollect 
* our wandering Thoughts, and confine em with- 
in the due bounds of a Vertuous Sleep; ſo that 
* when we awake, we ſhall be ſtrangely ſurpriz'd 
in perceiving our Bodies ſo wonderfully re- 
* freſh'd, and our Minds compos d to a far greater 
degree, than if we had ſpent a thouſand Days 
in the injoyment of our former ſenſual Pleaſures, 
* and groſs ſurfeiting Delights. £5; £26 

* Then we ſhall be duely prepar'd to take a ſoli- 
* tary walk, over the Foreſt-lans, to a more re- 
* mote Mountain, which is of a prodigious Height 
and Steepneſs; where we may have a fine Pro- 
_ © ſpect of the circumjacent Plains, and take a view 
ot the farther Rivers, beyond the little Hills, 
and of all the neither Brooks; obſerving how 
* ſweetly they glide through the fruitful Valleys, 
and flow'ry Meadows: there we may ſee the Ri- 
* fing Sun beyond the higheſt Spire, how gradu- 
© ally it runs its wonted race; without the leaſt ſto 
© or delay-; and caſt an Eye on the beaten Roads, 
© to behold the weary Travellers, how heavily 
they jogg on, towards their Journey's end, with 
many a longing Wiſh for that happy Hour, when 
they ſhall arrive ſafe at their deſired Place of A- 
- © bode, to refreſh their tired Limbs and cool their 
* thirſty Tongues, at the fine clear bubbling Springs, 
the ſalutary Waters of which will ſoon revive 
their drooping Spirits. From thence deſcending 
* to the neighbouring Fields and arable Lands, we 
may hear the natural Muſick of a merry Peaſant 
that drives the loaded Carr, and the artificial 
* whiſtling Notes of another that guides 2 gli- 
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ding Plough-ſhare,: diſcerning how ſmoothly it 
© cuts the Earth in an even and direct Line: Then 
ve may turn our Eyes towards the fearny Heaths, 
vide Commons, and delicate Paſtures; there to 
view the amorous Shepherd managing his Crook, 
and ſurrounded on every ſide with a numerous 
Flock of crowding Sheep, intermix d with harm- 
* leſs Lambs ; whole innocent Bleatings and pretty 
© Bays, make a far more melodious Sound, than all 
© the lewd Songs of a painted Jilt, on the Stage of 
a Publick Theffer. 

O ſweet Retirement that we ſhall there enjoy z 
what Tongue can expreſs the Pleaſures that will 
<ariſe from the Contemplation of the admirable 
Works of the Almighty, in all their natural Cauſes 
and Effects! Afterwards, we may return to the 
Court, and pay the juſt Tribute of Thanks to that 
« Potent Prince, who ſufter'd no ruffling Bullies to 
© diſturb our tranſcendent Joys; no fawning falſe 
Brothers, nor flattering Paraſites to delude us with 
the various Arts of Female Subtilty ; no proud 
© Phariſees to raiſe our Ambition; and no inſulting 
© Enemies to ſtorm the Fort of our Innocency : For 
© within the utmoſt extent of his Dominions, there 
are no profane Atheiſtical Thoughts ariſing from 
© a vain Principle to perplex our Minds; no bla- 
* ſphemous Suggeſtions to diſtract our Hope; no 
* Tudas-kiſles to betray our Souls, no impertinent 
*Diſcourſes to amuſe our Ears; no domeſtick an- 
* xious Cares to interrupt our Tranquillityʒ no head» W 
* ſtrong Paſſions to be ſubdu d; no fooliſh Hu- 
* mours to be check'd ; no Strife, nor contentious 
* Wranglings to be appeas'd; no Danger to be 
* dreaded; and in a Word, nothing that is hurt- 
* ful to be avoided. e 

1 Thus 


— 
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Thus we ſhall be freed from all the noifome 
* Vapours that may ariſe from ſuch polluted 
Springs, and thus our Time will inſenſibly paſs a- 
way in a ſilent Repoſe, enjoying the unſpeakable 
«Benefit of a pure undefil'd Soul, a ſound health- 
ful Body, a vigorous chearful Spirit, a quiet Mind, 
* a peaceful Breaſt, and a good Conſcience, void of 
* offence both towards God and towards Man : To con- 
« clude,there we ſhall live in the greateſt Proſperity 
that can be imagin'd,or reaſonably expected for all 
our Life will be as it were one cohtnu'd bright Day 
© of Jubilec, never to be over-ſhadow'd with any 
Clouds of Regret or Diſappointment. Then how 
extremely are we oblig'd to this moſt Gracious 
* Emperour, who condeſcended fo far, as to invite 
« ſuch miſerable Wretches to come and take poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſo Fruittul a Country! What Rational In- 
« ference can be made from the Premiſes, but that 
ve ſhould condemn our Thoughts of ſtaying here, 
© and look upon every thing as not worth our no- 
« tice, in compariſon of what we are going to poſ- 
« eſs? How is it poſſible for us to reject the kind 
| © Invitations of ſo Noble a Monarch; or not to de- 
« ſpiſe the Injoyments of our preſent State, after 
© having had but a glimpſe of thoſe Streams of 
{tranſporting Delights, in which we ſhall hereaf- 
ter bathe our ſelves, without any Intermiſſion or 
* Repulſe. | = 

We need but take a fair proſpect of that glori- 
* ous Country, and 'twill be ſufficient to confute 
© and baffle all the weak Arguments that can be 
brought to juſtify our loitering here, or amuſin 
our ſelves any longer with the deceitful Dreams 
and empty Shews of this barren Soil, where the 
sun is juſt ready to ſet in an Everlaſting Night, 
Fil never 


of theſe Men ſhould ever do any thing in concert 
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never to be ſucceeded by the dawn of another 
Day. The time is now at hand, and what we 
* do, muſt be done quickly without any farther 
delay; therefore we are fully reſolv'd to give our 
* Country-men and Fellow-Citizens a good Ex- 
© ample, by immediately abandoning all our Trea- 
* ſures, and whatever we eſteem'd as moſt dear to 
* us; we'll treely abdicate all manner of concern 
* upon that account, and take no thought for a 
longer continuance in this Vale of Miſery : But 
* we'll Imbark this very inſtant, and hoiſt up the 
* Sails of our Hope; praying for a proſperous Voy- 
* age, and a freſh Gale of Wind to waft our Fleet 
* ſpeedily over to the ſafe Harbour of the Land of 
Promiſe. 2 

But to improve and carry on the Allegory a lit- 
* tle farther, Suppoſe, theſe Perſons of ſingular Parts, 
* who firſt receivd the Expreſs, and were appoint- 
* ed to explain to us the meaning of this ſplendid 
* Embaſſy, after ſuch a manner as I have done, or 
in much more eloquent and pathetick Terms, to 
* the ſame purpoſe; I ſay, admit it were ſo, not- 
* withſtanding the ir fine Harangues and florid Diſ- 
courſes, to ſhew how happy they and we ſhould 
be, if we would but be rul'd by them, That none 


* with us, in order to obey ſuch a poſitive Injun- 
ction, as they had made fo great a noiſe and ſtir 
about but act as contrary to it, as Light is to Dark- 
* neſs ; what ſhould we be apt to conclude in this 
* Caſe, but that all they had ſaid and done, was 
*a vile piece of notorious Forgery, of their own lf 
ſubtil Contrivance, and that it was really nothing 
*elſe but a vain ambitious Deſign, to keepthe 
World in awe, and to make themſelves Rich and 

F Great, 
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* Great, by defrauding the People of a tenth part 
* of their lawful Inheritance, and applying it to 
© their own uſe? | It 

* Now let any judicious Perſon whatſoever, im- 
partially determine, Whether if ſuch anExpreſs did 
at any time arrive, as theſe Reverend Gentlemen 
gave it out, their Actions do not apparently diſ- 
© cover a disbelief of what was then deliver'd?For if 
they had in the leaſt given credit to the good Ti- 
dings, brought by ſo ſolemn an Embaſly, no 
* doubt but their covetous and greedy Humour, 
* or their excc{hive love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
would have ſpurr'd them on, to imbrace the 
* firſt opportunity of leaving thoſe dark and gloo- 
my ſhades, and immediately to ſet Sail for that 
* Kingdom, which appear'd to be ſo Glorious, 
© thar at the very firſt naming of it, our Hearts be- 
* gan to burn within us, with a longing deſire of 
* attaining to thoſe raviſhing Delights. So that 
* upon the whole matter, I am apt to believe, we 
* ſhould have good reaſon to exclaim againſt thoſe 
* noxious Caterpillers, calling them the vileſt of 
* Impoſtors, that ever the Nation bred, and ſhould 
be ready to tear them into a hundred Pieces, for 
their cheating us of ſo many thouſand Pounds 
* per annum, tO maintain them, in their laſcivi- 
* ous and riotous Way of Living. 

I ſhall now proceed to apply this familiar Pa- 
rable to my preſent Deſign: The caſe plainly ſtands 
thus, with all thoſe wicked Popes, Cardinals, Bi- 
(hops, Prieſts, Abbots, Monks, Friers, and other 
Ecclefiaſtical Perſons; what Title, Name or Di- 
ſtinction ſoever they may bear in the Church of 

Rome, that do not act according to the known Prin- 
ciples of the Chrittian Religion, nor dilcharge the 
| Duties 
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Duties of their ſeyeral Functions, conformably to 
the Precepts of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church. 
Theſe are they that tell the World, They have re- 


ceiv'd a glorious inſtrument or noble Charter from 


Heaven, ſign'd by the great God Jehovah who 
cannot lye, ſeal'd with the precious Bloud of his 
only begotten Son Jeſus Chrilt, and deliver'd for 
our Uſe, in the preſence of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
is an undoubted Witneſs to it, and that this Inſtru- 
ment is committed to their cuſtody and charge, 
who are apparently the Divine Truſtees, with a 


full Commiſſion, to read, declare and explain, the 


true Contents and meaning of it, which they do 
with all the ſincerity imaginable, that none may 
plead ignorance of the matter in hand, but in Con- 
ſideration that they are Meſſengers of ſuch glad 
Tidings, it is urg'd by them, that they ought to 
be provided for, in ſuch a manner, as becomes the 
dignity of their Miniſtery and high Calling. 

Now theſe reaſonable Demands arereadily com- 
ply'd with, even to thetutmoſt of their Deſires z be- 
cauſe they were ſo bappily inſtrumental in bring- 
ing ſuch welcome News, as it appears by their e- 
laborate Diſcourſes: For they aſſure us the Inſtru- 
ment contains divers Articles, which they ſtedfaſt- 
ly believe and know to be the real Truth, becauſe 
many Things mention'd therein, are already come 
to pals, and appear more and more, by every Day's 


particular Events, which 1s a ſure confirmarion of WM 
the reality of thoſe Things which are yet to be 
fulſill d: They alſo add, that the Subſtance of their 
Commiſſion, with which they are to accquaint usis | 


as follows, viz. 
+ That there is an Eternal, Omnipotent, and Juſt 
Gods, who created the World, that is to ſay the 
SEEN, Heavens 
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Heavens and the Earth, with all Thirjgs contain d 
© therein both Viſible and Inviſible and ſtill conti- 
* nues to preferve and diſpoſe of every thing in a 
* moſt excellent Order, by his all-wiſe Providence, 
that he made Man out of the Duſt of the Earth, 
and breath d into his Noſtrils, the Breath of Life; 
that in the infancy. of the World, ſeveral Pro- 
* phets and Holy Men, frem time to time, receiv'd 
commiſſions under the great Seal of his Divine 
Spirit, to declare his Will, and to foretell what 
* ſhould come to pals in future Ages; and that when 
the whole race of Mankind had miſerably forfeited 
* their title to Happineſs, the ſame great God, of 
© his infinite Goodnels and Mercy, taking Compaſſi- 
gon of their forlorn wretched State, in the fulneſs 
* of Time, ſent his beloved Son out of his own Bo- 
© ſom, to take their Nature upon him, and to of- 
fer him(clf a Sacrifice for their enormous Tranſ- 
greſſions, being put to a ſhameful and accurſed 
Death on the Croſs, by the Hands of the bloudy 
* Jews without the Gates of the City of Jeruſalem. 
That this Eternal Son of God roſe again on the 
* third Day, and aſcended into his Father's, King- 
dom, where he now fits at his Right Hand to 
make a powerful Interceſſion for all thoſe that 
* humbly approach the Throne of Grace, with 
* a lively Faith and plead his infinite Merits 
for their Juſtification ; having alſo caus'd the 
Holy Spirit, that Giver of all Divine Gifts, pro- 
*ceeding from the Father and the Son, to deſcend 
on them, to dwell with them, to rule over their 
© Hearts, and to be their Everlaſting Comforter. 
hu Almighty God has by an irrevocable De- 
© crce appointed all Men once to dye, and then to 


* appear before the Judgment: ſeat of Chriſt Jeſus, 
| to 
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to give an account of their Works done in the 
* Fleſh ; that at the laſt great and terrible Day, the 
* viGble World, the place of our preſent Habita- 
* tion will be burnt up with Fire from Heaven; 
that the glorious Body of the Sun, which comes 
* forth out of his, chamber, by the break of every 
Day, diſplaying all its glittering Beams, as 4 
* Bridegroom ready trimm'd,and rejoycing as a Grant 


4 run hi- courſe, {hall be turn'd into Darkneſs e- 


ven Crmrmerian darkneſs, and loſe its reſplendent 
* Light for evermore; that the, lower Orb of the 
* Moon which rules:the ſilent Night, with ſo mo- 
* deſt a Bluſh that is offenſive to none, will be 
* chang'd into Bloud; that the innumerable com- 
* pany of Starswhich now beſpangle the Sky with 
their twinkling Light, ſo as to guide the watchful 
* Variner in a direct Courſe to the golden Mines, 
* will-diſappear,as a Dream, when one awakes, and 
never ſparkle more; that the Elementary Orbs, 
* whoſe natural Colour repreſents the fineſt Azure, 
and which incircles cheGlobe of theEarth within 
its immenſe Circumference, ſhall melt with fervent 
* heat, ſhrivelling up like a Scroll of Parchment, 
and paſſing away with a great noiſe; that the Heavens 
being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the Earth, with 

* the works that are therein ſhall be burnt up. 
That Man only came into this World toglorify 
God here, to the end that he might injoy Him 
for ever hereafter; and laſtly, that all the Splen- 
dour and Wealth we ſo much admire, will avail 
© us nothing in the future State, unleſs we readily 
part with our ſuperfluities, and tranſmute our 

* Treaſures,by good Works, during our Health and 
* Proſperity : For there is a time «amy # 
* we (hall be as if we had never been; and if that 
T "= 
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55 D come upon us, 4 thief in the night 7 before 
we have prepar'd our Lamps; and put Oi i, our 
Veſſels, we are all loft and utteriy done to Eteral 
* Ages. The true meaning of the Phraſe; fo drin 
© our Lamps, is to bid a final A- dien to all the ſen- 
« fual Pleaſurgs of a voluptuqus Life, and to with- 
dra our {elves (as much as 1s-pbflible) from all 
the unneceſſary Superfluitſes of this vain World; 
© adorning our Minds at the ſame time, with'all 
£ thoſe Divine Graces, that are abſolutely requiſite, 
if ever wedelign to be admitted'into the Preſence 
of the great Bages, ant Biſhop of our Souls z 
and looking upon eyery Moment that we breath, 
vas a ſpace of Time which runs on with a ſwift 
motion to the Grave, and an Eternal State. There- 
fore if cver we mean to obtain the prize of the high 
* calling of God, we muſtretblve upon the conſci- 
© entious performance of our ſeveralDuties to our 
«© Soveraiga Creatour, our Neigttbour, and our 
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£: ſelves, which are theſe that follow, viz. 
Io belicve all the Divine Attributes and Ex- 
e cellent Perfections of the Deity; and to make it 
© the main buſineſs of our Lives to act conformably 
| *to ſuch a Faith; to hope and depend on God, 
* with comfortable Expectation of a Crown that 
never fades away, reſerv'd in the higheſt Hea- 
* yens, for all that truſt in Him with a well-ground- | 
ed Aſſurance; to fear him with ſuch an awful 
Reverence as may keep us from offending him, | 
in Thought, Word, or Deed: To rely upon the | 
Lord Jelus in all our Dangers, Neceſſities and | 
- * Wants, with an "abſolute Recumbency; to be 
humble, meek, and Corteous in our Converſa- 
tion ; to be upright and fincere in our Dealings, 
and circumſpect in all the tranſactions of Life; 
1 : tO 
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fluities of Meats and Drinks, and to keep our Bo- 


Drink, and all occaſions that may betray us to ſuch 
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to. give God the Honour due to his Holy Name, 
without the leaſt Mental Reſervation, to per- 
form our Baptiſmal Vows, and frequently to ap- 
© pear at the Table of our dear Lord, in order tobe 
ſatiated with that Cœleſtial Manna; to repel and 
© baniſh blaſphemous Suggeſtions, and to refrain 
from all ſorts ot unlawful Oaths ; to pray for 
the Aſſiſtance of the Divine Grace, and a ſincere 
* Repentance for all our paſs d Offences; to keep 
* off from the Snares of Senſuality, and to raiſe our 
* pureſt Thoughts above the vanity of a lewd 
* World: 
© To be contented with a {mall Fortune, if it 
be our Lot, and to reſt ſatisfy'd under the mean- 
© eſt Circumſtances ; ſo as never to murmur or re- 
pine at any Troubles, Afflictions and Croſſes, chat 
* may happen in eur Chriſtian Pilgrimage, and 
* which indeed may be harſh, but prove the belt 
* Phytick*for diſtemper d Souls: To avoid Cove- 
© touſneſs and a ſtingy Humour; on the contrary, 
* tobe liberal and free to all that ſtand in need of 
© our Charity, eſpecially thoſe of the Houſhold of 
Faith: To quench the burning flames of a laſt- | 
ful Heart, and to put a ſtop to the exorbitant 
deſires of the Fleſh ; to abſtain from the ſuper- 


dies in a temperate Frame; to ſhun ill Company, 
* and the private Whiſpers of thoſe that are of a 
* fottiſh Diſpoſition ; carefully avoiding excels in 


* Folly s To refreſh our wearied Bodies with mo- 
* derate Sleep. and to beware of ſtupifying our. 
* Senſes with Sloth and Idleneſs ; to keep within 
the due bounds of lawful Recreations, and never 
© to abuſe thoſe innocent Delights, which the Wiſe | 
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en 
* God of Nature has ſo graciouſly indulg d us ; to 
64 . | 4 
adorn our ſelves with Modeſty and Decency, 
without affecting a gaudy Dreſs, or ſumptuous 
Apparel; prudently relle&ing upon the occaſion 
© and the true ends of Clothing. 
* To love our Neighbours as our ſelves, to be 
* juſt and faithful, in all our dealings and correſpon- 
dence with them; to ſhun the horrid crying 
* Sin of Murder, and to refrain from the maiming 
* or hurting our Fellow- creatures, with any Wounds 
© or Stripes, but ſuch as are ordain'd by Publick Au- 
* thority for the puniſhment of Malefactors; to keep 
© off from the unlawful poſſeſſion of another Man's 
Inheritance and the defiling of his Bed, without fo 
much as harbouring a Thought that may tend 
* to ſuch Injuſtice or abominable Lewdneſs: To 
* maintain our Neighbour's Credit, as far as it lyes 
in our Power, and to wipe oft all {tains from 
his Reputation; to bear with the Failings of o- 
© thers, and ncver make a ſcoff at their Natural In- 
. © firmiites; but bleſs and praiſe the common Al- 
mighty Creatour of Mankind, for beſtowing on 
aus a found Mind. a healthful Body, and Limbs that 
are intire in all their Parts: To forbear cnvying 
the riſe of the Great, or repining when tis other- 
* wiſe with our ſelves: Laſtly, to pay a reverent 
_ © reſpect to our Superiours, to bear an even regard 
towards our Equals, and to treat our Inferiours, 
* with all manner of obliging Civility and Courteſy. 
such (ſaid they) as order their Lives and Con- 
© verſations according to theſe excellent Rules, 
* (hall find favour with the Lord, in the Day ofAd- 
- verſity and (hall be permitted to take Sanctuary 
in the Ark of his Mercy. Theſe are they that came 
imo the World, to anſwer the true ends of their 
. Creation; 


to enter the Gates of the New 


eee 
Creation; theſe are they that are ſteering a ſteady 
© courſe towards the Haven of Reſt, and hve a- 
© bove the fading Pleaſures of a ſinful State; theſe 
are thoſe real Pilgrims that are travelling with 
* ſpeed to the Holy Land, and ſhall be admitted 
Jeruſalem 3 
* theſe are thoſe prudent Warriours in the Church 
* Militant here on Earth, who have pack d up all 
their Baggage, and ſpend every Day as if they 
* were to decamp the next upon the firſt Alarm. 
such Proficients as theſe, who have made lo great 
a progreſs in the Divine Sciences, the Almighty 
* will guide by the Hand of Faith, thro all the 
* blaſtering Storms that may be rais d by the Prince 
of the Air, and at laſt conduct them ſafe to the 
* Manſions of Everlaſting Peace and Tranquillity. 
And for your farther Inſtruction (continu'd the 
above-mention'd Reverend Teachers) we'll draw | 
a Scheme of the direct Road you are to take to 
Glory, and of your happy reſurrection to Eternal 
Life; which no doubt, will revive your fainting 
Spirits, in the way to Bliſs. We allure you, asthe 
Repreſentatives of our dear Lord and Maſter Je- 
ſas Chriſt, whom we ſerve, That your abode in 
this World is for ſo ſhort a time that it matters not 
what.you may ſuffer here, for the teſtimony. of a 
good Conſcience; do but reflect a little on the empti- 
neſs, of all that pump and Grandeur which appears 
here below, in theſe ſublunary Regions, in com- 
pariſon of thole tranſcendent Joys that are above; 
relerv'd for all thole that perſevere in a courſe of 


Piety to the end, and continue faithful to Death. 


Never be thou concern'd in the leaſt, O fincere 
Chrſtian at the Frowns of the Potent, nor repine at 
che Proſperity of the Vain, when they wallow in 


delicious 
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deliciouspleaſures; for alaſs! all their Mirth is but 
the forc d counterfeit diſguiſe of a ſorrowful Heart; 
let them ſmoothly Sail down the ſtreams of Folly, 
and hug their belov'd youthful Sins; have patience 
but a while, and you'll ſoon be a Spectator of their 
fad Cataſtrophe : Let them run themſelves quite out 
of breath in hunting for Gold-duſt, and wear ont 
their fatigated Limbs in digging for Silver-bars, 
they'll have their fill at laſt ; for the rich Oar they 
fo much admire, is nothing but tempting Droſs 
that fuddenly (inks their Souls in the Gulph of Per- 
dition : Ler them ſpend their Days in a fruitleſs 
fearch for that which when obtain'd, can afford 
no real ſatisfa&ion ; do thou. keep on thy ſteady 
courſe in the ſtraight Path that leads to Sion; then 
thou may'it look down with Scorn and Contempt 
on the numerous Tribes of wretched Worldlings, 
and obſerve how they toil and ſweat in Satan's 
Work-houſe,ſpinning out their tedious Hours in a 
weariſome Drudgery to pleaſe an unreaſonable 
Task-maſter, that is never fatisty'd, tho they have 
ſpent their whole ſtock of ſtrength in his Service, 
and are no longer able to bear his inſupportable 
Yoke: Do but continue to keep thy Feet within 
the ſame even Track, and thou {halt be far more 
refreſh'd by the gentle Breezes of a ſolid Pleaſure, 
than by all the bluſte ting Winds of a ſinful Courſe. 
herefore withdruv thy yes, without any far- 
ther delay. from tlie gaudy Scenes of a painted 
World, whoſe alluring Delights ſeem to be a real 
Subſtance afar off but when once injoy'd ſud- 
denly diſappear like an empty ſnadow: Still con- 
tinue thy Royal Progreſs in the fruitful Country 
of Vertre, and keep the main Road to the City of 
the Great King of Heaven, without turning aſide 
N into 
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into the B y- paths of Sin and Folly; but if ar any 
time thy Secular Affairs ſhould look with a lowx- 
ing mern, or all the vicious Sons of Men mould 
become tby Foes, what matters that? Let them do 
their worſt, tis not long to the Night ot Death, 
when thou ſhalt peaceably lay down' thy,weary'd 
Head, and take a ſound Sleep in the ſilent Grave: 
Then all the rage and fury of Hell will ceaſe todi- 
ſturb thy Tranquility: but admit it were fo, that 
the fe remains of thy Life, may be incircled round; 

with all the ſad Misfortunes that can betall a noble 


Warriour that valiantly encounters all Enemies in 


the Field of the Church Militant; nevertheleſs, || 
do thou appear as a valiant Champion of Chriſt, 
maintaining thy Poſt with undaunted Courage, | 
and ſhewing thy generous nee wen 1 
Expreſſions as theſe: 
. Although were baniſh'd any: ati. Gall. 
* calt into a deep Dungeon, where noxious Ver- | 
min increaſe, as the ſpawn of Frogs in theſtand- | 
ing Puddles of a noiſome Ditch; althô I hond 


: „fall into the cruel Clutches of the: imperious . 


ir Le Gand, whoſegreateſt Mercy may condernn || 
me to the TBoulon-Galleys, where my tender Heſn 
may fret and chaff in Iron, till the ruſt theteof 
make it putrify before it comes tothe Grave gor 
were I to rove about the Earth like a wandeing 
pilgrim that has no abiding Place, nor Land ſof 
6 Inheritance. and ſhould be torn Limb from Limb, 
by the wild Beaſts that know nothing of my grief, 
and are uhacquiinted with my Pain; or were I 
to be ſtarv'd to death in a Deſert, where no xe- 
lief is to be had, thd crav'd with all the Intrea- 
ties of a fainting Soul; or were I to diſtill an Q- 
* cean of brackiſh iTears, in a barren Lind, where 
+ 7 I no 
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no Waters flow but in the channel of a weeping 
Eye; were Ito be parch'd with the heat of a Me- 
* ridian Sun, under the Equinoctial Line, or pinch'd 
5 with the exceſſive cold of the North · Pole, ſo as 
to appear more like a frightful Ghoſt or a dry 
*Skeleton, than a Man of a reaſonable Figure or 
* Confiſtence : 

Although the Beaſts of the Foreſt were to take 
me as their Prey, and ſwallow me up as an Even- 
ing: bait to their inſatiable canine Appetite; or 
* were I to be made the May- game of the Young, 
* the Derifion of the Aged, the Song of the Drun- 
* kards, the Scorn of the Proud. or the Laughing- 
ſtock of Fools: Were | torc'd to hold down my 
© head like a Bulruſh, or a Mourner in Sion; or to 
* flutter up and down like a Partridge on theMoun- 
* tains, which is ever and anon purſud in order to 
© its deſtruction ; or tolye a-croſs the hardeſt Plank, 
© roaring out in a fit of the Stone, without any lu- 
cid Intervals, or the leaſt intermiſſion of Pain, in 
ſo dreadful a manner, as to make the Heart of a 
© Turk relent into Bowels of Compaſſion :, Althô I 
* ſhould be puff d up with the Gout, drown'd with 
the Dropſy, burnt with a Calenture, rack'd with 
the Strangury, and prick'd with the moſt acute 
* ſtitches of the Pleuriſy; or ſhould my Head ake 
even to the molt intenſe degree of Pain, and my 
Body tremble with the coldeſt fit of a ſnaking A- 
* gue, ſo as to becom: the greateſt Object of pity 
* that can poſſibly be imagin d: 

* Altho my Fleſh ſhould be pull'd off from my 
„Bones with red-hot Pincers, and melted Lead 
* pour d upon thoſe bleeding Wounds. by the 
Hands of a crue] Tormenter, or were I to be bro- 
ken on the Wiez), beaten with Clubs or Cords, 
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hopes of obtaining a Crown of Life, that never 


f Belial ;, and the effects of ſuch a gracious Diſpo- 


an unregenerate ſinful State. 
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hang d up by tbe Hair of my Head, bound about | 
*2 Globe and flea'd alive, impal'd on a Stake, 
< thrown upon Hooks, or Goads pointed with Iron, 
ground in a Mill, pounded in a Mortar, or whipt 
till the Bloud runs down my Back in crimſon 
streams: Or were I to be preſs d to death with fe- 
veral hundred weight of Lead, laid on my Breaſt: 

by degrees, adding a Pound every Hour; or to 
be hang d by the Feet onthe Arm of a Tree, till 
e were (tarv'd with Hunger and Cold: I ſay, were 
it poſſible for me to undergo theſe exquiſite Tor- 
tures, I could willingly endure all, with the great- 
© eſt Alacrity and Contentedneſs imaginable for the 
© love of Chriſt Jeſus my bleſſed Saviour, and the 


fades away. Thus to reſolve, and thus to ſuffer, 
if call'd to it by the Soveraign Lord of the Uni- 
verſe, are the unqueſtionable Marks of «the true 
Legitimate Children of God, apparently diſtin- 
guiſhing them from the ſpurious brood of the Sons 


ſition bring an infinitely greater pleaſure and ſa- . 
tisfaction of Mind, than all the empty Delights of N 


Now let us intreat you all for the ſake of the 
beloved Son of God, to run this Chriſtian Race 
that is ſet before you, with Faith and Patience 
then you may go down into the Chambers of 
Death in Peace, with a ſure and certain hope ofa 
happy Reſurrection to a glorious Immortality: 
So that thõ Worms may deſtroy your frail Bodies, 
when turn d to putrefaction; or ſuppoſe they may | 
be caſt into the devouring Flames, and that their 
Aſhes be ſcatter d abroad throughout the four quar- 
ters of the World; nevertheleſs your nobler Part, 


that 


W 5 
that is to ſay, your precious immortal Souls ſhall 
reſt in the Arms of your Ever- bleſſed Redeemer : 
For in that very minute the breath goes out of your 
Bodies, they ſhall immediately aſcend to God that 
gave them, and live with him till the Day of the 
great Audit and general Reſurrection, when thoſe 
latent particles and diſperſed Aſhes of your Fleſh, 
ſhall be gather'd together, and ſeverally re- united 
to their teſpective Bodies, which will be wonder- 
fully ſpiritualiz d, by the Immenſe Power of the 
Almighty, who created the Univerſe out of no- 
thing, and made Man of the duſt of the Earth. 

- Then the reſt of the Saints that lye a-ſleep in 
their Graves, will hear the ſhrill Trumpet blow, 
with this melodious Sound: Ariſe ye Sons of God, 
receive a jiſſt Reward. an enjoy the ſweet fruits of your 
former Labour, At that very inſtant the frozen cliffts 
of the Earth, in which the Righteous were in- 
tomb'd, will open their thick Gates of Duſt, and 
let the rifing Dead peep forth to ſee the dawn of 
that Bleffed Morning, after ſo long a Night of 
Reſt; when they'll ſhake off the heavy clods of 
Earth and ſpeedily mount up into the Air, to be- 
hold the bright Rays of the Sur of Righteouſneſs,as 
he arifes with healing under his Wings, and with an 
infinitely greater Splendour than Solomon in all his 
Glory: For then the Cryſtal-Hcavens will be all o- 
ver reſplendent, by the means of Ten hundred 
thouſand choſen Souls array'd in white Veſtments, 
with Crowns on their Heads and Palms in their 
Hands, whoſe ſhining Robes will glitter with fo 
ſtrong a luſtre, as to dazzle the light Beams of the 
material Sun and cauſe em to ſneak behind the 
darkeſt Cloud, never to riſe again. Then that Di- 
Wine Hymn will be warbled forth by the whole 
ab Chorus 
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charming Invitation reſounding with loud echoes 
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Chorus of the a Hoſt, Juſt FS 
thou, O God, in diſplayi ig the light o Go this long os 


Day; | Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, aud, Power be 
unto hi, that ſitteth upon the Throne,. and wo the 
Lamb for ever and ever. AS ſoon as the greaz, Court 
of general Allizcs begins to fit, you. I hear this 


from the Emperial Throne of Juſtice; ,, 11,7 
Come hither my little Flock that enter di into a 
© Bond of Friendſhip with mc, and all ye that 
* would have dy'd a thouſand cruel Deaths for my 

© ſake if ye d ha o many Liv es to be ſacriſic d; ye 
« that #45 lo often ſcorn d. vility'd and delpis d 
by a vain unbelieving World: Come ye Learned 
* Divines and Miniſters of the Goſpel, that have 
« Preach'd my Word, with. &r.cerity of Heart and 
© purity of Life; alſo ye that wrote ſo many Treas 
«© tiſes full of ſound Dodrine and good Inſtructi- 
ons, and at the, ſame time ſquar d your, Conver- 
* ſation according to the Model ot thr 1 excellent 
pred pts. Draw near, all ye that moarn'&1n ſe- 
cret for the flagrant Sins of à back-(liding People; 
and ye that ſtood in the Gap to entreat me wich 
bitter f ighs and groans, to turn away, my,wrath- 
ful Indignation : ; alſo ye that fangt the good fight 
* of Faith, and were more than Conqueragrk over 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: Come hi- 
ther: ye, that tua the Chriſtian Race without taint- 
* ing, and dy'd a holy Death; alſo ye that ſought } 
me in a time when I was to be found: Come ye 

* that fed the Hungry with Meat, gave the Thirty 

* Drink and cloth d the Naked ye that viſted the 
Sick in all their Extremitics; and rcliev'd the ſor- 
* rowfil Priſoncrs in their greateſt Diſtreſs q alſo 
ye that readily intruſted me wich all your Earth- 
I Treaſurcs. * Ape 
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Approach the glorious Perſon of the Son of 
God, ye that were meek and lowly in Soul, that 
0 inceſſantly breath d after the Well- ſprings of 
Life, as the tired Hart pants for the Water-brooks, 
and ye that were the Adopted of my Father. 
Come hither , ye that were deſpis'd by the 
* World, and accounted as the Out- caſts of al the 
Earth; ye that bore the flouts, reproaches and 
« inſults of the Wicked with Patience and Hu- 
* mility ; ye that refus d to anſwer the fools in their 
* folly. Come to me, ye that were undefiled in the 
Way, and walk d in the even paths of Picty and 
* Vertue ye that took far greater delight in abi- 
* ding 1 in my Houſe, than in the Tents of the Un- 
* godly,or the Tabernacles of Sinners, and treaſur'd 
* up my Word in an honeſt Heart. Draw near, all 
' ye that frequently ſupp'd with me, when ye liv'd 
jn the Vales below, ye that orudently follow'd 
my wholſome Counſel and diligently kept my 
* righteous Laws; ye that lov'd my Saints, tho 
* cloath'd in Raggs. more than the Darlings of the 
World in all their ſplendid Equipage. Come to 
* me, ye that were vigilant, ſober and chaſte and 
* valiantly reſiſted the Temptations of the great 
* Seducer of Mankind, ye that endeavour'd to re- 
form a wicked World thd it were to the loſs of 
* your Goods and Reputation and even Life it ſelf; 
_*alfo ye that founded Hoſpitals and Alms-houſcs 
© ont of a cordial finceriry, for the relief of the 
Poor and the Inſtruction of thoſe of tenderYears. 
Come hither, all ye that hunger'd and thirſted 
© after Righteouſneſs, in a barren Land, and ye 
that water'd your Couches with the tears of your 
* Complaint during the time of your Pilgrimage 
in the Vale of Viſery : z alſo Fe that bound! MEE 
an 


and Truth about your Necks, and wrote them onthe | 
* Tables of your Hearts. Draw near, ye that found 
* favour in the ſight of God and Man, that ac- 
* knowledg'd me in all your Ways, that put your 
* whole truſt and confidence in me to the higheſt 
© pitch of reſignation and ſelf-denial, and never 
preſum'd to lean on your own Underſtanding: 
* Come ye that honour'd me with the firſt fruits of 
* all your Increaſe, and were not aſham'd of me in 
the perillous times of Perſecution, wich all the reſt 
* of Mankind that perlever'd in bringing forth the 
fruits of a true Regeneration. Come, come ye all 
to me, and ye ſhall find, That tbe Merchandize of 
* Vertne is better than that of Silver and the gain there- 
* of, than fine Gold; yeſhall now behold with your 
* Eyes, that my Kingdom is ore precious than Ru- 
* bies, and all the Things you can deſire, or eſteem as 
<* molt valuable are not to becompar'd to it; length 


of days are at my right hand and on my left hand 


* riebes and honour for evermore. 


* Come enter into my reſt, and walk in the 
ways of Pleaſantneſs; for all my Joys are ſubſtan- 
* tial and accompany'd with Peace and aſſurance 
© for ever: Happy is every one of you that dwells 
* with me in the everlaſting Manſions of Glory; 
for that ye ſhall have endlets Life for your | 
* Souls, immarceicible Crowns for your Heads 
and noble Scepters to fill your Hands; there you 
* ſhall continually walk with me in the delightful 
* paths of Bliſs, and your ſhining Feet ſhall never 
* ſtumble on the dark Mountains ; there you ſhall 
* fing melodious Songs of Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
* ing, with joytul Hallelujahs to me and my Al- 
* mighty Father for ever and ever, when Time 
* ſhall be ſwallow'd up in a boundleſs Eternity. 


1 
- The above-mention d Reverend Doctors loudly 
proclaim theſe to be the Rewards that attend the 
Rignipgus, in this Life and:that which is to come ; 
and ſolemaly proteſt at the ame time, That they 
would nt decline living and dying in ſuch a State, 
altuò it Were to gain all the Treatures of the Indies, 
as allo that whoſocver acts contrary to theſe Prin- 
ciples and the excellent Rules before deliver'd, 
{hall certainly be miſerable here, and utterly un- 
done for ever hereafter: Nevertheleſs theſe are the 
hy pocritical Profeſſours, that Preach the Goſpel, 
for filthy Lucre, and make merchandize of Religi- 
on; theſe are they that betray their great Lord and 
Malter with a Kits, and make no ſcruple to com- 
mit any Sins, even thoſe of the deepeſt die, for the 
promoting of their own private Intereſt: In ſhort, 
theſe are they that compaſs Sea and Land to gain 
4 Proſelyte, and make a ſpecious ſhew of convert- 
ing many Souls tothe Faith of Chriſt, by their al- 
Gddious Preaching, but deſtroy a far greater num- 
ber by their bad Examples and ſcandalous way of 
living. The truth of this matter of Fact may be il- 
luſtrated by a plein and natural Smile. 
suppoſe, e were traveling in a ſtrange Coun- 
© try, and that a certain Perſon accoſted us in the 
name of a Guide; aſuring us, he knew all the 
parts of the Land; ſo that if we ſet forward 
* any farther in ſuch a Way. we ſhould certainly be 
© ſtript ſtack naked and made the moſt miſerable of 
£ Slaves; adding, That all that went in that Path ne- 
+ ver return'd io tell their Tale but if we would be- 
© tow a voluntary Gratuicy on him he would con- 
duct us to a fate Paſſage, where no danger could 
* befal us, and we could ſoon arrive at our deſired 
8 Journey Send; for he was going that way: How- 
ever, 


2 


ever, not withſtanding all the fair Promiſes of this 


* pretended Guide, as ſoon as we had given him our 
Money, he leaves us in the lurch, and ſtrikes into 
© that very ſame Road, Which he fore warn d us to 
avoid, on pain of perpetual Slavery and the loſs of 
© all that was dear to us. Now what would our O- 
pinion be of ſuch a Man, but that he lay in wait 
like a ſubtil Robber to decoy poor unwary Tra- 
vellers, and that twas no great matter which way 
we went ; ſince we may reaſonably conclude by 
his motion, that both thoſe Paths fell into one and 
the ſame main Road? The Caſe ſtands juſt ſo with 
thoſe treacherous Paſtours, thoſe blind Guides, that 

live quite contrary to what they profeſs, and draw 
poor Souls into many Snares by their ill Preſidents | 
and unwarrantable proceedings: But I ſhall for- 

bear treating any longer of the Morals of this ſort 


of Divinity-Profeſlours and only deſire thoſe that 


are of that Religion, fincerely to practiſe all that 


is praiſe-worthy in their Doctrine, and to avoid 


their irregular Courſe of Life. 6 
III. I come now to explaim the third and laſt 
Article propoſed in the beginning of this Dif- | 
courſe, that is to ſay, to ſhew, There is a Party a- 
mong the Clergy of the Church of Rome, which |} 
live conformably to their Profeſſion and make Ho- 
lineſs the Rule of their Actions, ſetting alide (as 
was before hinted) the exronous Principles of their 
Religion, which I ſhall nat diſpute of, at preſent, 
but hold on in the Opinion I was ever of,vis. That 
there is no Sc& or Party of whatſoever Perſwaſion, 
within the Pale of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, 


but a Remnant of every one of them ſhall be ſav'd, | 


R deliberation, they take it to 
e the right Way, and really believe, that if they 
12110 25 | depart] 
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de epart from its Rules, they. ſhall be everlaſtingly 
miſerable. So that upon the whole matter, I'catt- 
not but perſuade my ſelf, There are many ſuch in 
the Romiſh Communion, and even ſome of the 
Teachers themſelves, who make it the main buſi- 
neſs of their Lives, to glorify God, the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, and are ſo circumf pet in their De- 
meanour, upon all Occaſions, as to gain the general 
Applauſe and Approbation of all Men, that are of 
known Piety, Vertue and Probity. It would alſo 
be too tedious, if not improper in a Proteſtant 
Country, to new in particular, how ſtrictly theſe 
watchful Paſtors obſerve the Divine Precepts in 
all the tranſactions of their Lives, and what care 
they take to bring home poor wandering Souls to 
Chriſt's Fold, both by their ſound Doctrine and 
good Example; ſo that what has been ſaid may 
ſuffice to be deliver'd in their favour, and to juſti- 
fy their Character, beyond all Exception. 

doubt not, but many will be apt to judge. 
That my Intent in handling of this Pomt wasto 
take an occalion to reflect as much on all other 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, whoſe Lives run counter 
to their Holy Profeſſion, as on thoſe of the Church 
of Rome, and that what I have been charging rhe 
latter with, was only a fine Colour to varniſhover 
my chief Aim, in ſtriking at rhe former through 
their Sides : However, the Reader may uſe his own 
Diſcretion, in taking the matter in what ſenſe he 
thinks fit; for I ſhall not be ſo free, as to gratify 

bis Curioſ Ky in this Particular; but thus far Ican 
aſſure him, 1 would fain induce. my {elf to believe, 
That there are no ſuch bad Examples among the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, in this our frael, of what Per- 
ſwaſion ſoever they may be ; except ſome Fog 
rieſts 


r 
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Prieſts that lurk in the corners of the Land, and 
ſtill continue undiſcover d. For who can be fo un- 
charitable as to imagine, That any Clergy-men can 
degenerate ſo far from the Principles of their Sub- 
lime Calling, as to take upon them to Preach the 
Doctrine of the Ever-blefled Trinity in a Prote- 
ſtant Country, and to live unanſwerably to ſo pure 
a Religion? Such a Thought as this would be ſuf- 
ficient to perſwade the World, That ſome of Ju- 
dass Off-ſpring are arriv d in Great Britain, to be- 
tray their Lord a ſecond time for a few pieces of 
Silver, or ſome other Worldly Advantages of the 
like nature. 

Indeed I would not for all that is moſt dear to 
me, have ſuch Perſons admitted to teach within 
the bounds of our Reform'd Church ; but if there 
be any (which God forbid) who are conſcious to 


"themſelves of not living up to the {trict Commands 
of the Goſpel, the Contents of which they pre- 


tend to Explain, I muſt take leave to declaim a- 


gainſt their vicious Practices, in plain Terms; nei- 


ther have I any regard to their particular Reſent- 
ments in this Cafe, ſince my Deſign is to declare 
the Truth with the utmoſt ſincerity of Heart with- 
out the leaſt reſerve, or reſpect to the ſeveral Sta- 
tions, and diſtinguiſhng Titles they bear in the. 
Church of God: Altho I always had, and ever 
ſhall have a great Vencration and Eſteem for the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, not upon account of their na- 
tural Indowments or Worldly Grandeur, but for 
their Holy and Vertuous Examples, which make 
them ſurpais others in luſtre and real worth, as 
much as a Diamond exceeds a Peeble. 

Therefore I would entreat all thoſe who are 
forc'd to plead guilty of theſe Miſdemeanours, at 


V the 
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the Bar of their own Conſcience, either to return 
with a true Contrition of Soul, and live up to the 
juſt and rcalonable Commands of God, or to for- 
bear the exerciſe of their Sacred Function, and ne- 
ver Preach the Goſpel for the future; in regard that 
it will be more tolerable for Judas Iſcariot in the 
Day of Judgment than for ſuch unworthy Mini- 
ſters : For that Unfortunate Miſcreant- was not 
long acquainted with Chriſt and his Holy Religi- 
on, but obſtinately adher'd to the firſt Principles 
he imbib'd by Education, not to believe in the 
Meſſiah, unleſs he appear'd in the World in great 
Pomp, ſurrounded on every {ide with numerous 
Guards of Angels, ſetting forth with their melo- 
dious Sounds, the Son of God to be come out of 
his Father's Kingdom, with all the ſplendour of his 
Glory, on purpoſe to ſave the Children of 1ſ-ae! 
from their Sins; and more eſpecially to make them 
a Mighty People above the reſt of the Nations of 
the Earth. This I (ay, may be brought as a great 
Argument, why Judas betray'd his Maſter, and 
there is yet more to be {aid to extenuate his Crime; 
he never went about to deceive the reſt of the Di- 
ſciples and Followers of Chriſt, by diſowning 

what he had donegalylo much as call'd himſelf an 
Apoſtle afterwar either did he preſume to 
Preach the Goſpel 8WMlonger, but own'd himſelf 
unworthy, bccauſe he had betray'd the Innocent; 
and brought again the thirty pieces of Silver, re- 
penting him of his former Treachery and baſe In- 
gratitude. 

But as for thoſe that pretend to Propagate the 
Goſpel, as the Ambaſſadours and Servants of Chriſt, 
nevertheleſs apparently betray him and his Religi- 

on by a ſcandalous Life, they can have no excuſe 
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a perfect Model of Holineſs, Humility and Patience 
to all Mankind, and in a more ſpecial manner, to 
thoſe that are ordain'd to publiſh the glad Tidings 
of Salvation, and to repreſent his Perſon upon all 
ſolemn Occaſions: I ſay, tis an unſufferable Affront 
put upon the Almighty, for ſuch Perſons to defile 
themſelves, or to ſtain their Reputation by any 
enormous Tranſgreſſions, ſuch as Pride, Vain-glo- 
ry, Hypocriſy, Self-conceitedneſs, Covetouſnels, 
Cenſoriouſneſs, Partiality, Idleneſs, Injuſtice, La- 
ſciviouſneſs and Gluttony ; or by living riotouſſy, 
being vain and fantaſtical in Apparel or looſe in 
Converſation,deſpiſing their poor Brethren though 


Good and Vertuous ; and applauding ſuch as are 


Great and Inlolent : 


Theſe are Offences ſo vile and heinous in the 
Miniſters of God, as would make a Heathen bluſh 1 
and cry out, That this is not the Goſpel of Chriſt ] 


that they Preach, or if it be, ſuch Men are no real 
Profeſſours of Chriſtianity, but only uſe it as a Ma- 


to plead at the Bar of his High Court of Juſtice: 
For they were born of Chriſtian Parents, and In- 
ſtrated from their Infancy to believe in a Meek 
and Humble Jeſus, who came into the World tobe 


riner does his Compaſs, whg..1s ready to ſteer to 


any Latitude or Port, for thoſe that give him the 
beſt Fraight. 3 


Certainly, there's nothing can be more deſtru- 


tive of the Proteſtant Religion and the Intereſt of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, than the bad Examples of its 
Miniſters ; as a certain Perſon expreſs'd himſelfve- 
ry appoſitely, in diſcourſing of the general decay 


of the Chriſtian Religion. Alaſs (faid he) ftrange | 
not at it ; for it will be ſo, till the Lives of its Teachs | 


ers are refin'd to their primitive Purity; for if Sin be 
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f ſuch a depraving Nature, as to ſtain the Reputati- 


on of an obſcure Perſon, and to make him of no eſteem 


before God or good Men, of what Reproach muſt it be to 


' - thoſe that preach the Law of the Lord and do not live 


conformably thereto 2 I ſhall here produce a remark- 


able Paſlage of a dying Man to the ſame purpoſe, 


which ought indeed, to be engrav d on the Pillars 


of every Church, as a ſtanding Record to future 


Ages. 


In the Year of our Lord 1680, one Mr. Leraine, 


Ihen he lay on his Death- bed, was deſirous to 


pentance and Faith in Chriſt, 


zhave the ſage Advice of a grave and vertuous 


Neighbour ; but ſome of his Friends objected a- 
gainſt it, telling him, he was not a fit Perſon to In- 


ſtruct him in this his laſt Extremity ; ſo that they 


thought it expedient to ſend for their Miniſter, 
who ſhould Pray, and abſolve liim from all his Sins: 
The poor languiſhing Patient hearing theſe Words, 
ſuddenly roſe dp in his Bed and ſaid, * Let him 
* come, let him come in his Maſter's Robes, and 
not transform himſelf in a deceitful Dreſs, ſo as 
* to appear like an Angel of God, with a Soul de- 
* fil'd and immers d in Sin. Whereupon the Rela- 
tions of this lick Gentleman not underſtanding his 


meaning immediately ſent for the Miniſter, who had 


no ſooner enter d the Room, but Mr. Leraine de- 
* manded, Who he was, and by whoſe Authority he 
* wore ſo noble a Dreſs ? Then hereturn'd this An- 


| wer, 1 am a Miniſter of Chriſt,ordain'd to Preach his 
Goſpel in order to ſave his People from their Sins; and 


this my Garb is appointed by the Church, as a Mark of 


dliſtindtiqn from the reſt of Mankind : Tam alſo come 


. as your Miniſter to examine your Life, reſolve your 


Doubts, and give you Abſolution upon jour true Re- 


© Be 


* 
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« Be not offended (reply'd Mr. Leraine) if Itel n 4 
© you the Truth, you can Diſcourſe like a found | 


Divine and Diſciple of the Ever · bleſſed Jeſus, but 
* you are no more ſuch an one in reality, than a 
£ loſt Soul contin'd in Darkneſs; ſince you know in 
your own Breaſt, that your bad Life isa plain con- 
« tradiftion to the Rules of Heaven: For you are 
© proud and vain, committing ſuch Sins in the ſight 
of God and Man, as are not to be excus d in a 
Pagan, and theſe your ill Examples have em- 
© bolden'd me to commit thoſe Sins, of which I 
am now aſham'd. I know you are come to Pray 
* with me, but I will haveno regard to your Pro- 
© ceedings:; for the Prayers of the Wicked are an 
« abomination to the Lord. Indeed I took delight 
in your Converſation, in the time of my Health, 
and waspleas'd with your Night-cabals ; but now 
'I abhor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes: and conjure 

* you as a dying Man to refrain from all your paſs d 
* Offences, and live up to the beſt Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, whoſe Prayers are Divine, whoſe Do- 
* trine is Sound, whoſe Government is Regular, 
© whole Ways of Worſhip are Reverent and not 
* preciſe. Afterwards, Mr. Leraine intreated his 
Friends to ſend for the Miniſter of the next Pariſh, 
affirming he was a Man, who liv'd up to the Ca- 
nons of ſo Holy a Church. 

This ſeaſonable Advice made ſo deep an Impref- 
fon on the Mind of the Miniſter firſt above- menti- 
on'd, that he could not forbear owning himſelf to 
be a vile and miſcrable Wretch, and look'd upon 
the ſevere Reprimand, as ordain' Aby God to bring 
him home to Chriſt; for from that Day to the 
Hour of his Death, he was never ſeen to Lau gh, 
or to commit a wilful Sin but as a faithful Se. 
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ward in God's Houſe, he continu'd to Preach the 
{ Word in Truth, and holineſs of Life; and would 
often ſay, with regret, How many Souls are now 
ruin d in Hell by the ill example of my former 11 
that otherwiſe might have been glorify'd Saints in He 
| ves! Perhaps it may not be improper here to re- 
mind you of, and make an Alluſion to that 
excellent Precept lately given the People of En- 
gland by King William III. of ever bleſſed Memory; 
for as that Wiſe and mighty Prince expreſs'd him- 
ſelf, Let there be no other diſtindtion heard amongſt 
you, for the future, but of thoſe that are for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; and 
of thoſe that mean a Popiſh Prince and the French 
Government. So I may ſay, Let there be no o- 
ther mark of diſtinction among the Clergy or 
«< Miniſters more eſpecially of the Reformed Reli- 
gion, for the time to come, but of thoſe that are 
© for the True Catholick Church of Chriſt, and a 
© Holy Life, and of thoſe who mean the Kingdom 
of Satan with his Tyrannical Oppreſſions, and 
© a looſe ſinful Converſation. | 
For let me tell you in plain Terms, a Turk or a 
Jew is not ſo great an Enemy to Chriſtianity, as a 
lewd and vicious Miniſter of the Goſpel ; and J. 
could willingly intreat all ſuch to quit the Gown, 
and inure themſelves to Heatheniſh Rites and Ce- 
remonies, or to be Circumcis'd for Fews or Maho- 
metans; ſince it is much more expedient, that ſuch 
Men ſhould renounce their Profeſſion, than keep 
on an ugly Vizard, which ſerves to no other pur- 
poſe but to ſcare poor deluded Souls from Chriſt, 
and to drive them into the Pit of Deſtruction. But 
to make the beſt of them, an unworthy Miniſter 
is no more a Guide to thoſe that travel through 
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the Wilderneſs of this ſinful World, than the 
North - ſtar is to a Mariner in a dark and gloomy 
Night, who would unavoidably ſuffer Shipwrack, 
if it were not for the help of his Compaſs, T here- 
fore I could heartily wiſh, That all ſuch notorious 
Offenders were ſpew'd out of the Church of God, 
of what Communion, or Denomination ſoever 
they may be, to take their portion with Hypo- 
crites and Unbelievers, and that this may be tranſ- 
mitted as an unqueſtionable Maxim to future Ages, 
That Chriſt's Kingdom and the Proteſtant Religion 
can never really flouriſh, or be reſtor'd to its pri- 
mitive Glory and Splendour, till a ſtricter Diſcipline 
be obſerv'd generally in the Church amongſt its 
Miniſters and Teachers, and in the two Unwerſi- 
ties of England, in particular, amongſt its Students 
and Profeſſours. 


CHA P. XXI. 


Remarks on the pure Doctrine and exemplary Lives of 
thoſe worthy Ambaſſadotrs of Chriſt, that live up to 


the excellent Rules of the Gojpel, and on the Hap- 
pineſs of this Nation in being guided in the way of 
Truth by many Reverend Paſtours, of the like admi- 


rable Indowment<s. 


Olineſs of Life and Converſation is abſolutely : 
requiſite and very commendable in all Chriſte; 

ians in a private Capacity, tho never ſo mean and 
obſcure; bur it ſhines with a greater Luſtre, in the? 


Perſons of thoſe that are ſeated in the Church 
of God: For they diſperſe their bright Beams of 
Vertue on the dark and cloudy Minds of thoſe that 
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ſit in the ſnadow of Death, and rouſe up their be- 
nighted drouſy Souls from the fatal Lethargy of 

Sin. Thus we may obſerve, It was the Holy Life 
of the Son of God, that open'd the blind Eyes, and 
deaf Ears of thoſe Unbelieving Jews, who after- 
wards became the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Diſciples 
and Followers of the Meck Jeſus; twas alſo the 
unblamable Lives of the fame Apoſtles, Evange- 
| lifts and Diſciples of Chriſt, which firſt Planted the 
| Goſpel in the dark Corners of the Earth: 'T was 
| the unſpotted Converſation of the Primitive Fa- 
thers and ſucceeding Paſtours of the Church,in the 
ſeveral Ages of it, hat made ſo many Millions of 
Souls embrace Chriſtianity, and live ſo inoffenſive- 
ly. as to chuſe to die rather than renounce their 
Faith ; and 'tis apparently the unblemiſh'd Repu- 
tation of a great number of able Divines and Mini- 
{ters of Chriſt's Church, who are living at this Day 
in Europe, which ſupports the drooping Spirits of 
many languiſhing Chriſtians that would ſoon faint 
away, and die by the infectious Corruptions of the 
Age, were it not for thoſe undaunted Meſſengers 
of Glad Tidings, who Preach the Goſpel of Peace 
with indefatigable Labour, and ſpend their Days 
in a ſteady Courſe of Religious Exerciſes. 

The Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, our 
beloved native Country are alſo more eſpecially 
bleſs'd with a plentiful Stock of eminent Paſtours, 
thoſe burning and (hining Lights of the firſt Ma- 
gnitude, thoſe tall Cedar: of Lebanon, that flouriſh 
in the Proteſtant Church like the Laurel-tree in a 
Fruitful Soil, ſpreading the branches of their Sound 
Doctrine and pious Example in every corner of the 
Land. Theſe are the genuine Sons of the Church, 
who make it their chief buſineſs to promote the 
& | ; F | Glory 
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Glory of the great God Jehovah by leading a ſo- 
ber, regular and ſtudious Life, and by compoſing 
ſuch Divine Lectures of Piety, Juſtice, Patience, 
Fortitude, the vanity of the World, the Joys of 
Heaven, the torments of Hell the great advantage of 
a good Conſcience &cC. as may be effectual for the 
bringing of their Chriſtian Auditors, by a plain and 
familiar method to the knowledge of all ſaving 
Truths: Theſe are they that generouſly deſpiſe 
the Riches of this World, as Demetrizs did, who 
being offer'd five Thouſand Crowns by the Roman 
Emperour Caligula, rejected the Propoſal with a 
Smile, as if ſuch a Summ of Money were ſo incon- 
ſiderable, that the refuſal of it did him no honour 
for nothing leſs ({aid he) than the Offer of his whole 
Empire, would have been a Temptation to have try d 
the firmneſs of my Vertue. In ſhort, theſe are they 
that act couſcienciouſly in all reſpects, performing 
theirDuty to God and Van, with Sincerity of Heart, 
ſo as never to amuſe their Thoughts either with | 
Hope, or Fear, but content themſelves with what 
ny have, and reſt ſatisfy' d in all conditions of 
Lite. 
I could alſo add farther, without incurring any 
imputation of vain glory or ſelf-conceitedneſs, | 
That no Man in my Station, ever had more intimate 
acquaintance and tamiliarity, with the learned Di- 
vines and Miniſters of the Goſpel than my ſelf: In- 
deed for above twenty Years, I have been ſo curi- 
, oully,inquilitive, as to make remarks on their Con- 
duct and Demeanour, both with reſpect to their 
moral Precepts and perſonal Examples; and I can. 
poſitively affirm, That many moſt Reverend Pre- 
lates of the Church of England are Holy in 
their Lives and Converſations, Orthodox and 
VV Sound 
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Sound in their Doctrine, charitable and courte- 
ous in their Diſpoſition and almoſt inimitable in 
their Humility and Meekneſs; fo that their Names 
may juſtly be inroll'd in the Calendar of the Primi- 
tive Diſciples ot Chriſt and Ancient Fathers of the 
Church. Beſides, this ſmall Tract would ſoon ex- 
ceed its due bounds, and even ſwell up to a huge 
Volume if I ſhould go about to record all their ad- 
mirable Proceedings, ſne wing, how prudently they 
manage the concerns of their reſpective Dio- 
ceſſes, and at the ſame time confuting all the fri- 
volous Objections which are brought againſt them 
by thoſe that make it their main buſineſs to cavil 
at every thing that is ſaid or done by their Teach- 

ers, without any reaſonable cauſe; paſſing a raſh 
Judgment and an unjuſt Cenſure upon all, for the 
Failings of ſome few, among that moſt Honourable 
Eſtate of the Realm. Neither can I (pare time to 
inlarge my Diſcourſe in particular on the excellent 
Qualities of a great number of worthy Divines 
who labour ſo ſuccesfully in the Vineyard of our 
eſtabliſh'd Church, and whoſe unſpotted Luſtre 
ſhines bright, in their ſeveral Orbs, from the 
Sphere of a Biſhop to that of a Deacon: Neithef 

have I an opportunity at preſent of ſhewing my 
charitable Inclinations ſo far, as to give a diſtinct 
Account of the exemplary Lives of many religious 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, who preach the Word in 
purity of Heart, to thoſe Congregations that de- 
cline conformity to the Church of Exgland, pure- 
ly out of the principles of a tender Conſcience and 
not thoſe of ill-natur'd Prejudice; ſo that for Bre- 
vity's ſake. I ſhall comprchend them, under one 
ſbort Article, and unite themall together, without 
any reſpect of Perions. | 1 
| For 
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For my Opinion is, That it will not be demand-- 
ed at the great and general Audit, of Accounts in 
in the Heavenly Court, What Name or Title 
we bore in the Church of God; that is to ſay, 
whether we were Arch-! iſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
Arch-deacons, Doctors, Prebends, Prieſts or Dea: 
cons? Or whether we preach'd in a conſecrated 
Church, or an obſcure Meeting-houſe, whether we 
were ordain'd by the Biſhop, or appointed to per- 
form the Sacred Functions by a Conſiſtory of Ho- 
ly and Judicious Miniſters, who after a ſtrict Ex- 
amination found us to be indu'd with the Spirit 
of Truth, and the gift of Preaching? But the main 
Queſtion will be, Who converted the greateſt 
number of Souls; who took pains moſt of all in 
their Studies and in the due exerciſe of fo ſub- 
lime an Office; who ſhew'd the beſt Preſidents 
and marks of a true Miniſter of Chriſt's Holy Ca- 
tholick Church; and who govern'd their particu- 
lar Province, or the Pcople committed to their 
charge with the moſt prudent Conduct, according 

to the Rules of the Chriſtian Religion ? I come 
now to ſhew, That there are many ſuch Divine 
Souls ordain'd by Chriſt, to preach the Commands 
of Heaven and to publiſh the glad tidings of the 
Goſpel of Peace, in this our Church Militant, and 
for my Reader's better Information, I ſhall repre- 
ſent them in a lively Scene; ſo as all good People 
may eaſily diſtinguiſh them from other pretended 
Ambaſſadours of the Son of God, by the follow ing 

culiar Marks and Characters. 

A Reverend and Pious Miniſter of the Holy and 
Ever - bleſſed Jeſus looks upon himſelf, as a Perſon 
commiſſion'd by the Soveraign Lord of Heaven and 
Earth to deliver a Meſſage o his People of the 
* g greateſt 
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greateſt Importance; upon which account he takes 
care, that his Demeanour be at all times, ſuch as 
becomes his Character, and to adorn his Soul with 
all the excellent Graces that are requiſite tor ſo no- 
ble a Calling: He has no deſign to tickle an itch- 
ing Ear, or to pleaſe an airy Fancy, with ſu- 

rfine Courtly Notions, that favour much more 
of Flattery than Divinity; but his chief aim is to 
affect tae Hearts and to reform the Lives of his Au- 
ditors, by railing their Deſires above the intoxi- 
cating Charms of Sin and fixing their moſt intenſe 
Thoughts on a Crucify d Jeſus : He expreſſes him- 
ſelf with that fervent Zeal and Affection, with 
that Gravity and Sedateneſs of Miad, which has 
a commanding Influence over the Paſſions of all 
that hear him, and is accompany'd with ſtrong 
Conviction ; fo that they muſt of neceſſity con- 
clude, he firmly believes what he lays down to be 
the Word of undoubted Truth. All his Diſcourſ- 
es tend to promote the growth and improvement 
of Chriſtian Graces, being curiouily intermix'd 
with ſolid Reflections on the ſhortneſs of Humane 
Life, the fleeting tranſitory State of ſublunary In- 
joyments, the future inconceivable Rewards of 
the Righteous and the intolerable Pains of the 
Damned, Gc. 
A Miniſter, that is indow'd with ſuch excellent 
Qualities, Strives to imitate his meek Lord and 
Maſter, to the utmoſt of his Power, ſo as never to 
rail at thoſe that cannot comply with his Opini- 
on in every Nicity, which may conſiſt more of 
Humour and Cuſtom, than of Religion and Duty: 
He judiciouſly obſerves, That none really diſſent 
from the eſtabliſh'd Church of God, but they that 
conſent to Sin: He is deſirous to be preferr'd inthe 
a": | | | Eccleft- 
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Eccleſiaſtical State; not out of a vain deſign, to 
Lord it over God's ſnheritance, and the Conſcien- 
ces of his Brethren, with lofty Pride; but out of a 
modeſt intention to advance the Intereſt of Religi- 
on, and to ſteer the courſe of the Church in its Pri- 
mitive Channel, by ſuſpending its looſe Profeſ- 
ſours, and ſupplying its Vacancies with learned and 
devout Chriſtian Paſtours: He aims not at high 
Things or abundance of Riches, but if they hap- 
pen to increaſe, he is thankful to the munificent 
Donour, and never ſets his Heart upon them. His 
Garb is plain but not preciſe ; his Wife neat but 
not gay; his Children ſweet and cleanly, but not 
gorgeouſly dad; his Houſe clean, but not nicely 
fine; and his Table cover'd with Plenty, but not 
with Superftluities. 24,54 
Moreover, ſuch a Worthy grave Miniſter, may 
at certain convenient Seaſons, innocently divert 
himſelf in verdant Groves and ſhady Walks, or 
ride abroad to take the freſh Air, without the leaſt 
diſhonour to God, or remorſe of Conſcience : He 
may alſo make a plentiful Proviſion for his Fami- 
ly, to the Second Generation, and yet not have his 
Name regiſter'd in the Liſt of the Covetous: He 
may refuſe admittance to ſome craving importunate 
Wants, and at the ſame time be full of Charity and 
Benevolence; he may be reſerv'd and ſomewhat 
auſtere, yet meek in Spirit and humble in Soul, 
he may aſlociate himſelf with the Great, and not 
deſpiſe the Converſation of the Mean, he is af- 
fable, free and pleaſant in Diſcourſe, and not vain 
in his Heart, nor idle in his Words; in regard, 
that he makesa right Judgment of all Things, and 
conſtantly keeps his Feet in the even paths of 
Truth: He takes a clear proſpect of the World, 


and 


—— 2 — —— x — —— — — 
” 


—__—_— — 
1 - 
- 


[ 302 ] 


and mes ba Objects as they really are in them- 
ſelves, without the uſe of a deceitful Perſpective- 
glaſs, which makes the Beholder fancy, the far- 
ther Hills to be near at hand, or a cloſe Mark, to 
be almoſt beyond his ſight: He endeavours to car- 
ry on a continual Series of Good Works, and in 


due time, retires to his Library, there to ſpend a 
few Hours, in reading the holy Lives of the Pri- 


mitive Saints, or a ſound Diſcourſe Compos d by 
ſome Inſpir' d Writer : When this Duty 1s over, 
he diligently Studies thoſe Heavenly Leſſons, and 
contrives the beſt means for reducing them into 
Practice; afterwards he enters into his private Clo- 
ſet, and there pours out his Soul to God in fer- 


vent Prayer, uſing ſome ſuch affectionate Lan- 


uage as this: 
O thou Bleſſed Jeſus, who did'ſt hang on a 

* tormenting Croſs for me, and did'{t cry out to thy 
© Father, in creme: anguiſh of Spirit, with a bit- 
ter dying Groan, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
* forſaken me 2 In "Ike manner Lord, I make my 
* moat} to-*thee, in a time when thou may'ſt be 
* found. O my dear Redeemer, what Wounds 
* were made 1n thy precious Hands and Feet, how 
was thy refplendent Face beſmear'd with a Sweat 
of great Drops vi Bloud in thy Agony in the Gar- 
« den : ; and all for the Tranſgreſfions of frail pol- 


© Juted Mankind! O thou Son of the Ever-ltving 
God, what Honour ſha!! 7 aicribe, or what Re- 


© turns {hall I make to Thee, for the innumerable 
Bleſſings and Favours of Life, but more eſpecial- 


5 ly for advancing me to a Station in thy Church, 


* which is more fit for an Angel of Light, than a 
poor ſinful Mortal? How ſhall I be able to dif- 
charge the ſeveral Duties incumbent on a Maniſter 


of 


2 
L 303 |] 
of thy Goſpel, or to Convert thoſe Souls that are 
committed to my Care? I know my ſelf to be al- 
together unworthy of bearing the Name of a pri- 
vate Chriſtian, much leſs the glorious Character of 
© being one of thy Ambaſſadours; but this is my 
« ſupport in attending at thy Altar; that I ſhall be in- 
ſpir d from time, to time with the Wiſdom that flows 
from above, and which thou haſt promis d to all 
thoſe who Preach the Word in Truth and Inte- 
* grity of Heart. O Lord, let the Souls of thy Peo- 
ple under my Tuition, be precious in thy ſight, 
and make me ſuch a careful Shepherd, as to let 
none of them go aſtray, through my neglect; in- 
cloſe them all within thy Fold, and let my Life 
be {> inoſtenſive, that no part of it may raiſe a 
scandal or caſt an Aſperſion upon thy 8.ighteous 
© Laws; may I value them at ſo high a rate, as ne- 
ver to forſake my dear Flock, to the laſt Gaſpof 
© Breath for any Preterments or Revenues. in the 
* Church, 17188 
Atter theſe or the like Divine Breathingꝭ the pi- 
ous Paſtour cheerfully ſets about his Wo each- 
ing upon all Occaſions in the Publick Aſſemblies, 
re:ieving the Wants ot the Poor, viſiting the Sick, 
comforting the Diſtreſſed, reſoiving the Doubts of 
the >crupulous, confutiug the Captious, reproving 
the Vicious, encouraging the Devout, and exhort- 
ing th&baithtul ; beſides that at all vacant Hours, 
he diligem ly inquires how the Caſe ſtands between 
God and the Souls of his Pariſhioners, or other 
Hearers. This is the exact Model of the Life and 
Converſation of a finccre worthy Miniſter of the 
Goſpel that carefully lives up to the Rules of his 
Sacred Profeſſion, and tis to be hop'd, there is a 
great number of ſuch in the True Catholick and 


5 Apoſto- 
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Apoſtolick Church, particularly in that part of it 
which is planted in theſe our beloved Territories 
of Great Britain and Ireland. | thy 
This was the Practice of the Holy Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, a ſhort abſtract of whoſe Lives I have 
already produc'd, and for the farther benefit of the 
well-diſpoſed Reader, I ſhall make it appear, That 
in all Ages of the Church, there were ſuch eminent 
Teachers, whoſe admirable Indowments I have 
been deſcribing: Otherwiſe the true Religion could 
not have encreas d, and at laſt generally prevail d 
under ſo violent and numerous Perſecutions; in- 
ſomuch that the total Summ of noble Combatants 


in that bloudy Field, amounts to many Millions of 


Perſons that have generouſly laid down their Lives 
in the honourable Bed of Martyrdom, for the main- 
' taining of ſo glorious a Cauſe, ever ſince the Birth 
of our Lord; and to our great joy, we now ſee a 
great part of Europe, ready to ſtand up in defence 
of the Truth, and the Proteſtant Intereſt, tho' not 
with that vigorous Zeal, which was viſible in for- 
mer Times. The truth of what has been deliver'd, 
will be more fully evident to all thoſe that ſhall 
give themſelves the trouble to peruſe the following 
Account of the Lives and Deaths of many of the 
Ancient Fathers of the Church, and of ſome Mo- 
dern Divines, whoſe tranſcendent Examples ought 
to bea Preſident for all thoſe that take upon them 
the Miniſterial Function, and all other Chriſtians 
whatſoever, in the preſent and ſucceeding Ages. 


CHAP. 


995) 
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An Abſtra# of the Liver nd Deaths of many of the 

\ Ancient Fathers as alſo of ſeveral other eminent : 
Divines and Reformery of the Church, with an 
Account of their memarable Sayings. 


. ; 4 
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ud sd. The Life of St. Ignatius. | 


__— ode 5 en | * 
NT, Jenatius was born twelve Years before the 
'Y Death. of Chriſt; and had the honour to ſee 
the Son of God in the Fleſh: Tis ſuppos'd, he was | 
one of thoſe little Ones, that our Saviour com- 
manded his Diſciples to ſuffer to come unto him; 
nay ſome proceed ſo far as to affirm this Saint in 
his Minority to be the ſame Child, whom. dur Blef- 
ſed Lord ſet in the midſt of them, when they con- a 
tended about Superigrity. Howeyer ic be, dis cer 
tain he was endu'd with a more than ee 
tion of the Divine Spirit, and ſucceeded St. Peter 
in the Government of the Church, where he Pro- 
pagated the Goſpel with, an unweary'd Diligence, 
converting many to and confirming many in the 
Chriſtian Faith: But the, Malice of the Enemies 
the Truth was ſo great, that they ſeiz d on thi 
Holy Man, and convey'd bim through 4% to 
Rome, under he Grand of a Band of Soldiers, 
whom he call'd Leopards: for the mare he work d 
tor their good, the more barbarouſly they treated 
him; nevertheleſs. hecontinu'd to Preach on the 
Road, and to exhort the People to be ſtrong in the 
Power of God, magnanimouſly uttering theſe words, 
Let Fire, Croſs, breaking of my Bones, quarteting of 
ee e of ee 
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that Men and Devils can invent, befall me, ſo that I 


may enjoy my Lord Jeſws. . / | 
When the Day of his Martyrdom was come, he 


couragiouſly faid, T an Goll: Corn, when the wild 


have round me 10 powder with their Teeth, EF; 
be his White-bread:He ſuffer dMartyrdom under 
the Emperour Trajan, in the Eleventh Year of his 


Reign A. C. 102 being (as many of the Ancients _ 
affirm) torn in pieces by wild Beafts, in the Publick # 


Theater at Rome, to make th Tyrant Sport, be- 
cauſe he Had taken too much liberty in reprovi 
Enya One of his uſual Sayings Was, 5 
10 rei; 4 ; meaning either Chriſt the Obj 
of his Love, of that his darling Sins and Affecti- 
to ihe World Cons d; he alſo declar d, 
at hs þ Fheld he Lord = An His Reſurrection, 
before 1155 , and us d to ay, There is no- 
thing better! 125 the peace of 4 Food Confeitnee With 
reſpe& to the Duty of Partnrs, he inſiſted, That 
they onght fo 7 theſe three things to their Chil- 
dren, VIz. Correction, Ad munition and Vyſtruction, 
hoth in ane Arts and Goodworks, all which pre- 
E them 175 Illenefs and Folh, 1ndnue them with 


iſdom, and teach them Subjeckion and Obedience to 
heir 21 Another of his golden Expreſſions 
hat Grace which fi flows from the Bleſſed Spirit 


| of G54 makes the Soul like 4 Fountain, whoſe Ma- 


ter js pure, wholſome and clear; for Grace beantifies, 


| dl anſe 5 and j cures the whole Man, 


* 


v 8 N Life of Polycarp. 


carp was Diſcip le to st. Jobn, and Biſhop of 
50% inna ʒ Tis corded in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 


. That as He was going on a certain Day, with 


& * i ” 
** " 
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N . 
St. John to a Bath ares he eſpy d Cerinthus 
the Heretick in it, and cry d out, Let as ſpeedily de- 
part from hence leſt the Bath wherein the Lord's Ad- 
verſary is ſhould fall upon as. The Enemies of the 
Church us d to purſue him from one Village to an- 
other, till at laſt having Preach'd the Goſpel ma- 
ny Years, he was unhappily betray d by a Youth, * 
who diſcover'd the Place of his abode. However 
he had timely notice, that the barbarous Crew was 
coming to Apprehend him, and might have eſcap'd 
their Fury ; but he continu d to make devout Pray- 
ers Day and Night, and refus d to hearken to te 
Perſwaſions of his Friends; ſaying, The Will of the 
Lord be done.No ſooner was the Houſe ſurrounded, 
but he came down to his Enemies, and told them, 
he was the Man they ſought ; whereupon ſeveral % 
Perſons of the Party, beholding his Gravity and 
the cheerful Air of his Countenance, repented of 
their being imploy d in fo ill a piece of Service: 
Then the good Biſhop invited them in, and or- 
. der'd Meat to be ſet before them; only requeſting .; 
the Favour to be allow'd an Hour's time to pray in 
private, which was accordingly granted ; but the 
fervency of his Prayer was ſo great that many of 
his Perſecuters having obſerv'd it, could not re- 
frain Weeping, and own'd, he was a good Man, 
The Night before this holy Biſhop was betray'd,. 
he had a Viſion, and fancy'd the Pillows under his 
Head were conſum d to Aſhes; ſo that from that 
very inſtant he told his Friends, The time of his 
Departure was at hand. When he was brought 
before the Proconſul, and ask d Whether he'was 
Pal pcarp or not? he reſolutely anſwer d, that e 
was: Whereupon he was 1 44 to deny Chriſt 
and Swear by the Emperour; but he reply Þ 


n 
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have ſerv'd Chriſt theſe exghty ſox Tears, who has not 
once hurt me, and ſhall 7 nom forſale him? The 
Proconſul urg d, there were Beaſts prepar d to de- 
vour him; he made Anſwer, Bring them, I am rea- 
ay; then the former inſiſting, he ſbonld be tamd in 
the Flames; the holy Father reply d, Lon threaten 
ne with Fire, which ſhall laſt but an Hour, and is 
ſoon quench'd, but you are ignorant of the Everlaſting 
Fire at the Day of Judgment, and of thoſe endleſs 
Torments which are reſerv'd for the Wicked ; but why 
delay jon? Appoint me what Death you pleaſe: The 
Proconſul hearing theſe Words, was amaz d at his 
Courage, and commanded the Cryer to proclaim 
him a Chriſtian in the midſt of the Theater; but 
this did not appeaſe the Fury of his Enemies, who 
thirſted after his Blond, and hurry'd him away, 
crying out, with loud Acclamations, This is the 
Doctor of Aſia, this js the Father of the Chriſtians, 
this is the Contemner of our Gods. © ' 
Thus the mercileſs Rabb'e drove him in a Cha- 
riot ſo furioutly, that they broke one of his Legs, 
and others ran to fetch Wood to erect a Pile. The 
Man of God put off his Clothes at the Place of Ex- 
ecution, being aſſiſted by the faithful Chriſtians 
that came to take their laſt Farewel of him, and 
ſtrove to touch his Body, as accounting it no {mail 
Honour: As ſoon as he was ſtript, his Enemies 
offer d to nail him to the Stake; hut he deſir'd 
them to forbear, ſaying, Suſſer 1. ken as I am, 
for he that has given me ſtrength to come to this Fire, 
will alſo give me Patience to continue therein, without 
your faſtening me with Nails : In the mean while, 
ne put up his Prayers to Heaven, with great arden- 


. cy of Affection; giving all Laud and Praiſe to God, 


that he had been pleas d to bring himto ſuch a End; 


* 
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* by which means he knew the Lord accounted him 


W 


worthy to ſuffer for his Name's ſake. Then the 
Executioner kindled the Fire, which ſeem d to 
burn with great vehemency, nevertheleſs it bent 
arch-wiſe, and did not touch his Body but / ſent 
forth a moſt fragrant Smell, as it were of ſweet O- 
dourstand Perfumes : Whereupon the Multitude 
being extremely inrag d took a Spear and run it 
through his Body, out of which flow'd ſtreams 
of Bloud thatquench'd the Fire; to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the Beholdè d. 1112 

This holy Martyr dy'd 4A. C. 170, and utter d 
the following Prayer, in the midſt of the Flames: 

O God the Father of thy beloved Son jeſus 
* Chriſt, through whom we have receiv'd the 
'* knowledge of Thee, O God, the Creatour of all 
*Things, upon Thee I call, I confeſs Thee to be 
* the True God; I glorife Thee, O Lord: Receive 
me, I beſeech Thee, and make me a partakerof 
the Reſurrection of thy Saints, through the Me- 
* rits of our great High Prieſt, thy beloved Son Je- 
* ſus Chriſt, to whom with the Father, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory for 
ever. Amen. i 


The Life of Dionyſius Areopagita. ? 


N Ionyſius or Denis the Areopagite, was a. Native 

7 of the City of Athens in Greece deſcended of 
Noble Anceſtours, and attain'd to great sk ill in the 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. During his abode at He- 
Liopolis, he obſerv'd the general Eclipſe of the Syn, 
which happen'd at our Saviour's Paſſion, and cry'd 
out with Amazement, Either the God of Nature nom 
ſuffers, or the frame of the World fhall be diſſolved 
and to another Perſon he ing God OY he 


/ 
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Fleſh does ſuffer, for whoſe ſake the Univerſe is cover d 
with thick darkzeſs. At that time he was a Heathen 
but not long after, was converted by St. Paul, who 
was accus d before him for preaching the Goſpel ; 
be being then one of the 9 of the Supreme 
Court for the Tryal of Malefactors held at Areopa- 
gus, or Mars-hill, a Village near Athens. After- 
wards, he having openly profeſs d Chriſtianity, 
St. Paul made him Paſtour of the Church of the 
ſame City; where his Preaching was ſo powerful, 
that he caus d many to imbrace the true Religion. 
From thence he went to Fraxce, and brought o- 
ver a great number of the Nobility and others to 
the Faith of Chriſt; inſomuch that the Idolatrous 
Prieſts being incens d at his Proceedings, hir d a 
Band of Ruffians to aſſaſſinate him: But upon their 
approach, they beheld ſo radiant a Luſtre darting 
* from his Face, that ſome of them ran away with 
# trembling and aſtoniſhment, and they that ſtay d 
were (cizd with a Panick Fear, ſo that they were 


$ not able to do himany Hurt. However, the Malice 
of his other Enemies was ſo outragious, that at 
# laſt, having found means to arreſt his Perſon, they 
4 caus'd him to be beaten with many Stripes, and to 
be beheaded on the top of a Hill without the City 
of. Paris, where on his bended Knees he cry'd out 
and ſaid, Lord God Almighty, thou only begotten 
i Sor: and tooly Spirit; O Sacred Trinity, which art 
wit bout ning, and in whom there is no Diviſcon, 
receive i of thy Servant in peace, who is put to 
Death fon I Cauſe and Goſpel. Then he meekly 
vielded up his Head to the cruel ſtrokes of his Mur- 
derers; ſuffering under the Emperour Adrian in 
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che g6th Year of our Lord, and in the 110th of 8 


His Converſion was occaſion d by reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and diligently weighing the ſenſe of 
them, which he accounted fo much his Duty, that 
he ſpent Day and Night in Reading, Expounding, 
d getting moſt part of them by Heart, even fo 
exactly as to W every Period; his conſtant 
cuſtom was allo to pray thrice a Day, vz. at the 
Third, Sixth and Ninth Hours. This great Man at- 
tain d to the 63 Tear of his Age and dy d in peace 
A. C. 202. He us d to ſay of Repentance, If thow 
beeſt backward in thoughts of Repentance,be forward in 
thoughts of Hell ; the burning flames of which, only 
the ſtreams of. a penitent Eye can extinguiſh : Of Sa- 
tans Power, If the Devils without Chriſt's leave, had 
no power over the Gadarenes Swine, much 1 have | 
they power over God's own Sheep Of Faith, We ſhould 1 
not try Mens Faith by their Perſons, but their Perſons } 
by their Faith : Of forgiving Offences, It is in 
ain to come «to the God of Peace, or to pray for the 
remiſſion of our Sins, without forgiving others; we | 
muſt not come to make an Atonement with God at his 
Altar, before we have made a reconciliation with } 
our Brother in our heart. Another of his uſual Say- 
ings was, That Lawyers Gowns burt the Common- | 
wealth, as much as Soldiers Lelavets., © 


— 


The Life of Clemens Alexandrinus. 17 


COme are of Opinion, That Clemens Alexandris | 
8 nus was an Athenian by Birth; but tis certain 
he was a Diſciple of Pantænus, and after his death, 
Miſter of the Catechiſts: He flouriſh'd under the 
Emperours Commodus and Severus and was ordaitn'd | 
Presbyter at Alexandria, where he was very ſuc] 
cel5ful in his Preaching and brought over many 1 | 
. 0 % : " ; e 
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the Chriſtian Faith: He was an excellent Hiſtorian 
and a great Confuter of Hereſies: Photinus, ſpeak- 
ing of ſome of his Works, whieh are ſtill extant, 
ſays, The ſtyle i] hos and riſes up to a certain Ma- 
Jeſty join'd with ſweetneſs, containing much Learning 
ſet offf with comely Ornamente. This Reverend Fa- 
ther us'd to ſay, They that adorn themſelves with Gold, 
and think themſelves better d thereby, are worſe than 
Gold, and no Lords of it, as all that have it ought 
to be; out of the depth and bowels of the Earth, God 
has diſcover d Gold to Men; but they have made it the 
occaſiom of Miſchief and Witkedms + Gold to may 

is much dearer than their Faith and Honeſty, and the 
love of it makes many ſo covetous, as if they were to 
live here for ever; Avarice is not the Vice of Gold, 


but of Men that uſe it wickedly, or to ill purpoſes. 
IRA The Life of Origen. 


kigen was born of Chriſtian Parents, and 
Scholar to Clemens Alexandrinus: He was 
ſo ſtudious as even to Read at his Meals, whence 
it was ſaid, Origer's whole Life was a continu d Stu- 
| dy, and that his Wit was ſo pregnant, that he was ca- 
S pable of learning all things. He never affected Wealth, 
but contented himſelf with a mean condition of 
| Life; inſomuch, that after having left off the Pro- 

feſſion of Grammar, he ſold his Library to a Friend 


\ 


_ SS 


** 


good Succeſs: He was alſo invited to Antioch by 


nites, and wrote a Treatiſe againſt thoſe Hereticks, 
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who was taken up for the Profeſſion of Chri- 


ſtianity, but being hinder d by ſome of his Relati- } 
ons, he wrote an excellent Letter to ex hort him to 
be faithful to the Death, and not to change his Re- 
ligion; nay, he had certainly made himſelf a Pat- 
tern to his Father in ſuffering Martyrdom, had not 
his Mother prevented him, by taking- away his 
Clothes in the Night. 1 10 % C28. 
When his Father was beheaded, and all his E- 
{tate confiſcated, his Mother and five Brothers be- 
ing reduc'd to extreme Penury, he main: ain d them 

by his Induſtry in keeping a Grammar- School: Af- 
terwards he read Divinity-Lectures at Alexandria, 
and was choſen Catechiſt there; the Functions of 
which Office he perform'd for a long-time, with 
general Applauſe and great Renown; but to avoid 
Scandal upon account of ſeveral Virgins that came 
to hear him, he made himſelf an Eunuch for the 
Kingdom of Heaven's ſake, and was frequent in 
Watchings and Faſtings for the mortifying of his 
Paſſions. In proceſsof time he was Ordain d Preſ- 
byter, and became ſo Eminent a Preacher, that he 
incurr'd the Envy of Demetrius, Biſhop of Alexan- 
dria, who publcikly made Reilections on his Con- 
duct, and eſpecially upbraided him with the in- 
conſiderate Act of diſmembring himſelf; iuſomuch 
that Origen being forc'd to leave that City, retir'd 
to Cæſarea of Paleſtine, where he Taught with 


Mammaa, the Mother of the Emperour Alexander 
Severus, whoentertain'd him honourably, and diſ- 
miſs'd him with a great deal of reſpect: He reco-! 
ver'd St. Ambroſe from the Errour of the Marcio- 


as alſo againſt (elſus, both which are (till extani 
Te 


. To conclude, the Learned Eraſmur gives us this 
Character of Origen, That he was a Man, whom nei- 
ther auſterity of Life, nor perpetual. Labours, nor ex- 
treme Poverty, nor the ſubtil devices of the Wicked; 
nor the terrour of Puniſuments, nor even Death it ſelf 
could a whit diſplace or remove. In the Seventh Perſe- 
cution under the Emperour Decius A. C. 220, or 
225 according to others, this great Chriſtian Heroe 
ſufter'd dreadful Torments, baving his Neck load- 
 £d'with a huge Iron-chain, and his Feet ſet in a 
pair of Stocks ſtretch d four Paces wide; neverthe- 
leſs heretain'd his wonted Valour and Conſtancy 
to the laſt Gaſp, and expir'd in the midſt of thoſe 
cruel Tortures in the 7oth Year of his Age. His 
molt remarkable Sayings were theſe, viz. That God's 
Providence ordains all Things for ſome wife End and 


purpoſe - That be made not Malice, and thongh he can 


reſtrain it, yet he will not ʒ for if Malice were not Ver- 
tue would want a contrary, and ſo could not ſhine ſo 
clear : Thus the Malice of Joſeph's Brethren was the 
team by. which God 'brought about many admirable 
| Works of hit Providence. | 


. The Life of §. Cyprian. 


t. Cyprian was a Native of Carthage in Africa 
8 and born of Heathen Parents, who took much 
care of his Education, and caus d him to be bred 
up to great Learning. His Converſion was effected 
by going out of Curioſity to bear a certain godly 
Miniſter named Cæcilius, whom he afterwards ſtyld 
Ibe Father of his Chriſtian Life; for at that very 
Inſtant, God wrought ſo powerfully on his Soul, 
as to bring him home to himſelf, and made him a 
mighty Inſtrument for the Propagating of tit Go- 


EE ſpel 


ſpel in thoſe Parts. As ſoon as he was initiated 
in the myſteries of Chriſtianity, he diſtributed all 
his Eſtate to the Poor, and inur d himſelf to con- 
tinency and Mortification, ſaying, That then his 
Heart mould be truly fit to come to the full caparity 
the Truth, if once he could trample Concnpr- 
cence. &c. He was undaunted in the greateſt Perils, 
ſo as never to be mov'd by his Wife's Diſſwaſions 
nor terrify d by the World's Frowns or the Malice 
of his Enemies ; his Conduct and demeanour were 
ſuch, that it was hard to ſay whether he was 
more loy'd or rever'd by thoſe that were under his 
Juriſdiction. + | W 
A ſharp but ſhort Perſecution ariſing under De- 
cies, St. Gyn was foro d to make his eſcape; but 
the Stormbeing over, he renew d his Paſtoral Vigh 
lance at Carthage; where during a Peſtilence, he 
ſhew'd a great deal of Piety and Charity, comfort- 
ing ſome, relieving the Wants of others, and ex- 
_ citing others to ſupply their Neceſſities: However 
the Proconſul envying his Authority with the Pe» 
ple, commanded him to depart, which-Order he 
 obey'd; yet return'd the next Year, upon the 
Death of that Governour : But the ſucceeding Pro- 
conſul having receiv d an expreſs Command from 
the Emperour to put him to Death, acquainted 
him with it; whereupon he joyfully reply'd,” D 
whatever ſhall be in jour pomer. Being come to the 
Place of Execution at the Day appointed, he put 
off his Clothes and gave them to his Deacons, bid- 
ding em give the Executioner Twenty five pieces 
of Gold, tor the kindneſs he was to do him, and 
declaring he freely forgave him: Then pulling a 
Vail over his Eyes, he kneeld down and had his © 
lead cut off inthe 7oth Lear of his Age, A. C 25. 
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This Reverend Father of the Church, usd to 

ſay of Charity, Let not that Heep in thy Treaſury, 
which may be profitable to the Poor + Of the Heart 
and Tongue, Iwo things never grow old in Man, 
viz. the Heart ever imagining nem Cogitations, and 
the Tongue ever uttering the vain Conception of the 
Heart: Of Charity, That which 4 Man muſt- of ne- 
cejjuty part with at ſome time, "tis Wiſdom for him to 
diſtribute it, Jo'that God may everlaſtingly reward 
him Of Integrity, There can be no Integrity, in 
regard that they who ſhould condemn the Wicked, are 
ever Wronging, and they only that ſhould be condemm'd 
are ever preſent : Of Pride, Women that pride them- 
ſelues in Silk and Purple, know not how to put on 
the Lord Jejus Chriſt; again, They that Colour their 


l Locks with Yellow and Red, begin betimes to pro- 


gnoſticate, of what Colour their Hair ſpall be in Hell; 
again, They who paint their Bodies otherwiſe in this 
World, than God Created them, may juſtly fear, that 
at the ReſurreFion their Creatour will not know them: 
Of Alms-deeds, He that gives an Alus to the Poor, 
offers a ſweet-ſmelling Sacrifice to God: Of Injuries, 
All Injuries of preſent Evils are to be ſlighted for the 
bope of good Things to come. Of Vertue, To ſet out 
Vertue in Words, and by Deeds to deſtroy it is no- 
thing worth. * Ba 

Moreover he was us d to ſay, Twelve Abſurdi- 
ties are chiefly obſervable in Humane Life, viz. 4 
Wiſe Man without good Works, an Old Man without 
Religion, a Young Man without Obedience, a Rich 
Man without Alms, a Woman without Shame fac d- 
meſs, a Guide without Vertne, a contentions Chriſti- 


an, a poor Man that is proud, a King that is unjuſt, a 


Biſhop that is negligent, People without Diſcipline, 
and Subjets without Laws. St. Cyprian wrote ma- 
8 | oy 
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n nent Works moſt of whiG are ſtill extant 
20d Ges the reſt a remarkable Epiſtle to the 
Members of the afflicted Church, aſſuring them 
that the true Cauſe of their Petfecntion. 
from theDiviſions and Diſcords among themlelves 
For (how ſays he) car you imagine, but your Ene- 
niet will get advantage over you, when you eglelf 
the Precepty of God, and run beadlo into 
Errourr; wounding ede other, by Sehiſm in the 
ure hel; therefore a from the 5 — of Jour 
Hearts, and God u ' repent him the Evil he in- 
tends tv aſſtid you Withal. An Adinonition which 
may well be given to the divided People of Ex- 
glam who ruin themſelves by thiir Difſenfions and 
= Tae about 55818 N 
will 
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hw was 1411 mous Profeſſour of AI 
| at Sera a Town of Africa, and flouriſt'd un- 

der the Emperour Diocleſian det ween A. C. 300 and 
330. Upon his Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith, 
be apply d himfelf to certain Biſhops, earneſtly 
deſiring to be admitted to Baptiſm and the 
munion of the Church; but they fearing teſt 

Man that was puff d up with ale La 
who had ehe o eir Doctrine, (i 
make à mock of oppor rejected his Petition: 1 
Whereupon be eſented thein with thoſę Froel- 
lent Volumes of iſputations againſt the He 
il Superſtitions, Gin are ſtil 3 and 

receiv'd with great Joy. He us d to ſa 125 
fecution brings Death in one Hand, ant 1 he' 
other, for w HR Ht Body rent 4. 
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This Reverend Father of the Church, usd to 


ſay of Charity, Let not that Heep in thy Treaſury, 
which may he profitable to the Por. Of the Heart 
and Tongue, Iwo things never grom old in | Man, 


VIZ. the Heart ever imagining nem Cogitations, and 
the Tongue ever uttering the vain Conception of he 


Heart: Of Charity, That which a Man muſt-of ne- 
celſity part with at ſome time, tir Wiſdom for him to 
dliſtribute it, Jo'that God may everlaſtingly reward 
him Of Integrity, There can be no Integrity, in 
regard that they who ſhould condemn the Wicked, are 
ever Wronging, and they only that ſhould be condemm'd 
are ever preſent : Of Pride, Women that pride them- 
ſelves in Silk and Purple, knew not how to put on 
the Lord Jejus Chriſt; again, They that Colour their 
| Locks with Yellow and Red, begin betimes to pro- 
gnoſticate, of what Colour their Hair ſhall be in Hell; 
again, They who paint their Bodies otherwiſe in this 


World, than God Created them, may juſtly fear, that 


at the ReſurreFion their Creatour will not know them: 
Of Alms-deeds; He that gives an Alns to the Poor, 
offers a ſweet-ſmelling Sacrifice toGod : Of Injuries, 
All Injuries of preſent Evils are to be ſlighted for the 
bope of good Things to come. Of Vertue, To ſet out 
Vertue in Words, and by Deeds to deſtroy it is no- 
thing worth. 332-0 24 1 

© \ Moreover he was us d to ſay, Twelve Abſurdi- 
ties are chiefly obſervable in Humane Life, VIZ. 4 
Wiſe Mun without good Works, an Old Man without 
Religion, a Young Man without Obedience, a Rich 
Man without Alms, a Woman without Shame fac d- 
meſs, a Guide without Vertne, a contentious Chriſti- 
An, a poor Man that 14 proud, 4 King that is unjujt, a 
Biſhop that is negligent, People without Diſcipline, 
and Subjets without Laws. St. Cyprian wrote ma- 
+ | ny 
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iy een Wots mol of whiliiue nm eitee 
and among the reſt a remarkable Epiſtle to the 
Members of the afflicted Church, aſſuring them 
that the true Cauſe of their Petfecation. 
from the Diviſions and Diſcords among 


to the divided —.— of Ex- 
enſions and 


FA Rt dcs a Town of Africa, and flouriſtf'd un- 
der the Emperour Diocleſſan between A. C. 300 nd 
330. Upon his Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith, 
he apply d himfelf to certain Biſhops, earneſtly 
deſiring to be admitted to Baptiſm and the 

munion f the Church; but they fearing Teſt 

Mam that was puff d up with ſerular Learning, at 

ho had hitherto oppos d their Doctrine, i 
make à mock of both, rejected his Petition: 
Whereupon he 8 them with thoſe gxeels 
lent Volumes of Difputations againſt the Heatly 
iſh Superſtitions, which are ſtiff extant, and 
receiv d vich en Joy. He us'd to fay, N % 
d Lift i 


ſecution brings Death in one Hand, and Life im thy 
other, for whilſt it kilts the Body it crowns the Soul, > 


Y The 
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Loye = & bior eee of that Name, was 
Map of cxtraordigary, Learning, and of an obli- 
See aviguns Plunge that the Em- 
ray " Conſtantiye the Great d > wa; That he 1m 
- aporthy, 10 hag Buſhep..c21 only, of uns City, but af. 
whale 3 Ire Hel 0 bin for 
„E SPE nd St, Jerome ſtyles him, 
umpet of Romap 52 oi le Was alſo indu d 
ildomiand'E ore-light, as it 2 9 100 


8 Works, ome of 2 5 are, | 
| t many 1 been tran ſmitted 0 Poſterity, a 


ſtill continue in our Poſſeſſion. He liv d to a — 
| old Age, for tha moſt part in peace and tranquillity 
of Mind, and dy'd A.C. 340. One of his uſual Say- 


1 Lhat 'Maſesmrate the Old bare 4 a 
Jubla Saves, but Chriſt W 6 22d perfe 
Fer ef, the New ache on (wing Soul- 
ni n 10 ad: 7 85 
ö viſtams2 2401 4 Life 1 Lecken, Ait 2 
6 100) 95+ o_ Lal 0 
he: e KHIGHUS ge by Ng was 
malt. 125 1 d. Tutor to Criſp the 
Emperour Couflantine the Great. St, er pur 
en Thatchg flowd ag it were with Eloquence, 
Se Ty ſiy f5wſelf.., He was a Man of 
and autain dio, great Knowledge both 
i He wrote many famous Tr Fi 
us 12 of Which are (till; extant, and, pj art 
RY the oſpel 1 in the mi [i 15 heres al 
e «fully. prefer d. and e n 1 To 
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tuyrdom in his time: He was far from ſeeking after 
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1 3thd (asfeime 2 To 
ed and fifty thbuſand Chriſtians ſuffer d Mar- 
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Riches, and of a generous liberal Diſpoſition, di- 
ſtributing what he gain d NR to ſuch as 
were in want, He us'd to That Godlineſs al- 
. inriches the Poſeſour's be dy d A. C. 308. 


The Life of St. Athanafivs, igel 
QT. A ee „vu both at ee in Ben 1 
Religious — and being brought up in all 
ſorts of 9 Learning, was choſen Bichon of 
that See, which he poſſeſs d for the ſpace of Forty 
ſix Tears, val iantly maintaininigithe Cauſe of the 
Orthodox, againſt the Ariant his implacable Ene- 
mies; inſomuch, that Gregory Nazzenzen ſty les 
him, "The great Trumpet and Pillar of the Church, and 
— The Bulwatkof Truths But hei met with © 
ſo great Troubles and Perſecutions, that it was ſaid 

of him, He was opput d not | only by Biſbope, but alſo 
by Emperonys, Kingdoms, Armies and Nations and 
hs himſelf us'd to 4 * Thong h Armies ſhould — 
againſt me, yet would I not fear.. For Arms the He- 
retick ping toſubſcribe to che Articles of the 
Nicene Creed, complain d to Com ſtantine, That A4. 


thanaſius tefus d to readmit him ihto the Boſom of 


the Church: Whereupon the Emperafirbeing diu 
ded, wrote ſharply to erf requiring him to 
reſtore Arins, and threatning to depoſe him from 
his Biſhoprick, if he did not obey his Orders 3 ne+ -- 
vertheleſs the good Biſhop found means to la Fi 
Storm, and gave ſatisks cken to ihe! Emperor > 
Letters : Thenrhis Adverſaries politickly gave it 
out, 3 That he laid new Impoſitions upon the 


Y 2 Churches ; 


4 . 


Churches of gte and had form d a Conſpiracy 
to Sabvert the Govermnient i but upon his caming 
to Court, he clear d his Innotency fo far, that the | 
_ Emperour ſent him back with great Honour, and 
gave Him this Charädter, look upon him as. a fin- 
cerely Divind May. VII „ bei 913 th ri Jv 
However, the Malice of his Enemies was not a 
whit abated; for they proceeded to accuſe him of 
Magick, alledging that he cut off the Hand of one 
Arſenins to make uſe of it in that Black Art, anda 
lewd Woman was ſuborn d, ho chatg d him with 
making an attempt upon her Chaſtity ; neverthe- 
leſs Conſtantine continu d to favour him for a long 


time, till at laſt being weary'd: with new Com- 


ints, he baniſh'd him to Treviri. Upon the 
h of Cunſtantiue, his Son and Succeſſour in the 
Imperial Throne ſent for Athanaſius, and reſtor d 
him to his former Dignity, after an Exile of two 
Years'and four Months; he had ſcarce-enjoy'd 
Deace above three Years, when an Arian Prieſt ſe- 
Her d Copftaniins and perſwaded him to Subſtitute 
Gregory in the room of Athanaſius; inſomuch, that 
he was fore d to eſcape by flight to Julius Biſhop 
of Rome, who ſent him back to his former Charge; 
wWhereupon the Ariant were ſo extremely inrag d 
that they prevail d with the Emperour, to ſend ſe- 
veral Officers and Soldiers in queſt of Atbanagſius, 
promiſing a Reward to any that ſhould bring his 
Head; but helay bid for a long time ina Pit, and 
was ſupply d there with Neceflaries by a Friend, 
till at laſt a-Maid-ſervant diſcover'd the matter to 
his Enemies ; nevertheleſs: by the apo ntment of 
Divine Providence he was convey'd into the Weſt, 
the Night before the Searchers came. 
dome time after, returning to Alexandria, he 
2IWGDVLH k was 
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| | continu'd there to the Death of Conſtantiui 


the Appxe Ae ang 
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was conſtrain'd to hide Himſelf in his Fathers 
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in into the Deſarts of Lie, 


wis bafiſh'd 


and 

; 
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* I N Orders 10 
Dea th of Athana- 
hip bound 
for: Thebais, and 13 0h Friends that Gcche wy 
concern'd at his Departure: Ii but à littie Clo 
ws; 2 # be over ; which happen d according» 
lian dying _ next Fear, was fucceed+ 
by Joie, — hv'd in tranquillity, 
upon his return to — 8 De 
Reigning but ſeven Months, Falentinian and Ve- 
leut took poſſeſſion of the Throne, ſo that the lat 


ter of theſe Princes being an Arihn, Athanaſtis 


lian the Api 


Tomb, fot four Months: Hoe ver at laſt the E 


perour permitted him to live quietly at Alexandria, 
and he dy 0 = . the ſeventh Year of Valtnys 
0 81. 01 ben oH 9065 210 tt 'D 


th Life allt Bilboj of Poitiers2 4 


1. y was nobly de ſcended and indow\daaich . 
NA Qualities, which ſoon advatic'd - 
him do the Epiſcopal See of Poititr/ in Fun ee: 


was frequent in Preaching, Exemplary in Life and 


Converſation, and a great Oppoſer of tlie. A. 


Hereſy; inſomuch that Valens and Urſatins Bi 
of that Fattion .causd him to be Baniſh'd into Phry- 
gia: Afterwards, the Emperour having call 08 a 
Oouncil of Biſhops at Setencia to givectheir 
ons about the A, Hereſy, Hifarydemean d bimh- 
ſelf fo well that he was, reſtor' d th 1 of 
Poitiers : He alſo tock à Journey to Ttaly'tor in 
ſtruct the Biſhops af chat Country and chen! 
them / to hold out to the * "the »midft df all 
6014 0 Y 3 their 
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their Suffetings. He wrote, Twelve Books of the 
Holy Trinity, expounding the Canon that contains | 
__ N of One duhſtauce and dyid: A. C. 95561) | 


bn m The Life of Cyrillis Hierofolyiifanus,” _ 


il Biſnop of Jeruſalem was a Man of great 
Sanctity; 1 and Wiſdom, and was 
— purſild by the ef his Enemies, yet in 
the midſt of all his great Afflictions he kept cloſe to 
His Duty, and lamented his own Unworthineſs. 
His Charity was ſo. remarkable, that in a great Fa- 
mine, many poor people reſorting to him for Re- 
lief, he gave them all he had, and that not being 
ſulfeient, he ſold the Church-Utenfils and Orna- 
meiits to ſupply their Neceſſities The Aran g caſt 
miny Aſperſions upon him, and eaus d him to be 
depos d; but he was reſtor di again to his former 
Station under the Emperour Theodoſons, and at laſt 
dy'd in Peace. He us'd to ſay, STR, 
benefit of hearing, Some, come nh: to ſee Faſbi- 
07s, others to mee © then Evie & tis better to 
ume ſo than inbt at all ʒ Ja heavier gie the Net i, 
SE fraſt out, and they that intended nothing le , are 
Hawn iwdorbhrifh; who catobts then, not. 20 de "0 
ben, lhit t hat ine he nraꝝ bring them ta E 
Life. a e ) 36218 b 471 500 
0 8 Patina ly Df 149) A ie 0.5 Jai; 3121 
. NA The Life of. pure Syn. 4780 71 
I D 5 e N 4 1 30 '3 2 ho 1112 85 
A Pbrews Syrvig was boat. ſhit, a Town of 
1 Mehari wes Well Educatech in Learn- 
| img; bel wasck great Oppoſer of Arius, Apoll ima- 
% bel nn auf Heteticks. - He was grave 
ia Garriage g apck lead 2 finglabife,, with admire- 
a {ble Chaſtiy p ſo Ou © bh manner of Re- 
nes 5 proach 


N 
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proach; he ſhunm d the. fight of the Female Sew 
However, on a\certain Day as ht as :goirig. thre 1 
the City Gate, @ Waman who was ind d ¹i/,],“L, 
more hat pneſs of Wit than purituof Mahners 
ſtar d full. upon his Face: Whercupòm he ſharply 
rebuk d her, and bid her look An dine Ground, 
but ſhe reply d How can I do that; mu end 
ont of the Earth but of thee ? 'tis — expedient he 


thou ſhould'ft look om Ihe from whence thou 
had ſi thy Original, but I ſhould look upon thee, from 
hben I masprocreateds.\"FheReverend Doctor be: 
ing amar d at ber-quick Repartècg went away and 
comos da Treatiſd on this Pattage, .wbich/ is 
much eſteeni d by thoſe that are Well skilld in the 
Hniac e Affe Weber d Which 
are. flkExtant. De FAI eib 28 


He was never farid to be p afrer his Cor 


verſion, who before knew not how to bridle 
his Paſſion. He was very humble, full of {elt= 
detiiab and an Enemy to vain Glory; for: 
nominated to à Biſhoprick, hie abſcbnded bim- 
ſelt, till another was choſen »um\kis room: He 
was alſo very charitable tothe For, being al- 
ways ready to relieve their wants, to the hutmoſt 
of his power, and by his attractive Diſcoutſes ſtir⸗ 
ridg up the Hearts of others to do! the like; He 
dy & A. C 404, and order d tin dus laſt: Will and 
Feſtament, That no Verſes ſhouldcbe ſung in his 
Commendation, that his Body ſhould not beiwtapt 
up in ine Linnen nor imbalm d wit hiSpices or Oint: 
f ments, and that no Monuments ſhould. be erected 
F to perpetuate his Memory; forq (ſays he) Tam a 
7 Stnanger, and Soj jouer &c. His uſual tayi 
; Perſeverance Wad; That the reſolute Lraveller knows 
E 
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that his Journey irlong. and the Way dirty; . * 
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in hope to came ta li Houſe -- ler u Cbriſtb an, 1 


ttbe wh 0 Heauen be narrum, bb it be ſet with — 


bler and Perſecutions 23 
fiiſd d bis courſe with Joy for Heaven is hit home. 
| Hewazsalſo ws d to ſay, - vi ano pers bis r 


ſtarvet bis Soul, Nr erer r 
A . 


TENG The LE. Baſil. 


1 QT. Baſil was born in Pants; a Country of Afia 
the'Leſs,of noble and pious Parents, his Grand- 
father and great Grandfather having ſuffer d Mar- 
tyrdom under Galeriur. He was a Man of extra- 
ordinary Parts, ſurpaffing moſt of his Age, and 
vas upon that account a y call'd. ' the 
| Greet; for according to the Character that a cer- . 
| tain Perſon has deſervedly given of him, he was 
Great in Wit, Great in Eloquence, Great in main- 
| taining the Truth, Great in promoting God's Glo- 
ry, — Confuting Hereticks, & c. He follow d 
his Study at Cæſarea of Cappadocia, which Was then 
the moſt famous City of 4fator Learning, as al- 
ſo at Conſtantinople and Athens ; where he made 
Friendſhip with Gregory Nazianzen, which conti- 
nud inviolable Jing their Lives. Afterwardghe 
| was choſen Biſhop of Cæſarea, and perform d all 
the Functions of a good Paſtour, with indefatiga- 
ble Pains ; and indeed he was of a robuſt Cork 
| tation, but the ſtrength of his Body was much 
| impair'd by frequent Watching, Praying,” Faſting, 
Reading . a ſpare Diet. In the time of a great 
| Famine, be ſold his whole Eſtate to relieve the 
| Poor, and perſwaded ſeveral rich Merchants by 
1 rloquent * on gg taken from Seri. 
# 7 £ . 


532971 
ure to largely to their Neceſlitics He 
ikewiſe took great care in makivgProvifion for the 
Sick, and caus d Hoſpitals to be founded for their 
maintenance, which he often viſited in Perſon, and 
even condeſcended ©. Aar. as todo the meaneſt 
Services. 
When the Emperdur 2 tainted with t the 4. 
rianprinciples, Perſecuted the Orthodox with great ; 
Fury, and had caus d eigbty Presbyters to be put 
into a Ship, which THI ſet on fire at Sea, ne- 
verthelels meeting St. Bafl, he {poke Kindly to, 
him, and ſent many — to bring bim over 
to that Hereſy : But neither Threats nor Promiſes 
were ever able once to move this Divine Heroe; 
when the Meſſenger gave him many fair Words an 
promis d him great Pr — referments, he anſwer 22 
Sir; theſe 99 art fit to catch little Children 
that after ſuch things ; but we, who are taught and 
2 the Holy Scriptures, are readier to endure 
2 8 Deaths. chan to ſuffer one pPable or tittls 
Scriptures to be alten d. At another time, when 
I ala the Prefeũ ot Lieutenant ofithe Province 
ask d him, Kam you not whe. we are that command, 
it ? Nobody (reply, d Baſil.) whilſt you command ſuch 
Things. Are you not ſenſible; (comnutd;the Gover- 
nour) that we har Hongur to beſtaw-ypor gon, 10 
which he anſwer d, Dey are but changeable and 
ſtory lil pour ſelves. : Whereupon the Prefect be- 
ing inrag d threaten' d to Contiſcate his G-0ds, to 
torment, to Baniſn or 40 k il him St, B an- 
fwer'd, 15 need not fear Gonfilcation that Lag nothing 
10 004% ner Bawiſhment id whom, Heaven only 15.4 
Country; >#0t Torments,: fince' bis Body (would. be 
dafh'd with ave\ Blom; nr. Death, which was the on- 


9 N fo jet him at Liberty. Tben the Pyef 2 iin 
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C3351 
bim he ws Mad; and he made Ariſwer, % 
ma y for ever be 12 diff Fed ee TOO 9N617 38 
"However the Governour allow'd bias time to re- 
ſolve What to do during that Night, but he conti-! 
mid in the fame Mind the next Morning, when an 
Account of the whole Proceeding was given to the 
Emperour with whom the Hereticks prevai bd ſo far, 


that he decreed St. Baſils Baniſhment, but the Di- 


vine Providence prevented the execution of the 
Sentence; for the ſame Night bis Son Gallatus, 
was ſeizid with a dangerous Diſtemper, and the 
Empreſs remònſtrated to Halen, That it was a juſt 
Judgment of God upon Mm, for baniſhing Balu 
Then he ſent for the good Bimop and told him; I 
thy Prajers be vight wr Fail hful, pray that n So, 
live.” St. Bail rep! * thou Load of tbe ſame 
eng Bo 'thy Son Eng #; he alſo pray d, and the 
dung Prince actually recover dʒ ſome time after the 
fatter fell ill again, andthe Hereticts were ſent for 
to pray for him, bu to the Futher's great grief, 
the Son ſpeedily dy d. However the. drum Pre- 
vaild a aglin Tor 85 Baſets Baniſnmontiʒ but when 
qe PiAaindAs was brought to ante end 
e Pens would not write being often ted, nei- 
ther would the Ink make any in preſſion) and the 
Emperours Right Hand s cbddediy ſeia d with a 
fi oft embling, which ſtruck ſuch a Terrour-into 
dis Viihd, dat he tote te Paper and thræm it 
away.” | i '5 081 100. 0158097 I b. * At Ia 
Ihus Bt. Bb was always protetted from the 
Malice of his Enemies, and at laſt 8 
the eee of Ce ren for thè pace of eight 
Tears and 3 he departed this Kite in peace, 


e uttering \tHeſe Words, Into thy Hand!, 
Paving big Spirit. He veto. fager I 


* 


t! know 
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elf 15, ver for as the Bye can ſeq 
1 1 57 12 it . 3 % FR, — diſcern 41 Faults 
but their om. Again, Divine Love ir a geber. failing 
Tredfvre 4; he that han it it Rich; and he that wants 
it is Poor When he had: read A ere the Bible, he 
— 1 4 P 1. Shop full of Preſervatives a- 
gainſt poiſonous Hereſies ;, a Pattern of profitable Law# 
an pron Spirits; a Ireaſmry of moſt coſtly Jew- 
els againſt beggerly Elements; and a Fountain of 
1 ant V. cath ſringn T fo Eternal . fee. 


The Lie of Gregory Navienzens | * Cc 
 Regor Nazienten, -at firſt Biſhop oh 80 700 
then of Nazienzum in Cappadoci a, was as it 
were ing Library of Divinity and Philoſophy, 
and of ſodagacious a Judgment, that he could 12 
diſcern the natural Inclinations of Men by obſerv- 
ing their Demeanour and even töteten future K F 
_ xents;;Agtrtain Writer informes, us That ghe 
of bis Soul ſbane fort am hi Eloquence, Rhetorick bes 
ing both He ( umpanide ail Serra} and indeed, 
ſack; aFapturous Vein runs through! albhis'Wniz : 
ings cb it never tires the Reader, bat always 
diſmiſſes him with a Thirft after more. Hei was Tus 
tor i fp (StiFerom, and am intimate Friend of tity 
2 Gteat; he was a conſtant defender of 
-Rooxr: and-Oppreſsd; And a comfdtrer of the A. 
fj d ; che wis.alſoah f great Authority: among 
the Greek Churches, ithat whoever preſumd _ = 
poſe, his Sentiments was ſuſpocted for am Hereti 
rial being worn out with Old: age, und umfit 
for Bublick Imployment, he Ordain'd a Succeſſont 
for the Bihoprick, retiring to his former Solitude, 
1 Which he extremely delighted before he was 


15 advanc d 


7111 


[ 3721 
| advanc'd to that Dignity, and could ſtarce be di- 
verted from it. He dy d about A. C. 350, and his 


uſual Saying, was, That in @ great mul time of Pro- 
ple of ſeveral Ages and Conditions, who are life an 
4 Harp with many fring it #8 bard to give evety one 
. ſuch 2 touch in Prearhi 
; | fend none. Ty x71 
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Te Life of Epiphanius. 
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Pipbanius was born in the Country of Phe- 
nicia of poor and mean Parents, ſo that his 
Father dying when he was young, he was ado- 
pted and brought up by one Typbon a Jem, by which 
means he attain'd to great skill in the Hebrew 
Tongue. Afterwards one Lucian, a Perſon famous 
for his Learning and Vertue Converted him to the 
I Chriſtian Faith, and caus d him to 'be#arthier in- 
ſtructed by Hilærion, under whole Tuition he 
made a great [progreſs in his Studies: So that he 
was choſeri'Biſhop of Salaminmt in Chu which 
Dignity he at firſt modeſtly refus d, bùt Being pre- 
Vvail'd upon by the importunity of the People, he 
diſtributed his Revenues tothe Poor, and demeanid 
4 himſelf fo well in all reſpects, that he was much 
ceſteem'd for his piety. of Lite, purity of Doctrine, 
and politeneſs of Style, as it appears from his Works 
U which are ſtilbextant. He was always a great Oppo- 
fſer ot Hereticks, and obtain dan Edict of the Empe- 
wur L beaaloſeur for their Baniſhment out of the T- 
fland of Gyprus: He was . 
the Empreſs Eadoxia, Nhe bore ill-wilbto ) Chry- 
ſeſtum, ald reſided for ſomentime" in! that COurt: 
4 Aftetwards:he took Shipping in order to qeturn to 
Gprit; but falling ſic by the way, he calfd his 
1 $'>1gvbs | Friends 
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ſent 


| wrath. 


perſwade them to Peace and Unity during the E- 


8. 
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Te Lifeof St. Ambroſ e 
rei t 5 is 314 1-36? i LTC} CREL & Yak 4 
r. Ambroſe was born i France, where his Fa- 


vacant Sec, Ambroſe went to the great Church to 


ection, and made ſo fine a Speech, that in the ſpace 
of a few Minutes, they all With one conſent cry d 
out Ambroſe, Ambroſe, every one unanimouſly a- 
greeing, thò much divided before, that he tould 
be their Biſhop; but Ambroſe being Nartled at if; 
caus d ſome of them to be punifh'd, and when thit 
> 3h {1 | | | means 


* 
7 


— 


means prov 105 1 
leav the Nees ; neverthele She was diſcover'd.at 
the bits: gate, fo that the People ſtay d bim, and 
ſent Deputies to acquaint the Emperour ate 
am with thei Proceedings, who was; greatly re 
joyc'd at it, Jay ing, He thank d God that his po we 
was ſo far:approv d, in regard that the Perſon, whom 
he. had ſet. over them to govern their Bodies, was now 
appointed a Governour of their Souls. 
in the mean while the Empreſs Juſtine, an * 

an ſtrongly oppoſing his Intereſt, endeavour d to 
procure his Baniſhment and created him a great deal 
of trouble ʒ but God protected him from the Ma- 
lice of, his Enemies and many imminent Dangers, 
Afterwards When Theodoſins the Emperour caus d 
that miſerable Slaughter. at Theſſalonica, Ambroſe re- 
ſolutely deny'd d him entrance into the Church, till 
he had made Arenen Confeſſion of his Fault, and 
the b e meck ly, ſubmitted to his Cenſure. 
St. Amhro ſe Was very. mious, never Dining but ; 
85 the Alec days, frequent in Watching and 

Pray ing, and, diligent ig Writing, as is evident 
fr rom hjs ee Hoe ron are Ri)l in pur. pol- 
ſeſſion; N was alſo very couragious in maintain- 
ing the ruth, and. bountiful. to the Poor, and to 
ſuch as were in Captivity. At laſt falling ſiek, he 
pointed Simiplicianus a. devout Old Nan 10 be his 
Succeſlour, and dy d in the 1th Year after his ad- 
| miſſion to the Epilcopal Ollce.. and thethird-after 
the Empergur, Wen 4. Cg He ex pred 
bimſelf in theſe Terms; 1 0 ſhew that Repemance 
ought not to be delay d, 1 ben Galdis fen ale. thee, 
lk | thou uſeſt ; not to ſa 47% 1 Af Fs came again; temorrow and 
dale it, but art glad of preſent peſſc lion; chu Heleuti- 
M4 K rd to our Souls, fem 2 haſte” fo im- 
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I it. . 5 a, Ii. not ſo much 
be ing vo 4 how 25 bon giveſt oo h A 


Heart's "oy Jebt Lib rality, when thou" by — 
preſſe pſi from ont,” 175 ide it to n 
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A 6 la not Fetal led | 
fa Sperohs e 5 have more power to con. 
demi bim, Ho N ſcience 157 to clear him. 
And e It ee all Vites 35 


7, 7s the, EK: S 4 av 105 5 ſbment 0 i Mn 
— * of 440 14 Ro + wot N37 that fit- 

Sin i 19 ary tp ann tant . II- a vo- 
oa iy crifcing of the whole Mt; Soul and Body, 
to the Fob: the greate p oo we can ao 
bins on — * 3 . 


e 55 f Gregory d hte win bog 
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| Regory Nyſſen was. nobly eſcended havin 
G * Biſhops 4 and a Siſter renow 1 
for her ſingular Piety and Vertue: He was made 
Biſhop of Nl a, after the deceaſe of his Brother 
55 1% ho Sh Biſhop of Cæſaredʒ and ſmiſh & his 
i Cümgteg lere upon 15 ſhe Days Work: He 'wis 
| indu'd With dich Eldquence and'ſtyl'd byda ber- 
Ui Writer We Faithiul und Vi 175 5 Pr Lite 3 4 he 
was 15 Wei the Holy cigchtes With extra- 
ordinary ice Re rence aud Devorion!'s 
bach 4 Bir to. tlie gerne ſenſe of th 
. He 'was Pr? "bppoſer” of Ennomins's Heely, 
| and was banilfd\by the Arrany under Valent; but 
. after war ds t. Generd Council of Conſt orſtert Blots, 
3 
{ 


choſe Hirt as 4 Ptrfon moſt of all qualif the 
Nun of Me'Churdches' — + in” ts 0 Bs 


par ck aft Uüdrer. to 2 How giving Maier to ont 
8 i a Dia wil Ver. e does him 0 o good, 'but 4 
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— 0 of miſchief, h, be. _ Uſwrer, 
for the ent to relieve 190 "Brother's s 5 A 
ter ward] he grievouſiy tarments Him. Health y | x 
this Character of an Uſhrer, He loves xo Lalo 
butt a ſedentary Life ;, the FA 57 bis Ploy h, Parch | 
ment his Field, zh, bis. ered t 6. rain to | 

ripen his greedy Deſires jy | 12 15 calling in | 
of Forfeitures ;, and his Hauſe the Herd” where 4. al 
noms the Fortunes of biz Client: He. follows, bis 
Debtors. as Eag les 4 r do Armies, to prey 
vpm the Dead Carcaſſes e And farther, 7 „ come 
to Vſurers, 4. Birds 2 to an heap of Or, wy co- 
vet the Grain, but are catch'd in 11 
he ſaid, There is no excuſe for Ad . , ; for 
where can a rich Man-caſt an Eye, but he muſt need 
_ _ of Charity ? 


. Life of Theodoret, 9 4 1 
1: | 
Haderer Biſhop, 0 t Gyrus © in Syria was F Na þ; 
tire of Antioch, and i of an bo- 
5 an Religious Family. His Mother be- 
ng barten and living for a long time with- 
. Per. hopes of Iſſue took a reſolution with 
her Hohagd to ſettle their whole Eſtate | for the 
maintenance of poor Chriſtians, but 75 aſt her 
Requeſt was granted in the Court of Heaven]; ſo 
that ſhe e ht forth a Son, and caus d Ny Y 
be: nam d The. doret, 25 The Gift ae 1 
2 ſhort time became ſo great a Pro 
and Learning, that he was adyanc d to = 90 
gan of a Biſhop, even in his Youth: He was a vi- 
gorous oppoſer of kreten wrote much again 
them and converted many Mar eg een to 
the hazard of his Life : He was all hn. 


465 


Charitable, and given to Hoſpitality: He affected 
4 imitate 8. Chryſoſtomt's Style and com pos dane 


r d 


cellent Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory which is ſtill extant; 
He died in the time of the Emperour Theodoſons Il. 
being not very Old, but quite worn out with La- 
bour and hard Study. His uſual ſaying was, That 
the delights of the Soul are to know his Maker, to con- 


fler his Works and to know her own Eſtate. 


The Life of St. Jerom. 


T. Jerom was Born in the Country of Dalmatia 

of Religious Parents under Conſtantine the 
Great A. C. 331. but educated and baptiz'd at 
Rome; where having made a great progreſs in all 
ſorts of Learning, he took a Journey into France, 
view'd the ſeveral Libraries and convers'd with the 
moſt Learned Men of thoſe Parts. Then having 
furniſh'd himſelf with a rich Library he went into 
Hria and viſited the City of Jeruſalem; but the Air 
of that Country being prejudicial to his Health, he 


retir d to a Deſart, and there ſpent four years in 


continual Watching, Faſting, and Praying; ſothat 
when he was weary of Studying he us'd to ſing an 
Hymn and betake himſelf to his Prayers, one of 
which was, Lord let me know my ſelf, that I may the 
better know thee the Saviour of the World. He read 
over all his Library, and learnt the Scriptures to a 
Word : He was well versd in ſecular Learning, 
and in Divinity inferiour to none of the Fathers of 
the. Church; but he was more eſpecially famous 
for his skill in Languages, particularly the Hebrew, 
Chaldee, and Syriac, and tranſlated the whole Bible 
out of the Originals into Latin; he alſo compos d 
many other Learned Works which are ſtill extant. 
2 op Aﬀter- ? 


„ e eee 
Afterwards leaving his Solitude, he was ordain'd 
Presbyter and reſided at Rome, but being weary d 
with the ſcandalous Aſperſions that were caſt upon 
him by the Hereticks, whom he always ſtrennouſly 

pos d, he reſolv'd to travel again into the Le- 
vant, and ſettl'd himſelf in Bethlehem, inlightenin 
that Town by his excellent Preaching, At laſt af- 
ter thirty Years Study and indefatigable Labours in 
promoting the true Religion he finiſh'd his Courſe, 
aged 91 years, A. C. 422 

One of his moſt remarkable Sayings was, If my 
Father were weeping on his Knees before me; my Mo- 
ther hanging on my Neck behind, and all my Brothers, 
Siſters, Children and Kinsfolks howling on every ſide, 
to detain me in a ſinful Life; I would caſt wy Mo- 
ther to the ground, run over my Father, deſpiſe all m | 
Kindred, and tread them under my feet, that I wiht oO 
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danger of an over- ſpreading Hereſie, Dead Fleſh . 
is to be cut off, for fear of a Gangreen : Arius at fir 
was but a Spark, yet not being ſuppreſs d betimes, he 
proud the incendiary of the whole Church. Of Chri- 
ſtian Prudence, yo muſt be a Dove and a Serpent ; one 
not to do hurt to others, the other, not to be hurt by o- 
thers. Of Chaſtity, That Woman is truely chaſte, that 
has liberty and opportunity to Sin, and will not : Of 
Vertue, All Vertues are ſo link d together, that he 
that has one has all, aud he that wants one, wants all. 
Laſtly, This excellent Perſonage; was ſo circum- 
ſpect in all his Actions, that he ever thought this 
Voice continually ſounding in his Ear, Ariſe ye dead 
and come to Judgment. | 


The 


run to Chriſt. He us d alſo to ſay concerning te 


339 


The Life of St. Chryſoſtom. 


T Oh Sirnam'd Chryſoſtom, i. e. Golden Mouth, by 
reaſon of his graceful Eloquence, was bom of 
Noble Parents at Antioch, and flouriſh'd A. C. 400. 
He was Pupil to Euſebius Biſhop of Cæſarea, and 


having made great improvement in Divine Know- 


ledge was ordain'd Paſtour of the Church of Ar- 


tioch; from thence being tranſlated to the Epiſco- 


pal See of Conſtantinople, by the Emperour Arcadi- 
4s, he made it his chief ſtudy, not to tickle the Ears: | 
of his Auditors, but to prick and raviſþ their Hearts, 
ſo that an even thread of Piety and Learning is 
carry'd throughout all his admirable Works, which 
more eſpecially abound with curious Similitudes: 

His Style was neither too lofty nor too mean, but 
fitted to the capacity of his Hearers, whom he us d 
to tell, That they were not only to learn, but to exer- 
ciſe themſelves in praiſing, and teaching the Seri- © 


ptures, to avoid Idleneſs. He is (tyl'd by Theodoret, 


The moſt Eminent Light of the whole World, and was 
fo generally belov'd, that on a certain time, when 
he was like to be filenc'd,the People cry'd ont as it 
were with one Voice, Tic more tolerable for ws to 
want the ſhining of the Sun, than the Preaching of 
Chryſoſtom. By authority from the Emperour, he 
imploy'd Officers to demoliſh the Idols and Pagan 


| Temples throughout the whole Country of Phæ- 


nicia, and reform'd all the Chriſtian Churches in 
Aſa ;, depoling no leſs than thirteen Biſhops who 
had given occaſion of Scandal by their irregular 
Lives, and ſubſtituting other Pious and Learned 
Divines in their room: He alſo ſent many Miniſters 
and Deacons into Scythza, * was over - run with 
| 2 2 


TO! 


great number of People to the Orthodox Faith. 
However, this great Man, having incurr'd the 
diſpleaſure of the Empreſs Eudoxia, whom he 
ſharply reprov'd. for her Covetouſneſs, fell into 
diſgrace at Court and was baniſh'd to Hieron. Af- 
terwards upon a great Earthquake at Conſtantinople 
he, was recall'd, and continu'd there during a few 
Months; but his Enemies procur'd his baniſhment 
again into Armenia. At laſt he dy d peaceably at Co- 
mana, though the time of his Death is not certain- 
ly known, as not being recorded in any Hiſtory ; 
and the Divine Vengeance overtook moſt of his 


Adverſaries. He us'd to ſay of Concupiſcence, A. 


4 great ſhower of Rain extingniſhes the force of Fire; 
Jo meditation of God's Word puts out the fire of Luſt in 
the Soul. Of the danger of Riches, As a Boat over- 
loaded ſinks ; ſo much Wealth drowns Men in Perdi- 
tiou. Of Brotherly Love, A Bulwark of Adamant,is 


not more impregnable than the Love of Brethren. Of 


Faith, As a, Rock, though Winds and Waves beat a- 
gainſt it, is. unmoveable, ſo Faith grounded on the 
Rock Chriſt, holds ont in all Temptations and Spiritu- 


4 Combais. Of Temptation, The Del, fot aul? 


i violent ; reſet that, and his ſecond will be weaker ; 
and that being reſiſted, he proves 4 Coward. 


The Life of St. Auguſtine. 


ns Auguſtine was born at Thagaſta a Town in 
Africa of pious Chriſtian Parents, nam'd Patri- 
eius and Monica, who took great care of his Edu- 
cation, and much impair'd their Eſtate, by breeding 


= 


him a Scholar; ſo that being aſſiſted by the bounty 


of Romanian a generous wealthy Gentleman, he 
| 0 | made 


— * 


.* - 
A8. 
55 2 
90 
ö | bop - 4 = 
* > I 4 


the Arian Hereſie, and by that means reduc d a 


. 
: 
A 
* 
4 
724 
LAS 
© # 
1 


85 . 5 
made a great progreſs in his Studies, and attain' 
to profound skill in the liberal Arts and Sciences. 
However in his Youth, he was vicious in Manners 
and erroneous in Judgment, being tainted with the 
Hereſie of the Manichees; but taking a Journey tg 
Rome, and from thence to Milan, he was converted 
by St. Ambroſe Biſhop of that City and Baptiz d, a- 
bout the 30th year of his Age, to the great joy of 
Monica his Mother, who was then a Widow: 
Then returning to Africa, he ſpent his time in 
Watching, Faſting, and Praying, and was ordain'd 
Paſtor of Hippo, where he preach'd with great di- 
ligence, and wrote many learned Diſputations 
againſt the Manichees, Donatiſte, Pelagians, and o- 
ther Hereticks, with ſeveral other excellent Theo- 
logical Works, moſt of which are ſtill extant : In 
proceſs of time, he was choſen Co-adjutor to Valeri- 
1s Biſhop of Hippo, and ſucceeded him in that See. 
He was a great lover of all good Men whetherrich 
or poor, and took much pains in the compoſing of 
Differences: His Apparel was neither ſumptuous 
nor ſordid, and his Diet ſpare, conſiſting for the 
moſt part of Broth and Roots; altho' he had better 
cheer for his Gueſts and ſick Perſons : So that his 
Table ſerv'd rather for Diſcourſe and Diſputation 
than ſumptuous Banqueting and had this Diſtich 
ingra ven upon it: 1 
He that does love an abſent Friend to jeer, 
May hence depart, no room is for him here. 
But he was very charitable to the Poor, and in 
the time of Dearth made no ſcruple to ſell the Or- 
naments of the Church for their Relief; he alſo 
kept Scholars continually in .his Houſe, and ſap- 
ply'd them with Food and Raiment. In his time 
the Goths and Fandals broke in upon the Roman 


1 Empire, 


| "1392" | 
Empire, and miſerably tore it to pieces, deſtroy- 
ing all before them like an overflowing Deluge 3 


liſh'd, the Biſhops murder'd or put to crue Tor- 
tures, the other Miniſters wrack'd to Death, #nd all 
ſorts of People {lain on heaps ; whilſt VirginsWere 
deflowr'd, Matrons raviſh'd, and Children daſh'd 
againſt the Pavement. Thus the red Horſe being 
ſent out to take Peace from the Earth, the nume- 
rous Troops of Barbarians invaded [taly, and ma- 
ny Biſhops abandon d their Charge; but this holy 

Prelate continu'd to exhort the People to Conſtan- 
cy and Perſeverance in the Faith; reſolving rather 
to ſuffer a thouſand Deaths, than to forſake his 
| Flock, when they ſtood in moſt need of a Faith- 
ful Shepherd. At laſt the Barbarians Marching out 
| of Spain into Africa, put all they met to the Sword, 
and the Country-people were forc d to fly to Hippo, 
| which was beſieg d thirteen Months, and St. Au- 
guſtine being there pray d to God, either to remove 
the Siege, or to give the People patience under 
their Sufferings, or to take him out of this miſera- 
ble World: Which laſt Requeſt was accordingly 
granted ; for he dy d in the third Month of the 
| Siege, the 76th Year of his Age, and the 40th of 

His Miniſtery. A. C. 430. 

St. Auguſtine's uſual Wiſh was, That Chriſt when 
he came might find him either Praying or Preaching. 
| When the Donatiſts upbraided him with the Miſ- 
| carriages of his Youth, Look (ſaid be) how much 
they blame my former Offences ;, by ſo much the more 
I commend and praiſe my Phyſician. He us d to lay 
of Marriage, Holy Marriage is better than proud Vir- 
ginity Of Prayer, Prayer that is pure amd holy pe- 
| wetrates Heaven, and returns not empty ; lis a ſbel- 

| | | p ter 


a 


. 
* 


the Contemplation of them. 


„ 
ter to the Soul, a Sacrifice to God, and a ſcourge tot 
Devil Of Death, Theres, nothing abates Sin more 


| than the frequent medlit atio of Death; he cannot dye 


i that lives well, and ſeldom does he dye well that 
lives il: Of the ſtate of a Chriſtian in this Life, 


A Chriftian at home in his own Houſe muſt think him- | 


ſelf a ſtranger, and that his Country is above, where he 
ſhall be no ſtranger Of Riches, If Men want Wealth, 


it is not io be unjuſily got; if they have it, they ought 
by Good Works to lay it up in Heaven : Of Divine 
Love, He that has taſted the ſweetneſs of Divine 
Love, will not care for Temporal Sweetneſs : Of Hea- 
venly Fruition, The Reaſonable Soul made in the like- 


meſs of God, may here find much careful e 
0 


but no full fatisfaFion; for it being capable o R 
canbe lui 5d kb not * but God : Of alleen, 

Not to be without Affliction, but to overcome it ig 
Bleffedneſs : Of the force of Love, Love 3s ſtrong 
as Death: for as Death kills the Body, ſo Love of 
Eternal Life kills Worldly Deſires and Affection: Of 


Ingratitude, That it is the Devil's Spunge, with which 


he wipes out all the Favours of the Almighty. . He 
much commended the Expreſſion of a certain Per- 
ſon, who being ſick ſaid, I have not livd ſo, that 
I am aſbam d to live longer; nor do I fear to dye, ha- 
ving ſo good a Maſter to go to. Laſtly, he os'd tofay 
of Prayer, He that prays well, cannot chuſe but live 
well; and one of his Ejacalations was, Lord, give 


firſt what. thou requireſt, aud then require of me what 


thou wilt. | 4 
This holy Biſhop ſo extremely admir'd the ſeven 


Penitential Pſalms, that he caus'd them to be writ- 


teri in large Chara ters and hang d up within his 
Bed · curtains, to the end that he might expire in 


2 4 
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The Life of Cyrillus Alexandrinus. N 
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| 
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Til Biſhop of Alexandria, was a Grecian by 

| birth, and ought to be diſtinguiſh'd from 

another Prelate of that Name, who fill'd the See of 

| Jeruſalem and-of whoſe Life we have already gi- 

| vena fhort Account. He was admirably well skill'd 

in the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and fa- 

| mous for his Piety, Sagacity and Eloquence; in- 

| ſomuch that ſeveral other Greek Biſhops learnt 

| ſome of his Homilies by Heart on purpoſe to re- 

cite them to the People of their own Dioceſs. He 
was Preſident in the Council of Epheſus, where he 

| confuted Neſtorins and Pelagins, with a great deal 

| of Learning and Judgment, and was ſtyl'd The 

| Champion of the Catholick Faith : He flouriſh'd un- 

| der Theodoſins II. and after having carefully go- 

| vern'd the Church of Alexandria, for the ſpace of * ⁵ 

22 Years, dy'd in peace, A. C. 448. N 

| This Reverend Father usd to ſay, concerning 

| Charity, 'Tis moſt expedient for a Rich Man to make 

| the Bellies of the Poor his Barn, to ſuccour the Fa- 

| therleſs and Needy : and thereby to lay up Treaſure in 

| Heaven, that he way be receiv d into everlaſting Ha- 

| bitations. Of too inquiſitive , prying into the Di- 

vine Secrets, Where the Scripture wants a Tongue of 

| Expreſſion, we need not lend an ear of Attention; 

ö we may 5 ſafely knock at the Council-door of (3od's Se- 

| crets, but if we go farther, we maybe more bold than. 

welcome And of Temptations, The Devil runs 

ih ohen Mouth rpen God's Children to devour them; 

they manfully roſſt him; he thinks to weaken their 

LF2ith, and they by his Aſſaults are made the ſtronger : 

He fobts againſt the rs, but they get ground upon him : 


? 


_ 
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| and ſo what he intended for their deftruion, full ſore 


i againſt his will, makes for their advantage. 


The Life of Peter Chryſologus. 

er Sirnam'd Chryſologus, 1. e. The golden Speak 
Db by reaſon of his ſingular Eloquence, was 
born of Chriſtian Parents at [ola in France, and 
ce ducated under Cornelius Arch-biſhop of Ravenna, 
whom he ſucceeded in that Metropolitan See : He 
was preſent at the Councils of Ravenna and Rome, 
and {ent learned Letters to the Synod of Chalcedon 
8 againſt Eutycbes the Heretick : His cuſtom was al- 
ways to pray to God with great ardency and hu- 
mility, before he committed any Diſcourſe to wri- 
ting, and he was a conſtant Preacher, notwith- 
2 ſtanding his high Station in the Church. He at- 
tain d to a good Old Age, and after having been a 
© Biſhop above ſixty Years, was at laſt tranſlated to 

Z the Heavenly Manſions, A. C. 500. 
e us d to ſay of Charity, Let not thy care be to 
= have thy Hands 2 whilſt the Poor's are empty; for 
the only way to have full Barns, is to have charitable 
Hands: Of Mercy, God had rather Men ſhould love 
bim than fear him; to be call Father than Maſter ; 
be wins by Mercy, that he may not puniſh by Juſtice 
„ibo wilt be like thy Father, do likewiſe : Ot Faith 
and Works, As neither in the Flint alone, nor in the 
Steel alone, any Fire is to be ſeen or extracted, but by 
conjunction and Colliſion; ſo, not by Faith alone, nor 
by good Works alone is Salvation attain'd, but by joyn- 
ing both together. Of Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, As 


| the Clouds darken Heaven, ſo intemperate Banquetting 


does the Mind; 1s the violence of Winds and Waves 


Another 
remark- 
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remarkable Saying of this Great Man was, Vertues 
ſeparated are annihilated; for Equity without Good- 
neſs is Severity, and Juſtice without Piety is Cruelty. 
Again, Some that livd commendably before they at- 
tain d to Dignity, being ſet in the Candleſtick of the 
Church turn d their Light into Darkneſs ;, it had been 


better for ſuch Lights ſtill to have been hidden under 
a Buſhel, &c. a 


The Life of Proſper. 


Roher a Native of Normandy. in France was. 
ſometime Scholar to St. Auguſtine, and after- 
wards Biſhop of Rheginm ; his Piety and Learning 
were very conſpicuous, more eſpecially in confu- 
ting the Pelagian Hereſie, and in compoling ſeve- 
ral curious Tracts, which are ſtill extant. He was 
mighty aſſiduous in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and uſually had the four Evangeliſts in his Hands: 5 
He made frequent Diſtributions to the Poor, 
and was as it were a common Father to all Perſons 
of every Age and Sex, within the liberties of the 
{ City; taking a particular care to remove all cauſes of 
| Strife and Contention from amongſt his People; 
he was alſo much addicted to Watching, Faſting, | 
Prayer and Meditation. He flouriſh'd under the 
 Emperour Martian, A. C. 450. and govern'd his 
Church with great diligence for the ſpace of 20 
Years. When he fell ſick, many of his Friends came 
to viſit him, and he perceiving them to melt into 
Tears, ſaid, The Life | - enjoy d was but given me, 
upon condition to render it up again, not grudgingly 
but gladly; for me to have ſtay d longer here, might 
ſeem better for you, but for me it is better to be diſ- 
ſoly/d: So falling into Prayer and lifting hrs 
| x n b e ob : Ha | 
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Hands to Heaven before them all, he meckly ro- 
I ifign'd his Soul into the Hands of his Creatour A. 
C. 466. 132 

He us d to ſay of himſelf, That it was his utmoſt 
endeavour, to keep a Conſcience void of Offence towards 
* God and Man: Of Vice, Thou ſhalt neither hate the 
Man for his Vice, nar love the Vice for the Man's ſake: 


Of Pride, Thou boaſteſt of thy Wealth, Honour, 


Strength, Beauty, &c. conſider what thou art by Sin, 
and ſhalt be in the Grave, and thy Plumes will fall ; 

for every proud Man forgets himſclf: Of the Soul, 
» W- As the Soul is the life of the Body, ſo the life of the Soul 


—_ } is God; when the Soul departs, the Body dies, and 


when God departs, the Soul dies. Of the Divine Or- 
dinances, Thoſe things which God would have ſearch'd 
into, are not to be negleFed ; but thoſe which God 
would have hidden, are not to be ſearch'd into; by the 
latter we become unlawfully curious, and by the ne- 
glect of the former, damnably ingratefull. Of Envy, 
© The envious Man has ſo many tortures, as the envied 
bas Praiſers; it is the juſtice of Envy to kill and tor- 
| ment the Enviow: And of future Happineſs, The 
Life to come is bleſſed Eternity and Etergal Bleſſed- 
$ neſs; there js certain Security, ſecure quietneſs, quiet 
Joy fulneſe, happy Eternity, eternal Felicity. | 


The Life of Fulgentius. 


Ulgentius was born in Africa of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents, and deſcended of an honourable Fami- 


ly; but his Father dying whilſt he was young, left 
him to the tuition of his Mother, who took a par- 
ticular care of his Education; inſomuch that he 
attain'd to great skill in the Greek and Latin 
Tongues. At the years of diſcretion he began os 
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be very ſtudious, reſolving to betake himſelf to a 
retir'd courſe of Life, and to ſpend his days in a 
Religious Houſe; where going to view the Apart- 
ment he intended to take up, and perceiving the | 
Quietneſs, Love and friendly Converſe which ap- 
pear'd among thoſe Divine Souls that had with- 
drawn themſelves from the World, he broke forth 
into theſe rapturous Expreſſions, Why travel I in 
the World; which can yield me no durable Felicity, to 
compenſate my toil and labour? Tho it be better to 
weep well than rejoyce ill; yet if to rejoyce, be our De- 
fire, how much excells their Joy, wha have a good Con- 

ſcience before God ʒ who dread nothing but Sin, and 
ſtudy to do nothing but to accompliſh the Precepts of 
Chriſt! Now therefore let me change my Trade, and 
as before Tendeavour d againſt my Noble Friends, to 
prove more Noble ; ſo now let my care and employment 
be among the poor humble Servants of God, to appear. 
more humble and poor than they; and like the good 
Evangeliſt St. Matthew of a Publican, let me become 
a true Diſciple of Chriſt. 1 
However in proceſs of time this devout Recluſe 
was made Biſhop of Ruſpa in Itah, but retain'd his 
former Humility, Piety and Conſtancy: After- 
wards he was. baniſh'd by Thraſimund an Arian 
King of the Vandals ; but his Succeſſour Hildericus 
; recall'd the Orthodox from their Exile, and among 
the reſt Fulgentius, who retorm'd Abuſes that had 
| crept into the Church, gather'd together the diſ- 
perſed Flock, and was every where highly eſteem d 
He us d to {ay, Chriſt dy'd for Men and Angels, for 
the former, that they might riſe from Sin, and for the 
Latter, that they might not fall into Sin: And of Co- 
vetoaſneſs, If they go to Hell, that do not feed the 
Hungry, clothe the Naked; &c. What will * 1 
thoſe 


= — — — — —— - 


thoſe that take away Bread from the Hungry, and 7 
| * Clothes from the Naked: If want of A. tor- 

7 mented in Hell, what will become of the Covetous 2 
When this good Biſhop fell fick, his Phyſieians 
advis d him to make ule of the Bath in order for 

| his Recovery; but he reply'd, Why tell ye me of 
be Bath, can any Bath preſerve him, who has rum his. 
natural Courſe, that he ſhall not dye? and why do ye 
20 about to perſwade me, now I am at the point of 
| Death, to abate of that Rigour, which T have us'd all 
myLife-time.Thus having taken leave of his Friends, 
exhorting them to perſeverance in the Faith, and 
ordering his Eſtate to be diſtributed to pious uſes, 
be exchang d a Scene of Troubles for a Crown of 


4 
ö 
0 


ö 2g Glory, dying in the 65th year of his Age, and the 
2th after he had taken upon him the Epiſcopal 
81 Office, A. C. 529. ” 

. 7 The Life of Gregory the Great. | 
0 1 62 the Great was a Nuran by birth, and 


deſcended of a noble Fami „ nevertheleſs 
e had ſo little regard to Worldly der, that he 
” |'# oftencry'd out, with Tears, That allBarthly Glory "2 


. | was miſerable, if the owner of it did not ſeek after the 
vt ; Glory of God. He attain'd to great proficiency in 
„ © L-arning, and was of a {ound diſcerning Judgment; 


ſo that he confuted Eutyches, Pelagins and many o- 
d cher Hereticks. He was very circumſpect in his 
Time, ſaying, He was to give an account of it to God. 


of | His Charity to Souls was ſo great, that when cer- 
or | tain fair Boys were publickly expos'd to Sale at 
bh. Rome, he demanded of the Merchants of what 
„ | Country they were? Whereupon Anſwer being 


made, that they were Arel:, or Engliſh, he reply d, 
That 


2 


2 
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That may well be, becauſe they have Faces like Angels; 
then he asx'd of what Province they were, and 
being inform'd they were of that of Deir: ;'tis pity 
(faid he) but they ſhonld be ſav'd De ira Dei, i. e from 
the wrath of God; adding with ſighs, Ti much to be 
lamented that ſuch fair Faces ſhould be under the pow- 
er of the Prince of Darkneſs, and that ſuch beautiful 
Bodies ſhould be void of t he Grace of God. There- 
fore he immediately went to the Biſhop of Rome, 
importuning him to ſend over a competent number 
of able Divines to Convert the People of Exgland, 
and being in a ſhort time after choſen to ſucceed 


him in that See, he took great care for the accom- 


pliſhing of the ſame pious Deſign. He ſharply re- 
prov'd the Patriarch of Conſtantinople for a uming 


the Title of Univerſal Biſhop, calling it, That Name 


of Blaſphemy : He flouriſh'd A. C. 604, and dy'd in 
the ſecond Year of the Reign of the Emperour 
Phocas. | 

This worthy Biſhop us'd to ſay, of Spiritual Po- 
verty, He is poor, whoſe Soul is void of Grace, not 
whoſe Coffers are empty of Money; contented Poverty 
it true Riches : Of the Divine Omnipreſence; God 


it never abſent, tho the Wicked have him not in their 


Thoughts : where he is not by Favour, he is by Pu- 


niſhment and Terrour. He could never read this "29h 
fe- 


tion of Scripture, Son, remember, that in thy 
time thou receivedſt good things, without horrour 
and aſtoniſhment, leſt being advanc'd to ſo high 
a pitch of Dignity and Honour, he ſhould be ex- 
cluded from a Place in the Heavenly Manſions, 
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The Life of ifidorus Hiſpalenſis. 


J TSdore was a Spaniard by Birth, and carefully E- 

[| ducated by his Parents, being of a quick Wit 

| and excellent Memory. He was muchadmir'd for 
bis Learning and Eloquence, and very powerful in 
aul his Diſcourſes, delivering them in a ſmooth and 
familiar Style, ſo as to give ſatisfaction to the 


| Learned, and at the ſame time to reach the Ca 

f city of the more ignorant ſort of People: He was 

| I choſen Biſhop of Sevi under the Emperour Mau- 
ritius, and perform'd the Functions of that Office 

- I& with incredible Diligence; his Body being fo ex- 

, tremely weaken'd and his Soul inrich'd with Di- 
4 vine Contemplations, that he ſeem d to live an An- 
1 gelical Life upon Earth. He dy'd in the Reign of 


r K the Emperour Heraclizs, A. C. 675. 

One of his uſual Sayings was, Knowledge and a 
good Life are both profitable, yet if both cannot be ob- 
tain d, a good Life is to be ſought rather than much 
Knowledge : He alſo ſaid of ſinful Thoughts, As 
the Viper is kill'd by the young ones in her Belly ; ſo 


are we betray'd and kill d by our own Thoughts, nou- is 


„ 
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rio d in our Boſoms, which conſume and poiſon the 
Soul : Of a guilty Conſcience, A things way 
>. be ſhunn'd, but a Man's own Heart; a Man can- 


not rum from himſelf; a guilty Conſcience will not for- 
zh | ſake <4 ef goes. g Of foe Devils * 
ledge, The Devils have a threefold Preſcience, vix. 

1. By natural Subtilty : 2. By rience : 3. By ſur 
| pernatural Revelation: And of the danger of Pride, 
He that 5 to . better, let him beware leſt he 

ow proud; leſt Vain-glory give him a greater ö 
hr than 1 pon 2 MIN "AI 
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3 The Life of Venerable Bede 


TDExde commonly call'd Venerable, by reaſon of 
| hls 7 Judgment and ſingular Gravity, 
was an Engliſh-Saxon, born A, C. 671, and bred in 
a Monaſtery; his Parents dying when he Was but 
Seven Years Old: He attain'd to great Skill in the | 
Greek and Latin Tongues; as alſo, in Philoſophy, | 
Arithmetick, Aſtronomy, Rhetorick, Muſick, Poetry 
and other Sciences;but was more eſpecially ſtudious 
of the Holy Scriptures, ſo that he wouldoften ſhed 
Tears in Reading them, and conclude with Pray- 


ers. He was Ordain'd a Deacon at the Age of nine- 


teen Years, and a Presbyter at thirty ; being ſo fa- 
mous for Learning and Piety, that he was ſent for 
to Rome to give his aſſiſtance for the ſettling of 
the Church's Peace: He was very Modeſt, never 
ſecking after Preferment, and abhorr'd Idleneſs; 
often ſaying, There was ſo much Work to do for a 


Divine in ſo little time, that he ought not to loſe any 


of it : Again, He is a Sluggard that would Reign 
with God, and not labour for God ; he takes delight 
in the promiſed Reward, but the commanded Combats 
affright him. He alſo us'd to ſay of Pleaſures, We 
muſt deal with them, as we do with Honey, only touch 
it with the tip of the Finger, and not with the mhle 
Hand for fear of ſurfeit : And of Paſſion, Anger lan- 
guiſbes by ſuppreſſing, but flames higher by expreſſing. 
This good Man incourag'd himſelf in his Sick- 
neſs, with that Expreſſion of Scripture, Heb. 12. 
6. Whom the Lord loveth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourg- 
eth every Son, whom he receiveth; and when he be- 
held ſome of his Scholars weeping over him, he 
comforted them with theſe Words, The time 3s 


come, 
A 
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tore” if my Creatour feaſts, thai belng freed: from tha 
Flefp, I | all go to im, who made ive when 1 wa 
rot, ont of nolbing . M have lied long; ſo; that the 
time of m Diſſolution is approaching, ard my Sol 
deferes to ſee ney Saviour Chriſt, in his Glory: Thats 
he expird with thefe Divine Breathings in'the 
64th Year of his Age, A. C. 735, having finiſh'd 
his Learned Works (ſome of which are ſtall extant) 
in 731. Some affirm, That as he was Preaching 
at a certain time to a numerous - Congregation,” a 


* 
% 


- 


loud Voice was heard, Well done Venerable Bede. 


Y ; 


5 £ The Life of Nicephorus. 


Trephorus, ſirnamd Callifius, was a Man of 
ſound Parts, and well vers'd in Learning both 
Divine and Humane. He liv'd an exemplary Life, 
and flouriſh'd under the Emperour Ardronicus Se- 
nor, A. C. 840 He wrote his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory in 
Greek, which conſiſts of eighteen Books, dedicating 


it to the fame Emperour, and not long after e- 
chang'd this miſerable State for Eternal Glory. He 


ſaid, God beholds and moderates our AFions, uſing 


the ſcourge of Affliction for our Caftigation and Convers 

lion; and after due Correction, ſhews his Fatherly Ag 
| feffion, to thoſe that truſt in him for Salvation : And © 
again, Chriſt ask'd Peter three times, if he lou d him; 


| mot for his own information, but that by his threefold 


- ; 


- 


e 
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cation of him. 


The Life of Theophylatt. 5 


Profeſſion, he might help and heal his threefold Ne- 
| | ''*Þ 19919 


| 


(tian Parents, and in proceſs of time was 


CTY 


Ga 


Heoph yl ac} was born in Conſtantinople, of Chri- 


A a _ Choſen, * 
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choſen Biſhop of that City, where he diſcharg d 
his Office in all reſpects as a faithful Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, and ſpent much time in vifiting and 
reforming the Churches in Bulgaria. He flouriſh'd 

A. D. 1070. and having approv'd himſelf a painful 
| Labourer in Chriſts Vineyard, in the midſt of dan- 
gerous Perſecutions, he at laſt peaceably yielded 
up his Spirit to his Soveraign Creatour. One of his 


uſual Sayings was, Be not troubled, if this Man 


lives in Tranquillity, and thou in Tribulation; God 
will have it ſo : He puts thee into the Combat, thou 
muſt therefore ſweat hard, before thou comeſt off with 
Victory; whereas he that comes forward in the World, 
goes back in Grace : His Eſtate is miſerable that goes 
laughing to Deſtruction, as a Fool to the Stocks of 
Correction. 


The Life of St. Anſelm. 


ed of a Noble Stock in 1taly, and brought 
up in Learning by the particular care of his Mother 
Ermeburga, till the fourteenth Year of his Agezwhen 
ſhe dying, hegave himſelf up for a while to vain 
Pleaſures, and being ſomewhat ſeverely treated by 
his Father, he took a Reſolution to travel into Fo- 


reign Parts, where he indur'd much Hardſhip, and 


ſpent three Years in France. Then he became Pu- 
pil to Lanfranc, and following his Studies cloſe, 
enter d upon the Monaſtick Life ; during which his 
Conduct was ſo prudent, his Life and Converſati- 
on ſo circumſpect, and his Fame by degrees ſpread 
abroad ſo far, that the Abbot of the Convent dy- 
ing, he ſucceeded him in that Office, and at laſt 

after the Death of Lanfranc, was tranſlated to the 
N Metropo- 


* 
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er Arch- biſnop of Canterbury, was deſcend- 
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etropolitan See of Canterbury. There were great 
Conteſts between this Prelate and William II. King 


of England, which oblig d him to leave the King- 


; dom; but he was reſtor d to his former Dignity. 


by Henry I. and dy d not long after, in the ninth! 
Year of that Prince's Reign, aged 76. 4. D. 1109. 
He us'd to ſay of the odiouſneſs of Sin, That if 


be ſhould ſee the ſhame of Sin on the one hand, and 


the pains of Hell on the other, and muſt of neceſſit 
chuſe one; he would rather be thruſt into Hell wit 

out Sin, than go into Heaven with Sin: And of Man's 
Fall, Oh hard hap; alaſs ! What did Man loſe 2 What 
did he find? He 5 the Bleſſedneſs to which he was 
made, and found Death, ta which he was not made. 


The Life of Sr. Bernard. 


COT. Bernard was a Native of Burgund), a pro- 
vince of France, and had the advantage of be- 


ing born of Wealthy and Religious Parents, who 
* took great care of his Education: He was of an a- 
cute Wit, quick Apprehenſion, ſtrong Memory, 
comely Features, and courteous Behaviour, meek 
and apt to learn ; inſomuch that he ſoon made a 


reat progreſs in the ſtudy of Divinity and the Li- 
ral Sciences, and at the S a of 22 Years enter'd 


into a Monaſtery of the Ciſtercian Order at Clair« 
| vaux; where he led a very ſtrict courſe of Life, 
Praying Day and Night, and Faſting frequently, 
| till his Legs were ſo worn out, that they were no 
longer able to ſupport his Body. He was acon- 


ſtant Labourer in the Miniſtery, had an excellent 


Gift of Preaching, and compos'd many excellent 


Works, which are. ſtill in our poſſeſſion. After- 
wards being {ent for to Rowe, he took a great deal 
TEN Aa 2 of 
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W A 
of pains in Refotming the Church, and reſta- 
pore . Peace, and had ſeveral offers of conſi- 
| derable Preferments ; but he tejected all, and re- 
turn d to his Monaſtery. In his Touth, being trou- | 

bled with à pain in his Head; a certain Woman 
| profferd to eure him, by reciting a few Verſes by 
| way of Charm'z but he'refus'd ſaying, He had ra- 
| ther indiire the Hund of God, than be cur'd by the 
hand of the Devil © x Finer 
One of his moſt remarkable Sayings were, Am- 
bition js a gilded Miſery, aſetret Poiſon, a hidden 
Plague, the Engineer of Beech, the Mother of Hypo- 
criſy, the Parent of Envy, the Original of Vices, the 
Moth of Holineſs, the f Hearts; turning 
Medicines into Maladies, and Remedies into Diſ- 
eaſes. Whenever he enter'd within the Church- 
door, he us d to ſay thus to himſelf, Stay here all 
20 Worldly Thiights, and all Vanity, that Tmay en- 
tertain Heavenly Meditations. When St. Bernard 
Hy on his Death-bed, he comforted his Friends 
with theſe Expreſſions 3 My Fatherly Love moves 
me"to pity you my Children, ſo as to deſire to remain 
here; but on the other fide, my defire to be with Chriſt 
makes me long to depart hence Therefore be of good 
comfort, My: ſubſnit to the Will of my Heavenly Fa- 
ther, to whoſe Protection I leave you : Then he re- 
fign'd his pious Soul into the Hands of God, and 
expird in the 63d Year of his Age, A. D. 1153. 


We Life of Martin Luther. 


| IV A Artin Luther was born at eben a Town in 

IVI the Earldomof Mantfeldt A. D. 1483. and 

| carefully educated by his Parents in the Knowledge 
and Fear of God. Having attain'd to the Age of 


* 
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14 Years, he went to Magdeburg, and continu d 
there for the ſpace. of a Year, in quality of a POor 
Scholar: Afterwards: he paſs d to. Iſenac, where 
there was a famqus School, and from thence to 
the Univerſity of Erford in 1501. There he ſoon 
made ſo great a progreſs in Logick and other Sct- 
ences; that the whole Univerſity admir d his pxe · 
gnant Wit. In the 20 Tear of his Age, he com- 
menc'd Maſter of Arts and Profeſſour of Phildſo- 
phy, and began to apply himſelf to the ſtudy Gt 
the Law z but being terrify d at the ſudden 
Death of one of his faithful Companions, he re- 
tir'd to the College of Auguſtine Monks in Erford 
and by Writing acquainted his Parents with tlie 
reaſon of the Change of his Courſe of Lifez 
where he ſpent five Years, diligently feading aver 
the Holy Scriptures, St. Augnſtine's Works and thoſe 
of the School-men. In 1507, be was ordain'd ' 
Prieſt and the next Year being the 26th of his 
Age he remov'd to the Univerſity of Miitenbug, 
then newly founded. In 15 16 Jahn Nelius brought 
a pack of Indulgences into Germany to be ſold. giv- 
ing it out, That he had ſo large a Commilidbn 
from the Pape, that tho a Man had deflower'd'the - 
Bleſſed Virgin, yet for Money he could Pardon 
his Sin + Whereupon L»ther's Zeal being inflam d, 
he ſet forth ſeveral Propoſitions with a Serman 
ſhewing the Vanity of Indulgences, and from that 
time ſet himſelf vigorouſly to oppoſe all the Er- 
rors of the Chureh of Rome. Afterwards: in the 

College of the Awguſtivians at Heidelburg he made 


* bd 
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q a learned Diſputation about Juſtification by Faith 
i and receiv'd'a Book written by John Huſs, front 
the Bohemians, who approv'd his Doctrine and 


exhorted him to Patience and Conſtancy main- 
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he boldly juſtify d his Proceedings before Cardi- 
nal Cajetar at Augsburg having obtain d a ſafe Con- 
duct from the Emperour Maximilian. 
Some time after, his Succeſſour Charles V. Sum- 
mond Luther to appear before him at Worms, and 
many:of his Friends diſſwaded him from going, 
but he told them, That theſe Diſcourage ments were 
ca in the N by Satan, who knew that by his Pro- 
ion of the Truth, in ſo Uluſtrious a Place; his 
Kingdom would be ſhaken and therefore if he bnew 
| there were as many Devils in Worms, as Tiles on 
#he Houſes, yet would he go thither. It being there 
| demanded of him, Whether he would recant, and 
recall his Works, after a little Deliberation. he 
anſwer'd, Of my Books ſonre tend to Faith and Pie- 


93 to theſe my Adverſaries give an ample Teſtimony : 
Oth 


ers are againſt the Pope and his Doctrine; ſhould 


T revoke theſe, I ſhould confirm his Tyranny : Others 4 


ere againſt private Men who defend his Cauſe, in theſe 
| 1 confeſs, 1 have been Jomewhat 0 vehement 
jet I cannot revoke them, unleſs I ſet open a Gap 1o 


the imprudence of many: Whereupon he was ba- 


| niſh'd by the Emperour and Excommunicated by 
the Pope, nevertheleſs the protection of the Di- 
vine Providence and the Favour of the Elector of 
| Saxony ſecur'd him from all outragious Attempts 

So that he ſpent the remainder of his Life in a Ho- 
ly Converſation, Reforming the Church, Promo- 


ting Piety, Tranſlating the Bible into the German 


Language, and Compoſing many excellent Treatiſes 
for the Inſtrution of good Chriſtians, which are 
| ſtill extant ; and at laſt dy'd in Peace, notwith- 
| - ſtanding the implacable Malice of his Enemies, i. 

Te "+1 e e the 
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taining the Truth, which he accordingly did; for 


\ "L999 1] | 
the great Climactetical Year of his Life Febr. 18. 
"The Day before his Death he din'd with his 
Friends and order'd a moderate Meal to be provi- 
ded in the Evening; during which he ſate at Ta- 
ble, and exhorted them to perſevere in the Faith; 
after Supper, be retir'd to Prayer and went to Bed; 
where he ſlept for a few Hours; but being awak d 
by the Night-pains of Death, his Friends came 
to take their laſt Farewell of him in this World: 
Then ſaid Luther, I pray God to preſerve the Do- 
Erine of the Goſpel amongſt you ; for the Pope and the 
Council of Trent have grievous things in hand: But 
be pray d and earneſtly begg'd of God, that he 
would defend his Church, and ſoon after gave 
up the Ghoſt. This great Reformer of the Church 
us d to ſay, Three things make a Divine, viz. Me- 
ditation, Pr dyer and Temptation, and three things 
were to be done by a Miniſter ;, 1. To read the Bible 
over and over, 2. To Pray earneſtly, 3. Always ia be 
4 Learner; and that they were the beſt Preachers, 
who ſpake, as to Babes in Chriſt, in an ordinary Strain 
popularly and maſt plainly. And at another time, 
' That in the Cauſe of God, he was content to undergo 
* the Hatred, and violence of the whole World. When 
Henry VIII. King of Exgland wrote an Invectipe 
ainſt him, he ſaid, Let the Henries, the Biſhops, 
the Turk and the Devil himſelf do what they can, we 
are Children of the. Kingdom; worſhipping and wait- 
ing for the Saviour, whom they and ſuch as they {pit 
por and Crucify. To conclude he was a Man of 
great Sanctity of Life, and had more regard to a 
good Chriſtian in the meaneſt Dreſs, than to a 
Crowned Prince, that did not keep his Word. He 
utter'd many other excellent Sayings, which are 
8 5 cd 
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JF \Homis Cromwell whs the * of A min 
Born at Putney, in the County; df. Surrey 
His Father s extreme Poverty prov d nonſtnall hin- 
derince to his Education ; nevertheleſs he was of 
fs pregnant a Wit, and indu'd with ſo gteat E- 
| Foquence, and other excellent natural Gifts, that 
| His admirable Parts could not be long Coticeal'd 
| from! the eoghigance of the Ingenious Perfonages 
of that Age. As he grew up, his Mind was in- 
tent upon Travelting, ſo that he took ſeveral Jour- 
neys into Fand, 2 and the Low Countties, 
| Where he was kindly entertain d by the Erglyb 
Merchants upon account of his — In- 
dowments. As yet he had no ſound rehiſh-of Re- 
ngion, till learning the New Teſtament by heart, 
de attain d to the knowledge of the Truth chat 


Vina Wolſey: and had the overſight of the build- 
| ing of Chrift's Oburch College in Oxford. After- 
| Wards the Cardinal falling into Diſgrace, Cremnell 
Vas preferr'd at Court under King Henry VIII. and 
Wok the frerdom to acquaint his Maj jeſty, That 
9 the Cafe then ſtood, he was but balf a King, 
| >whilſe the Pope had the'Supremacy, and that he 
| [gs eaſily appropriate the Large Revenues. of the 
to his Own Uſe. This Advice pleas u che 

h ey well, that he cave him his Ring off 
Hen Iris Finger, and fent him to the Convo- 
| |< cation of ns where mn he made an 
| 40 > 8 EM, eloquent 
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CET prov'd them to be in a Premumire, ino 
much that they were content to give the Summ of 
One thouſand Eight Hundred, Eighty. four Pounds 
to be freed from it. Not logg after, Cromwell w: 
highly promoted and dignify d with the Titles of 
Knight of the Garter, Maſter of the Jewel-houſe, 
Ear] of Efex, Great Chamberlain of England, an 
the King's Vice-gerent to repreſent his Royal Per 
ſon ; all which Offices he diſcharg d with general 
Applauſe ſo that his Honour did not puff him up 


with Pride, nor make him remiſs in his Duty, 
either to God or Man, but only ſerv'd to 8 
bis diligence in managing the Affairs of Church 
M »‚ A nan 25 wh, 1 
And indeed, he was always very zealous for the 
Truth, uſing his utmoſt endeavours to lpppral all 
tbe Abbeys and Monaſteries in Exglazd, in Pac 
that the Popiſh Prelates being extremely incens 
at thoſe Proceedings, ſeveral hot Diſputes and Tu- 
” anults aroſe about matters of Religion: Whereup- 
on the King appointed his Vice-gerent...to | 15 
them a meeting, who accordingly went, and ſit- 
ting at the upper end of the Table, told them, His 
« Majeſty mould permit uc alteration in Religion, bug -i4 
with their conſent and that of bis Parliament, exhort. 
ing then to lay aſide all Malice, Obſtinacy ang : 
| Carnal Reſpects, and to let the Scripture be the di: 
| preme Judge of their Church-Controverlics; Man 
bother material Points were alſo handled and debar- 7 


© ted at the ſame time, in that Aſſemby;ſo that althd © 
chis great Man could not altogether introduce the. 
* [KK Protcfiant Diſcipline, yet a Reformation was well 


begun throughout the whole Kingdom: For he. 
| caus d the People to be inſtructed- in the Lords 
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Prayer and Creed, in their Mother- tongue, and the 
Holy Scriptures likewiſe to be tranſlated; into Ex- 
gliſb, tothe end that all might read and underſtand 
them; moreover he extirpated their groſꝭ Idola- 
try, abſurd Pilgrimages and idle Holy-days, and 
gave liberty to eat Eggs and White Meats in Lent; 
he excited all Perſons to acts of Hoſpitality and 
ſnew d himſelf a Singular Pattern of Charity, by 
relieving the wants of the Poor, and maintaining 
the cauſe of the Diſtreſſed: But his humble De- 
meanour, grateful Temper, and great aptneſs to 
retain in his Memory good turns that were for- | 
merly done him, were more eſpecially remarkable; 
it will appear from the following Paſſages: - 
On a certain time as Thomas Cromwell, then Earl 
of Eſſex, was riding thro the. City in his Coach of 
State, he eſpy d an [aliar Merchant who had af- 
forded him relief in his great extremity beyond 
Sea, and order'd him to be immedfately 'call'd; 4 
The Merchant being a little ſurpriz d at ſo unex- |. 
pected a Rencounter, waited upon the Earl, who 
ask d him, If he did not remember that he reliev'd 
ſuch a one in bis neceſlity; the Merchant anſwering 
in the Affirmative ; Cromwell told him he was the 
Man, and demanded of him the occaſion of hjs 
coming over into Ergland. The Merchant reply d, 
he was in ſome Trouble, and had ſeveralDebts to 
get in, whichr he fear d he ſhould not accompliſh, 
| by reaſon he was much wrong d in his Cauſe ; then 
Cromwell affur'd him, that whatever he wanted he 
ſhould be ſupply'd with, and effectually perform d 
his Promiſe ; but beſides this Largeſs, the generous 
Earl took care that the Merchant had Juſtice done 
him, and recover'd all his Debts ; by that means 
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neſs. At another time, the ſame noble Lord Crom- 
well ſnew d his Gratitude to a poor Woman at 
Hounſlow, to whom he ow d forty Shillings for an 
old Reckoning contracted in the time of his greateſt 

Want, by ſettling an Annuity upon her for her 
Life, and ſeveral other inſtances of his admirable 
F Generolity, upon other Occaſions might eaſily be 
| producd. To conclude, he was a Father to his 
Country, a great Preſerver of Peace, a conſtant 
Patron to the Vertuous, and a Terrour to Evil- 
doers. 4 
But now, the Pope's Malice began to break out 
upon this Heroick Champion of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, like a mighty Torrent; for they lay'd ma- 
ny Things to his charge that he was altogether 
ignorant of, and ſuborn d falſe Witneſſes to ſwear 
againſt him; ſo that there being no Bulwark ſtrong 
enough to ſecure injur'd Innocence from ſuch 
= outragious Villany, he was ſent Priſoner to © 
the Tower of London, and ſeveral Commiſſi- 

7? oners were appointed to examine him; one of 
whom he deſir d to convey a Letter from him to 
the King: But he refus d to do it, ſaying, He monde 
bear no Letter to his Soveraign Prince from a Traytars, 
then the former requeſted of him only to deliver 4 
Meſſage to his Majeſty by word of Mouth; which 
be aſſented to: Whereupon Cromwell deſird the 
bother Lords there preſent, to witneſs what he had 

promis d, and ſaid, Commend me to the King and tel 
him, by that time he has ſo well tryd and proud you © 
| as 1 have done, he ſhall find you as falſe a Srcophaks 
| as ever came about him. However the Enemies of 
| this great Man, durſt not bring him to an opeti fair 

Tryal, * e procur'da Bill of Attainder 
to condemn him without Hearing: So that haviagg 
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mounted the Scaffold at the place of Execution, he 
made an humble Confeſſion of his Faith and begg d 
the Prayers of all the Spectators of that diſmal Tra- 
gedy : Then he recommended his Soul with pious 
Ejaculations, into the Hands of a moſt merciful Re- 
deemer and meckly ſubmitted to the fatal Stroke, 


In a ſhort time after his death, the perfidious 
Villany of his Adverſaries was detected and plain- 
ly made appear to the King, who expreſs d no 
{mall regret for giving way to the committing of 
ſo raſh an Act, and was often heard to cry . Ob, 
that I had my Cromwell alive again! vo 

Theſe few Strictures I have made of the Livek 25 
and Deaths of the Ancient Fathers and other emi- 
nent Divines; may perhaps be ſufficient toraiſe the 
cooling Deſires of many languid Chriſtians to the þ 
primitive height of Zeal and Purity, more eſpecial- 
ly thoſe that preach the Goſpel of the Ever-bleſſed 
Jeſus, that ſo we the Inhabitants of this fruitful 
Illand, may flouriſn in the midſt of a pious: and 
earned Clergy, and become a People of one 


Mind, firmly united together in Love and Good 
Works. And altho' at any time, ſome tender Con- 


ſciences may ſteer their Courſe to Glory, at a ſmall 
diſtance: from the main Channel of the beſt eſta- 


| bliſh'd Church; nevertheleſs let us not let fly the 


random ſhot of our Diſpleaſure againſt their weak- 
ch only keep them at a farther di- 
ſtance than they would be otherwiſe ; but let us en- 


deavour to win their good Will, by hanging out 


S the Chriftian Flag of Moderation, and diſplaying 
& the Streamers of Vertue and Patience, ſo as they 
may behold our Religious Courſe, with Admira- 
ion, that the ngarcr. they approach to view our 
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excellent Diſcipline, the more they may be allut d 
by it, to 24 our main Fleet; by Which means 
ve may become ſufficiently Potent, to encounter 
the moſt formidable Oppoſers of the Proteſtant 
Doctrine: But ſuppoſing the worſt, That our dif- 
ſenting Brethren, ſhould not be perſwaded todraw 
up with us, into one Line of Battel, butfhould fe- 
| parate into many particular Squadrons ; yet tis no 
great matter, ſo long as they ingage againſt the 
Common Enemy, and are under the Command of 
the ſame high Admiral. 
3 Therefore let us readily lay aſide all our former 


| £ Prejudices and 13 needleſs Diſputes one a- 
gainſt another, ſo as to preach and practiſe the Go- 


ö fpel of Chriſt, in the truth of it, which is Love, 
Peace and Concord; having now a ſeaſonable Op- 
portunity under the auſpicious Conduct of a moſt 
[3 prudent and pious Princeſs, to mantain the true 
i Proteſtant Religion, againſt the utmoſt Efforts of 
all the buſy Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome, 
| who are very ſenſible, That nothing elſe can pro- 
1 cure our Ruin, and bring in their Idolatrous Su- 
ñperſtitions, but our own unnatural Feuds and Diſ- 
d & tenſions; which carry no colour of Reaſon along 
0 © with them; but are all the Devil's ſly Inventions, 


to (tir up Heats and Animoſities in the Heartseyen 
of the beſt of Chriſtiais, by putting all intoa Flame, 
and depriving us of the Power of Godlineſs, un- 
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der a ſpecious ſhew of the Form of it; ſo that we 
poor degenerate Ptoteſtants may be the more eaſi- 
y drawn in to fight under his impious Banner, 
at and add to his Kingdom, ſuchas ſhall be damned; 
B WW To conclude, let me earneſtly entreat and on? 
7 jure by the moſt Sacred Ties of Religion, f 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, and other Profeſfatifs ©: 


N 


in the Chriſtian Church, of what Opinion ſo- 
ever they may be, to ſtrive to lead more exem- 
lary Lives than thoſe of a different Perſwaſion; 


ment in the World; for the gaining of Proſelytes 
to any Party whatever; for where one true Con- 
vert is brought over by Railing or Perſecution, a 


Humility and Moderation. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


A true Deſcription of Laſciviouſneſs, with a Reflection 
on the moment any Pleaſure of that filthy Sin, and 
the numerous Misfortunes that attend ſo foul an 


AT. 


. HE Laſcivious may ſport themſelves. 
= for a ſhort time, with an imaginary ſa- 
tisfaftion of Mind, in theirlewd and unchaſte Im- 
braces, and fancy they injoy more Delight in thoſe 
ſtolen Pleaſures, than others do in the Honourable 
State of Matrimony ; but their groſs Miſtake will 
foon appear, if we do but conſider a little, That 
the ardent Heat of a diſſolute Haunter of Brothel- 
houſes is no ſooner allay d, but the Man's quite of 
other Mind, and finds ſo 45 a Guilt within 
Mis panting Breaſt, that all his beaſtly Luſts are 


- bluſh when he looks the Harlot in the Face:So that 
their ſhameful Glances on each other may well be 
compar'd to the deſponding Looks of two Notori- 
ous Criminals Arraign'd at the Bar of a Court of 
Judicature, who are conſcious of their vile Practi- 
* I oo 
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ſince ſuch a Practice and ſuch only is the beſt Argu- 


thouſand come in, through the ſmooth Paths of 


-*chang'd into ſuch a ſenſe of his own Folly, as to 
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ces, and abhor one another, as Confederates in their 
mutual Deſtruction; and indeed, the Sin of n- 
WT continency reſembles a ſudden flaſh of Fire, which 
makes a great Blaze for a moment, but is ſoon ex- 


tinguiſh d in its own Aſhes. Theſe are the air 
Sparks that can Love and Hate, before the ſound- 
ing Clock has made an end of ſtriking its Hour, and 
WF continually covet that which cannot afford the 
© leaſt ſatisfaQion ; caſting a Laſcivious Eye on eve- 
ry pleaſing Feature they behold, and perſwadin 
: themſelves, there's ſome new delight in an Obje 
W they never ſaw before : Theſe are they that ſtroll 
up and down the Streets in the cloſe of the Eve- 
ning, and ſneak into Houſes of an ill Name, in a 
& vain purſuit of that which can never ſatisfy a ro- 
& ving Mind, but only ſerves to haſten their Ruin; 
coming to parley with a painted Sepulcher, that is 
all over fine without, but within full of Corrupti- 
| on and Rottennels. | 9 7 
Sucha deceitful Jilt is more fit to be confin'd ina 
Peſt-houſe, under cure for the Foul Diſeaſe, than 
to keep company with a Man of Senſe ; for by the 
means of her obliging Carriage and fawnin 
Tongue, ſhe ſoon tempts an unwary Heart to a ſpee- 
dy compliance with ſo hainous a Sin; then her 
loathſome Carcaſs inſenſibly diffuſes its noxiousve-- 
nom through the Bones of the poor deluded Cyl 
lies, which may take up more time in the rooting 
cout than the ſhort Life of ſuch profligate Wretch» © 
es, who are ſeldom thoroughly cur d of their lin. 
gering Malady, notwithſtanding all their noiſorme 
| Fluxings and Salivations, till they come to take - 
cold Sweat in the lower ſhades of the Grave, here 
| all their putrid Ulcers will be dry d up in the Duſt 
of the Earth, Theſe are they that ſpend their Sub- 
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ſtance, and waſte their natural Strength on a crowd 
or infamous Strumpets, whilft perhaps a vertuous 
Wife, and her innocent Babes are making moan 
to Heaven, for want of Food and the common Ne- 
ceſſaries of li To conclude, Theſe are they that 
wander up ang down the World in a forlorn con- 
dition, rected by God and abandon'd by all 
good Men ; It would be too hard a task, and too 
tedious a piece of Wark to draw a lively Scene of 
all the ſad Diſaſters that befall thoſe Perſons, who I 
take no care tq reſtrain their Deſires within the due 
bounds of Chaſtity, but let looſe the reins of their 
inordinate Affections, and give way to ſuch outra- 
gious Aftsof Extrayagance, as ſavour much more 
of a brute Beaſt than a reaſqnable Creature. = 
O miſerable Soul, why art thou ſo fond of that 
which will apparently prove thy utter Ruin? What 
account can'{t thou give me of the laſt Night's De- 
bauch; or what's become of that momentany Plea» 
ſare, and thoſe tranſitory Joys, with which thou 
waſt tranſported in the Arms of thy beloved Dali. | 
lah? Are they nat all paſs'd and gone, and have left. 
nothing behind them, but the bitter remorſe of a 
wounded Conſcience? Then what can'ſt thou com- 
pare this enormous Crime to, but the fair Apples 
of Sodom, which though they appear maſt beauti- MW 
ful and charming to the Eye, are no ſooner touch d, 
but they crumble to Aſhes, and leave. a ſtink be- 
hind-them? Now let me prevail with thee to make 
an ingenuous Confeſſion; Are not all thy wanton 
Imbraces like the crackling of Thorns ſet on fire, 
that make a great noiſe, and produce nothing but 
a cloud of Smoke, which ſerves only to annoy the 
Bebolder' Eye, or to infect the pureſt Air? O vain 
deluded Mortals that ſpend the flower of Life 5 
Wil | : 
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ſo unhealthy: a Climate, where; the; ſuffpenting 


Breezes will blaſt your blooming-Youth,, and cor- 
rupt the root of a well-planted 'Tree, ſo that its 
tender Leaves will fade and fall ere the Spring be 
t paſs d; whilſt a ſpreading Oak. that ſtands in the 
. verdant Plains of Continency and Moderation, 
11 MW. ſhoots forth its luxuriant Branches in the hotteſt 
o W Clime, which continue green even in the Autum- 
of W nal Seaſon, and never dye till they are nipp'd with 
o MW the Winter- froſts, and penetrated by the cold of 
le the tedious Nights! 5 
ir Where is the Man, and what is his Name, that 
* has made this Sin his chief delight, till the 5oth 
re Year of his Age, and is free from the dregs of thoſe 
D. iſeaſes that attend the committing of it? Let ſuch 
at an one tell me what Fruit he now finds in all his 
at former amorous Intrigues, and unſeemly Carefles, 
e- lf theſe Reaſonings are ſound and undeniable, let 
a. none be fo void of underſtanding, as to envy his 
21 Mans courſe of Life; for alaſs! he has ſpent his 
li- Days in a reſtleſs purſuit of his own Shame ; Let 
ft him alone to involve himſelf in Dangersand Trou- 
fa bles, like the filly Spider, that ſpins out her own 
m. Bowels in weaving a Web ready to inſnare her ſelf 
es againſt there comes a Sweep, when the poor tir d A- 
ti- nimal will be trod under foot and deſtroy d in its 
'd, o Net: Therefore never be thou deſirous to walk 
de- in any of his Ways, but let him crawl about the 


Town, with his Age of Sixty Years and Inclinations 
of Twenty; let him alone, he has Anatomiz d his 
Body to a Skeleton, and is going down the ſame 
but ſtream as the reſt of his Predeceſſours have done. 
the Why ſhould'ſt thou envy a Man in his Folly, and 
ain ſeek thy own Deſtruction. by imitating his flagi- 
ia WM fious Actions? What can't thou expect to find in 


* 13700 
che Night- pains of à foul Diſeaſe; but an aking 
& Head, a continual ſpitting of Phlegm, and putre- 
faction ariſing from a nauſeous Stomack 'd 
with the worſt of Druggs, that are fit for none but 
the vileſt of Sinners. Let the poor Wretch alone, 
beis only a heap of Skin and Bones, full of Aches 
from the Crown of the Head, to the Soles of the 
Feet, with a ſtinking Breath, a meager Look, a na- 
ſty Houſe and an empty Purſe : 


If ſuch Symptoms or Circumſtances as theſe are 
worth the Coveting, then take thy fill of this im- 
modeſt Vice, for a few Months and Years in the 
Elyſian Fields of the Ancient Heathens, or the 
Tarkiſh Paradiſe ; or rather, to give it its proper 
Name, in the filthy Stie of a fulſome Luſt : Other- 
wiſe, bid A. dien to all wandringThoughts,and ſuffer WF 
not thy roving Eyes to look upon a Maid or Wife, 
with rebellious Concupiſcence : Confine thy ſelf to a 
chaſte Virginity and a ſingle Life;or elſe make a pru- iſ 
dent choice ofa pure and laſting Love, to which 
thou may ſt at all times reſort, ſatiating thy Lawful 
Deſires at the wholſome Spring that is continually 
flowing in a fruitful Soil, and ever and anon ſolac- FF 

ing thy ſelf under the covert of a noble Stem, whoſe 

tender young ſhoots being duely tranſplanted, may BW 

bloom and grow up to tall Cedars,fit to be carv'd out 
for main Pillars in Church and State. Thus thou 
ſhalt be bleſs d in thy Generation, and thy Childrens 
Children ſhall praiſe thy Name ; when thy chaſte WW i 
Soul is aſcen ded into the Upper Regions, and thy WM © 
undefiled Body is taking a Sound Sleep in the dow - 
ny duſt of the Earth, till the Sound of the laſt t 
Trump is heard, Ariſe ye Dead, for Chriſt it come to 
give you Life: Then thou ſhalt find thy ſelf ioroll'd e 
among thoſe that never polluted their white Gar- 
5 | | ments, 


Ee 
ments, nor ſtain d their unblemiſh d Reputation | 
with unlawful wandering Deſires, but always kept 
themſelves #nſpotted from the World. - 
F Oh happy Man art 4 that can ſt contain thy 
ſelf within the ſtrict Bounds of a modeſt Life, 
and not launch out into the turbulent Sea of In- 
continency ! Then thy Barns ſhall be fll'd with 
V Plenty, and = Preſs (hall burſt forth with new: 
new Winez thy Wife ſhall be as a fruitful Vine by the 
3 Ae, of thine Hate and thy Children like Olive-plants. _ 
round about thy Table. Before the concluſion of 


- my Diſcourſe « on this Subject, I (hall here ſubjoyi 
two reſonable Addreſſes, wiz. one to ſuch as live 

r {Fin the wilful Commiſlion of this reigning Sin, and 
the other to thoſe that reſolve upon a Reformati- 

r on of their corrupt Manners. 

29 F Seaſonable i to thoſe that immerſe then 
„ ſelves in the abominable Sin of Uncleanneſs. 

h WS. 2 8 5 is not my Deſi ign to reflect on the Dead, 


or to rake up the ſleeping Aſhes of thoſe ' 
7 1 that are already gone to their Place; but there's one 
- ching Lcannot forbear reminding you of, viz. That 
ſe K this land of our Nativity was more debauch d in 
y the two Reigns preceeding that of his late Maje- 

ut $H than in Ten before. Then what Reaſon have - 
2 MW we gratefully to celebrate the Praiſe of King Wt- | 
ns 2 III. of ever-bleſſed Memory, who was n&Fer 3 
ſte ſeen to caſt a wanton Eye on the charming BA 

by {WT cies of the Court, nor to ſpeak a Word ſavouting 
x. | of Immodeſty; as alſo with all due Thankfulnels 
aſt to bleſs rhe Name of God, who has given him 
to worthy Succeſſour, by placing fo vertuous a Prin- 
rd ges on the Imperial Throne of theſe three noble. 

ar- Kingdoms: Therefore I would fain perſwadetny. - 
its, $$ B b- 2. " ſis 
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ſelf, Thatſach good Examples may be ſufficientef- 
fectually to ſuppreſs all ſorts of Vice in general, 
and this in particularz and induce the great Coun- 
cil of the Nation to enact a Law, for the inflict- 
ing of the {ame Puniſhment on ſuch notorious Of- 
tenders, as was hererofore ordain'd by Divine Ap- 
pointment, vis. That whoever was taken in Adul- 
try, ſhould be ſton d to Death. 

About forty or fifty Years ago, it was matter 
of Wonder to hear of a Deboſhee, and a ſurprizing 
Prodigy, to ſee any glorying in thisBeaſtlySin of Un- 
cleanneſs; nay it there were any that pull'd off their 
Vizards and acted with a bare Face, thy were look d 
upon as Monſters, altogether unfit for Humane So- 
ciety neither would any Perſons of repute aſſoci- 
ate themſelves with ſuch lewd Company,leſt they 
ſhould be ſuſpected as guilty of the like detcſtable 
Crimes: But alaſs! in this degenerate and laſcivi- 
vious Age all Orders and degrees of Men amongſt: 
us, from the higheit to the loweſt run headlong 
into this dangerous Gulph, as the, Horſe ruſhes in- 
to the Batrel;inſomuch that many account it a fine 
genteel Accompliſhment, to keep their Ladies of 
Pleaſure, and others are ſo exquiſitely nice, as to 
deſire a new Face every day, as it were on purpoſe 
to ſtir up new Sins, and to inflame the Luſts of a 
Corrupt Heart. And farther, ſome of theſe Helliſh 
Wretches are ſo profane, as not to content them- 
fel ves with committing of ſuch foul Acts in the pre- 
ſence of the All-ſeeing God, but they inceſſantly 
belch out the corruption of their gangreen'd 
Minds, and boaſt of their Scandalous Intrigues, 
with common Strumpets, in hopes by that means 
to infect the Thoughts and Actions of others with 
their fatal Venom; nay I fear ſome brag of * 
n 1 : than 
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than they ever did, and even of ſuch abominable 
Lewdneſs as can ſcarce be ſuppos d to have been 
ever acted by a luſtful Satyr, a Devil incarnate; or a 
Leacherous Fiend in Humane ſhape. 1310 
& Theſe are they that diſgorge their obſcene Di- 
courſes in Houſes of publick Reſort, and the high 
E Streets of Cities and Towns. I have often, with 
no (mall regret, heard ſome of theſe effeminate 
Imps talking of their Shame, with ſo greac an air 
of Complacency, as if it added credit to their Per- 
ſons, or an ornament to their Souls, preſumptu- 
oully deſpiſing the Conjugal Lite, and ſcorntully 
fouting at thoſe that unite themſelves by that So- 
lemn Contract; For (ſay they) 'tis below the di- 
gnity of a Man to ſtoop under the zoke of Matrimo- 
ny, or to be confin d to a familiar Converſe only with 
one Wife, tho never ſo Vertuows : In ſhort, theſe are 
they that are for baſtardizing all Mankind, or u- 
ſing their Imbraces after ſo promiſcuous a manner, 
as to unpeople the World in an Age or two. But 
alaſs! this Evil (I cannot utter it without the ut- 
moſt Regret) is apparently the predominant Vice of 
the Ereliſh Nation, the leprous Spots of which are 
eaſily diſcern d by the Sages of Heaven in the foul 
Actions of the Devil's Slaves; for let a Man go 
where he will, he either hears or ſecs the diſmal 
Effects of this direful Peſtilence. 1 

And indeed, tis with the greateſt Reluctancy 
imaginable, that Iam forc'd to Reflect ſo ſeverely 
on my beloved Country men, whoſe precious Souls 
value above all things that are dear to me in this 
World; eſpecially in regard that there's no Cure 
for ſo deadly a Wound, but by laying it open; fo 
as the ſtupid Offenders may plainly ſee the Danger 
they are in, of periſning Everlaſtingly, unleſs they'll 

| Bb 3 be 


e 
be perſwaded to follow the Rules preſcrib'd in the 
Written Word of God, againſt this Foul Diſeaſe: 
For I am ſenſible, that we of this Land come very 
little ſhort of Sodom and Gomorrah, which noted 
Cities were long ſince deſtroy d by Fire from Hea- 


ven, for the Sin of Uncleanneſs; and God grant 


that we nay not fall under the fame dreadful Ca- 
| lamity, or be overtaken with ſome other aſtoniſh- 
ing judgment: And let me tell you, tis a bad 
Prefage of approaching Ruin, to behold a People 
that profeſs. themſelves to be Chriſtians and Fol- 
lovers of the moſt Pure Immaculate Jeſus, burn- 
ing with unruly Luſts, whilſt every Man neighs 
after his Neighbour's Wife: Thus the diſſolute 
Wretches ſtroll up and down the Streets Day and 
Night in purſuit of their own Shame, and in imi- 
tation of the brute Beaſts that periſh ; for if they 
abſtain for the preſent from committing the very 
Act, which tis to be fear'd ſome do in private 
Courts and Alleys ; nevertheleſs there they make 
the lewd Contract, and ſign it with their looſe un- 
ſeemly Carriage; fo that their inordinate Affecti- 
ons being once inflam'd,they ſoon ratify the Trea- 
ty at the Place appointed for their Rendevous. 

And indeed, were I to draw a lively Scene of all 
the filthy Abominations of this Vice that are com- 
mitted under the cope of Heaven in the ſpace of 
twenty four Hours, I firmly believe, The vileſt 
Wretch amongſtus, would ſtand abaſ{h'd, and ad- 
mire how God can with-hold pouring forth the 
Full Vials of his Wrath on ſuch daring Criminals. 
Then what reaſon have the Righteous, to © bleſs 
the Name of the Holy One, who inhabits Eternity, 
that they are not conſum'd by the flagrant Sins of 
'theſe Notorious Offenders, whoſe Deeds are fo 
” *** black 
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Black, as to excite the Divine Juſtice utterly to de- 

ſtroy the whole Nation, in taking a ſevere Ven- 

geance on thoſe that run a Whoring after their in- 
ſatiable carnal Appetites. Certainly, it cannot be 
long ete the Almighty to avenge his juſt Quarrel, 
will vifit us with ſome dreadful Judgment for this 
enormous Crime; then let me aſſure all thoſe Wo 
are conſcious Of it, That unleſs they ſpeedily with 
draw themſelves from the World after A ſuch 
manner as I am now about to deſcribe, they'll find 
the diſmal Effects of their inevitable Ruin, 8 tis 
too late to repent, and the Righteous wilt be G- 
blig d to take a'ſhare with them in Temporal Pu- 
niſhments. Therefore this is my Requeſt to all ſorts 
of Incontinent Perſons, as Adulterers, Adulte- 
reſſes, Fornicators, Courtiſans, &. That they 
would retire to their Cloſet, or ſome ſceret place, 
ind there recite theſe few Lines hereafter ſub- 
join d, with the ſame earneſtneſs as have expreſs d 
them, once a Day, but for one Month, and after- 
wards twice a Weck; which if they will vouch- 
ſafe to do, I doubt not but by the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
they'll become ſincere Converts, if God has not 
given them over to 2 Reprobate Senſe, fo as to 
follow their exorbitant Pleaſures with greedineſs, 
notwithſtanding all the found Arguments and 


ſtrong Motives that can be us'd for thcir Convi- 
ction. uch! 


— 


| Remedies againſt the Sin of Dl. 


g. 3.— A N theſe bewitching Tres of of Incon- 
tinency afford me any real Satisfacti- 

* on, ſo as to counter-ballance an Everlaſting 
| Night of Pain and Deſpair ; or is there any de- 
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light i in the charms of the greateſt Beauty, that 
can compenſate the Miſeries — ſo ſad an Eternity 
: * of Guile? Then what blind Infatuation is that 
bich eggs me on to commit this brutiſh Sin z is 
it poſſible for me to bear the weight of Almigh- 
| ty Vengeance, or indure the Flames of the, Di. 
vine Wrath in the Future State? Of how long 
duration is the Pleaſure of this Vice that I ſo —— 
admire; does the full enjoyment of it continue 
for A Hundred Years, or for Twenty, Ten, Five, 
* or for ſo much as One? Nay, does it laſt for, a 
| Month, a Week or a Day, or even for the fourth 
part of a Winter- night, or for an Hour, or halt. 
that ſpace ot Time? By no means; then I'll bid 
* a final A- dien to that vain momentany Delight : 
Shall L run the hazard of ruining my precious 
| © Soul to all Eternity, for ſo ſmall a Trifle, as the 
* ſhort Pleaſure of a few Minutes in a Day? Or to 
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* to take my fill of Carnality, from the younger, 
© Years of Fifteen till the Age of Eighty, and ſhould 
*.reckon up all the time which my Stren gth may al- 
© low me in the immediate injoyment of thoſe ra- 
© viſhing Tranſports, it would not amount to 15 
* | © ſpare of thirty Days. 
| < If the Caſe be ſo, what a woful exchange; Wall 
make, to dwell in a diſmal Cloud of Darkneſs 
during an infinite number of Years for the imagi- 
* nary Delights of ſo ſhort a Time] On the con- 
{ © trary, I'M rather ſtarve and mortify all, thefe my 
k unruly Members, in order to bring them into ſub- 

| <jection to the Laws of Chaſtity, than by Inconti - 
* nency, caſt them into Eternal Miſeries: I'll im- 
F< midiately withdraw my quick Eyes from gazing 
| on thoſe ö Sepulchers, whoſe Was | 
| _ . 


. 

* 
15 
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8 ſpeak the moſt, ſuppoſing I were ſo Vicious, as 


5 
* 
5 


ber Houſe, leſt I ſhould be tempted to break my 


5 Sacred Vows, or caſt a e on my cieky Re- 
= © putation. 
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« Faces are mark d with the Plague · po ts t. Hell; 
* neither will I come near any of the Female Sex, | 
« ſo.as to tranſgreſs the Holy Commands of Hea- 
« yen : But I'll confine my roving Thoughts with- 
< in the bounds of a modeſt Life, and whenever! 
ceive new Ambuſhes to be laid to inſnare my 
0 «Paſtry, I' make a fate; retreat to the impregna- 
© ble — 5 Prayer. Althd the Lips of à ſtrange. 
Woman may drop as an Honey · comb, and her 
Mouth be ſmoother than Oil; nèvertheleſs 1 am 
very ſenſible, that the Iſſue of her Proceedings is 
« a5 bitter as Wormwood, and ſharper than atwor- 
* edged Sword ; For her Feet go down to Drath, and 
* her ſteps take "bold of Fell. Therefore Il make 
* haſte to depart from her crooked Ways, and ne- 
ver ſeek to find them out, but order my Eoot- 
© ſteps in the even Paths of Continency ; turning 


| © away mine Eyes from beholding ſuch voſuffera;) | 
l * ble Vanities ; Neither will J for the future; climbs 


up, to ber Bed, or even come near the Door of 


* Othou that liveſt for ever in the bi oheſt Hes. 
vens, vouchſafe to infuſe into my Soul uch areal 
* unfeigned Love for Thee, that 1 may not be: 

g * drawn away by any ſinfull Allurements, nor give: 
my Honour to others, leſt Strangers be fill'd with 
my Wealth, and I come to mourn at laſt like a 

Turtle, when my Body is conſuming and reduc d. 


to a living Skeleton, or cry out when it is too 
late, How have I hated Inſtruction and deſpisd 
; Reproof, not obſerving the wholſome Advice of 
the Wiſe, nor inclining my Ears to the Teachers. 
be gone from me, ye that are tranſported with 


the 
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4 the Charms of a lewd Proſtitute, and imbrace her 
| pernicious Love: For can a Man put Fire into his 
| Boſom without burning his Clothes, or walk up- 
| on live Coals and not be ſcorch'd? So he that 
goes in to his Neighbour's Wife, and ſo much as 
touches her, ſhall not be innocent: Then let a- 
morous Youths luſt after the varniſh'd Beauty of 
the fair Sex, or be deluded by their wanton Glan- 
ces; for my part I'll ſtay at home, looking thro 
the Cafement of my Window with indignation 
and ſcorn upon a Crowd of idle Fops, who ate ſo 
void of Underſtanding as to meet a Harlot in the 
corner of the Streets, or in any other Place in the 
Evening: twiliglit, and to go with her into a Houſe 
of ill Repute in the dark and gloomy Night, 
or even at Noon. day, there to imbrace a lewd Jilt 
in bet looſe Attire ſet out with ſhameleſneſs and 
ſubtilty of Heart; a ſhifting Strumpet that is cla- 
morous and ſtubborn, whoſe Feet abide not in 
F the Chamber, if ſhe be deny'd her own unrea- 
ſonable Demands. e SY 
Do but ſee the ignorant Cully, how tamely he 
parts with all his Wealth to pleaſe an Adulterous 
Brute; who'ſfecures his fine Gold, and in exchange 
| thereof kiſſes him with an impudent Face, ſaying, 

| I have Peace-offerings with me this Day, I have paid 
| myVows: therefore came ] forth to meet thee, yea di- 
ligently to ſeek thy Face, and I have found thee : 
| Come lye down upon my Bed deck'd with a covering of 
| Tapiſtry with card Works and fine Linnen of Eg ypt, 1 
| have perſum'd my Bcd with Myrrh, Aloes and Cinamon. 
Come let us take our fill of Love till the damn of the 
| Morning, les us ſolace our ſelves with ſweet Imbraces, 
| for the good Man of the Houſe is not at home, he's 
| noe ln Tourney, and will not returs till the Day 
3 49 * 


rits of an Immaculate. 


_ © Heart;' to the Throne of thy Grace, That thon 


All- ſu ffciency in my Inability, and let thy pro- 


n 
appointed. Now behold the Dart is ſtruck thrs his 
Liver, and the poor Wretch is miſerably decoy'd, 
as a filly Bird that runs ſpeedily int be ür not 
knowing it to be laid for its Life. Then 'whoe- 


ver may eommit ſuch an egregious piece of Folly; 


for my part, have ſeen the evil of it, in the Days that 
are paſs d, and am reſolv d, by the aſſiſtance of Hea- 


ven, to ſhun ſuch Temprations for the time'to come; 


never ſuffering the Thoughts of my Heart to rove 


about in queſt of a ſttrange Woman: Neither wilt] 


go aſtray in ſuch crookedPathsʒ for ſhe has caſt down 
many Wounded, yea many ſtrong Men have been 
flain by her fair Speeches; for her tawning Love 
is the direct Road to Miſery, and leads down to 
the Pit of Deſtruction. Depart far from me, all y 
that tempt me to do fo ſo brutiſh an Act, I am de- 


ſirous to withſtand all * allurements, àtid t 


entreat Almighty God, for the ſake of his Pear 
Son Jeſus Chrift, to forgive all that is paſs d, and 
to create in me ſuch chaſte and moderate Deſire 
as become one that woes tobe Savdthrò the Me- 
| Trucify'd Redeemer. * 0 
O Eternal God, I humbly beſeech thee, with 
the unfeigned deſires of my Soul, before all the | 
« hoſt of Heaven, lifting up my Eyes, Hands and 


* would'(t vouchſafe to mortify my unruly Mem 
bers, to ſubdue my rebellious Luſts, to ſuppreſs 
my laſcivious Deſires, and to bridle my inordi- 
nate Affections; thoroughly cleanſing me from 
the loathſom ſtains of this foul Sin. O my Bleſ- 
* ſed Redeemer, Iam ſenſible that without thy aid, 
J can do nothing; therefore I earneſtly entreat 
* thee, to ſhew thy Power in my Weakneſs, th 


picious 
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L * pictous Sacrifice atone for all my former Offen- 

5 

| I abhor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes upon account 
of this black Ls hainous Crime, fo that Ill re-ite- 

| Tate my. Vows and importunate Supplications to 

| Heaven, to the laſt Gaſp of Breath, rather than re- 


| ew ſo enormous a Sin; a Sin that is attended with 
Shame and Regret; a Sin that makes God my E- 
nemy, and deprives me of that real comfortable 
| Love, which us'd to flow trom the Chaſte Boſom 
of a Vertuous Wite ; a Sin that expoſes me to the 
Scorn and Hatred of all good Men, and even to 
| the Deriſion of diſſolute Libertines; a Sin that 
| ruffles my Mind, diſtracts my Thoughts, and puts 
me all over into a Flame, which is never quench'd 
but continually burning with inſatiable Deſires; a 
Sin that conſumes my Subſtance, deſtroys the health- 
ful conſtitution of my Body, and brings me to ut- 
ter Ruin ʒ a Sin that diſſolves this delicate frame 
of Nature; and conſigns my Soul over to Eternal 
Damnation; a Sin that transforms a Man into a 
| brute Beaſt, and changes his Reaſon into a filthy 
Luft ; a Sin that violently raviſhes the Chaſte, and 
outragioully inſults the Innocent; a vin that ſteals 
away, that precious Time, which ought eo be ſpent 
the Service of the Great God, and in provi- 
15 for the Neceſſaries of Humane Life; ; à Sin that 
is accompany d with a continual fear of an infecti- 
| ous Diſcaſe, or the dread of a Diſcovery by the in- 
zur'd Party; a Sin that inſla ves the Mind and ca- 
ptivates the Body; to conclude, a Sin that is ac- 
cumulated with all that is bad, and void of all that 
| 35 good. 
| Theſe and other dreadful Calamities are - appa- 
| rently the uumerous Guards that attend this _ 
c 


fr 
ble din in its publick and private Capacity; there- 
fore let all ſuch raſh inconſiderate Fops ſpend their 
remaining Days in a vain purſuit of their owry 
Deſtruction, and run from the wanton Imbraces 
of one Harlot to another, with Hearts full of Un- 
cleanneſsʒ let their luſtful Eyes rove up and down in 
queſt of ſome new tempting Object, which requires 
more Pains and Charge in the attaining of it, thai 
they can find real Pleaſure in the enjoyment; let 
them look upon me with Scorn and Derifion; 
on account of the ſudden Change of my courſe of 
Life, and endeavour to buftoon me out of my So- 


lid Reaſon; let painted Harlots come in their gau- 


dy Attire, to make an Attempt upon my Chaſtity! 
with all their fawning Speeches ſaying, Caſt off thoſe 
ſeaviſh Fears of a future State, till a more comvents! 
ent . jon may find Time enougli to be ſerious; | 
when the evil Day comet Why art thou /o ſtupid ane 
heavy ; what mournful'Writer is he, that has com- 


dos el ſuch aſſecting Lines, as to make thee fall into a 


fit of Melancholy ? Diſperſe the darkneſs of ſuch 4 
black Cloud, with a Manly Preſence of Mind; lay a> 
fide thoſe dozing Thoughts, and caſt away the dull 
Book, which treats of nothing that can bring any Pleas 
ſure to thy Senſitive Parts : Come, Come, and lye with 
me ; we'll take our fill of raviſhing Love, and ſolace our 
ſelves with our mutual kind Imbraces. #06 

Notwithſtanding all theſe and many more trea- 


cherous Allurements of the like nature, Ill with- 


hold my Eyes from admiring a faithleſs Female 
Beauty, that ſparkles with a ſeeming Modeſty 3 Ut 
never give my ſelf the liberty to look upon a looſe 
Woman; that appears to be all over charming 
without, but is a Devil incarnate within; having 
a fair Complexion, but a ſinful Soul a pleaſing 

1 Eye. 
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Eye, but a luſtful Heart; Lips ſmooth and ſoft 
but a Tongue full of Deceit: A fair Courtezan, 
{ who is young in Years, but old in vicious Practi- 
| ces; a pleaſant Object to the ſight of the Laſcivi- 
| ous but odious to God and all wiſe Men; a pretty 
Laſs indeed, but lewd in Words and deceitful in 
1 2 obliging and free in Carriage, but as 
ſly as Lucifer, and as proud as a fallen Angel; gay 
n Attire, but vain in Affections; ſeeming to be ver- 
tuous, but in reality quite otherwiſe. Therefore, 
meekly calling upon God for the powerful aid of 
his Divine Grace, I'll uſe my utmoſt endeavours 
to (hun theſe Temptations and keep off from the 
brink of the bottomleſs Pit; for all the bright ap- 
pearances of this ſnining Lady of Pleaſure are on- 
+ ly like a fiery Comet, or ſome other hot Exhalati- 
on inflam'd in the Air, which makes a great Blaze 
for a while, occaſioning much noiſe and talk in 
the World, but ſerves only to preſage a ſudden 
8 Revolution, or to foretell the ſad Citaſtrophe that 
will follow ſuch a glaring Light. Then let thoſe 
that forget God, and are altogether careleſs in pro- 
# viding for the ſalvation of their own Souls, be ta- 
ken in her fooliſh Snares; let them leave their Stu- 
dies and ſerious Conſiderations, to admire . theſc 
airy Phantomes that will prove fatal both to their 
Souls and Bodies. For my part, I'l] retire to ſome 
& ſolitary Cave of the Earth, there to ſpend the 
© ſhort remains of Life in Divine Contemplati- 
ons, rather than expoſe my ſelf to all the Judg- 
ments that attend ſo capital a Crime, and run the 
hazard of being undone to all Eternity: Altho 
the moſt beautiful of the Charming Sex ſhould 

ſtrive to intice me to Lewdneſs with all the baits 
of this momentany Pleaſure z yet Ill never ſtand to 
1 parley 
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parley with her, but run, as one purſud with 4 
thouſand Deaths; ſtop > my Ears, cloling my 
Eyes, and crying aloud, I zeither dare, nor will 
commit that unſeemly Sin, either in Thought, Word or 
Deed, to gain ten thouſand Worlds. ul 
I ſhall conclude this Diſcoutſe ana Chapter with 
a remarkable Paſſage out of Martin Lather. * 1 
knew a Young Man (ſais be) in the City of Er- 
* furdt, who us d his utmoſt efforts to debauch a 
Pamſel that waited upon his Mother; inſomuch 
that this Gentlewoman being inform'd by the ſame 
« Damſel of her Son's deſign reſolv'd to prevent 
« him, and to that purpoſe lay'd her ſelf down on 
the Maid's Bed: Some time after, the Son being 
ignorant of what had happen d went to Bed to 
© his Mother, who likewiſe burn'd in Luſt, and fo 
* fatiated his lewd defires; whereupon ſhe con- 
* ceived and having brought forth a'Daughter 
caus d the Infant to be nurs d and educated in a- © 
. © nother Place. In proceſs of time the Mother 
tock her Daughter home, as if ſhe were the Child 
* of a Stranger, who was of ſo delicate a Complexi- 
* on, and of fo obliging a behaviour, that the Son 
fell in love with her and Marry'd her withghe 
* Mother's Conſent; neither of them knowing any 
thing at all of the matter; ſo that ſhe was his 
* Daughter, Siſter and Wife: But the Judgment 
of God ſoon overtook the Mother's horrid Crime 
and fell heavy upon the Son for his former Wick- * 
* edneſs. e 


2 | , 
\ ” a 
— . G , 7 * 
9 - b 4 - * 2? dt] ry 
' - * - - * & he 
. ? 
- . 1 * | " Y ' 
x _ 


k XY 
3. FEED 


— — 7 . 5 


= » Wo Ya "IEA. 


1 
3 
A 
"þ 
A 
52 
N ve 
4 
I. 
xt 


I. 
+ 
„ 

: 


I 


Night into Day ; for;my part, I had much rather 


—— — ' 
l - - 
1 74 
L. N 
* 25 


* 


9 A f XXIV. 
A 11.80 7 4 1 74 N 
The great folly of intemperance in Drinking. 
Void my Preſence for ever all ye diſſolute Re- 
vellers, that ſpend your Lives in Riot and 
Debauchery, turning the Day into Night, and the 


take my ſweet Repoſe in due time, than be forc'd to 
wake, and drink thoſe deadly Draughts, that drown 
the pure(tFhoughts,and ſeparate the beſt of Friends. 
Let profligate Libertines impair their Health, con- 
ſume their Eftates, and cauſe flouds of Tears to flow 
from the Eyes of their tender Wives and ſtarved 


Children, and all for the ſake of thoſe infeparable 


Pot-companions that egg them onto Ruin. Were 
there no Divine Commands or Threats to deterr 
me from the Sin of exceſſive Drinking, yet if I did 


but conſider what a train of dreadful Calamities at- 
tends the Drunkard's life, I ſhould ſoon be induc d 


to ſhun the converſation of all his delnding Follies: 
For whereſoever I turn my Eyes; round about the 
ſurface of this habitable Globe of Earth, 1 cannot 


. but ſee vaſt crouds of theſe ſorts of Men,lamenting 
their ſad Misfortunes when it is too late: One is 
grie voully tormented with the Head- ache ano 
ther groans under a violent fit of the Gout; a third 


is drown'd with the ſwelling Dropſie ; a fourth is 


pin d away with the flow motions of an incurable 


Conſumption, or a general decay of Nature; a fifth 
is confin d within the ſtrongeſt hold of a noiſom 
Goal; a ſixth is cloth'd with Raggs, and depriv'd 


of all the neceſſaries of Humane Life; a ſeventh 
is compell'd to fly his native Country, and to ſpend 


the 


yet none of my former pretended Friends can give 
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the remainder of his days in a ſtrange Land; and 
you may hear an eighth that is fallen ſick with 
drinking of Healths bemoaning himſelf to this ef- 
fect: | 

O fooliſh Man that I was to deſtroy my ſelf in 
« oratifying a pack of drunken Sots, depriv'd of Rea- 
n fon and common ſenſe! What pleaſure have I 
found in keeping them Company, that can coun- 
© ter-ballance the Miſery I now indure? I plainly 
© ſee their intimate Friendſhip has prov'd my utter 
Ruin; fince all my Mirth is ſuddenly chang d in- 
© to a lingering Sorrow: What deſperate Frenzy 
© was that which bereay'd me ſo far of my Wits, as 
not to be capable of perceiving my Errour, be- 
fore this fatal Hour? I pant and mourn, and find 
my Animal Spirits decay ing, by inſenſible Degtees; 


me eaſe, or afford me any ſolid Comfort; fo that 
© am fore d to ſpend the ſhort remains of Life in 


fetching deep Sighs and Groans, in making ſad 


Complaints, and in uttering unprofitable Lamen- 
* tations. How often did I flatter my ſelf, that 
the (trength of the Wine would quite drown. 
© thoſe anxious Cares about future Events? But a- 
* laſs, what a vain Opinion was this, ſince they ate 
* all return'd with an increaſe of a Thouſand-fold} 
* How frequently was I perſwaded, to paſs away 
* the tedious Nights merrily, with the agreeable 
* Converſation and fluſter'd Diſcourſes of my old 
* Companions in Debauchery? But now I wiſh in 
* vain, that I had ſpent thoſe numerous Hours in 
a private Retirement, and in ſtating the Accounts 
© between the great God and my own precious Soul, 
* ſo that I ſhould now injoy a ſound Mind, and a 
* healthful conſtitution of Body: What allug&s 
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ments were there in the ſparkling Glaſs, that di- 
f verteck my Thoughts from feriouſly conſidering, 
That thoſe inflamingDraughts would one Day de- 


© prive me of the greateſt Comfort on this {ide the 
Grave? | | 


I cant forget what a Reproach Ithought it to be, 
not to pour down my gaping Throat, as great aquan- 
tity, ot Liquor as the reſt of my frantick Aſſociates ; 
but now I look upon it as a Vertue, not to exceed 
the due bounds of Moderation. Oh how happy 
nad it been for me, if I had been one of thoſe Sa- 
ges, who were cenſurd and revil'd as not fit for 
the Converſation of thoſe that aſſume the pom- 
pous Title of Boon Companions ; then Iſay, I might 
have led a happy Life: But I was ſo fooliſh as to 
imagine, There could be no oppotunity of Dealing 
or making a Contract with any advantage, unleſs 
it were at that Inſtant, when my Neighbour was 
"overtaken in his Cups. O fatal Bargain to me, which 


- has put this admirable frame of Nature, into fo 


great Diſorder; tor I have loſt my Reputation, ru- 
1nd my Family, and am now labouring under the 
Tad misfortunes of a lingering ſickneſs, and extreme 
Penury. To conclude, another riotous Deboſhee 
may be ſeen taking his leave of the World, full of 
Horrour, Shame and Confuſion :, Oh the anguiſh 
of bis Soul, the trembling of his Body, the rattling 


of his Joynts, and the Convulſions of his Nerves, 


upon the ſenſe of his near approach to Eternity, 
and that Everlaſting State where he muſt leave all 
his jolly Companions here on Earth for the ſocie- 
ty of tormenting Fiends and Camned Reprobates 
in Hell : 

Where all his ſtrict Amity and Friendſhip, will 
be chang d into the moſt implacable Hatred and Ma- 
A 9 e 


ww 


1 cio MC ena 


hw a UW OwYy wYw.erre "9 


"2 37 | | 
lice; Where all his Laughter will end in ſtreams of 
Tears, yet none of thoſe Flouds will afford him any 
refreſhment, or allay the inflammation of a wound- 

ed Conſcience; where inftead of caſting away his 
Worldly Cires, he'll be continually careful, to think 

how miſerable he muſt be World without end ; 
where he'll have no want of Torments to paſs a- 
way Time, which formerly lay ſo heavy upon his 
Hand, quring his abode here on Earth: Where 
inſtead 'of reproaching others abroad, for not run- 


ning into the ſame exceſs of Riot with himſelf; 


his undiſprovable Witneſs within, will upbraid 
him with that groſs miſtake, of expoſing his Soul 
and Body, to the rage of Almighty Vengeance; 
where he'll be ſenfible of the il! Habits he con- 


| tracted in a Temporary State, which are now to 


belamented to all Eternity: Where inſtead of quaf- 
fing off full Bowls of the juice of the ſweeteſt 
Grapes, he muſt drink up the Vials of the Divine 


Wrath even the very dreggs of them; where the 


parkles of that luſnious Wine, which he took ſo 
much delight in, will inceſſantly fly in his guilty: 
race, to put him in mind, that the burning of his 
inflam'd Breaſt, can never be quench . 
Then if this is to be the lot of thoſe that drown' 
their Reaſon with intoxicating Liquors, let the 
drink their fill; for my part, II keep off, as far 
as it lies in my power, from the dangerous Road 
that leads to fo fatal a Precipice ; thoſe Diſcreet”. 
Perſons ſhall be my conſtant Companions, who! 
obſervethe Rules of Sobriety, that lead a regular 
Life, and are content with the moderate Refreſh- 
ments of Nature: Let the Drunkards run on in the: 
fall career of their exorbitant Revels, and accu- 
tom themſelves to ſtrong-body'd Wines of the* 
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y deepeſt dye; I dare not be ſo ſottiſh, as to ſtupify 
my Senſes with ſuch a Potion, as will obſtruct my 
latellectual Faculties, and hinder me from making 
g aclear diſtinction between Good and Evil: I can- 
not but know that if ever I give way to theſe Diſ- 
orders, | may ſoon ingage my ſelf in Brawls, de- 
8 ſperate Wounds and Murders; and daily Experi- 
ence aſſures me, that thoſe long Reckonings muſt 
be paid at laſt : Therefore ſuch prudent Reflecti- 
ons as theſe (hall arm me againſt the cloſe of the 
Evening, when my tempting Neighbours and pre- 
* tended Friends will come with their kind Invitati- 
ons. entreating me to ſpend an Hour or two over 
a Glaſs of the fineſt and molt delicious Wine, free 
from mixture: So that their ſmooth Words and 
fair Speeches ſhall never prevail with me to ſwal- 
low down the deadly Bait; for I am very ſenſible, 
That their Hour or two is ſeldom run out, till the 
approach of another Day, it not the very dawn 
of it, and the Liquor they ſo much admire, di- 
ſtracts their Brains to ſuch a degree, as makes a Man 
like a Buffoon on a Stage, expoſing himſelf to a 
crowd of idle Spectators, who are well pleas d to 
ſee him reel to and fro, acting the part of a Luna- 
tick : Thus the deluded Sot, when the Spirits of 
the heady Wine have once ſeiz d his Brain, thinks 
himſelf as noble as a Prince; but upon the return 
of his Reaſon, he ſoon perceives his groſs miſtake, 
and is ready to ſneak into ſome private Corner, to 
avoid the fight of thoſe that were the Eye · witneſ⸗ 
fes of his Folly, during his notorious Diſguiſe. 
Therefore, whoever may be ſo ſottiſh, as to 
tranſgreſs the Laws of Moderation, and wallow 
in all manner of Debauchery like the filthy Swine 


in the Mire, I'm refolv'd in the cloſe of every Day, 
f ear - 


n Gt 
earneſtly to exhort thoſe that are under my Tuition, 
to abſtain from Rioting and Drunkenneſs; as al- 
ſo, to beSober and Temperate in all the delicious 
Draughts that are made for the chearing of Man's 
Heart, the reviving of his Spirits, the clearing of 
his more refined Thoughts, and the entertainment 
of mutual Society: Then may I expect to be free 
from all thoſe Inconveniencies of Life, which at- 
tend fuch extravagant Courſes ; ſo that in the end 
of my Days, I may adore, bleſs and magnify my 


Great Creator, who has indu'd me with ſo much 


Grace, as to keep me from running out into thoſe 
ſhameful Exceſſes, and diſorderly Practices. 
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. The Poor Man's Solace, or Divine'"Contems | 
plations on the Pleaſures of a Country- life. 


That I could hide my ſelf in ſome ſhady 


Thicket, or ſome pleaſant Grove, where 1 


may quench my Thirſt at the fine clear Springs 
which bubble up at the deſcent of every Hill, and 
be fed by the Ravens of the Air, that imitate my 


Thoughts in their ſoaring up to the higheſt Hea- 


vens; where I may ſow the green leaves of Trees 
together and make me a Garment, which will 


appear far more ornamental to the Eye of a mor- 


tify'd Chriſtian, than all the lively Colours of an 
Eaſi-India Robe: Then I might ſpend the de- 
lightful Spring of every Year, in viewing the 
glorious Works of Nature, and behold the tender 
Buds as they ſhoot forth with an imperceptible 
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Motion into ſpreading Leaves and blooming Bloſ- 
ſoms; there I might fit under the Branches of a 
ſtately Tree, and obſerve how artificially the 
chirping Birds build their Neſts to the beſt advan- 
tage, and how carefully they feed their young 
Ones, Oh ſweet inchanting Solitude, where I may 
retire to ſome ſecure Cave, free from the fury of 
the wild Beaſts of the Foreſt, that ſeek their Prey 
in the dark and gloomy Night, roaring out their 
hideous Yells in ſuch a dreadful manner, as to 
25 me ſigh and mourn for the Follies of a paſs d 
There, being weary d with the fatigues of a 
long Journey, I may ſafely lay my ſelf down to reſt 
till the dawning of the Day, when all thoſe rave- 
nous Brutes will return to their Dens, and never 
appear to diſturb my Peace, as Jong as the great 
Luminary of the Day, darts forth its radiant Light 
on the adjacent Plains : Then I may walk out of 
the Chamber of the Earth, and ſee how carl y the 
delicate Larks ariſe, refreſhing themſelves in the 
= Morning-air, and chanting forth their pretty 
Notes, before the glorious Rays of the Sun are di(- 
ſplay d on the verdant Meadows : So that by that 
time their melodious Matins are over, all the reſt 
of the winged Quire will have trimm d their Fea- 
thers with their pecking Bills, like a Bride ready 
dreſs d for the coming of her Spouſe, and joyn 
their united Voices, in whiſtling forth ſuch va- 
rions Hymns of Praiſe to their daily Benefactor, as 
may be ſufficient to rouſę the drowſy Sinner out of 
the deadly Lethargy of Vice, and make him ſtand 
abaſh'd to ſe a Flight of Animals, only guided by 
the inſtinct of Nature, warbling forth their Morn- 
ing. prayers to the Great Creatour of Heav * nh 
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Earth, before they who bear the Image of God, 
have made their Requeſts known to Him, ot 
bleſs'd his Name for the Mercies of a paſs d Night. 
Oh bleſſed Harmony, to hear the pretty chirping 
Songs of ſuch a multitude of the Airy Inhabitants, 
that meet in great Aſſemblies, on the topof every 
Tree, to pay their daily Tribute, and ſhew vain 
Man his Duty! ** 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe real tranſporting Plex-* 
ſures that will conſtantly attend my private Re- 
tirement, betimes in the Morning; but what's this 
in compariſon of the remaining Hours I have to 
ſpend in a ſweet Repole, ere the ſhining Sun will 
bid mea good Night, and call me in to my Hut; 
when all the numerous companies of Birds, will 
ceaſe to ring their chiming Peels, and fi ently turn“ 
themſelves to Rooſt? A farther enlargement of 
theſe charming Delights, may alſo be expected in 
the cloſe of the Evening; for now-the Orb of that 
luminous Planer, is but juſt peeping out of the! 
Caſements of the Baſt, and begins to dart its bright? 
Rays between the ſhady boughs of every Tree 
ſo that I can eaſily ifcern the fineſt Feathers 6f the 
leaſt Birds, and obſerve the admirable variety 'oÞ 
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t their different Colours. Therefore I'll now take 
a turn in the ſpacious Plains, or fruitful Fields, that 
y are all over cnamell'd with a wonderful diverſity 
4 of fragrant Flowers; there to bath my (elf in the 
bY trickling Dew, that hangs i in Cryſtal- -Drops onthe 
1 lea ves of Gras, and the blades of every tender ant, 
f and reverently do Homage to the Soveraign Lord 
4 3 Heaven and Earth, in ſome ſuch Langage as 
tig: 
F * O'thon Bleſſed, yy for ever Glorions Great 
4 8 Gel Jehovah, who didſt live in the full lnjoy- 
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ment of thy own Divine Perfections, long before 
the Foundations of the World were laid, and wilt 

Eternally Reign, when Time ſhall be ſwallow'd 
up in Eternity; behold I a poor miſerable ſinful 
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| © Creature,the work of thy Hands,am come with all 


due Humility, to proſtrate my ſelf at the Foot- 


* ſtool of the Throne of thine Infinite Majeſty ; en- 


treating thee for the ſole Merits of thy well 
beloved Son, who hang d on a tormenting Croſs, 
* *to make an Atonement for the enormous Sins 
of depraved Mankind, graciouſly to receive theſe 
my Morning-ſacrifices of Praiſe and Thanksgiv- 


ing, as a {weet-ſmelling Savour. Im here in- 


W © circled round with all the Delights of an inno- 
cent Diverſion, what reaſon then have I to bleſs 


thy Holy Name, and to adore thine Infinite Wiſ- 


dom and Omnipotency, O thou the grand Au- 
chor of all my Joys! 

= Where is that gaudy glittering Crown which 
W reſts ſo free from Care, on the Head of the great- 
& eſt Monarch, as this ever-green Garland of Lau- 
rels which I have plaited together, in token of 


Victory over the World, the Fleſh and the Devil? 


h what a happy Day was that, when l firſt 


thought of ſounding the retreat from Worldly Va- 
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nities to this lovely Solitude, which affords me 
far more comfort and ſatisfaction than all my paſs d 
W Injoyments ! | | 
= Here I reſemble the firſt Parent of degenerate 
Mankind, in the ſtate of Innocency, and ſolace my 
ſelf without the leaſt diſturbance amidſt the moſt 
inoffenſi ve Pleaſures. I have often liſten d to the 
Singing-Men, the Singing: Women, and the Eu- 


nuchs; as alſo to the ſound of the Organ; the Ta- 


bret and the Harp, and all other ſorts of Inſtru- 


mental 


1 L 3531 
mental Muſick ; yet never heard ſuch melodious 
Strains, as here are continually ſent forth from e- 
very thicker of Buſhes. But that which moſt of 
all ſurprizes me, is the vaſt difference there is be- 
tween the Natural and Artificial Airs; for the for- 
mer raiſe my Deſires above the fading Follies of 
Earthly Delights,and fix my pure Thoughts on the 
moſt ſublime Joys, which Eye ne er ſaw, nor Ear 
heard: Theſe are the ſolemn Tunes that I admire, 
and ſuch as theſe ſhall raviſh my Soul during the 
term of Life. Oh the refreſhing Streams of Peace 
and Tranquillity that overflow my Heart, when I 
hear ſo charming a Melody in this ſhady Grove! 
Theſe are the harmonious Lays, which really imi- 
tate thoſe that are high, Angelical and Divine, I 
mean thoſe Everlaſting Hymns that are ordain'd 
for the future entertainment of the Soul in its con- 
ſummate State of Bliſs, and for which the Soul 
ought to be duely prepar'd here on Earth. 
But as for the Artificial Inſtruments of Muſick, 
and merry Songs of the lateſt Invention, they are 
now altogether offenſive to my chaſte Ears; alth6 x 
muſt confeſs, I have been formerly drawn away by 
their light Airs, which only ſerve as Oil thrown on 
the flaming Fire to make it blaze above its uſual 
Sphere, ſo as to endanger the ſtately Fabrick of the 
Wiſe Maſter-builder, if not quite ruin ſo noble a 
Structure. How often were my vain Affections 
diſtilld by degrees into wand'ring Thoughts and 
laſcivious Deſires, more fit for the polluted Mind 
of an undone Reprobate, than the pure Soul of a 
believing Chriſtian! Therefore III bid a final 4- 
dien to a publick Converſation, and make this Re- 
ſolve, never to frequent the lewd Theaters, where 
there's nothing to be heard but the jarring 0 
1 $14 4 . e O 


3 A 


e 


. — 1 
11 


394 1 


of the Inſtruments of Vice, intermix d with the o- 


ther will I reſort to the wanton Schools, where 
the Borees, Minuets, Courants, Sarabands, Jiggs 
and other light Dances imitate the numerous 
Vanities of a corrupt Heart; where the finical 
Beaus baving their Eyes full of Fornication, trip 
it up and down, and look to and fro, to obſerve 
the various motions of a looſe: Carriage; whoſe 
Ears are very attentive to hear the laſcivious Songs 
of the Minſtrels, and the ſounding Cymbals play- 
ing over the ſame Tune. O happy me, who am 
diſingag'd form all theſe allurements of Vice; and 
(thanks be to my All-wiſe Creatour) am here prai- 
fing his Holy Name in this fweet Retirement. 

Fhen how great a piece of Folly is that, which 
leads the ignorant Mahometans into ſo vain a De- 
luſion, as to believe, That after a few weariſome 
Pilgrimages here on Earth, they'll enter I know 
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being freed from all the labours of a toilſome Life, 
they are to ſpend Eternal Ages in walking amidſt 
ſpacious Meadows refreſh'd with a ſhow'ry Dew, 
and in enjoying the ſenſual Pleaſures of unlimited 
Deſires; indeed this is a Conceit more to be pity'd 
than ſeriouſly regarded. O poor deluded Infidels, 
is this the Haven of Reſt, where you'd fain be? 
I cannot but lament the Misfortune that attends 
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dwell a while with me: Ill conduct you to a molt 
pleaſant Country, water'd with many purling 
Streams, where you ſhall find more real delight 
on this ſide the Grave, than you fancy to be parta- 
kers of in the other World: Come to me, and I'll con- 
vey you to a ſafe Harbour, where all Storms on 
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dious Tunes of Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs; nei- 


not what kind of imaginary Paradiſe ; where 


your fatal Errour, and entreat you to come and 


ceaſe, and Troubles find: a final Period. 


in this 
delectable Abode, I live at cale tree from all di- 
ſturbances occaſion d by. the noiſe. and tumult of. 
pulous Cities. 
For here arc no ) outragious Profomiciics of the 
Name of the Moſt High, no grievous inſults of- 
fer'd to the Innocent, no popular Seditions or 
Commotions ſtirr'd up. no vexatious Suits at Law 
Commenc'd, no perjur d Knights of the Poſt to be 
brib'd, no ſiniſter Dealings or cunning ſhitts us d. 
to raiſe a Fortune, no idle Tales to pleaſe the 
Great, no wanton Beauties to tempt the Heart, 
nor unſeemly Actions to allure the Eyes: Here are 
no daring Atheiſts to plead their ſilly e 
no pretended Chriſtians to flout at Sincerity; 
needleſs unprofitable Diſputes about Forms A 7 
Modes of Divine Service, no deſpiſing of tender. 
Conſciences, that can't chime in with every Cere- 
mony, no Duels about punctilio's of Honour, no 
bloudy Murders about a painted Sepulcher ; no Tra- 
gedies, Comedies, nor Farces to gratify the vain 
humour of gazing Sinners; no indecent gaudy. 
Scenes, to withdraw a ſerious Chriſtian from the 
ſweet imbraces of Religion; no ſcarching into the 
bowels of the Earth in queſt of that yellow, Droſg, 
which when once heap'd up is apt. ta make EY 
Man forget bis Soveraign Creatour; no digoing 1 in. 
the Silver-Mines for white Oar, that ruins more 
Souls than all the other extravagant doings of a 
Sinful Courſe. 
Neither is it cuſtomary here to traverſe, the 
dangerous Seas, in hopes of getting a leaky Veſ 
{el fraighted with Eaſt I:d;a Rarities, or to Sal, 
along the Gold- coaſts of Guinea, to buy Souls, 
which are the Images of the ſupreme Deity, and 
con- 
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convey them out of their native Soil into ſtrange 
Countries, in order to be fold or exchang'd, into 
a Slavery, for ſome hundred Weight of 


droſſy Sugar, a few Hogſheads of ſtinking Toba- 


co, a Cargo of luſcious Fruit, or other Merchan- 
dizes of the like nature: Here are no toilſome 
Labours to be undergone in the ſultry Day, nor 
frightful Dreams to terrify in the ſilent Night; no 
Midnight-outcries of Fire, no Thieves to ſteal ; 
no News of War from abroad, nor Inſurrections 
at home; no brawling Wife to diſturb our Peace, 
nor peeviſh Brats to break our ſound Sleep; no u- 
ſurping Tyrant to levy new Taxes, or violate the 
Articles of a ſolemn Treaty ; no Frowns at Court 
nor cringing at the Threſhold of the Noble : No 
Poor to crave an Alms, nor lazy Lubbers to be 
maintain d; no Tales or falſe Reports to be ſpread 
abroad, nor notorious Untruths to be told; no 
ſtriving for the Uppermoſt Seat in the Synago- 
gues, nor juſtling for the Wall in the Streets. 
Here are no Paris-modes to be learnt, nor odd 
fantaſtick Dreſſes to imitate; no ruffling Beaus to 
make a fine appearance, nor bloudy Ruffians to be 
dreaded; no drunken Sots to reel from Poſt to Pil- 
Jar, nor frantick Brains to rave and roar; no up- 
ſtart Beggers to mount the ſtage of Honour, nor 
udLucifers to intrude themſelves into the Chair 
of Juſtice; no hammering noiſes of the inge- 
genious Artificers, nor ſubtil devices of the Pub- 


lick Traders; no impoſitions upon the credulity 


of the ignorant Buyer, nor deceitful tricks usd by 
the crafty ſeller; no dawbs of Varniſh to hide 
the numerous defects of a decay d peice of Paint- 
ing, nor ruddy Colours of Spaniſh Wooll to ſet off 


a disfigur'd Face; no black Patches to beſpot the 


Soul 


DV FUR 2 - 2 rn 


Soul with the Plague - ſores of Hell, nor plaited 


Hair to adorn unſeemly Features; no artificial 
Waſhes to beautify a freckled skin,nor bold Allure- 
ments to pleaſe the wanton Eye; no long Rap- 


fers to be worn as badge of Gentility, nor painted 


Heralds to proclaim the nobleneſs of a Birth 
fince it is notoriouſly evident, That all Mankind 
derive their Original from the common ſtock of 
their. Fore-father Adam : Neithers are there any 
Troops of Guards to patroll about, or ſtop up the 
Avenues that lead to this Harbour of Reſty no 
frail finite Creature murmuring againſt or 'dif- 
puting the commands of its Soveraign Eternal 
Creatour, nor long-liv'd Sinner taking his fill of 
dear bought tranſitory Pleaſures : 

Here is no breaking out into ſad Complaints 
nor wringing of Hands, for the loſs of Earthly - 
Treaſures; no deſpiſing the Vertues, nor flight- 
ing the Favours of Heaven; no cenſuring the 
weak in Faith, nor caſting ſcandalous Reproaches 
upon others, for a ſingle Errour, or a Fault com- 
mitted thro Ignorance ; no haughty Prelate ty- 
rannically inſulting over his poor Fellow- labour- 
er in the Goſpel, nor unjuſt Judge. brow-beat- 
ing the diſconſolate Priſoner at the Bar, who may 
be more innocent than his Lordſhip, thò not fo 
fortunate. Here the Learned will not deſpiſe the 
llliterate, nor raiſe endleſs Diſputes on purpoſe to 
make a ſhew on his extraordinary Parts: Here are 
no Coaches of State to convey a cruel Tyrant a- 
midſt a numerous Crowd of his ſneeking Courtiers, 
who flatter more out of fear than Love; nor war” 
like Chariots te carry a victorious General into the 
field of Battel : Here are no Imperial Forces fight- 
ing againſt a formidable Enemy, except the noble 
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Army of Chriſtian Martyrs incountring that of the 
potent Prince of the Aitzneither are there any Per- 
ſons in theſe Parts, that live in the wilfub neglect 
of their known Duty. In a word, here you may be 
abſent from all the buſtle that filly Mortals make 
about a fleeting ſhadow, and partake of all the ſo- 
lid Injoyments which conſtantly attend fo hap- 
py. a Retirement; where I'll ſpend the whole Day 
in admiring the Works of the greas Creatour of 
the Univerſe, in contemplating the Divine Perfe- 
tions; in imploring the Graces and Favours of 
Heaven; and in returning hearty Thanks for Mer- 
cies already receiv d. F 
Oh bat a large account have I to give of the 
devout breathings of Soul, the rational tranſports 
of Mind, and the raviſhing pleaſures of the Body, 
that I am to be Partaker of, before I retire to a 
ſweet repoſe in my dark Cell: For the Sun has 
not as yet mounted up near its Noon-tide Height, 
or above a quarter run the race of a ſhort Day; ſo 
that I'll now range about the borders of yonder 
fine Wood, and aſcend the top of the higheſt 
Hill, in order to climb up into ſome lofty Tree, and 
fit amidſt the ſhaking Branches: Where may take 
a fair proſpect of the adjacent Country, and be- 
hold the curious Works of the moſt High, in all 
his wonders of Nature; admiring that any Perſons 
indu'd with Reaſon, ſhould make ſo fooliſh a miſ- 
take, as to fancy, That all Things were at firſt 
confuſedly huddled together and were plac'd by 
meer Chance in the ſame excellent Order, as they 
now. appear, Without the aſſiſtance of a Su- 
me Over-ruling Power. O vain deluded Mor- 
tals how - ſimple and abſurd are all your No- 
tions, concerning theſe Matters, which never- 
vere: { h $ theleſs 
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thick Clouds to weep ſuch a floud of Tears, 48 
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theleſs are of the greateſt” Importance! Come 
hither to me, and Tl ſoon confute your errone- 
ous Opinion , by the following familiar In- 
ſtance : 5 
Suppoſe a thouſand or two of theſe green Leaves 
were torn all in pieces and ſhaken in a Bag; then 
let the moſt inquiſitive Naturaliſt obſerve, Whe- 
ther ſome lucky future Chance will bring their ſe- 
parated Particles together again, ſo as to appear in 
their former Shape, and as entire, as when they 
were growing on the Tree : Again, ſappoling a 
whole flight of Birds taken in a Snare to be hood- 
wink'd and let fly one by one; let the moſt diſcern- 
ing Judgment conſider, Whether Fortune is capa- 
ble of ordering the Buſineſs ſo wiſely, that they all 
meet the next Morning in the uſual manner on a 
certain ſingle Buſh, or alittle Hedge. 'Tis far more 
likely that ſuch unexpected Accidents ſhould hap- 
pen a thouſand times over, than that the vaſt Fa- 
brick of the Univerſe ſhould be ſo powerful of it 
ſelf, by meer chance, without the help of a ſapreme 
intelligent Being, asto cauſe Light to ſpring out of 
darkneſs to bring forth the whole race of Mankind 
2nd all other Living Creatures, within the ſpace 
of a few Years; to appoint the regular ſucceſſion 
of the Seaſons viz. Spring, Summer, Autumn and 
Winter, to create the Sun, Moon and Stars with 
the reſt of the Heavenly Hoſt ; to dig the grave 
of the wide Ocean, to diſtill fo much Water as 
may be ſufficient to fill up its unfathomable Ca- 
verns, and to ſet out its Bounds, beyond which 
it cannot paſs by any means whatſoever: Or is it 
poſſible, 'That the Sea ſhould make a prodigious 
Cavity of its own accord, and command the 
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may ſerve to fill up that deep Pit, or even to let 
fall a competent quantity of Rain, for the ſup 
plying of thoſe numerous Rivers that run into its 
vaſt Channel? 

But the main Query is, from whence that won- 
derful Collection of Waters came, and by what re- 
ſtraint it is continually kept within its due Limits, 
eſpecially ſince it is evident, That there is alſo x 
mals of Waters contain d in the upper Regions of 
the Air, far above this ſublunary Globe of 
Earth ? If all theſe admirable effects were producd 
by the inherent Virtue of the Univerſe, or by fome 
other latent Power, as the Atheiſts are pleas'd to 
term it; why does not the ſame ancient Cauſe 
prove as fruitful now as heretofore,in the bringin 
forth of Men and all other ſorts of Animals? Dol 
thou ſay, 'tis become altogether barren in theſe 
reſpects; how then is it capable of ſupporting its 
own Weightand of ſteering all the Works of won- 
der with ſuch a ſteady Courſe £ Upon the whole, 
all theſe mighty Reaſons and judicious Objections 
muſt be clearly anſwer'd, or elſe the boaſting A- 
theiſt will prove a falſe Prophet, more fit to be 
ſton'd for his egregious Folly, than applauded 
for his great Wit. For the farther confuting of 
their Extravagant Opinions, and fixing a firm Be- 
lief in the Minds of all doubting Chriſtians, about 
the Supreme Being of an Almighty Creatour, I 
ſhall inlarge theſe ſublime Contemplations; ſo that 
if they ſhall think fit ſeriouſly to peruſe them, | 
doubt not but they'll be convinc'd, That there is 4 
Divine Power above Nature, which at firſt made, 
and (till continues to preſerve all Things both in 
| Heaven and Earth; many wonderfull Operations 
of which I ſhall here deſcribe during my abode 5 

| this 
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this delightful Solitude, where I have nothing elſe 
to divert my pureſt Thoughts from ſuch profits; 
ble Meditation ð ò mpg 

O Bleſſed God, ho am cranſported withAdmt; 
ration, hen I look about on all-lides,arid behold ſo 
great a variety of Objects, that are apparently thy 
Handy work, within this ſmall tract of Land, 
which is not above a hundred Miles in Compaſs | 
Oh happy Thought, that led me up bither to 
take a view of the Neighbouring Sea, and to ob- 
ſerve how the Waters ebb and flow, continually 
beating againſt the rocky Shore, yet never flow- 
ing beyond the Bounds that were firſt ſet them by 
an Almighty uncontrollable Power ! There the 
numerous Fleets of the ſeveral Nations of the Earth, 
are ſteer d by Pilots of different Languages and In- 
tentions; ſome are Sailing to the Levant, and o: 
thers are continuing their appointed Courſe to the 


1 


Weſt· Indie,; ſome are driving before the Wind, 


for a Trade- voyage, whilſt others tack about, ma- 


king but little way towards their deſired Harbeur: 
Some Veſſels. keep in the midſt of the Channel, 
and others Sail by Traverſe; ſome are fraighted 
for the Greenland Whale-fiſhing, and others for 
the North-Weſt Paſſag e: 
Again Some Ships ſet ſail for the narrow Seas, 
and others launch out into the main Ocean; ſome 
are going to paſs thro the Magellanick Straight into 
the Southern Pacifick Sea, whilſt others are bound 
for Turkey or the Arabian Gulph: Some arrive at 
a pleaſant fruitful Country, and others ride at 


Anchor before a barren Deſart; ſome are prepa- 


ring to make the beſt of their way to Guinea for 
Gold-duft, or elſe paſs by the Cape of good Hoe 
to China for fine Earthen Ware, or other chaige 

| D d | Rarities 


Na 'Vthers turn cheie Steins towards" Nen 
Pound. land for Salt · fiſn, others towards Muſeovy for 


warm Furrs, and others to the Philippine e Iflands 


for hot Spices ; ſome are imploy'd in fetching 
Log- wood, tedicinal Earths and other ſorts t 
Druggs, whilſt others are buſy in making the 
Ports of Peru, to be laden with yellow or white 
Droſs: Thus ſome are deſi gu'd for a long and 
| dangerous Voyage, whilſt others croſs the Sea in 
a trice to the Neighbouring Coaſts. Some Sail- 
ers cheer fully leave their native Soil, in hopes to 
make a conſiderable Purchace, on their ſpeedy Re- 
turn, yet do not live to ſee the dawning of that 
Day; whilſt others after having left their beloved 
Friends with a Panick Fear or a firm perſwaſion 
that they ſhould ſee their Faces no more, in pro- 
ceſs of Time return ſafe, with a noble Cargo of 
rich Commodities. 

But now alaſs! I ſee a ſudden Storm approach. 
11 and the buſy Mariners ready to furl their 
Sails; for the Wind blows freſh and every Leaf 
of my lofty Bower begins to ſhake How am 1 
concern'd for the ſafety of all thoſe floating Veſ- 
ſels, and poor diſtreſſed Souls who look out with 
"A pale Face, and are ſtartled at the very thoughts 
of fo dreadful a Hurricane. Now | perceive the 
Riff Gale to ariſe by the whiſtling ſound among the 
Trees Oh pleaſant Noiſe to me, who am here 
rock'd amidſt the ſhady. Boughs, and inſenſibly 
lull'd as it were into a ſweet Repoſe; for the 
force of the Wind has diſpers'd the threatnin 
Shower, which but now hover'd o'er my Heal 


Bur that which keeps all my ſenſitive Faculties a- 


wake, is the amazing confuſion among thoſe poor 
ien who are ane we up and down 
in 
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in the deep, by the quick motion of of every in- 
ſulting Wave; ſometimes. mounting up 10 Heaven, 
and in the twinkling of an Eye, falling down again 
to the Depths; ſo that when the ſhatter d Veſſel 
rolls from one ſide to another, they reel to and 


fro and ſtagger | like. 4 drunken Man, aud are at their 
wits end. I 511. YEEICON 971 Ball 2 V1 118 aff 
in che mean while, the Mariners cry out, with 
a confus d noiſe, port the Helm, bear up round, free 
the Ship Oc. Some agree to cut the Maſt to the 
board, and others are of a contrary Opinion; 
ſome are for ſearching out a Leak, whilſt others 
are lahouring at the Pump ;, ſome are employ d in 
rummaging the Hold, and others are for throw- 
ing over the Goods into the Sea; ſome are, for 
driving before the Wind, and others are for tra- 
verſing a-crols, to avoid the Rocks, Sbelves and 
Quick-ſands ; ſome are buſy. at Work in haling 
the Cables and Ropes, whilſt others are climbin 
up the-Shrowds z,..fome. are for keeping 3 
but others are for leaving the Ship, and try to get 
„ hote in the. Cock boat, althò the hazard of 
their reaching Land is above ten to one: Some 
are pray ing to God, that he would be pleas d to 
pardon, their paſs d. Offences, and receive their 
precious Souls into the Ark of his Love; whilſt or 
thers by their outragious Oaths and Execrations ate 
calling to the Son pt the Almighty, whoſe Throne 


14 


is in the higheſt Heaven, to ſink them into i 


bottomleſs Pit of Hell. 


But now it begins to clear up, the fury of the 
boiſterous Winds ſeems to ceaſe, and the Storm 
abates by degrees ; ſo that the danger is eſcap d, 
without the loſs of one ſingle Ship; for I count 
the ame number there as before, What a dreadful 

FF 


i 
conflict have 1 ſeen betw ir the Wind unc the 
Waves, as allo between the Maſter of the Wale 
and the Scatnen; inſonmch that concluded, all 
would unavoidably periſh itt the Water! not ifs 
wizch as ore Sailer being left to tell His woful 
Tale! How vehemently did the Winds blow and 
cf Billows beat, how Faciouſly did the Element 

orm and” 'roar at every ſudden Guſt, ſo as to 
threaten the breaking of the ſhatter'd, Veflels into 
a thonſand Piecesʒbut for ever Vleſsd- be the Name 
| of the SovetaignLord of the Univerſe, whoſe over: 
. Tuling Power has moſt graciouſly preſerv'd them 
All in the time of their greateſt Diſtreſs, in the 
midſt of ſuch imminent Dangers; fo that they 
ate now hoiſing up the Satls again, in order to ſet 
forward in their intended Voyage. Thus have I ob- 
fery'd the Wonders of Divine Providence on the 
mighty Waters; but am not able to penetrate into 
the Secrets of che moſt High, or to find out the 
efficient Cauſe of theſe ſurprizing Gales; neither 
will Inquire, whence they come, or whether they 
go? for Tm '(erifible : That my moſt ſublime Spe- 
culations are very far from being ſo refin'd, a8 to 
comprehend what God never as yet reveal dto any 
firlfte mortal Creature whatſoever. Therefore 
Ill tet thoſe things alone till I come within the bor- 
ders of another State of Life, and the Verge of 
the Heavenly Court, when it will be time enough 
to know, what here I am not able to underſtand: 
But this I am certain of, That Hell was made for 
over nice Inquirers,and fach as audaciouſly preſume 
to rob the Almighty of his Power by aſcribing 

is ſtupendious Works only to the meer effect of 
Nature, 
Now 1 It turn the light of my Proſpetive-glals 


towards 


T 

towards the Capital City of the Nation, ſo as to 
view the largeneſsof its extent, and the height of e- 
very, Spire, within its ſpacious Walls; bleſhing the 
Day, when I retir'd, from its tumultuous. Noſe 3 
For I look upon the perpetual Buſtle there, the con- 
fus d hurry ot Buſineſs, and all its pompous Van - 
ties. wich the greateſt contempt imaginable, re- 
ſolving not to return thither, althò it were to en- 
joy all the Pleaſures and Grandeur of the Brztyb 
Caurt; Then whoever may ſtrive to be Rulers 
of that populous Metropolis, and pawn their pre- 
cious Souls far a blaſt of empty Honour; I'll con- 
tinue within the, hounds of this Solitary Grove, 
till Neath comes to convey me through a free paſ- 
age to the Manſions of Everlating Biß. Howe⸗ 
ver (with due 5 be be it ſpoken) I cannot hut 
apply to the beloved Place of my Nativity, that moſt 
pathetick Expreſſion which myEver; bleſſed Sayious 
once; deliver d upon the like, Occaſion to the City 


cf Jeruſalew;, faying O London, London, how aft 


— 


would I have gat her d thee, æ 4 Hen gathers Hen 
Chickens under her Wings, but qe would not. Tis 
much to be fear d, that thy Houſes will become 
deſolate; for Pride, Idleneſs and Senſuality, the 
natural Off. ſpring of fulneſs of Bread, reign. in 
the midſt of thee; ſo that I am ſtruck with hor- 
rour, hencper I behold thy ſinful Inhabitantsz 

wertheleſs 11] do what I can in thy favour G 
e fo as to make carneſt Supplications on,my: 
bended.Knees at the Throne of Grace, that.it may 
pleale Almighty God to prevent à Civil War gf 
1642, 4 raging Peſtilence of 1665, a conſuming 
Fire of 1666, and all other dreadful Calamities of 
the like nature. Dog. VEN ane 10 * 8 c 

© May thegreat;Jeboveb the King of Kings and 
ODA Dd3g . Lord 
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Lord of Lords effectvally fipply the loſs of out 
© late dear and dread Soveraign Milliam III. (che 
Fame of whoſe glorionsACtions wi't be tranſmitted 
© to Poſterity, as long as theWorld indures) by the 
long and proſperous Reign of his vertubus Suc- 
ceſſonr Queen Aun. May her Moderation bè always 
remarkable, and her Days happy ; _ ſhe ſurvive 
the Age of Queen Elizabeth of Bleſſed Memory, 
©and walk in all herPaths;may ſne ſupreſs the grow- 
ing Evils of this divided Nation, by diſappointing 
| ©the malicious Deſigus of all Unchriſtian Spirits 
| * who had much rather be imploy d in perſecaring 
their Dilſenting Brethren, than in bringing down 
| © the Pride of their own Hearts, or in putting a ſtop 
| © to the predominant Sins of the Times: May all 
* herACtions be Crown'd with honourable Succeffes 
© and immortal Glory; may ſhe everReign in theAf- 
c ections of her Subjects, and ſtrike a Terrour into 
the Hearts of Her Enemies; may her Councils be 
| © tranſendantly eminent for their Wifdom and Sa- 
gacity and all her People for their Loyalty; may 
ber Majeſty's Fleets and Armies, with thoſe of her 
Allies beVictorious over that Peſt of Mankind the 
common Diſturber of the publick Peace ot Chtiſt- 
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geance of an incens'd Deity, that will repent of 


the Evil denounc d againſt them, when theyire- 
turn, in fincerity of Heart, which Weeping, Faſting 
and Praying; which God of his Infinite Mercy 
grant, for his Son Chriſt Jeſus's ſake, Amen. 

And now what remains, but for me to recom- 
mend the ſame Metropolitan City to the Cate 
and protection of Heaven; ſince I'm reſolv d ne- 
ver to viſit or view it more, but to confine my 
Thoughts within the Bounds of a ſolitary Retire- 
ment? O the bleſſed Day and happy Hour to me, 
when I mounted up to this ſhady Arbour of Peace, 
where'the freſh Gales of Wind caus'd the ſpræead- 
ing Branches to fan me round about; ſo that the 
warm Beams of a Noon-tide Sun, and the £0612 
ing Breezes that riſe at the ſame time, from every 
treuibling Leaf, did ſo becalm my Mind and rejoice 
my Heart, that I could have been content to d well 


there to the longeſt date of Life; contemplating 


the Infinite Power of the great God in all higrwons 
derful Works of Providence, and ſolacing my ſfelf 
every moment with an admirable variety of new 
undiſcoverd Delights. However I thought fietd 
go down for a while, to take a Nap under a ch 


Shade for the ſpace of one Hour, with a Deſign, 


as ſoon as that was expir'd, to rouſe up my ſleepy 
Thoughts and renew my former ſerious Contem- 
plations; but happy had it been for me, if T had 
never awak'd, till Death had chain'd me to the 
cold Imbraces of the Grave then Iniight have been 
ſweetly *tranſlated from a Temporal Reſt here on 
Farth to an Eternal'Srate of Tranquility and Eaſe in 
the Heavenly Manſions: For if ever any Mor- 
tal was admitted in a Viſion to a ſight of the great 
Day of general Aſſizes and of the tranſcendent Glo- 
| Dd4 | ries 


I 
ries af the New Jernſalem, 1 had a clear repreſen- 
tation of all ſet forth in a lively Scene; during the 
continuance of this ſhort yet delightful mas: ib, 
Methought I then heard the ſhrill ſound. of the 
© laſt Trump, and ſaw the Son of God appear- 
ing with Thouſands and ten Thouſands of his 
* Saints, juſt ready to judge the World in Righteouſ- 
© zeſs and to diſtribute Rewards to the whole Race 
© of Mankind according to their Works done in the 
Fleſh : Then the Dead in Chriſt began firſt, to a- 
* riſe; but that which ſeem'd moſt ſurprizing to 
* me, was the different Orders and Ranks of thoſe 
* righteous Souls, whom I knew to be the Heirs of 
Heaven, by the Seals or Marks on their Fore- 
*'heads, and their looking out of their Tombs, 
with a cheerfu] Countenance for the Wicked 
durſt not ſo much as peep forth, till all the Saints 
wert riſen : Neither indeed were the Repro- 
e bates deſirous to appear; on the contrary, I heard 
them in their Graves, calling to the Rocks and 
Mountains to hide them from the fiery indigna- 
tion of the Omni potent and Juſt Judge. Then 1 
* beheld the Righteous aſcending into the Higheſt 
Heaven in the following Order: Every Tribe ex- 
preſsd it ſelf in a different Language and was 
| © plac'd on the Empyreal Throne, according to the 
particular appointment of the ſupreme Judge. 
They that led the Van of this noble Army, were 
© Moſes and Aaron with all the great and leſſer Pro- 
Fphets of the Old Teſtament, who plainly foretold 
* the coming of the Meſſzah, long before he left his 
| Father's Kingdom; and as they mounted up] heard 
dem chant forth this congratulatory Hymn, Now, 
* row the Day is come, which me had the fore-ſoght of, 
ſaure thouſand' years agoe; à joyful Day indeed, 5 
ft... THO that 
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Tea, 


that we . at Iz 2 the 22 

the Earth, w N, dave, been confin 

Centuries of Tears; now we enjoy the 12 ou 
and clearly | behold, the Divine Glory Face to Face, 


which we —_ diſcern'd by t he Eye of Faith., * Atter- 
« wards, all theſe Worthies, cloath'd with the re- 
c ſplendent Robes of Majeſty and Honour, had 
* Crowns put on thei p Heads and Palms in their 
Hands, 2 token of Victory ; and the ſu preme 

Judge of Heaven and Earth placing every one in 
Order, near his more immediate Preſence, told 
them, how welcome they were to fit on his Roy- 

* al Bench, to paſs Judgment with him, upon the 
. Nations of the Earth. Then the Apoſtles and E- 

vangeliſts roſe out of their ſleepy Vaults, and a- 
e on high, crying out with loud Acclama- 

© tions of Joy, % Juſt and True art than our Sove- 
rargn | Lord * er.an raiſi zug u up to the immortal 
Life of the Bleſſed in 3 we are nom come to be as 
dorn d with the Garments of ** Love, which glitter like 
the Ra s of 4 Meridian Sum, and appear far more bright 
than Te in all his Glory. At that inſtant 
«I faw. their dear Redeemer embracing. them with 


all the ſmiles of his refulgent Face, and appoint- 


ing them their Seats near his Divine Perſon, o 
* Jud, e the World in Righteonſmeſe and the People 


* with Equity: | 1211 vn. 
Next to theſe, came al the ES Techs 
ers of, Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, to meet 
© their Lord in the Air, preparing themſelves to bleſs 
© his Name to endleſs Ages, for raiſing them from 
the Dread, and crowning them with Glory, Honour 

f * Immortality and Etcrnal Life. Then appear'd the 
numerous Companies of Saints and Martyrs who 
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ge? were Akin in valiant! j nend for the Truth 
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and expit' d in the Bed of Honour; theſe were 
| © continuaſly.imploy'd in celebrating the Praiſes 
« of the moſt High, for re-uniting their Souls 
* and Bodies to Reign with him in his Glorious 
* Kingdom, to all Eternity. After | thefe fol. 
low d a noble Train of all the Vertuous Men and 
© Women that ever livd on the ſurfate of the 
© Earth, from the Creation of the World, to the 
Day of general Audit; with all thoſe that were 
* as yet Living, who were ſuddenly tranflated, as 
© it were in the twinkling of an Eye: This vaſt 
* multitude of the Faithful went up with a 
© mighty Shout, to hear the invitatory Summons 
© of their great Saviour pronounc'd with 'a moſt 
© melodious Accent, and expreſs d in theſe Terms, 
© Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
© prepared for you, from the foundation of the World. 
N48 = N tk 
On the other fide, I ſaw the innumerable 
©Crowds of wicked Reprobates adjudg d to the 
© everlaſting Pains of Hell; and immediately caſt 
* down into the Infernal Pit. Where there is wetp- 
ing and wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth, for ever- 
* more: But the Juſt were triumphantly carry'd np 
*by the Heavenly Hoſt, to the Empyreal Orbs, 
* where I heard them ſing Praiſes and Hallelujahs 
© at their entrance within the Gates of the Celeſti- 
© al City, the radiant Walls of which conſiſted of 
Diamonds, Rubies, Emeralds,Sapphires, Jacynths 
and all other ſorts of precious Stones: So that this 
e great Solenmity was infinitely more glorious than 
the Coronation-day of 1702, when all the beau- 
<riful Ladies of the Exgliſh Court, appeat'd in a 
© moſt ſplendid Equipage, like the Queetrof Sheba 
| who was ſo delirous to ſce the Wiſe Monarch, 
Lin all his tranſcendent Glories Neithef Was the 
i bels Grandeur 
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A Orahdeur N p „ "top ppotted by 
” the Barons of the Cinque-p 9615 the Gllen Co- 
©ronets and Scarlet Robes 85 State worn by the 
4 Nobility. the rich 1 0 ping and the reſt of the 
. 1 Sumptudus Orname pe asd in that magnificent 
d * Proceſſion, with the unanimous acdlamations of 
e © the People wiſhing long Lite to their INuſtrious 
« || © Queen, comparable to what 1 beheld in this 
e «© tranſporting Ecſtaſy : For all the U per Regi- 
s | © ons were fill d with the Glory of the Divine Pre- 
+ ll © ſence and reſounded with the raviſhing Notes 
a that were warbled forth on all ſides, to the So- 
h veraign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 

| Thele were my Thoughts during the ſ ixty, Mi- 
„ notes of my ſilent rel on a lofty 75 beſet with 
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r- any frig lt Dreams or * Naum! S0 p Op- 
p preſs ny” Animal Spirits, ſo as to make me [tart or 
, ed ; but all my ſenſitive Faculties were calm and 
18 ſrene. * Oh ſweet Repoſe, which ſo charmingly 
j- Þ diverted my drouſy Thoughts with a clear Idea of 
of the Celeftidl: Joys; but moch more fortunate would 
s it have been to me. if had continu'd in that llee- 
is | py Swoon, tilt the laſt Trump came to ęive its (brill _ 
in Sound, and. all the Righteous Lot, were ready to 
u- riſe out of their cold Graves, not in Fancy, but 
a | in Reality; when I might; joyn that noble, Choir 


„2 and meet the Lord of Life in the Clouds! But 
h, why ſhould repine at the happy State of thoſe **; 
he | Bleſled Souls that are gone before, of grudge to 
ur Rap 4 
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| 422 } 
ſtay, a little longer in this Vale of Tears, with an 
aa ec e 68 whe Wal of the Menge 
Father of Heaven? On the contrary, | 1 am defi- 
rous to obey his ſacred Commands, in waiting till 
my Change come; ever bleſſing is Holy ow 
for diſcoycring to me in a Dream, the glorious Re- 
furre&ion a e 80h of God, with 15 unſpeak- 
able Rewards of the Jars and indeed this lively 
Repreſentation, has ſo far animated my Soul and 


invigorated my Reſolutions, that I could free- 


ly bear the greateſt injuries of Life, for a thouſand 
Years ſucceſſively, without any manner of concern, 
if I could but inſyre to my (elf an everlaſting abode 
in one of the leaſt of the Heavenly Manſions: For 
if a few ſlight Dreams of an hour long, about fu- 


ture Bliſs are ſo raviſhing iP Fleſh and Bloud, what 


muſt the real injoyment of it be to a glorify d Saint 
to all Eternity ? ere Tn oe 
Then ſet all ſorts of voluptuous Epicures wal- 
low in ſenſual Delights and take their fill of ſinful 
Divertiſements ; for my part, I ſhall think my (elf 
far more happy, when imploy'd in meditating on 
the Divine Laws Day and Night, in this private 
Retirement: Whoever may covet to ſpend a large 
Eſtate in a diſſolute City amidſt a Croud of riotous 
Sinners, where there is nothing but vanity and vexa- 
tion of Spirit ; I can aſſure them, I have more real ſa- 
tisfaction in a few Hours, than they ever attain'd 
to, in all their Night-revels of Folly. For here is 
no hurry ing on from one Sin to another; no old 
Quarrels, nor ſecret Grudges ; no griping, Conſci- 
ence, nor moin After-pains of Remorſe; no 
heady Wines to diſtract the Brain; no noiſome 
Ulcers of Uncleanneſs to infect the Body; no un- 
ſeemly Plays to corrupt the Mind, nor gaudy At- 

wy | 5 tire 
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to ſettle a continual abode in theſe delightful Plains 


them ſurrender d upon Articles;that does not at alf 


1415301 y 
tire to allare the Heart. Alth6 2 Tribe oftovetony? 
Worldtings nay trifle; away their precious Time, 
in rakifif ttþa'Chelt of Droſs, which ſerves only/ 
to damm the Souls ofrheirextravagant Heirs, who 
otherwiſe might have ſteer d a ſteady Courſe to & 
on, thro the Chatmel of ſome lawful Calling; ne- 
vertheleſs I ſhall think my ſelf wealthy enough, if 
[can but ſecure for my ſelf ſuch a ſtock of Grace 
as may be ſufficient to convey my Soul, with thoſe 
of my littleOnes, into theK ingdom ofHeaven, where 
all our Wants will be abundantly. fupply'd out of 
the inexhauſtible Treaſures of the King of Kings 
who gives us all things richly to enjoy. . 
Then whoever may furioufly gallop about, or 
run themſelves quite out of breath in purſuit ob 
empty Vanities, cheating and defrauding, ly ing and 
feigning, cogging and flattering, to pamper a cta- 
zy Carcaſs and ruin an immortal Soul, which is f 
greater value than a million of Worlds lm reſolv d 


« 


of Vertue, without making any noxfe or buſtle 
for a clod of moultering Duſt ; only taking cire 
to ſupport-iny frail Body with the moderate red 
freſhments of Nature, but chiefly endeavouring'ts 
ſecure the welfare of my nobler Part, under the 
tuition of the Heavenly Hoſt ;' for that is a Ray: 
of the Divine Light, and a Jewel of ineſtimabie 
Price, whith'*valne far above all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth. Let others undergo the greateſt 
fatigues imaginable in formally beſieging the lof- 
ty Towers of this Worldly Babylon, till they get 


concern me: if I can but ſcale the Walls of the 

New Jereſalem, and ſignalize my Valout among 
S 1814747 8 4 -— f J : x 4 ww II ® 
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thoſe noble Heroes, whoſe Holence is capable of 


taking Heaven by force : Let poor Worldly - minded 
Wretches pleaſe themſelves with hoarding up Baggs 
of yeliowiroſs,ſo that I may by any means purchaſe 
the Pearl of great price ü Alchõ Others May eſteem 
one Penny in Hand, above a promis d Talent of 


Gold ; nevertheleſs Ii generouſly refuſe; to accept 


of the preſent poſſeſſion of a few Childiſh Toys, if 
I can but gain the reverſion of a Heavenly Inheri- 
tance. which will certainly fall to my lot atter; the 
deceaſe of a crazy moulteriog lump. of Living 
Clay. TH Eke < 

I bleſs my God, I was never ſo fooliſhly fond of 
tranſitory: Injoyments, as to imbrace a fleeting Sha- 
dow, inſtead of a real Subſtance; or to prefer the 
eaſe of one ſingle Hour, before the charming de- 
lights of a Whole Summer ſeaſon. I had rather be 
diſturb d out of my Sleep, in an Inn on the Road 
that leads to Happineſs for a Night, by the biting 
of Fleas or other inconſiderable Vermin, than to 
be put in a Dungeon at home, there to be continu- 


ally wrack d and ſtung by Scorpions, Snakes and 


Vipers, during the whole courſe of my Life: Then 
why ſhould I grudge to make yonder hollow Tree 
the place of my Abode for twenty-or thirty Years; 
ſince I'm aſſur d, That after the expiration of ſuch a 
Term, I ſhall Reign, with Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour 
in the upper Regions of Everlaſting Bliſs llt T return 
to my former ſinful Courſes, and ſolace my ſelf far 
a few moments in the le ] imbraces of Folly, 1 
muſt at laſt unavoidably be doom d to an endleſs 
Night of Horrour and Deſpair. Therefore I'll be 
content to walk in the;ſtraight Paths of Vertue and 


Moderation; carefully avoiding the dangerous 
broad Way, that leads to utter Deſtruction, what- 


ever 
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as of 


an yy . © — — — 


3 r 


; 
f 
. 
| 
5 
) 
] 
1 
1 ; 
I 
1 
[ 
7 
- 
] 
5 
r 


1 1 


ever may: ſofter during the ſhort time of my 
pilgrimage in this Solitary Wilderneſs. ' Are not 
thele unqueſtionable Truths ſufficient to rouſe the 
moſt ſtupid Inhabitants of the Engliſb Nation, out 
of the fatal Lethargy of Sin, ſo as to oblige them 
to lay aſide the carking Cares of Life, and to regu- 
late all their Actions according to the exact Level 
of the Divine Law :? 1 TE 

How ſhall I account for your ſupine negligence 
ye ſlothful Sinners that obſtinately ſhut your Ears 
againſt wholeſome Reproofs, and refuſe to heark- 
en to the voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſe- 
[y What will be the advantage of all your Su. 
perfluities, in the great Day of Audit, when you 
come to ſtand on the left Hand of the ſupreme 
judge, and hear this dreadful Sentence paſs d up- 
on you, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels? Alaſs! one fingle 
Drachm of Grace, will then be more available,than 
ten thouſand Tun of Gold and Silver. If the caſe 
be ſo, why do you uſe ſuch unſufferable Delays, 
and raiſe farther matter of Diſpute > Why do you 
not immediately abandon the World, and run in 
Crowds to me, who am now about to draw a 
Scheme of a moſt delectable Evening-retirement. 
For the Sun has run the fourth hour of its Race, 
lnce it ſhone directly over my Head, in its Noon- 
tide Height; ſo that I'll now go down from this 
ſhady. Bower, amidſt the ſpreading Branches'of'a 
Royal. Oak, and take a walk along the flow'ry 
banks of the murmuring Brooks; there to behoſd 
the numerous purling Streams, that low from dif- 
ferent Springs, | and to obſerve how quick they 


glide on. till they fall into the farther Rivers; the * 


hanneis, 


Waters of which running thrô various C 
| thaugh 


though they « often a uences, yet 
never defile their pure Element, by ſtriving which 
{hall Gezm uppermoſt; but all make the beſt of their 
1 towards the boundleſs Ocean 
This Emblem may ſerve as a conſtant Monitour 
wt all Chriſtian People, eſpecially Proteſtants, 
whatſoever Perſwaſion they may be of, who are 
travelling on the Heavenly King's High-way to &. 
on thro ſeveral diſtinct Paths of Private Opinions 
and different modes of Worſhip, not to diſpute 
a paſſage on the Road, or ſo much as ask the 
Reaſon, Why the reſt of Mankind do not joyn 
with them in every Punctilio, or particular Ni. 
city? And whenever two Parties of different 
Perſwaſions, accidentally meet together, may 
the | remembrance of this familiar Compari- 
ſon put them in mind of their Duty, ſo as they do 
not Fall out with each other, for the Pre-he- 
minence. but walk hand in hand, or rather ſtrive 
which ſhall come to Heaven firſt, by a con- 
tinud Series of Religious Exerciſes. Do but con- 
ſider, That every true Believer is paſſing on the 
ſure way to Eternal Bliſs, and tho he may differ 
from another, with reſpect to fome peculiar Senti- 
ments, yet they both 17 in the N, e 
Points of Faith. 
bor Example, [take great delight (a8; It has been 
already declar'd) in a {olitary Life, and ſhould 
doubt much of my own Salvation, were I to con- 
cern my ſelf with the management of Publick Af. 
fairs; fa that I chuſe rather to tive:on Roots and 
Plants, free from the converſation of the Great, 
than to feed on the moſt delicious fort of Dainties, 
in the midſt of a multitude of People : Whereas a- 


nother Perſon perhaps a better Chriſtian * 
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ſelf, may ſerve his Ood as faithfully as right Du. 


the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; and to the be 
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Lot in Sodom, or devout Noah in the old World, 
in a Trading City, amidſt a promiſcuous Compa- 
ny of ſincere Profeſſours, and notorious Sinners ⁊ 
Now does it follow, that this worthy Perſonage, 
muſt needs cenſure me upon account of my par- 
ticular courſe of Life, or that I muſt unavoidably 
condemn his Conduct? God forbid ; I hope we 
have both made our Peace with the Soveraign Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, and live under the ſpecial 
Care of his Divine Providence. Then let not the 
Followers of a Meck Jeſus, any longer wrangle, 
or be ingag'd in hot Diſputes one with another, a- 
bout indifferent Forms and Ceremonies; but let all 
adhere to their reſpective Sentiments, as long as 
they judge them to be Sound and Orthodox, and 
firmly believe, That if they abjure them, their 
Souls will be in danger of periſhing Everlaſtingly. 
For all good Men are ever zealous in 40 


of their Knowledge, ordet their whole Converſa- 
tion according to that unerring Form of wholſome 
Words : So that admit it were fo, that ſome of 
them ſhould be under a Miſtake in performing their 
ſeveral Duties to the Great God]; ſuch as being too 
preciſe or ſomewhat unſeemly in their Deport- 
ment; nevertheleſs theſe Imperfections and Frail. 
ties incident to Humane Nature, will make no great 
difference between us, when all come to ſtand before 
the Tribunal of the moſt Juſt and Impartial Judge, 
who having taken our Nature upon him, and be ; 
ing very ſenſible of our Infirmities, will condeſcend 
ſo far as to pardon greater Offences, or elle the 
moſt Righteous among the whole Race of Mankind 
will be utterly undone for ever. eg 3 ll 
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never dene their pute Element, by ſtriving which 
Mall m uppermoſt; but all . the beſt of their 
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This ;Emblem may ſerve as a conſtant Monitour 
10 all Chriſtian People, eſpecially Proteſtants, 
whatſoever Perſwaſion they may be of, who are 
travelling on the Heavenly King's High-way to &. 
on thro ſeveral diſtin Paths of Private Opinions 
and different modes of Worſhip, not to diſpute 
a paſſage on the Road, or fo much as ask the 
Reaſon, Why the reſt of Mankind do not joyn 
with them in every Punctilio, or particular Ni. 
city? And whenever two Parties of different 
Perſwaſions, accidentally meet together, may 
the temembrance of this familiar Compari- 
fon put them in mind of their Duty, ſo as they do 
not Fall out with each other, for the Pre-he- 
minence, but walk hand in hand, or rather ſtrive 
which ſhall come to Heaven firſt, by a con- 
tinud Series of Religious Exerciſes. Do but con- 
ſider, That every true Believer is paſſing on the 
{ure way to Eternal Bliſs, and tho he may differ 
from another, with reſpect to fome peculiar Senti- 
ments, yet they both agree in the We 
Points of Faith. | 

For Example, [take great delight N It has been 
already declar'd) in a Tolitary Lite, and ſhould 
doubt much of my own Salvati ation, were Ito con- 
cern my ſelf with the management of Publick Af. 
fairs z fa that I chuſe rather to live on Roots and 
Plants, free from the converſation of the Great, 
than to feed on the moſt delicious fort of Dainties, 
in the midſt of a multitude of People: Whereas a- 
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ſelf, may ſerve his God as faithfully as righteous 
Lot in Sodom, or devout Noah in the old World, 
in a Trading City, amidſt a promiſcuous Compa- 
ny of fincere Profeſſours, and notorious Sinners x 
Now does it follow, that this worthy Perſonage, 
muſt needs cenſure me upon account of my par- 
ticular courſe of Lite, or that I muſt unavoidably 
condemn his Conduct? God forbid ; I hope we 
have both made our Peace with the Soveraign Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, and live under the ſpecial 
Care of his Divine Providence. Then let not the 
Followers of a Meek Jeſus, any longer wrangle, 
or be ingag'd in hot Diſputes one with another, a- 
bout indifferent Forms and Ceremonies; but let all 
adhere to their reſpective Sentiments, as long as 
they judge them to be Sound and Orthodox, and. 
firmly believe, That if they abjure them, their 
Souls will be in danger of periſhing Everlaſtingly. 
For all good Men are ever zealous in 400 


. the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ; and to the be 


of their Knowledge, ordet their whole Converſa- 
tion according to that unerring Form of wholſome 
IVords : So that admit it were fo, that ſome of 
them ſhould be under a Miſtake in performing their 
ſeveral Duties to the Great God]; ſuch as being too 
preciſe or ſomewhat unſeemly in their Deport- 
ment; nevertheleſs theſe Imperfections and Frail- 
ties incident to Humane Nature, will make no great 
difference between us, when all come to ſtand before 
the Tribunal of the moſt Juſt and Impartial Judge, 
who having taken our Nature upon him, and be 
ing very ſenſible of our Infirmities, will condeſcend 
ſo far as to pardon greater Offences, or elſe the 
moſt Righteous among the whole Race of Mankind 
will be utterly undone for ever. . 
* * Bo | 


== For my part, I would rather chuſe to make a ter. 
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vent Prayer to the Almighty, fitting with my Head 
cover d, than to kneel at the Altar with all the ſeem- 
ing Reverence imaginable, and at the ſame time 


abſurdly babble out my Petitions with a Heart full 


of Luſt, Malice, or Revenge : But bleſſed be God, 


no Chriſtians in our Age are ſo rude as to make 
their Requeſts known to Heaven in any ſuch irre- 
verent Poſture, and it muſt be acknowledg'd, That 
the Supreme Governour of the Univerſe ought to 


N be Ador'd with all manner of awful Reverence, 


and humble deportment of Body as well as Soul ; 


but that which He chiefly regards, is the ſincerity 


of the Heart, not the cringing of the-Knee or the 
bowing of the Head ; altho theſe outward Cere- 
monies are alſo requiſite to expreſs the inward dif- 


- 


polition of the Mind, and well become a reaſon- 


able Creature, when he preſents an Addreſs to his 


Soveraign Creatour. But to return from this Digreſ- 


ſion, I'll now diſpoſe my ſelf to Contemplate the 
admirable Works of the Moſt High, and endea- 
vour to confute thoſe faithleſs Wretches, who ab- 
& ſolutely aſcribe all to provident Nature, or which 
is worſe, to the caſual Events of blind Fortune. 


Omy God, how doſt thou diſplay thy Immenſe 
Power, and ſhe the certainty of a Glorious Re- 


ſurrection, by what I now behold! For ſome few 
E Months agoe, I walk'd this way, when all the 
Fields and Meadows were bare, and nothing to be 
ſeen but a few dead Blades of wither'd Graſs 
| which were moultering away, tho join'd to their 
| own fing Root: The Trees were ſtript of all 
their verdant Leaves, and their Branches appear d 


as it were quite blaſted ; fitter to ſerve as fuel for 


the Fire, than to incumber the Ground: The 


Moun- 
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Mountains and Hills were cover'd with fleeting 
Snow; or a Hoar-froft, which was ſoon diſpers'd 
by ſome un w holſome Fog, or drizzling Miſt : The 
Cori Ny rotting in the Bowels of the Earth, and 
the pretty winged Quiriſters were quaking by rea- 
ſon of the exceſſive coldneſs of the Seaſon: The 
numerous Herds of Cattel on the Common, look d 
like ſhabby Mules in their tatter d Coats; the Wea- 
ther was low'ring, and the Heavens were over- 
ſpread with thick Darkneſs; whilſt the Sun ſneak'd 
under many Clouds, and foon ſet in an obſcure 
Shade : The Winds blew ſharp and keen, and the 
Rain pour'd down like a mighty Floud, filling the 
lower Valleys with its ſoaking Showetsz never- 
theleſs the weary'd Traveller was fain to trudge on 
thro thick and thin till he came to his Journey's 
end: The Days were ſhort and cold, the Nights 
long and tedious; and in a word, every thing had 
2 black Hue, reſembling the ghaſtly Face of Death. 
But what a glorious change is here, or rather a 
new Reſurrection of the Univerſe, ſufficient to con- 
vince the moſt obſtinate Atheiſt, and make him 
tand amaz d, if he will but put himſelf ro fo much 
trouble, as to take a round with me in the ſpaci- 
ous Meadows, which were ſo ruſty and bare, oh- 
ſerving how green and ſweet they now appear. 
The wonderful effects of the Divine Power ate 
here to be ſeen in every leaf of Graſs; ſo that: I 
could willingly lay my ſelf down on this ſoft Bed of 
fragrant Flowers, and expire with delight, that I 
might riſe again in a more reſin d State: No.π- I 
am certainly aſſur d, That nothing is impoſſible to 
the Almighty; for if he can cover the harren Field 
with ſuch a lovely green Mantle, iſſuing out of its 
own putrefy*d Soil, how eaſy a thing is it tobe done 
EE 2. by 
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by him, to raiſe my vile Corps out of the duſt of 
the Earth, and make it a glorious Body, like that 
of the Son of God ? But for a farther proof of 
this matter of Fact, let us take a view of the Trees 
Buſhes and Hedges that grow within the compaſ; 
of this delightful Plain, and obſerve how the 
Branches are loaded with fine Bloſſoms of different 
Colours ; ſomeall over white, others curiouſly di. 
verſify d with green and red, ſome white and blew, 
and others of the deepeſt green: Some Trees arc 
full of little Buds, and others adorn'd with ſpread. 
ing Leaves ; ſome bring forth variety of delicious 
* Fruit for the uſe of Mankind, and others ſupply 
the Cattel with Acorns, Maſt, Wildings, Oak-ap. 
ples, Oc. Again, ſome Shrubs bear white or black 
Bullace, and others are beſpangled with Hips and 
Haws ; ſome Buſhes yield good ſtore of wild 
Grapes, and others are beſet with abundance of 
Sloes: Bilberries, Black-berries, Dew-berries, W hor- 
[tle-berries, G. 1GEO | 
Here is a mighty Work indeed, inſenſibly 
brought to perfection, not by the Hand of a frail 
Man, but by the Word of an Omnipotent God; an 
- Almighty Power not exerted by Nature, but by 
the Will of the Great Creatour of the Univerſe,not 
ſprung out by meer Chance, but directed by an o- 
ver- ruling Providence; inſomuch that I am ſtruck 
with Amazement, whenever I behold the won- 
der- working Prodigies of the Moſt High, and ob- 
ſerve how magnificently He adorns the Boughs of 
every Tree, making them as it were to laugh and 
ſing: Fey neither the molt wile King Solomon in all 
his Glory, nor Alexander the Great, notwithſtand- 
ing his Conqueſt of the whole World, was ever 
-array'd like one of theſe blooming Lillies of the 
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different ſize, and, That that part which faces Hea- 
ven, is more beautiful and ſmooth than the lower 


Duty, how thou oughteſt to look up to him witii 


to meaner Services, ſo as to ſupply the frail Body: 
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Field. But that which ſurprizes me moſt of all, is 
the lamentable degeneracy of faithleſs Man, Who 
apparently bears the Image of his Maker, and yet 
js ſo audacious, as to call his Divine Being in que- 
ſtion, and to disbelieve the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, when at the ſame time, he muſt needs be 
convinc'd of the Truth of it, by every Bud that 
ſhoots forth anew, and every Leaf that grows in- 
the Vernal Seaſon; for if he would but take ſo 
much pains as to examine the admirable contexture 
of one ſingle Leaf, as it is hanging on the Tree, he 
might ſoon diſcern, how curiouſly it is inter wo- 
ven with little Fibers or fine hair: like ſtrings of a 


fide, which looks down towards the Earth. Now 
what can be the meaning of theſe. ſurprizing Cir- 
cumſtances, but to ſhew thee O vain Man, thecers: 
tainty of the Being of a God, as alſo todenote-thy: 


the pureſt Thoughts and moſt ſublime Affections; 
offering to him the flower of all thy Increaſe as a 
due Sacrifice, and devoting thy more ignoble Parts 


with Neceſſaries and moderate Refreſhments; ſince 
the chiefeſt Beauty of the Soul conſiſts in having 
Rational and clear Conceptions of the Supreme 
Deicy, and in adofing him with the moſt profound 
Reſpect. ed br fas 
Then how brutiſh muſt he needs be, that dege- 
nerates ſo far from a Reaſonable Creature, as to 
withdraw his Mind from relying with-a lively 
Faith on the Providence of an All-wiſe Creaton, 
and to fix the center of his Belief on I know not 
what ſort of blind Chance? Certainly every trem⸗ 
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bling Leaf and tender Plant will riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt ſuch a Wretch at the laſt Day, to 
condemn his Folly. For a farther confirmation of 
our aſſurance of a future Reſurrection, we need 
only caſt an Eye on theſe blooming Bloſſoms ; ob- 
ſerving how glorious they appear, and what a ſtu- 
pendious Art is made manifeſt in every little Now. 
er, for tbey have an admirable variety of noble 
Colours and fragrant Smells, and diſcloſe the whole 
luſtre of their Beauty towards the Habitation of 
their Great Creatour. Whence can all theſe Curioſi- 
ties proceed, but from the Almighty Power of the 
Supreme Moderator and Governour of Heaven and 
Farth? Then why ſhould any Man that is indu'd 
with ſound Reaſon, doubt, Whether the ſame 
W Omnipotent God can raiſe up the ſeveral Bodies of 
W his Saints, out of their ſleepy Tombs, and make 
= them as beautiful as theſe delicate Bloſſoms, or 
pretty Leaves? Indeed there is more likelihood of 
ſuch a Change, and a more diſtinct account may 
be given of it, than of the preſent matter of Fact, 
or the Object that we now behold ; for Man when 
be dies. is laid in the Duſt of the Earth, and lies in- 
terr d like an Acorn, which(as we well know) grows 
up in proceſs of time toa tall Oak: But as for theſe 
Leaves and Bloſſoms, there was nothing like them 
to be ſeen, ſome few Weeks agoe; for if you had 
taken one of the Boughs or the whole Tree it ſelf, 
BE and. had hack'd it in ten thouſand pieces, you 
BE would have diſcern'd no ſign of what now appears 
to your ſight. Ein enn 

\ Whenever I ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things, I 

BE make no more queſtion of the Being of a God, and 
a Future State, than I do of my living at this mo- 
ment; fo that I could as it were wiſh my ſelf in the 

f 5 ; Grave. 
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Grave, that I might be ſpringing up to the Kingdom 
of Glory, Ke I ſhall 8 — flouriſh in the 
Courts of my God, with more ſpreading Branches 
and finer Bloſſoms than any lofty Tree that is plant- 
ed in the richeſt Soil, by the ſide of a flowing Ri- 
ver. Then where is that vain-glorious Boaſter, 
andgwhat is his Name, who arrogantly preſumes 
to ſtyle himſelf Wiſe, and yet will not endeavaur 
to become this precious Seed, that he may turn to 
a mighty Increaſe, and bloom to the Everlaſting 
Ages of Eternity? Oh happy me, that ever Len- 
ter d upon this ſerious Contemplation, and m- 
ſo ſtrict an inquiry into the Divine Power! I never 
thought on theſe Things before, unleſs it were for 
a Minute and away, but now I take ſo great de- 
light in them, that they ſhall be the Subject of my 
conſtant Meditation all the Days of my ſhort Lite. 
Here I'm reſolv'd to live and here Il die, during 
this ſweet and dele&able Spring of a new Year, 
which offers freſh Delights every Hour to my cra- 
ving Senſes, and is continually entertaining me with 
variety of pleaſant Objects. r 
But how much more delightful, will that end- 
leſs Summer be, when all the Saints of God, will 
ſhine as it were ſo many bright Suns in the Fir- 
mament of Glory, whoſe tranſcendent Luſtre will 
be ſufficient to dazzle the Eyes of the moſt quick- 
ſighted Inhabitants of the New Jeruſalem. .. The 
very thoughts of theſe raviſhing Joys ſwallow up 
all my Deſires; ſo that I have a fore-taſte of Hea 
ven, as often asI behold the Wonders of the Dy 
vine Power in this fruitful Vineyard. What fine 
Object havelever ſeen in the World, that can bg 
{o efficacious as to draw me out of my habitatio 
amidſt theſe pleaſant Groves and flow'ry Meadows 
75 Ss Ee 4 Wh 
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Why would not No repeated earneſt follicieations 
of my deareſt Kinsfolk and moſt intimate Friends 


revail with me toabandgns no nor even the 
{weet Imbraces of JoVing Wife? But perhaps ſome 
indifferent Party may 54 If thou ſhould n be offer d 
to make choice of any apartments in a magnificent Pa- 
Lace, together with a ſplendid Equipage and all other 
| ſultable Condeniences, would not ſuch an advantagious 
Propoſal induce thee to leave thy poor Country-ſeat 2 1 
anſwer by no means; neither would all the incom- 
1 ey a Beauties of the Venetian Court be ſuffici- 
ently attractive for that pu . Again, it may 

1 be urg d, What if thou ſhould'ſt be tempted with an 
1 Lunar of Riches and Mos would not theſe 
"0 ubble Rewards wean thy Aﬀedions from a Solitary 
Neirement? But my Reply would be; That an 


\Þ heaps of Treaſure and all the Affluence that can be 
imagin d, are no Temptations to a ſanctify' d Soul: 
For the exhilerating {till Enge's of a good Con- 
ſcience are far more harmonious in my Ears, than 
all the clamorous ſhouts of the Senſual Appetite; 
and the continual Feaſt of a peaceable Mind is in- 
; | h finitely more refreſhing to my Spirits,than the moſt 
luſcious entertainments of an Epicurean Banquet, 
{ which only ſerve to pleaſe the Palate for a moment, 
and leave an Everlaſting Sting behind them. 
I had rather dwell here in this mean Cotrage, 
and ſec all my Worldly Grandeur qualh'd in diſ- 
grace, than be lull'd ſleep for a while, in the 
eren Lap of Vice, that uſuaNy lets her drowſy 
Rrats ide down into the borromleſs Pit of Everla- 
Zing Burning, where they whimper, when there is 
none to ſave, and cry out, when the Father of 
ö | Perce is gore, or r has ops his Ears, ſo that he 
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Imperial Crown and a golden Scepter, with'vaſt 


will 


e 
1s vill not hearken to their ſad moan, nor have any 

is regard to their bitter Tears. Therefore I'll pray 

je N without ceaſing till the Hot of Death, within the 

ie covert of this ſhady Bower, notwithſtanding the 

d ſcoffs and cruel mockings of the Profane; here Ill 
-Igrieve för Sin, tho the irreligious World may de- 
ride my innocent Simplicity; here Ill make a far- 
„cher Search into the myſterious Wonders of Di- 
vine Providence, tho the ſenſeleſs Rabble may call 

1- MW me a dull and ſtupid Sot, more fit to be confin'd 
i- Win a Cloiſter, than to keep company with the 
y WM Wiſe and Sagacious. However I am content tobe 
= © an Object of Scorn and Derifion, and to be ex- 

e pos d to all the virulent Sarcaſms of the Ungodly, 

bo that I may gain the favourable Smiles of Hea- 
a ven; for from whence do all their Flouts proceed, 
t 
: 


but from'the fumes of a diſtemper'd Brain; or a 
falſe notion of the Secrets of Nature? And indeed, 
: were we; the Inhabitants of this ſinful Nation of 
as great Sagacity in judging of Spiritual Affairs as 
ue are in the management of Temporal, there is 
not a reaſonable Man amongſt us, but would im- 
mediately diſingage himſelf from the Vanities of 
t I this degenerate World, caſting away all anxious 
Cares about future Events, and aiming at no more 
than what may be ſufficient to convey him to his 
Journey's End; ſo as to be willing to accompany 
| me in this happy Retirement, there to inſute that 
inward Peace, which - continually flows from a 
compos'd'Mind, diverted by the Divine Omnipo- 
tence with the never-ceafing Charms of a ſweet So- 
litude. 54 
Then ſtand abaſh'd ye doubting Sinners, and 
draw near to God, with a firm Belief; ſince tis 
evident beyond all contradiction, That it is his 
n e Almighty 
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1 Almighty Hand, and not thy own weak Power, 
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' | dark Clouds and freezing Air, that hung hover- 


wh caſting its kind ſmiles on the various feeds that 


they are all ſtript of their-Winter-dreſs and cloth 
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or that of any finite Creature whatſoever, which 
adorns the high Mountains and Hills, with the 
ſpacious Plains and Valleys, after fo beautiful 3 
manner, as they now appear to our View; for 


with a lovely green Mantle: Behold the fruitful 
ſeed, that for a while lay hid like a blind Mole 
in the cavitics of the Earth, is now come forth in 
all its blooming Splendour, ſufficient to make x 
faithleſs Soul cry out, MyLord and my God I noꝝ 
firmly believe, there will be a great Day of gene- 
ral Aſſizes held in the upper Regions, when all 
Humane Bodies ſhall be rais d up to a Spiritual Re- 
ſurrection, in a ten thouſand times more glorious 
State, than ever they were, during their abode in 
this Vale of Miſery. come hither then, ye dif 
truſtful Chriſtians, and obſerve the Winged Tribes 
of every kind, how they flutter aloft; - to ſing the 
Praiſes of their All-wiſe Creatour,the wonderful e- 
nergy of whoſe mighty Power has diſpers d the 


ing oer their warbling Bills, and gave a check to 
the ſweet Notes of their Innocent Mirth. 

Behold the numerous Herds of Beaſts that wan- 
der in the Foreſt, how ſmooth and fleek their 
Coats now appear, which were lately ſoruſty and 
jagged; ſince the bountiful Providence of the So- 
veraign Lord of the Univerſe has graciouſly ſent 
them a ſupply of freſh Proviſions, in the time of 
their greateſt Neceflity ! Behold alſo and admire, 
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how ſcrene and clear the Heavens look; for the 


plorious Body of the Sun is now priding it ſelf in 
its higheſt Zenith of Meridian Splendour, and 
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lye intombd in the Earth, which, it has been 
cheriſhing under its glimmering Beams, many a 
Winter-day ! Obſerve the Summer- breezes that a- 
riſe from the neighbouring Sea, how cool they 
blow in hot Regions, with a regular Courſe for 
ſome Hours about Noon, and how wonderfully they 


temper the exceſſive heat of the Air! Take good 
notice likewiſe of the dry Winds in more tempe- 
rate-Climates, how they ſend forth their glowing 
Blaſts, and drive away the haſty Showers that us d 
to fill the deep Dikes and Trenches, with their 
weeping Tears! Do but caſt an Eye on the joyfull 
Traveller, and obſerve how clean he walks on the 
green ſward and moſſy Turf, in a pleaſant Foot- 
path, not far from the beaten Road; or if you 
pleaſe look a while, on the whiſtling Peaſant, and 
ſee how merrily he drives his gingling Team, a- 
dorn'd with numerous Taſſels, gay. Toppings, and 
chiming Bells, the ſound of which is far more har- 
monious to a chaſte Ear, than all the noiſy Con- 
forts of acrowded Mulick-houſe, or lewd Theater. 
What is the ſource of this admirable variety of 
Delights, but the pleaſantneſs of the Days which 
are long and fine, ſucceeded by Nights that are ve- 
ry ſhort and clear, only ſhaded with a glimmering 
Twilight; fo as every thing conſpires to charm the 
Senſes and refreſh the Vital Spirits. | 

But now tis time to go to reſt ; for the bright 
Rays of Heaven's reſplendent Lamp are juſt ready 
to retire to the Chambers of the Welt, and all the 
numerous Families of the warbling Quire, are fly- 
ing home, that they may compole their weary'd 
Wings, in order to tune their Voices to a higher 
{train, at the dawn of another Day ; fo that I'll 
]:ntly retreat to my delightful Grotto and there 
1 | E con- 
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conclude the Evening with ſuch pious Ejaculationg 
as theſe : O thou Omnipotent God who inha- 
© biteſt Eternity, beyond the Starry Firmament and 
* art infinitely more bright than all the glittering 
Crowns on Earth or radiant Diadems that are 
worn by the Saints in Heaven; indue me with a 
* firm Faith to believe, That all ſorts of creared Be- 
* ings receive their whole Luſtre from thy tran(- 
* cendent Glory.Infuſe into my Soul ſuch a fervent 
* Zeal for thy Service, as may cauſe my Prayers to 
* alcend to the Throne of Grace, as an acceptable 
Sacrifice of a ſwect- ſmelling Savour to thee my 
* Soveraign Lord, who filleſt the upper Regions, 
* with the incomparable Beauties of never-tading 
* Bliſs, and adornelt the lower World with thy 
© bounteous Liberality ; as it more evidently ap- 
* pears to me, by the tine Proſpect I have taken this 
day, round ſome part of the Univerſe, created by 
the Word of thy Divine Mouth. Then what ſhall [ 
* offer tothee,OthouHigh andMightyKing of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, but the juſt Tribute of Praiſe 
and Adoration for all thy ſtupendious Works of 
«< Providence? I have heard of thy Immenſe Power, 
«< when I liv'id amidſt the contus'd hurries of a great 
« City, but now have a much more clear ſight of 

thy aſtoniſhing Wonders in a private Solitude. 
Oh how am 1 taken up in viewing this Garden 
of Pleaſure, and ſolacing my ſelf in a noble Walk 
beſet on every fide with tall Trees and fragrant 
Bloſſoms; inſomuch that my moſt ſublime Thoughts 
are (wallow'd up in the Contemplation of the Di- 
vine Perfections! For it the ſweet repoſe of one 
BY Day affords ſo great Refreſhment to a fainting Spi- 
W rit, but newly departed from the Courts of Folly, 
what a vaſt increaſe of Comforts may be expected 
during 
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during the courſe of a Jong Life, ſpent in thi. 
charming Bower of Reſt and Tranquility! Oh bleſ- 
ſed Time to me, when I turn'd my Back on a ſin- 
ful Town, and undertook a long Journey, in or- 
der to injoy the Seraphick Pleaſures of a Country- 
Life! Therefore ll lay my ſelf down in peace up- 
on this ſoft Bed of Roſes incircled with green Lau- 
rels and blooming Buſhes; and compoſe all my 
Thoughts to reſt, without fear of being diſturb'd 
by Thieves, or awak'd by the dreadful out-cries 
of Fire: So that when my drowſy Eyes begin to 
open their clos'd Wickets, I'll peep out to ſee the 
dewy Drops trickling down from-every Leaf like 
Orient Pearls, and diffuſing their {weet Nectar on 
the tender Plants and fragrant Flowers, which at- 
fords a daily ſupply of moſt delicious Fare, to the 
mighty Swarms of induſtrious Bees. 

Thus I'll ſpend the Summer of every ſucceeding 
Year out of all the noiſe of tumultuous Sinners, and 
throw my felf into the ſweet Imbraces of a con- 
tented Life; ſo that whenever the King of Ter- 
rours Summons me to appcar before the great Tri- 
bunal of Heaven, I may reſort to a heap of Leaves 
newly fall'n trom the talleſt Cedars, and adorning 
my Temples with a Garland of Cypreſs, ſilently 
hide my litelefs Corps in ſome remote Cavern of 
the Earth, without any farther ſtir of a coſtly In- 
balming, or a pompous Funeral; ſo as the remains 
of this my corruptible Body may lye at reſt watt- 
ing for its happy Change to a glorious Immortali- 
ty above the Empyreal Orbs, within the Gates of 
the New! Jeriſalem; where I ſhall for ever live to 
{ing aloud new Songs of Joy and Triumph, amid(t 
the Celeſtial Choir of Cherubins and Seraphims, 
with the other Orders of Angels, and the glority'd 
Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect. CHAP 
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0 We Rich Mar's happy Retirement; or the Second 
| Part of Divine Contemplations on the Pleaſures of 
4 Count ry-life. 
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; I what has been already deliver d on this copious 
I Subject or the Arguments contain d in the ſub- 
ſequent Diſcourſe, were ſo effectual as to perſwade 
anopulent and haughty Perſon, tho never ſo great a 
dinner, but to refrai from Vicious Courſes for the 
& ſpace of one ſingle Week, and to live retiredly in 
che Country, with ſome religious Family, in a fine 
Seat and a ſerene wholſome Air, whilſt the Seaſon 
of the year is moſt [weet and delightful ; fo as to 
be altogether free from the Converſation of the Li- 
W centious: I doubt not but he would ſoon perceive 
the Almighty Power of God difplay'd after a won- 
derful manner, and be inſenſibly charm'd with the 
admirable ſedateneſs of Mind, Unity, Love and 
friendly Correſpondence that are ſo remarkably 
conſpicuous among thoſe Righteous Souls, who 
have exchang da Publick Station for a Solitary Life. 
W a ſmoaking City for an habitation in the pure Air 
W of a Country-village ; who have left off converſing 
with the Wicked to aflociate themfelves with the 
Juſt; who have chang d all their Mirth into a ſeri- 
W ous = oy of their Future State, their vain 
W Diſcoiffes about Worldly Affairs into Heavenly 
Conferences, and their immoderate Deſires of tran- 
W ſitory Injoy ments into longing Wiſhes for Ever- 


rous Volumes of Romances; Novels, Plays and o- 
; ther looſe Books that only ſerve to fill up the De- 
3 e vil's 
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TS laſting Glory; who have thrown away the nume- 
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vil's Library, and to corrupt the Morals of bloom- 
ing Vouthz with a firm reſolution conſtantly to have 
recourſe to the Lively Oracle of Holy Writ, and to 
peruſe the beſt Treatiſes of Divinity; who have 
aid aſide their needleſs Viſits among the Grandees 
of this lower World, to pay their moſt profound 
reſpects to the High and Mighty Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, Morning, Noon and Night; looking on 
every Hour, as an advanced ſtep toward the Grave, 
and a quick motion to Eternity. 

[ ſay a Perſon in theſe happy Circumſtances will 
ſoon Siſvern'a vaſt difference between the noiſome 
Stench that ariſes from the ſuffocating ſmoak of a 
crowded City. and the refrefhing Breezes of a free 
open Air, which ſurrounds a Country-houſe well 
ſeated on the little Hills, or in the delightful Plains; 
25 alſo between the lewd Practices of diſſolute Li- 
bertines, and riotous Lords of Mitrule, and the ho- 
ly Converſation of the vertuous Children of God, 
the Illuſtrious Heirs of a Heavenly Inheritance; 


mſomuch that they'll be fore d to break out into 


ſome ſuch” rapturous Expreſſions as theſe- How 
cores it to paſs, that I have been ſo long travelling in 
tbe World, and have not as get found out the dif- 
frrence between an agreeable Seat in a delightful Cam- 
an Country, the Air of which as ſerene and pure, aud 
2 populous City all over clouded with noxious Papo 
between the Society of the Sons of Heaven, whoſe Bs, 4 
verſation is obliging and inſtructive, and a 
of profane Reprobates, whoſe Demtanour ii and. 

infectiaus. What have all the Ancient and Moden 
Writers been amuſing themſelves about, ſo as ne- 
ver to think of making a Scheme, atleaft in Profe, 
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ofa Country- life. in ſo fine a Scene, as that which, 


II hall now preſent to your View; an Object, 
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which by the Divine Aſſiſtance will be ſufficient. 
ly flicacious to charm the moſt obſtinate A. 
theiſt into the belief of a Deity, and inſenſibly 
to draw in the greateſt Deboſhee to the love of 
Religion? And indeed, there never was as yet 
extant ſuch a curious Emblem of the New Jeruſa. 
lem, on the hither ſide of Eternity, except that of 
Adam during his State of Innocency in the Garden 
of Eden, as I ſhall here ſet forth, in as lively a re- 
preſentation, as can poſſibly be made by a frail mor- 
tal Man ; as will appear from my Seven Days Re. 
treat from the Diſorders of a ſinful Courſe, the 
particular Circumſtances of which are expreſs d in 
the following myſtical Allegory, or Divine Ecſtaſy, 
I took a Journey not long ſince, about forty 
Miles from the Metropolitan City of Auguſta Trino. 
bantum, to à moſt delectable Country-leat, where 
a certain Society of well diſpoſed Chriſtians to the 
number of fifty five Perſons, had made a mutual 
Contract to ſerve the great God Jehovah in truth 
id fincerity of Heart, to the utmoſt extent of their 
Lives, not after the uſual manner of Roman Ca- 
tholick Votaries in their lewd Convents and dark 
Cells, whoſe ungovernable Zeal, as I fear, too of- 
ten proceeds rather from a Capricious Humour, 
than the true Principles of Religion, and where 
the Vow of Chaſtity does not reſtrain them from a 
vagrant Luſt; but in imitation of the Primitive 
Heroe's of Chriſtianity, who frequently incorpo- 
rated themſelves in ſuch regular Societies, retiring 
from the tumultuous hurries of a vain World; to 
the end that they might inſure a ſweet ſerenity ot 
Mind, here on Earth, and a Crown which never 
fades away, when Time (hall be ſwa low'd up in 
Eternity. I arriv'd within ſight of this magnih- 
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cent Palace in the Month of June about four a 
Clock in the Afternoon; ſo that my Guide had no 
ſooner inform'd me of my near approach to ſo no- 
ble a Manſion (where I was to give my Opinion, 
which of the two I lik d beſt, either that Delecta- 
ble Scat, or the above-mention'd great City, the 
place of my former Abode ) but I immediately 
found an allay to the love of a ſmoky Town, and 
wiſh'd I might ne er return thither z every thing 
here appearing ſo tranſcendently ſweet and de- 
lightful, that I ſoon perceiv'd my drooping Spirits 
reviv'd after a wonderful manner. 

| But having view'd the ſtately Fabrick with a 
more piercing Eye, my eager Defires were more1n- 
flam'd ; inſomuch that I bad my Guide ſtay a little 
while, that I might behold the Situation of the 
Place with greater convenience; we being arriv d 
on the top of a high Hill, and that ſeated in alow 
Valley ſurrounded on all ſides with fine Nurſeries 
of Fruit - trees, and delicate Vineyard-plots, fenc'd 
about with lofty Cedars and ſpreading Walnut- 
trees. Then taking a ProſpeCtive-glaſs to bring the 
Object nearer tomy fight, I eſpy'd a ſpacious Moat 
which encompaſFd that wonderful Structure of a 
Curious Architect, who had contriv'd a Bridge-to 
be let down in the Day and drawn up at Night. 
The next remarkable Object was a mighty Wall 
rais'd up with rubb'd Bricks, and over-run wich 
Laurel-branches and Ivy; afterwards I took a view 
of the Front of this noble Pile of Building, which 
conliſted altogether of rich Marble; the Window» _ 
ſaſhes being made of Walnut-wood and glaz'd with 
the fineſt Crowned Glas. Thus having ſatisfy d my 
Curioſity in beholding ſo lovely a Proſpect, I rode 
down the Hill and met with two rows of tall Elms, 
Ft  E;ding -- 
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leading to the Houſe ; where Tread the following 
Inſcription over the Gate: Here inhabit Forty Per- 

| ſons, who are nobly deſcended, with fifteen menial Her- 
vants; and this Advertiſement is to give notice, That 
no profane Perſon preſume to enter wuthingheſe Gates, 
unleſs he be poſſeſs'd of a plentiful Eſtate, and has made 
a ſolemn Vow to refrain from all unſeemly Actions for 
the future, reſolving to fix his abode here during the 
term of Life - Sub a new Proſelyte may have admit- 
tance, upon condition that he prefer our Golden Rules 
before the Pleaſures of a ſinful Courſe. | | 
Then I deſir'd my Guide to knock at the Gate, 
and inforin the Inhabitants about the defign of my 
coming to this Place; he being one of the Family: 
Whereupon the Wicket was immediately open'd 
by a Perſon of a venerable Aſpect, and a while af- 
ter, I heard the ſound of a tinkling Bell, which! 
ſuppos'd was to call a general Conlultatieh 


1 of the 
Collegers, upon this extraordinary Occaſion : So 
that by that time I had taken a few turns under the 
ſhady Trees, the great Gates were ſet open for my 
admittance into the outward Court; where I met 
a noble Train of Gentlemen with their Vertuous 
Wives, that appear in a decent Garb, and were 

| follow'd by many pretty Children, who look d 
more like Angels of Light, than the Off. ſpring of 
mortal Men. I was receiv'd with all the Civility 
becoming ſo Religious a Society; for every indi- 
vidual Member of it was ready to bid me welcome, 
and expreſs d in the moſt pathetick Terms, the 

great Satisfaction it was to them in ſeeing me ſo 
happily withdrawn from the Snares of a ſinful Ci- 
ty and a vain Converſation; defiring me at the 
ſame time, to walk in and refreſh my (elf, after the 
fatigues of ſo long a Journey. Theſe Words made 


at me 
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ms burſt forth into Tears and apparent tranſport. 
of Joy, ſo that I made no ſcruple to addreſs my ſelf 
to the College to this effect 
© Moſtnoble and worthy Patriots, It muſt be ac- 


*knowledg'd, that my Journey may well be ſaid 


to be long and weariſome'; ſince l have been tra- 
* yelling in a barren Deſart above Thirty Years, and 
could never find the way to Reſt, till at laſt I 
* lighted upon this faithful Guide by chance, who 
has ſo happily conducted me to your bliſsful Seat, 

where I ſtand amaz d,. conſidering, That a Man 
* of my Education and great Eſtate, ſhould have 
ſpent the flower of Life, in wandring up and 
* down the dark Mountains of Folly. What large 


© Draughts of intoxicating Wine did I ſwallow 


* down, fo as never to entertain fo much as one 
* ſerious Thought of a Religious Courſe'! What 
* alluring Harlots were thoſe that bewitch d me in- 
to the ſlippery Lap of Luſt, fo as utterly to ex- 


* tinguiſh my Thirſt after the refreſhing/{treams of 


*Delight that flow from a Holy Converſation ! Oh 
that I had laid aſide my prejudice to Vertue, and 
* aſſociated my ſelf with the People of God, man 
' Years ago!But why ſhould I pine away with exceſ⸗ 
five Grief at what is paſs'd and cannot be recall'd? 
Who knows but my ſincere Repentance thò late, 
* may be accepted of in the Courts of the Moſt 
High, and make an atonement for my former e- 
* normous Tranſgreſſions? And now, Right Wor- 
* \hipful Gentlemen, I can only return you the tri- 


bute of my unfeigned hearty Thanks for conde- 


* ſcending fo far as to admit ſuch a vile Wretchas 
Jam into your honourable Society, and theſe 
* delightful Manſions, which are far more agreea- - 
ble to me than an Imperial Palace or Royal Court, 

r _ crowded 
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* crowded with licentious Sinners: And indeed, l 
am ſo far tranſported with my preſent Felicity in 
the injoy ment of your good Company, that I can- 
not ſpare time to refreſn my weary'd Limbs, till | 
* lay my ſelf down at Night, in order to take a ſweet 
* Repoſe within the Precincts of this charming Pa- 
* radiſe : But tis to be fear d, my tedious Diſcourſe 
* may interrupt your Proceedings, or run counter 
to the eſtabliſh'd Rules of the Houſe; therefore 
would entreat you to act with a free Temper, and 
* to make me acquainted with your Diſcipline, 
* which I ſhall always readily obſerve with 
* greateſt-Complacency and ſatisfaction of Mind 
* that poſſibly can be imagin d. 
I had no ſooner ended my Speech but the whole 
Company of Gentlemen convey'd me into a ſpaci- 
ous Hall, and deſir' d me to read the Orders of the 
Houſe, which were hang'd round the Room and 
engraven in fair Characters; where being left a- 
lone, I had an opportunity to imprint them on the 
Table of my Heart, and ſoon perceiv'd, that eve- 
ry Expreſſion was ſo emphatical, as to be ſufficient 
even tocharman Heathen into the love of Chri- 
ſtianity. The firſt Article of theſe Orders was, 
| That whenever any Perſon was admitted into the Socie- 
ty, fervent Prayers ſhould be made to the Soveraign 
ha of Heawen and Earth, that He would vouchſafe 
to encreaſe the number of his Ele, and to haſten his 
Kingdom. Then the Chappel-Bells being five in 
number were rung out, and their Evening-chimes 
made ſo charming a Melody, that I walk d to the 
Houſe of God with greater traaſports of Joy, than 
when I attended my beloved Spouſe, on our Wed- 
ding-day, adorn'd with Cloth of Tiſſue, and Brace- 
lets ſet with precious Stones. - At my entrance oo 
"M. the 
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the Chappel, I was plac d under a ſumptuous Ca- 
nopy on the top of hi ich the figure ofa Crown 
wascuriouſly wrought; which Bhi told me was in 
token of Victory over the Ward, the Fleſh and 
the Devil. | | 
The Right Reverend Biſhop Uſher officiated at 
the Evening: Service, and the N Collect usd 
upon this occaſion, was as follows: O Father of 
« Mercies and God of all Comforts, we thine un; 
« worthy Servants are here met together to ſet 
forth thy noble Praiſe, and to bleſs thy Holy 
© Name, 2 all thy Wonde ers of Grace ſo bountt: 
fully ſhewn to us and all the reſt of Mankind; but 
more eſpecially for adding to this Family one 


Member more that ſhall. be Saved; one that ki 


* implanted in vicious Habits by a con ail growth 
in the rank Soil of Ar z one of the moſt lux⸗ 
* uriant Sprouts in Satans Gra and 0 MW of thoſe 
* concerning whom our dear Red gemer ſaid, I may 
F ofſuble for a Camel to go thra h-the Eye of a 
Needle, than to enter into his Ves. Lord, 
here is a rich, haughty and (inful Man, juſt 
dy to work in thy Vineyard, in the ch Hour 
* of Lite ; it grieves him to the very Heart, that he | 
came no ſooner,and we praiſe thee that he's come 
at laſt ; Pour down thy choiceſt Bleſlings on the 
Head and Heart of this thy meek Servant, who 
is deſirous to exchange a mean Habitation here on 


Earth, for one of thy noble Manſions in Heaven; 


© who has deſerted the Prince of Darkneſs, to ad- 
here to the Kin N Glory, who has retird from 
* the Crowds of a Debauch'd City, to enjoy the 
* comforts of a private Solitude, who has forſa- 
ken the Society of diſſolute Libertines to keep 
Company with the righteous Lots of this Age. 
„ Then 
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Then let no Arguments of tlie Wicked prevail fo 


© far as to draw him from Thee, or canſe Him to 
Hex fs his former Errours ; but endue him 
Owit thy Heavenly Grace, and give him ſufficient 
Strength to anſwer the Fools in their Folly :. O 
thou Father of Lights do thou illuminate bis 
Mind, by the powerful Influence of thy Divine 
© Spirit, and make him truly ſenſible, That Holineſs 
brings Peace and Aſſurance for ever. Theſe Pray. 
vers and Praiſes we moſt humbly entreat thee 0 
Lord to accept, for the Metits of thy dear Son 
* Chriſt Jeſus, our Ever-Mcſſed Lord and Saviour, 
Ü 
After Prayers, a proper Pſalm was ſung in the 
Martyr's Tune, which inſenſibly rais'd my Affecti- 
ons ſo far above the frivolous Vanities of this 
World, that I could willingly have fat down in one 


of the Seats of the Chappel; there, if it were poſſi. 


ble, to ſpend the remains of Life, an ring my 


Soveraign,Creatour, ant os forth Hls Praiſe i 
Plalims lt Spiritual Songs fer 1 fancy'd't heark 
this|Angelical Hymn ſotinding in my Fats, O Bleſ- 
fed and Glorious ouls, je are they that imitate the 
Heavenly Choir, "Paving 4 fore-ta) le of the Toys above, 
VU 
below. As fon a5 Divine. Service was over, every 
"one having alſo made a private Prayer to the God 


O his Salvation, the Bells began to ring a Peel of 


Joy, acht ꝗqing to the uſual Cuſtom upon ſuch ſo- 


Temn Occations; and the Principal of the College 


Taluted mne with the following Congratufatory Ad- 
refs in the Name of the whole Society. Let this 
© Houſe flouriſh and be continually filld with ſuch 
© Heroick Souls as theſe; may all the Nobility and 
' ©Gzntry of the Realm imitate ſo pious anExample; 
1121 a e 6 SO K may 
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may every Mannour and private Farm, be throng d 
with the ſpreading Branches that ſhoot out of ſo 
noble a Stock of generous Spirits; may they all flock 
« down to their Country- ſeats, to ſerve their God, 
« King and Country, by leading a Holy, Regular, 
and Happy Life. For what can contribute more 
* to the Glory and Safety of any Nation, than the 
Exemplary Converſe of its chief Rulers and 
* Governours ? And now Great Sir, may you ſoon. 
« diſcern, That the Diſcipline of Religion i is not ſo 
« ſtrict and rigid as the World miſ- -repreſents it to 


© bez but on the contrary, that its Burden is eaſy iſ 


js. ite Yoke light; that it allows of all ſorts 
© of innocent Pleaſures , which a reaſonable 
Creature can deſire, and abbridges its Votaries 
© of no Injoyments but thoſe that are apparently 

* prejudicial to their welfare in this mortal Life, 
and to their Everlaſting Happineſs hereafter: Nay, 
* ſuppoſing there were no Rewards or Puniſhments 


to be expected in the Future State; nevertheleſs 


* we'll make it appear to any Perſon of a ſound 
Judgment, that there is more real Satisfaction in 
one Day's Converſe with the Righteous, than in 
© an Age of Sin, tho ſet out in all its gaudy Luſtre. 
* May you then be ſenſible, That there is nothing 
to be found in a ſinful Courſe, but exquiſite Pain 
varniſh'd over with the colour of Delight, and 
the natural Fruit of it is Shame and Confuſion of 
Face; for where is that particular Vice, that can 

© afford a Man any ſolid Comfort, or a laſting ſa- 
* tisfa&ion and tranquillity of Mind? 

Then the particular Families of this noble Socie- 
ty went and diverted themſelves with Lawful Re- 
creations till Supper was prepar d and ready to be 
ſerv d up in a ſpacious Hall, where all at down 

LEOWER F * 4 ia; and 


| T e, 
and jointly participated of the Divine Mercies : As 
ſoon as Grace was ſaid after Meal, we took a walk 
in the Gardens till the Bell rung, as a ſignal for al] 


. 
1 


the Members to retire to their reſpective Apart- 
ments; whereupon, I was convey d into a Room 
| furniſh'd with all ſorts of neceſſary Conveniences 
| ſuitable to my Character: Here having lock d the 
Door, I made a fervent Prayer to Almighty God, 
| who ſeeth in ſecret, imploring his Divine Protecti- 
on during the Nocturnal Shades, that bear ſo great 
a areſemblance to thoſe of Death, and peaceably 
laid my ſelf down to ſleep; but I awak'd betimes 
in the Morning to hear the early Tribe of winged 
Songſters warbling forth their ſweet Notes to the 
Father of Heaven that lives for ever; whoſe pretty 
Tunes made a far more charming Melody in my 
Ears, than all the City-cries of Sin: Afterwards 
I look d out of the Caſement into the fine Gardens 
deck d on every ſide with all ſorts of delicate Flow- 
ers, and beheld ſuch an admirable variety of plea- 
ſant Objects as made me break forth into theſs pa- 
thetick Expreſſions: 323 
DO Lord of Hoſts, how amiable art thou in all 
thy wonderful Works of Creation and Provi- 
| © dence! What finite Being can diſplay its Pow- 
er like to thee, O thou moſt Mighty! I have 
| © heard of thoſe curious Artiſts that can draw the 
© likeneſs of any thing that appears to their View, 
but 1 could never as yet meet with that Mortal, 
| © whoſe Ingenuity crown'd him with ſuch ſucceſs, 
| © as to caule a blade of Graſs to ſpring ont of the 
| * Earth, or a budding Flower to grow, without 
* the energy of an Almighty Fiat. Then look up 
* on high, O my Soul, to the Fountain of Lite, 
from whence all Things have their Being, and 
xt * ene 
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Wem 
reverently acknowledge that All-wiſe Creatour, 
who made Heaven and Earth out of a confuſed 
Chaos; admire that Goodneſs, which conducted 
thee into this pleaſant Bower of Safety, where. 
thou art at leaſure to contemplate the Divine Ex- 
cellencies, as alſo to reflect with delight, on thy 

{ preſent Welfare here, and thy future happy State 
in the Everlaſting Manſions. Therefore I'll im- 
* mediately, appropriate the greateſt part of my o- 
ver- grown Eſtate to the Service of God and 
* Charitable Uſes : So that whoever may aim 
* at more than they can really enjoy, I deſire to 
poſſeſs no larger a {hare of the Goods of this 
* World, than may be ſufficient for the comforta- 
ble ſubſiſtence 9 my Family, when Iam gone 
* down to the dark ſhades of the Grave; and as 
for my own part, I'll retain no more, than what 
may ſerve to defray my neceſſary charges i in this 
Holle of Solitude, where I have the injoyment 
of all things that a reaſonable Man can deſire or 
* wiſh for. 

Who then can equal themſelves with me, or 
compare their Happineſs to mine; ſince I am quite 
© freed from all the idle and fooliſh Expences of 
* Vice, and injoy more than I expect or deſerve? 
For every Hour ſeems to me as a Coronation-day, 
* whilſt I am continually taken up, in beholding 
the ſtupendious Works of Providence, as they 
* appear in all their noble Colours ſo curiouſly in- 

termix d and diverſifyd, not by the Hand = a 
mortal Painter, but by the unerring Pencil- of 
the Divine Power. Oh how beautiful are the 
* Robes of State with which the Almighty cloaths 
* the Earth in-the as of every Lear; Garments 

that grow not ol acoroing to the determina- 
_ tiad 
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tion of a frail Man, but by the * uncontrollable 
Will and Appointment of the Great God! For if 
© the ſpacious Plains, Fields and Meadows did riot 
I © (hed their Coats in the Autumnal and Winter-ſea- 
[|| * fons, how could they be ſupply'd with others as 
it were out ofa freſh Loom? And indeed, if we 
« do but ſearch” never ſo little into the Secrets of 
Natural Productions, we may obſerve ſeveral 
* ſorts of Trees and Plants, that are» noi ſoon- 
er ſtript of their old Veſtures, but the God of 
© Natife'is working them new ones, out of their 
© owii'Sabſtance. If this matter of Fact be ſo ma- 
©nifeſt to my Senſes, is it not highly reaſonable to 
believe, That the fame Omnipotent God will 
« ſet-me off in the Morning of the Reſurrection, 
with Everlaſting Ornaments, and make me far 
© more lovely and pleaſant before the ſight of the 
Heavenly Hoſt, than theſe delicate Roſes and 
pionies now appear to my View? Then how 
traſcendently Glorious and Seraphick will our Ap. 
* pearance be, when we come to enter within the 
, reſplendent Gates of the New Jeruſalem! 
 *Here is not a ſingle Flower in this Garden of 
Pleaſure, but the more I look on it, the more 
« its wonderful contexture and Beauty diſcloſes its 
« ſelf to my inquiſitive Eye. O my God, how am 
I filfd with Admiration, when I behold: theſe 
things, and feel the ſweet emanations of that In- 
ward Peace, which inceſſantly flow from a good 
t Conſcience, becalm'd with Holineſs of Life and 
© Divine Contemplations! This Peace is a'-conti- 
© nual Feaſt that is made for the®entertainment of 
© the Righteous, and the Righteous are ordain d 
for the everlaſting Injoyment of it; a Peace that 


, the Wicked are alrogetherStrangers to,and which 
- : * ? Is 
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*. truely known to none but Regenerate Chriſti- 


* 1 derd there is a ſeeming Peace which for 
while, attends the Hypocrite or falſe-hearted 
0 Profeſſour, who thinks himſelf an happy Man, by 
reaſon of the ſuddain flaſhes of eaſe, that dart in- 
to: his Mind at ſome uncertain Seaſons; but alaſs! I 
«it falls ihfinitely ſhort of thoſe Rivers of well- 
grqunded Satisfaction, that continually over- flow 
my exulting Breaſt in this happy Solitude: His 
© Peace is much broken, but mine remains firm and 
" unſhaken like a Rock of Adamant; his conterfeit 
* tranquilhty of Mind is wither'd, but my ſolidCon- 
* tentation is ever blooming, - freſh and greens his 
* Faſe is ſhort and tranſitory, but my Joys are ever: 
laſting; :his Comforts are variable, but mine are cer- 
« tainand not ſubject to the leaſt Change, or Altera- 
tion; his Seren is clouded with many fears, but 
« my Temper i is always compoſed and calm: In a 
Word, his Peace will periſh with him, but mine 
will ſtatid by me. in the Day of Adverſity. Then 
whoever may deceive their Souls with the hopes 
* of gaining Heaven by the means of a! carnal Sex 
curity or ſedateneſs of Mind built on a Sandy | 
foundation; I'll carefully examine the ſtate of 
my own Heart, and bring it tothe Touch-ſtone 
© of the Divine Laws; for what will ſuch a falſe 
© Peace avail me, *when the fiery Tryal comes on 
* at the 15. and terrible Day of general Aſſizesꝰ 
- Whilſt I'was thus reaſoning with my ſelf, one of 
thi Servarits of the Houſe came and knock'd at my 
Chatfiber door, to inform me, That there were ſe- 
verdl Coaches at the Gate, fl'd with Perſons of 
great Quality, who were defirous to ſpeak with me. 
Whereupon I was ſtruck with noſmall ſurprize, as 
not knowirg thx meaning of ſo early a Viſit, it 
being ſcarce ive a Clock i in the Morning; but up 
on 


| 
by | 
is 


5 | dreſs to me, was the Duke of Worldly Honour. 


1 * Deſires after Happineſs. 


| « Wretch ! doſt thou think to bring me over to thy 
Party, by repeating an old Atheiſtical Aphoriſm, 
which is not of ſufficient force to perſwade a 


Things in Nature as a Supreme Being and a Fu- 
| © ture State. Good Sir if you deſign to prevail 
with me, you muſt produce more cogent Reaſons 
4 and offer me greater Honours 5 for no leſs Re- 


Dutcheſs of Senſual Pleaſures, the 
ceit, the Counteſs of Pride and the Earl of the two 
| Theaters, with my Lady Air, who uſually rides in 
State to Hide-Park on the Lord's Day in the After- 


? | 444} 
on my nearer Approach, I perciev'd theſe noble 
Perſons to be, the Duke of Worldly Honour, the. 
Marqueſs of De. ! 


noon ; there to obſerve the Devil's Faſhions, and 
who dreſſes moſt like his deformed Imps of Pride. 
This Honourable Company had travell'd all the 
Night (as they pretended) out of the ſingular Love 
and Reſpect they had for me; ſo that I could do 
no leſs than take them into the Grove and give ear 
to their ſeveral Pleas. The firſt that made an Ad- 


0 
* Sir (ſaid he) I admire, That a Man of your re- 
fin d Parts ſhould be ſo ſtrangely led away by a iſ 


1 Pack of crazy Dotards, with the ſimple Notions 
of a Supreme Power and a Reſurrection-day; 


© fince there can be no more in't, that there is in a 


| <Daiſy that grows in the Field, a filly ſort of Flow- 
er, which ſerves only to amuſe Children and 
Fools Therefore come along with me, and 
well return to my Palace of Worldly Honour, 
where I have new Preferments to Crown thee 


* with, which will abundantly Satiate thy longing 


I return'd him this Anſwer, * Alaſs poor vain 


© Turk or a meer Heathen, that there are no ſuch 
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ward than a Crown will be able to draw me out 
of this ſweet Retirement; and it mult alſo be an 
Imperial Diadem purchas'd from above, or elſe 

« it will not ſerve my turn: You tell me, the Di- 

vine Power and the truth of the Reſurrection is 

no more viſible any where, than it is in a Daiſy- 
flower; I readily grant it, and ſhall prove the 

« reality of both, by the Admirable Curioſity that 

appears in the contexture of that deſpicableWeed; 

for how many pretty Leaves diverlify'd with va- 
© rious Colours ſhoot out at the top of that little 

Stalk ? Tell me if thou can't, by what Art it is 


ſo wonderfully wrought, and by what force it 


© ſprings out of the Ground? Thy want of ability 
to reſolve this Queſtion, aſſures me of the im- 
© menſe Power of God, and the certainty of a 
Reſurrection, ſo that 'm reſolv'd to ſtay here, 
till thou can'ſt ſummon up ſtronger Arguments 
to prove thy preſumptuous Aſſertion. 

And as for thy Worldly Honour, I do not va- 
ue it a ruſh; for there is nothing in it but an 
empty Breath of Air that is ſoon blown over and 
* diſpers'd in the thick miſt of Oblivion. Then 
* whoever may be enamour'd with ſo fleeting a 
* Shadow ; for my part, I deſire not to be dandſed 
in ſuch flippery Arms, which raiſe me up in a trice 
to make Fools look, and think it a fine thing to be 
advanc'd to ſo high a Station, and then let me 
fall on a ſuddainʒ fo as to become a Laughing- 
* ſtock to the numerous Crowd of gazing Spetta- 
* tors; which is too frequently the {ad Cataſtrophe 
of thoſe that ambitiouſly aſpire to the higheſt 
Pinnacle of Honour and Worldly Grandeur. I 
* ſhall think my ſelf ſufficiently Honourable, if I 
can but become a Favourite of the Soveraign Mo- 


© narch 


% 
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| © narch of Heaven, and be rais d up to his is King 
 < dom of Glory, where ! ſhall ne'er ap in danger of; 
© falling into the Pit of Diſgrace, but be admir | 
* by all my Fellow-Citizens of-the New Jeruſalem, 
* to the endleſs Ages of Eternity. 
The Duke of Worldly Honour Perceiving his 
{ "Deſigns to be fruſtrated, ſent the Dutcheſs of Sen- 
' tual Pleaſures to make an attempt upon my Cha- 
ſtity, and to endeavour to charm me into the ſoft 
imbraces of her lewd Boſom. To that purpoſe, ſhe 
accoſted me with a ſmiling Countenance in theſe 
Terms: Why to drowſy and heavy, O thou Dar- 
lng of all my former Deſires? What mournful 
* Fancy hasled thee into this diſmal Solitude,which 
tis too melancholy a Shade for the noble Compa- 
nion of the moſt honourable Order of Senſual 
© Pleaſures. And indeed, ſuch a ſtrange liſtleſs an- 
: * xiety has ſeiz'd on mySpirits, in this ſhort time of 
* my abode here, that I find my Mind extremely 
diſturb d; this being a Habitation much more fit 
for Hermits, Nuns, and other ſorts of ſuperſtiti- 
ous Recluſes, than for us, who have paſs d all our 
Life: time in a perfect enjoyment of the moſt tranſ 
* porting Delights. Then come away, come a- 
way my Beloved, with all the ſpeed that may be; 
for it thou abideſt in this deſolate Place. thou wilt 
{ turn a Stranger to the raviſhing Pleaſures of the 
1 B- itiſh Court, and no longer have any thirſt af- 
cer thoſe refreſhing Streams that continually flow 
from my numerous delightful Springs; ſuch as 
6 . charming Beauty, ſumptuous Apparel, coſtly Fur- 
D niture, delicious Food, rich Cordials, pleafing 
£ Draughts,apd many other Advantages of the like 
0 Nature. 
1 Whereupon | took the Liberr to check the Talk 
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0 f this great Lady, and told her, ſhe diſcours d 


ike a licentious Woman that drown'd her felt in 


ſuch carnal Pleaſures as would never ſatisfy her 


caving Deſires. As for your Plea (aid D of 
our former acquaintance, and your reflection up- 
on the Solitarineſs of the Place, with ſome other 
« ſly Inſinuations, I have no regard to them; but 
do here ſolemnly profeſs, that I ſhall for the fu- 
ture, ſtrenuouſly endeavour to abandon all ſorts 
© of Vice, and to mortify my inordinate Affecti- 
© ons : Tis not your miſ-naming of Religion that 
* ſhall make me out of Love with it; for I am ful- 
y perſwaded, That to be a ſincere Chriſtian, is 
© one of the nobleſt Titles of Honour on this ſide 
the Grave; neither is there any of your looſe 
* Tribe, but would wiſh to be in the happy State of 
the Righteous, when Death lyes hovering oer 
their pale Lips; then their eager Deſires of filthy 
unlawful Pleaſures, will inſenſibly abate, like the 
beating of their Pulſe, and their Love to Sin, will 
* grow as cold as the Bloud that is chill'd in their 
Veins. If the caſe be ſo, what other Reaſons can 
you alledge, to induce me to return with yousfince 
lam going down the Hill of Life, and ere it be long 
* muſt lay my ſelf on a Dying- couch? 
Therefore whoever may think fit to imbrace 
your periſhing tranſitory Delights ; Fil be conti- 
' nually employ d in Praying, Meditating,and' other 
Religious Exerciſes, till the King of Terrours 
brings me his laſt Summons to the Grave, when 
* I may read it with peace of Conſcience, and bid 
the World A- dieu, with a noble preſence of Mind, 
* reſigning my immortal Soul, that precious Jewel 


of ineſtimable Value, into the Artns of a Cruci- 
yd Jeſus; and a Glorify'd Saviour. However, 
| if 


1481 
if any of you can propoſ 
« better Bargain for my ſelf, when the Hour of 
Death approaches, F1l readily lay aſide all clain 
© to Religion, and accompany you in your Jour. 


* ney to the Courts of Senſual Pleaſures ; but if 


no ſuch Propoſal can be made, how indiſcree 
© ſhould I appear to all Rational Men, by prepoſte. 
© rouſly complying with your unreaſonable De. 
* mands? So that if your Ungracious Ladiſhip has 
no other ſtronger Arguments to offer, than tho: 
! that have been already produc'd, you may e'en 
* depart without putting your ſelf to any farther 
Trouble; for l am more in love with a retir d ſo. 
* litary Life, than I was before our preſent Confe- 
* rence; in regard that you told me, the loneſome: 
* neſs of the Place put a damp upon your Spirits, 
and gave a check to the career of your unruly Ap- 
petites. Upon that very account, it is the moſt ar. 
dent wiſh of my Soul to continue in ſuch a hap: 
* py Solitude, where my inordinate Paſſions may 
* be tam'd and my ſtrong inclinations to Sin, timely 
* allay'd. Now farewell thou Pompous Datcheſ 
of Senſual Pleaſures, henceforth I'll ſee thy Face 
* no more, neither wall I pleaſe my ſelf in thinking 
on thy former Allurements to a ſinful Courſe. ' 

This vain Lady had no ſooner turn'd her Back, 
but-my 2 Soul was retreſh'd with 'inex- 
preſſible Comforts breathing out the following de- 
EF vout Ejaculationsand judicious Reflections. O Bleſ- 
E ſed God, what aſſurance of thy Favour have I found 
in being enabled to . 0 the two main Champions 
of Vice, viz. Worldly Honour and Senſual Pleaſure ; 
endue me ] beſeech thee, with the ſame Courage and 
Conſtancy, ſo as to overcome the reſt of that wicked 


ö Train, who have pur ſu d me hither, iu hopes to briug 
25 my 


e, how I may make 2 


y precious Soul to utter Nuin, and are nom all conſult- 
vo together, what farher Strategemts mant lie an d in 
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der to draw m from thy more immediate Service, 
this Place, which would be otherwiſe free from all 


ſemptations : But I have talen a firm Reſolution ra- 
her to dye than fin againſt ſo Gracibas a Soveraign 
Being as thou art 3 
heir Charms that may he compar d te the 


for I can diſcern nothing in all 
ſublime Joys 
a Heavenly Converſation. . , \ © © 
I cannot forget the laſt Night's ſweet Repole, 
when will the chiming Bells ring a Morning- 
peel to Prayers, fo as all the Houſe of God may 
ling an early Hymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
to their Almighty Benefactor? How happy a 
time was Yeſterday, when [I left the tumultuous 
City of Senſual Pleaſures and arriy'd ſafe at-this 
peaceable Bower of Reſt : I would not return to 
the Place from whence I came, to gain a - gaudy 
Crown, ſet round about with ſeveral glittering 
Stones to tempt an ambitious Mind, but lin'd on 
the inſide with many prickly Thorns that gore 
the Heads of thoſe that wear it. Whoever may 
um to mount the lofty Throne, and ſway the 
weighty Scepter, III ſtrive for the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and uſe my utmoſt efforts to gain the 
reſplendent Diadem, that is never ſullyd by 
length of Days, nor taken off by Death, but con- 
tinually ſparkles like the Stars in their greateſt lu- 
ſtre, and always ſits eaſy on the Brows of the 
Crown'd Conquerour : Alaſs! what is a fading 
Coronet here on Earth, in compariſon of one of 
thoſe Immarceſſible Crowns of Gloxy that are re- 
ſerv d for the Righteous in the upper Regions of 
Eternal Bliſs? How ſhort and momentany does 
the Reign of an Earthly Potentate appear, when 
G g * compard 
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* compar'd to that of a Glorify'd Saint in the Ce- 
£ leſtial Kingdom! N | 4 
For no leſs than Seven Crown'd Heads have 
©bow'd to cruel Deſtiny within the compaſs of Se- 
ven Years and -T'wo Months, viz. Our gracious 
g ee Lady Queen Mary II. of Bleſſed Memo- 
ry, the Monarchs of Poland, Sweden, Denmark 
and Spain, James I. late King of England, &c 
with William III. the Glory of the Britiſh Iſlands 
- , whoſe Name will ſtand Recorded in the Annals of 
©the Noble, as long as the World endures, /\upon 
account of his Heroick Actions in the Field of 
© Battel againſt a formidable Tyrant and moſt in- 
veterate Enemy of the Proteſtant Religion; but 
_ * that ſingular Vertue, which more eſpecially em- 
*balms his Memory, and renders it more fragrant 
in the Noſtrils of moderate and healing Spirits, 
© was the unparallel'd Love he bad tor all true 


© Chriſtians of whatſoever Opinion or Denomina-· * 
tion they might be; inſomuch that this Pious* 


Monarch declar'd on his Death-bed, That he dy 
in the Faith of Chriſt's Univerſal Church, inti- 
© mating, That ne knew no other Mark of diſtin- 
« tion, amongſt its genuine Members. Theſe migh- 


ty Princes having all laid down their Golden 


Crowns and Scepters, are now ſleeping in thei 


Royal Tombs of State, and others are Reigning: 
in their ſtead, who in a ſhort time will come to 
the ſame Place of mournful Silence. Theſe affe 


© ing Conſiderations have wean d me ſo far fron 
© the love of Worldly Grandeur, that I could be 


content to undergoall the Calamities and TrouF 


* bles that are incident to Humane Life, upon con 
dition that I might be in a Capacity to pleaſe m 
God, and at laſt attain to the end of my Hopes 
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e- Ml even the Salvation of my Immortal Soul, thro the 
« Merits of my Ever- bleſſed Redeemer, Amen. 
vel Whilſt I was thus communing with my own 
e- Heart, the Marqueſs of Deceit came forward, and 
us ſaluted me with his courtly Forms of Flattery, ſay- 
0. ing, O my noble Lord, and worthy Friend, 1 
kl * know not how to expreſs my Joy, occaſion'd by 
c. © this happy Interview, in Terms equal to your 
ds © great Deſerts. However, I cannot but admire 
of © how it came to paſs that you intermitted your 
on Wl © uſual Viſit to me the other Day; ſo that fear- 
of * ing leſt ſome unhappy Chance had befal'n ſo no- 
in-W* ble a Perſonage, I ſent to know the reaſon of your 
but * Abſence, which 1 no ſooner underſtood, but 
m-M* was much ſurprizd at your ſudden Journey. 
ant © Therefore I took a Reſolution to find you out, 
its, © if poſſible, whereſoever you were, and prevail'd 
rue with theſe your old honourable Friends, to bear 
na- me Company. If you had condeſcended ſo far as 
ous to inform us of your Deſign of diverting your 
ly df If for a few Days in the Country, we would 
nti· have given youattendance,and would have gone 
ſtin to my Lord Drin fields, where we might have 
igh- paſs'd away the Nights merrily over a Flask of 
den delicious Wines, of ſufficient ſtrength to make us 
hei deep ſound from break of Day till three a Clock 
ning in the Afternoon, when we ſhould awake as freſh 
e tq as ever and fall to't again. But you are got into 
affe ſuch a cenſorious Family, that are apt to paſs a 
' ſevere Sentence upon a Man, for making merry 
d bF with his Friends; which is one of the greateſt. 
rouſ Pleaſuresof a Country- life: For ſetting aſide that, 
con with hunting the Fox or Deer. and ſome fe o- 
em ther Divertiſements, the Country would be as it. 
pes were a diſmal Wilderneſs, more fit to enterta 
eve Gg 2 _ * 864 = 
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aged Men and devout Women than a Tribe of jolh 
Boon Companions. Then rouſe up, Great Sir, andi! 
leave this fearful Solitude without any farther IE 
delay, that we may retrieve our Honour, and 4 
ſpend our Time in the enjoyment of new and S 
© more exquiſite Delights. f 

My Reply was to this effect, Sir, I am not ig. 


norant of your ſubtil Devices, having already f 
diſcover d ſo much of your notorious Deceit and 4 
* fullome Flattery, as not to be any longer cajol' . 
out of my natural Reaſon with ſuch ſpecious Pre. 
© tences; for what is the reſult of iny former vai ; 
* Converie with you, but bitter rief and anguiſh : 
* of Spirit, which muſt coſt me many a mournful 

© Sigh and brackiſh Tear, or my Soul will be utter: 3 


ly undonefor ever? So that I had rather lament 
* to a good purpoſe, during the term of Life, than 
© rejoice for a ſhort time in a ſinful Courſe, If to 
* Carouie in your drunken Cabals be fo great a De- 
* light to you, how much more tranſcendent is; 
my Joy, who have made my peace with Heaven. 
© Therefore as before I us'd to ſtifle the Checks off, 
my own Conſcience, ſo now my Employment, 
* (hall be to damp all your inchanting TemptatiYl, 
* ons be they never ſo violent. It is not your glo-. 
ning pretence of Kindneſs, that ſhall be of any, 


Ne wad - 
force to decoy me any farther into your Jool: 


* Converſation, which favours of nothing bu 
* Treachery and Deceitfulneſs of Heart. 

* Depart far from me moſt Ignoble Marqueſs; 
for I will not partake of your unlawful Delights 
© in the crowded Courts of Vice, but abide in this 
lovely Solitude, which you are pleas d to vilify as 
aplace fitter for the reception of decrepitOldMen 
and Religious Women, than the entertainment ol 

| | * your 
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your degenerate Honour, attended with its pO "= 
pous wicked Train. Drink off your Cups of hea-. 

dy Wine and intoxicating Cordials to the utmoſt 
datiety; when your Bow] is empty it will be well 
fill d up again and run over with the ſtrong cor- 
roding Liquor of the Divine Wrath, which will 
be pour d down your gaping Throat to endleſs 
Ages, as a token of the large Draughts you ſwal- 
low'd down whil(t here on Earth: Go take your 
fill of thoſe other Country- pleaſures, you ſo high- 


I value; for my part, Fplainly diſcern the Va- 


nity of all thoſe Extravagant Courſes, and 
ſhall from this very inſtant of Time, endea- 


* your to ſpend the remains of a ſhort Life in the 


Acts ofa ſmcere and unaffected Devotion; fo, 
that whenever it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God, 4 
moſt Gracious Creatour, Redeemer and Sanctifi- 
er to bring me to the end of my Chriſtian War- 
fare, I may have nothing elſè to do, but to take 
Me of dull Earth, and tripmphatitly aſcend. 
'up to the Everlaſting Manſions above the Empy- 
real Orbs; where Sin ſhall never ſtorm the ſtrong 


Holds of Sion, nor make a breach in the Adaman- 
tine Walls of the New Jeruſalem. Neither will 


the overflowing Torrents of Perſecution break 
in upon the Children of the Moſt High, for not 
' complying with every Popiſh Ceremony, or idle 
Superſtition ; but in that happy Future State, eve- 


ry thing will be Serene, Calm, and free from the 
noiſy Diſturbances of Folly. 


Upon that account, no Arguments, how plau- 

' ſible ſoever they may appear, ſhall ſhock my Re- 
' ſolves in the leaſt, or be ſufficient to perſwade me 

to return to the ſmoky Town of Deſtruction; 

' nay, ſuppoſe, all the World ſhould combine to- 
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* gether to draw me, as it were with Magical In- 
'C antments out of this delectable Arbour of Peace, 
1 would reject their alluring Invitations with a. 
Smile; for no leſs than a ſedate ſolitary Life] 
here on Earth, and an Eternity of Bliſsful Reſt in 
; * Heaven, ſhall ſerve my turn. Let the giddy-brain' 
ungovernableMultitude ſcramble for a little World. 
_ ly Pelf, and ſhare the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſ 
* amongſt their own unruly Tribes, III ne er dif: 
pute tor any part of it, or repine at their imagi. 
nary good Fortune. Let Men of tow' ring Spirits 
* vindicate their temporary Honour in every pun- 


Cilio, I ſhall look upon my ſelf as ſufficiently Wl 7 
* Dignify' d, if I can but continue in Favour with 2 
* the Eternal King of Heaven: Let covetous Extor- n 


, . tioners heap upa Maſs of brittle Droſs and main- 
* tain their 1l|-gotten Eſtates by Fraud and Oppreſ- « 

* fion, I (hall think I have made a good Bargain, x 
if I can but ſecure my own lawful Inheritance, Mt 
which! is no more than what the Soveraign Lord þ 
_ of the Univerle allots to every contented Chriſti J 
an that daily depends upon the Wife Diſpenſati- N c 
8 of his Divine Providence; and as for all my t 

Superfluities, I have laid them up in the Treaſu- 

' ry of the Upper Regions; where Moth doth not « 
corrupt, nor Thieves break through and Steal ;, ex- 
- pettin g a conſiderable Increaſe, when Time ſhall 
be no more. 
The Marqueſs of Deceit perceiving he could not 
prevail, departed with regret, and gave place to 


the Counteſs of Pride, who came up dreſs d to the 
beſt advantage in all her gaudy Attire, to demand 
the reaſon, Ow hy I had chang'd my fine Apparel 
for ſo plain a Garb, becoming all of a ſudden fo 
: humble! in Spirit, e was not long ſince of ſo 
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haughty a Diſpoſition ? Come (aid be) along 
with me, and I'll (trip thee of this formal Dreſs; 
« and adorn thee with ſpreading Plumes of Pride: 
Let me perſwade thee to lay aſide this familiar 
Carriage towards thy Inferiours, and to ſet off 
thy noble Mind with a Majeſtick Loox. 

The ſubſtance of my Reply was, That my for- 
mer Miſdemeanours in the Days of Ignorance; 
ought not to be expos'd and brought as a Motive 
to induce me to continue in the ſame notorious 
Follies; ſince Experience had refin d my Under- 
ſtanding and purify d my Morals. I allo inſiſted, 
That Pride ſeem'd to become a brute Beaſt, but was 
altogether unſeemly and odious in a Chriſtian ; for 
nothing diſplays a Man's Folly more, than an idle 
conceit of his own Worth : And indeed, when- 
ever we vain-gloriouſly vaunt or Lord it over our 
Fellow-creatures, we do but imitate a filly Child 


that is mightily pleas'd with a gaudy Feather 1n 


his Cap, and thinks he can do much greater Feats 
in maſtering his Play-icllow, than it he were ſtript 
of his Finery, or appear'd in as mean a Garb as 
the poor Boy with whom he's contending. * -.. 
Now Madam ( ſaid 1) tis not your black 
* Plague-ſpots of Damnation, nor the Paint laid ſo 
* thick on your freckl'd Face, which fitly repre- 
ſents the Flames of a wounded Conſcience; with 
your Gold- chain, Necklace of Pearl, rich Pen- 
* dants, Breaſt jewels, Locket of Diamonds, Brace» 
lets, Gold- watch and other gay Trinkets that ſhall 
* any longer dazzle my Eyes, or inchant my Senſes, 
ſo as to make me your future Companion. On 
the contrary, III adorn my Mind with that ex- 
* cellent Grace of Humility, and clothe my Body 
in decent Apparel; ſo ſhall I become a meet Al- 
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ſociate for the lowly in Spirit; for pride of Heart 
* is the very Eſſence of the Devil, and gorgeouſ. 
* neſs of Veſture, as it were his outward Garh, 
* with which he ſometimes counterfeits the Luſtre 
of an Angel of Light. Then whoever may take 
pleaſure in being puff d up with Pride and Arro: 
* gance, talking big and caſting a ſcornful Glance 
"on other Veſſels made in the ſame mould with 
* themſelves ;- FI inceſſantly put up my Petitions 
to Heaven for an even Temper equal to that of 
the Patriarch Job, and learn of the Lord Jeſus to 
* be meek and lowly in my Demeanour towards all 
* my Fellow creatures. 

For what Excellency is there in me more than 
in another Perſon; am not I made in the ſame 
©likeneſs, and muſt not I lye down on the ſame 
© Level at laſt with all the reſt of Mankind? Are 
my Qualifications more ſublime that thoſe of my 
* Brethren, or am I carv'd but in a finer ſhape by 
© the curious Hand of the Almighty ? So much the 
more ought I to humble my ſelf, and lcok up to 
'the indulgent Father of Mercics, from whom every 
© good and perfect Gift proceeds ; as well knowing, 
* That if I be conceited of my ſelf, or puff d up on 
account of any natural Indowments, ſuch a vain 
Preſumption will ſoon over-ſhadow and eclipſe all 


my real Worth: Therefore I'll never entertain 


an over - fond Opinion of my own imperfect Abi- 
lities, but learn to conceal my refin d Speculati- 
ons, under the Vail of a modeſt Bluſh; taking more 


delight in hearing my Neighbour well ſpoken of, 


than in ſeeing my ſelf applauded. Then let extra- 
* vagant Fops endeavour to make ſcme Figure in 
* the Werld, by trimming up a moultering Carcaſs 
A 2 with 


14571 
vith ſumptuous Apparel, I ſhall think my Garb 
ſufficiently genteel, if I can but cover the Naked- 
« neſs of my firſt Parents, and defend my frail Bo- 
dy againſt the cold Blaſts of the W inter-ſtorms ; 
for what advantage is the outward Ornament of 
© 2 few gay Peacock-teathers, which only increaſes 
the Arrogance of the Perſon that wears them, and 
© attrats the Eyes of the Envious, to look how 
they are ſtuck on; who are uſually apt to cavil 
* at every Mode of Dreſſing, and even at the mif> 
placing but of a ſingle Lock of Hair. | 
Therefore, whoever may think fit to ſpend 
* ſeveral Hours in a Day, in beautifyiug an ill- fa- 
vour d Face, or ſetting off an indifferent Shape, 
by looking into the Glaſs of Pride; I ſhall think 
my Time well beſtow d, if I can but trim my Soul 
* with the Ornaments of Divine Grace, and make 
it amiable in the ſight of the Lord Jeſus,by look- 


ing up to Heaven, ith an Eye of Faith. Then 


avoid my preſence for ever O thou vain-glorious 
* Counteſs of Pride:tor I'm reſolv d to dwell in this 
* delightful Place, with the Family of the Meek, 
* where no ambitious Worldlings inhabit, nor 
© haughty inſulting Spirits diſturb the tranquillity 
of our peaceable Retirement. „ien 
At laſt this arrogant Lady perceiving all her Al- 
lurements to be of no force, went away by ſtealth 
in order to ſend the Earl of the two Theaters and 
Vice-chancellour of Satan's Univerſities, who ad- 
dreſsd himſelf to me in theſe Terms. My wor- 
thy and well beloved Friend, what ſtrange Fan- 
cy has lead thee hither to ſo diſmal a Solitude? 
* This is no proper Place of habitation for the fre- 
* quenters of my Houſes, eſpecially ſuch a generous 
* Sou] as thou art, who uſeſt to be my cen 
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Gueſt, at the Cloſe of every Evening. It is not 
the loſs of ſome part of the Yearly Revenues to 
* which thou haſt ſubſcrib d with ſo great Liberali- 
* ty, that cauſes me to be ſo much concern d, as the 
* abſence of thy noblePerſon,and that of thy ſingu- 
lar Companions ; for if I were deſerted by many 
* of the ſame Quality, my Trathck would altoge- 
ther ceaſe, and my Doors muſt be ſhut. There- 
© fore let me intreat thee of all Loves to return with 
me; for I have a new Play written by Job! Dyy- 
* den Eſq; that tamous Poet Laureat, juſt betore 
his Death, and all my Scenes are like wiſe new: 
So that I doubt not, but to have a full Houſe 
* throng'd with the chiefeſt of the Nobility, at 
* whole requeſt this Comedy is to be acted, and for 
© their better Entertainment, here are two Perſons 
lately come from Parzs, who will dance and ſing 
co admiration, between every Act; it being the 
laſt Night of their appearance on the ExgliſbStage. 
Whereupon I made the following Reply, Sir 
you may be pleas'd to take notice, That a quick 
* ſenſe of the malignant Nature of Sin was the 
© chief Motive that induc'd me to retire to this ſo- 
* litary Place; being conſcious of my Unchriſtian 
* reſorting to your lewd Theaters: Therefore the 
more Company I formerly us d to bring thither, 


ſo much the more I ought to refrain from thoſe 


| © Vanities, for the future; and as for your delu- 
ding Phantomes of a new Play and French Actors, 
ſuch plauſible Invitations ſhall never decoy me 
into the Snare: For I deſire to hear no more of 
8 © their Atheiſtical and Blaſphemons Diſcourſes, or 
* wanton Songs, which are apt toſtrike a dampon 
the Spirits even of the belt of Chriſtians : And in- 

deed,ſ have often oblerv'd how many of the 5 

a . C u 


« ful Servants of God, who took the liberty to ſee a 
play once or twice a Lear, have ſtrangely fal n away 
in the performancę of their reſpective Duties; not 
« being able to recover their former ſanctity of Life, 
«for ſome conſiderable time afterʒ which indiſpoſiti- 
« on was apparently occaſion d by vainthoughtathat 
« continually darted into their Minds, relating to 
« what they had ſeen or heard in thoſe licentious 
« Houſes. Tell me notGreatSir(/ard I)of theCrowds 
© of Nobility and Gentry that are to be Spectators 
of your Pompous Shews and new Scenesʒit grieves 
me tothe very Heart, that any Perſons of a no- 
© ble Deſcent,ſhould act ſo contrary to knownPrin- 
« ciples, and debaſe themſelves ſo far. as to ſet forta 
ſuch ill Preſidents in a Chriſtian Nation. 

If I could by any means beprevail'd upon, to re- 
urn with you, it ſhould be to let thoſe Perſons of 
Honour know, ho miſ· becoming it is to their high 
— 4 5 . . 

«Birth andCharacter to incourage and maintain ſuch 
© If ca lewdPackof flaſhy ill-contriv'd Sophiſters, who | 
b would fainPaſs for the greateſt Wits of the Age, but 
i © are altogether void of true Wiſdom as not being ca- 

* pable to hold aDiſputation with a Man of a ſound 
Judgment: For it may be obſerv'd by any Judi- 


* 
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. cious Perſon, That when theſe pretended Solo- 
; © mons are engag d in a Solid Argumentation, and 
fad themſelves put to a Non. plus, they immedi- 
- ately have recourſe to pitiful Shifts and Evaſi- 
| ons; endeavouring to buffoon a ſincere Chriſti- 
5 * an out of his excellent Reaſonings, by a few airy 


£ *Repartees and wild Notions, which their Poets 
have beat into their addle Brains as a Rod of Cor- 
rection does the A B C into the ſhallow Intel- 
* lets of a dull-pated Young Boy, who can ſay no 
more than what he learns by Rote: On the other 
1 (33. 1 py | . hand, 


hand, the diſcrete Children of God cannot be baf. 
* fled, or eaſily impos d upon, but ſoon expoſe their 
© Adverſary's egregious Folly to Scorn and Deri- 
ion; for who can have greater advantages, than 
* thoſe that are inrich d with the Wiſdom which comes 


* from above, and experimentally know the diffe- 


* rence between Good and Evil, between Vertue 
*and Vice; between Things that are honeſt, lauda- 
le, lovely, and of good report, and thoſe that are 
& © ſordid, vile, deteſtable and infamous? Whereas 
wicked Miſcreants are skill'd in nothing but the 
& © Black Art of Hell, with a tincture of blind Philo- 
ſophy; ſo that true Prudence is to be found in 
none but in the genuine Sons of the All- wiſe God 


and Heirs of Salvation. 


Then let the nice Criticks of this degenerate Age 
frequent the two Theaters with a deſign to im- 
prove their Knowledge and to refine their Lan- 
W guage; I] make it my requeſt to Heaven to divert 
my chaſte Ears from hearing ſuch frothy undige- 

ſted Diſcourſes, that ſavour of nothing but Vani- 
ty, and ſerve only to fill the Mind with wanton 
Thoughts deſtructive of all Serious and Solid Me- 
ditations, which are the peculiar Ornaments of a 
devout Soul. I ſhall conclude my ſelf to be far 
more Wiſe and Eloquent than all the Actors on a 
W pompous Stage; if I can but practiſe the Divine 
Laus, and imitate the graciousExpreſſions of the Son 
of God: Then I ſhall have all the good Qualities 
that are requiſite for thoſe that appear in the pre- 
& ſence of mighty Potentates and be indu'd with 
W Wiſdom, ſufficient to confute the Aged in their 
Folly. Therefore whoever may ſpend the ſmall 


Stream of Life in gazing on vain Shews, and draw 


a4 dark Vail over their Sublime Speculations,by be- 
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holding unſeemly Plays; I ſhall think I act a pru- 
dent part, if I can but in the cloſe of every Eve- 
ning examine the State of my Soul, and call to mind 
the particular Actions of a paſs d Day, in order to 
diſcover, wherein I have miſrepreſented my ſelf to 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt: Then I may lay my ſelf 
down with Peace and Safety in this delightful Bo- 
wer of reſt, and never dream of vain Tragedies, 
Comedies or Farces acted by his Diabolical Ma- 
jeſty's Servants, newly come from the Infernal 
Regions, gaudily dreſs d in the Habit of the Dam- 
ned, and blaſphemouſly belching out the Venom 
of their Atheiſtical Harangues againſt the Sove- 
raign Creatour of the Univerſe and his All-wife 
Providence : But I'll awake betimes in the Morn- 
ing of every Day, with a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence, and break out into fome ſuch epaculatory 
Form of Thankſgiving as this 
Magnify the Lord O my Soul, and bleſs his boty 


- Name far eder, in regard that thou art wean d from 


the ſurfeiting Pleaſures of Vice, and withdraw frivme 
the Academy of Profaneneſs,where Sin is ſtrangely diſ- 
play d in all its deluding Scenes. Then what reaſon 
have I to look with diſdain on thoſe Nurſeries af Irre- 
ligion and thank kind Heaven for conveying my Soul 
into ſo lovely a Solitude; where I may divert my ſelf 
with variety of charming yawn! Recreations, parti- 
cularly in obſerving the ſpeedy flight of the winged 
„. 5 the > Pat's ng their Br Tunes atoft, 
and ſend down their melodious Voices to this\ſhady \ 
Grove, which ecchoes with the early Peals of "theit 
Morning-hyums! O my God, theſe are ſweet Notes 
ordain'd for the entertainment of Pious Souls; har- 
monious Strains, that ſerve to raiſe their ſublime Des 
fires above the ſhining Hy, and to fix their beſt 2 
ons on thee their chiefeſt Good. Depart 
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. Depart far from me ye diſſolute SpeQators, that 
take delight in ſeeing Vice ſet forth in all its gaudy 
; alluring Dreſſes by the audacious Servants of Ly. 
cifer, who are more vile and profane in their Pra- 
ctices, than the ancient Heathen Stage-players, 
that never heard of a Crucify d Saviour; for they 
were ſo modeſt as to retire behind the Scenes when- 
ever they had any unſcemly part ro Act, not da- 
ring to ſhew any ill Preſidents on the Publick Stage, 
leſt they ſhould offend their Gods and diſturb the 
peace of their own Minds : But as for themodern 
Actors in our degenerate Age, their Demeanour is 
ſo notorioutly Scandalous, as to have no regard to 
the All-ſeeing Eye and quick Ear of Heaven, which 
ſees and hears their vain Drolleries, mimical Ge- 
ſtures, blaſphemous and obſcene Diſcourſes, hor- 
rible Oaths and Execrations, and other ſubtil Arti- 
fices us d by them in order to diſcountenance Ver- 
tue, applaud Vice, and cry down Seriouſneſs; at the 
ſame time openly reflecting on Religion and the Pa- 
ſtours of the Church, ſetting out Debauchery to 
the beſt advantage, declaiming againſt Marriage, 
making a mock of Natural Infirmities, ſcoffing at 
Old.age, and committing many other outragious 
Acts of Extravagance too tedious to be here recited, 
but they muſt:appear ere long, betore the dreadful 
Tribunal of the moſt High, and be call'd to a ſtrict 
Account forall theſe vile Abominations. Sleep on 
then, ye (lumbering Sinners, and continue in the 


deadly Lethargy of your enormous Crimes; for 
my part I would not commit ſuch egregious Folly 
co gain ten Thouſand Worlds. 

The vain-glorious Earl of the two Theaters hav- 
ing heard my Reſolves went away in a Fume, and 
diſpatch'd the Lady Air, to make the laſt Attack 
Hr | N on 
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on the Fort of my Integrity; who told me She 
« admir'd, That none of all theſe Perſons of Ho- 
nour could prevail with me to return to my former 
« delighttn] courſe of Life. Come (ſaid ſhe) let 
me perſwade you to go back; for [ take much 
« pleaſure in refreſhing my ſelf in the pure Air of 
; Hide-Park every Sunday in the Afternoon,where 
© I'll ſhew you the neweſt Faſhions of the Britiſh 
* Court, with the fineſt French A-la-mode Dreſſes 
and who becomes them beſt. Here] interrupted 
the malapert Lady, and bid her be gone forthwith: 
For ſhe acted fo contrary to the dictates of Reaſon 

and Modeſty, that if J had neer ſo great a mind to 

return to the Ccurts of Folly ; nevertheleſs I would 
not aſſociate my ſelf with Perſons ſo deſperately 
wicked; fince they had Time enough at their diſ- 
poſal every Day of the Week; and thus licentiouſ- 
ly to profane the Sabbath, was an hainous Crime 
of the deepeſt Guilt, for which no tolerable Ex- 


* cuſe could ever be made; beſides it was a very un- 


ſeemly Practice, for thoſe to be gazing amidſt the 
Crowd of idle Spectators , whom it behoves ra- 
ther to be at their Evening-Devotions, than ſuch 
unſeaſonable Diverſions upon ſo ſolemn a Day. 
Whereupon the Lady Air perceiving her weak 
Arguments and Attempts to be altogether ineffe- 
Ctual, ſhe departed in great diſcontent, with all the 
eſt of the deluding Train, towards the Ancient Ci- 
ty of Senſual Delights, leaving me alone to con- * 
template on the infinite Goodneſs of my God; in- 
ſomuch that Lin continently broke out into joy- 
ful Exclamaticns and made the following ſe- 
rious Reflections: O my Soul, bleſs the Lord, fr 
all his "ſingular Mercies end tranſcendent Fa- 


vours, more eſpecially upon this occaſeon, that thy E- 
nenriès 


= thor muſt have lain bound for an infinite number of 


 trembles, when I think on thoſe unſufferable Delays, 
aud what imminent Dangers I have ſo often expos'd 
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nemies are driven back, and ſhamefully put to fought. ] 
What a dull Bargain ſhould I have had ont, if Thad | * 
tamely yielded to; the Diabolical Suggeſtions of thoſe | * 
lewd Tempters, and had return with them to the 
Place from whence I came ! How cruel ſhould I hate ! 
been to thee O my precious Soul whoſe Salvation I value  * 
infinitely aboue all the gains of a ſinful State!O my Soul, * 
no leſs than the Favour of the Almighty ſhall ſerve thy J 
( 
( 
| 
] 
} 


turn; thou art too rich a Pearl to be exchang d for 
4 Pebble, or to be barter d away for a few empty Sound; 
or pleaſing Dreams, that have nothing in them but 
vexation of Spirit and anguiſh of Heart. Nothing 
grieves me ſo much as when [I reflect, That I have for- 
merly made ſuch a groſs Miſtake, in ſetting no higher 
a value on ſo ineſtimable a Jewel than the frivolows 
= Toys of a vain World : How often have I laid thee at 
ade to gratih a filthy Luſt, a roving Deſire, or an 
= zdle Fancy, which might have proud thy Eternal 
Ruin, if the Arms of God's Infinite Mercy had not 
been extended towards thee, and if thy Bleſſed Savi- i 

our had not made a powerful Interceſſion in thy Fa- 

vour, at the Throne of Grace. 5 

O my Soul, how fooliſh have I been in ſpending near 
= forty Tears of a ſhort Life, without founding thine E- 
verlaſting Peace on the ſure Rock of Ages! In the 
meanwhile, if the Harbingers of Death had ſummon d 
| we to the Grave, and ] had left thee ſurrounded with 
= the guilt of Sin, how unactountable would my Folly 
= have appear d in the ſeght of the Heavenly Hoſt ! Then 


L | Aves with Everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs, upon ac- 
count of my own wilful Obſtinacy ; jo that my Fleſh 


W thee to, for a moment's Pleaſure in @ vicious Connye : 
FE | However, 


; 4 2 5 
However, I am now thoroughly ſenſible of my Erroyr, 
and take a firmReſolution to offend no more, but to make 
it the whole Buſineſs of my Life to conduct thee ſafe thr 
the winding Labyrinth of Worldly Troubles and Tem- 
ptations ʒ Troking on every thing here below as of no 
value in compariſon of thee my incomparable Treaſure; 
whoſe Eternal Welfare 1 tender as my Life, and pre- 
fer far before the fawning Careſſes of Vice : For were 
Ito be allur'd with all the Policy of Achitophel, the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, the Beauty of Bathſheba, the 
Ornaments of Jezabel, the Strength of Sampſon, the 
Conqueſts of Alexander the Great, the Magmificence of 
Louis le Grand, and all the glittering Crowns on 
Earth; it would be my delight to rejet all theſe ſpeci- 
ous Propoſals with Scorn and Indignatiqn ; not think- 
ing fit to endanger thy Happineſs, my beloved Soul, 
for ſo vain a ſet of Trifles, which does not deſerve to 
be regarded by the Generous and Wife. 77 

But farther, O my Soul, I'm reſolvd to be thy 


. Guard. in every Condition and Circumſtance of Life : 


For if thou wert Naked, I would cloath thee with the 
Mantle of Faith; if Hungry, I would feed thee with 
Hope of a ſpeedy Supply; if Thirſty, I would convey 
hee to the Well-ſprines of Life ; if Sick and in Pri- 
on, I would viſit thee with the conſolatory Aſſiſtance 
of unfeigned Charity, which is the bond of Perfe- 
ion; if thou wert allen into Deſpair, I would ad- 
miniſter the Divine Favonr in a moſt comfortable man- 
ner 5 if ſurroundedby a Troop of Devils and In- 
fernal Fiends, I would clear the way and reſcue thee 
from their unmerciful Hands, with the compleat Ar- 
mour of God. Whoever may deſert ſo dear a Friend, 
byrunning bead long into the Broad Way of Vice that 
lead to Deſtruction, I'll keep cloſe to thee my inſepa- 
rable Companion, following the narrow Path of Righ- 

- & - teoubneſs, 
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teonſneſs, which will bring thee ſtraight to Everlaſt. 
ing Glory : For Thad much rather attend thee in thi; 
Solitude, free fromthe noiſe of Senſual Pleaſures, than 
ro betray thee into the treacherows Arms of Worldl, 
Grandeur. . wu 
WhilſtI was thus Reaſoning with my own Soul, 
the tinkling Bells began to ring the firſt Peel to 
Morning-Prayers, which melodious Sound ſo ex- 
tremely reviv'd my drooping Spirits, and fill'd my 
Heart with Joy, that I ran to the Chappel as if! 
were poſting for a Crown; where I no ſooner xt. 
ter d, but all the Servants of the Moſt High there 
met together, ſolemnly return d Him the Tribute 
of humble Thanks and Praiſe; upon accotint 
that I had ſo valiantly overcome the Train of de- 
luding Sinners; and gave Orders for the Recording 
of all the particular Circumſtances of our Inter- 
courſe, in the Regiſter of the Righteous, among 
other Heroick Examples that were thought wor- 
thy to be tranſmitted to future Ages. Then we 
call d upon the Name of the Lord in the ſolemn 
Prayers of the Church, and ſung a Pſalm of Joy 
and Thankſgiving. Afterwards the Morning: Ser. 
vice being over, we reviv d the Spirits of languiſh- 
ing Nature, with a moderate Meal, and every one 
betook himſelf to his particular Imploy, or to 
ſome lawful Recreation. In the mean while, ſeve- 
rab of the chief Members of the Society, deſit d 
me to take a walk in the Gardens; which motion 
was no ſooner made, but I readily agreed to it, 
and was conducted into a much finer Garden, than 
that which adjoyn'd to my Apartments, and of 
which I have already given a Deſcription ? Inſo- 
much that this curious Sight fill'd me with Admit- 


ration, and caus'd me to cry out in a tranſport of 
| | Paſſion, 


1 e 
paſſion, hat do I now be hold, are there more Gar- 
dent than one? Te, Sir, (repl'd they) there are four 
in number, with as many Qrchards and Groves be- 
longing to them, beſides a delicate Park and a Vine- 
gard full of flouriſhing Vines : But this is call'd The 
Garden of Delights 3; it being a great deal more no- 
to Me and pleaſant than any of the reſt. a 
x- Theſe Worthy Gentlemen having led me in 
ny vith the greateſt Civility imaginable, they left me 
f1 Malone to Contetnplate the admirable Works of Pro- 
U. Evidence, and to obſerve the great variety of Plants 
re and Flowers that were growing within the com- 
ite N paſs of its ſpacious Walls; where I ſoon broke out 
nt Minto the following pathetick Expreſhons : I . 
le- not whether I am in the Body, or rapt up into the Orbs 
ng ode, where ſtreams of refin'd Pleaſures are continu- 
er- ly flowing; for the Air is pure and ſerene, and the 
ng reſplendent Globe of the Sun is free from thick ning 
p- clouds, ſo that the benign infltence of its bright Rays 
we WW irengthens the talk, of every fragrant Flower, which 
nn Nit forth ſuch ſweet Perfume r, as axe ſufficient to ro- 
oy vive 4 fainting Soul, and to charm a wandering Mind 
er- Nino the Regions of Seraphick. Bliſs : So that theſe fine 
ſh- N Beds of different ſorts of Vegetables with their aroma- 
ne Nil Smells may well be thought to be too lovely a Bower 
to r the reſidence of a Mortal Being. If this is to be my 
ve- YN irtertainment as long as Breath continues in my frail 
rd Bod, how happy was that Day to me, when I retir'd 
on Either ! ſince here are more innocent Delights to be 
it, I 2joy'd in one fingle Hour, than ever I found in the 
an voi and tumultuous City, from whenee I came, du- 
of Ping the whole Term of an irregular Life. 8 
ſo- 1s this the ſlaviſb Drudgery of the Religious, as Sen- 
mi- / Libertines are pleas d to ſiyle it? For my part, I 
of ¶liſcern ſuch a vaſt difference between a retired Conn- 
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try-life, diverted with 4 ſeled Company of Righteows 
2 and a vicious courſe of Living, le jo 4 po- 
pulous City or Country- Tomn, with a numerous Crowd 
of diſſolute Wretches ʒ that I would not relinquiſh my 
right of converſing with the former, to gain Tiida 
of Gold and Silver For what would it avail me to 
be poſſeſsd of a great Eſtate in a hurry of infamous 
Pleaſures, diſtracted with à multitude of contrary 
Vices; when I may be ten thouſand times happier for 
fo ſmall a Sum as one hundred Pounds per Annum in 
this Houſe of Love ? Therefore I have no regard to 
the ſeandalons Reproaches that may be put upon m 
and the People of God, for leading a good Life in 
remote Solitude; ſo long as J enjoy the peace of my own 
Mind, in a perfect freedom from all thoſe Evils which 
make the ſtate of Humane Affairs fo unhappy; as may be 
obſery'd by daily Experience in the Tents of Sinners. 
Then what advantage would it be to me, ſuppoſing | 
had all the Treaſures that Iye bury d in the Boſom of the 
unfathomable Ocean, and all the Flatteries of a Crownd 
Head, with ſo many loud nnd if I have 1.5 
real ſatisfation within my own Breaſt : For what is 
Man but his inward Sentiments and Reflections? & 
that if my Thoughts are harraſs'd and perplex'd I an 
miſerable; on the contrary, if they are free and peace- 

able, my Condition is as happy as it can well be. 
I appeal to the Conſcience of any Senſual Per- 
© ſon whatever, that runs from one courſe of Sin 
to another, let him but ingenuoutly tell me, Whe 
© ther his Spirits be not ever and anon reſtleſs, di 
ſturbing the tranquillity of his Mind with man 
© unaccountable Fears and Jealouſfies? Then why 
ſhould I be cenſur'd for dwelling in this delecta 
ble Seat, where my Soul is poſleſs'd of an un 
ſpeakable Peace, in beholding the went 
Orks 
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Works of the Almighty diſplay d in all their 
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© tranſcendent Glory ? 
Now my Mind is at eaſe. but when I liv'd in 
the Courts of Sin it was continually tormented | 
by the outragiouſneſs of its own Guilt; now my 
Thoughts are happily diverted with Divine Me- 
ditations, but then they were quite diſtracted with 
various Scenes of Diſappointments ; now my 
© Paſſions are becalm'd, but then they were rufM'd 
into uneven WLuaes and boiſterous Fluctuations z 
now my Notions of a Deity are clear and diſtinct, 
but then they were confus d and obſcur'd with 
numerous Clouds of Deſpair; now my Body is 
© ſound and healthful, but then it was diſeas'dand 
crazy ; now my Countenance is grave and cheer» 
ful, but then 'twas ſow'r and dogged ; now my 
* Demeanour is free and courteous, which was he- 
fore reſerv'd and confident; now my Diſcourſes 
run ina ſmooth Chriſtian Style, but then I talk d 
* idly-in a vain Language. Now I am induc'd to 
believe the Being of a God, by viewing his ſtu- 
* pendious Works; whereas before I call'd it 
into queſtion, by adhering to Atheiſtical Princi- 
* ples ; now I obſerve the Laws of Heaven with 
attentive heed, but then I (lighted the Commands 
of the Moſt High with a careleſs Heart; now I 
* thankfully receive my daily Food with a Bleſſing, 
but then I riotouſly devour'd it with a Curſe; 
now I quench my Thirſt with a few refreſhing 
Draughts, but then I drown'd Nature with full 
* Bowls of heady Wine; naw l am cloth'd with 
decent Apparel, but then dreſs d in a Fool's Coat; 
tis now the delight of my Eyes to look up to 
* the higheſt Heavens, which were then taken up 
in beholding a varniſh'd Face. 
Hh 3 


© Upon 


r 
upon the whole, what a good Bargain have 
ilmet with in exchanging a Life of Sin and Miſery | 

for one of Vertue and Peace! Then whoever may 
be ſo profane as to delay true Repentante to the 
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* laſt, making a ſcoff at a pions courſe of Living, 
* and alledging, That the Divine Injunctions are 
* grievous; for my part, if there were no Crown 
*of Glory to reward the Righteous, nor Pains to 
* afi& the Wicked in the other World; yet Ho. 
* lineſs of Life, and a ſolitary Retirement ſhould 


be my choice here on Earth: But foraſmuch as! 


am aſſur'd, There is a Supreme God and a Fu- 
ture State, I'll patiently abide here till Death, 
*and then lay my ſelf down in this Garden of 
* Duſt; where I ſhall ſpring up to a more glorious 
Reſurrection than any of theſe curious Flowers. 
For why ſhould I be ſo faithleſs as to doubt of 
© the raiſing up of this corruptible Body of mine, 
* at the laſt great Day of Jubilee, ſince I am ſenſi 
© ble, That a frail Man after having calcin'd one 
© of theſe blooming Vegetables in a Chymical Fur- 
© nace, can make the Aſhes of it ſpring up in a 
© Glaſs and look as freſh and green as ever; which 
Experiment was actually perform d by Theophra- 
* tus Paracelſus, Joan. Baptiſta Van Hel mont and 
© other famous Secretaries of Nature. 
Hence it plainly appears, There is a latent Pow- 
er to be extracted out of every Thing that God 
© has Created, and more eſpecially out of the Duſt 
* of Humane Bodies, which He determines to raiſe 
© up : an Immortal State ont of their own ſcat- 


© ter'd Aſhes : A Work that can only be accom- 


* pliſh'd by his Almighty Hand, altho the former 
of the two ave Chymiſts but now mention d, 
was fo preſumptuors as to boaſt of his Ability to 

RR 
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do the like; but alaſs! he came ſo far ſhort of com- 
« paſſing his propos d Deſign, that he himſelf fell 
an inglorious Victim to Death in the flower of 
his Age. Thus poor Mortals may fitly repreſent 
their own Reſurrection, by that of a Plant, but 
© whenever they pretend to create a Man, or to 
© raiſe him up again out of his own Duſt, the Al- 
mighty Power is ready to quaſh their aſpiring 
« Vanity, ſo that the heat of all their blaſphemous 
* Rhodmontado's is ſuddenly allay d, and ends in 
the ſtench of Corruption. | 
* Theſe affecting Conſiderations, one would 
think (ſufficient to reduce a rebellious Soul to Rea- 
ſon, and to change the Surmiſes of an Atheiſt tho 
never ſo daring, into the firm Belief of a Sove- 
' raign Deity. O my God, let theſe Divine Contem- 
plations ingraft inio wy Mind the ſure hopes of the 
joyful ReſurreFion of my frail Body to Eternal Life ; 
ſo that whenever I leave this ſolitary State, ay Soul 
may take its ſpeedy flight to the Garden of the New 
Jeruſalem, 1he ſpacious Walks of which are pav d with 
orient Pearls, and ſeveral ſorts of precious Stones, 
ſurrounded with blooming Flowers and ſhady Trees of 
Life, whoſe tender Budds ſhoot out every Month, and 
ſend forth their increaſe twelve times a Tear, the 
Leaves being of a Soveraien Virtue to heal the Di- 
ſtempers of the Nations. If thy amazing Works of 
Providence are ſo lovely here on Earth, how Seraphick 
will they appear, when I come to havea more imwmedi- 
ate view of them in the Upper Regions of Bliſs-1 Ju- 
deed here I ſolace my ſelf for a time in a Garden of 
freſh Delights, free from the allurements of Sin; but 
there I ſhall Eternally Reign with Thee in the Celeſti- 
al Paradiſe, where the Day will never cloſe to Night, 
or the illuſtrious Spring of 9175 fade away by length 
Hh 4 | 0 
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= of ine, or any intervening Caſualty. What could ] ſaffer 
Obedience to thy Heavenly Will, O myGod who haſt 
= /o lovingly brought me home to thy ſclf! Here I enjoy 
polid peace of Mind, and a Conſcience free from blame, 
with the amiable Converſation of the Faithful, whoſe 
_ Perſon; ae affable, modeſt; meek, and patient, libe- 
val, generous and obliging, and whoſe Rules of Life 
arc altogether agreeable to thy moſt Holy Laws. Here 
I profeſs a reſign d Will to thy Divine Providence, and 
= 4a crucifyd Love to a Licentious World, ſo that | 
live by the Faith of the Eternal Son of thy Boſom ; my 
= Portion being in the Houſe of the Righteous, and ha. 
ving my AﬀeGtions raisd up to thee my Soveraion 
Good : But that which proves my main Support, is the 
'' aſſured Hope I have of living in the brightneſs of thy 
Countenance, and under the ſhadow of thy Wings, in 
4 more conſummate State of Bliſs to Eternal Ages. 4 
Then whoever may impatiently long after thoſe © 
| © ſublunary groſs Delights, which make the Mind 
E *© looſe, vain and wand'ring, ſo as to be altogether |* 
E *© unfit for Heavenly Contemplations, I ſhall en- 
dcavour continually to feaſt my ſelf with a good 
= © Conſcience ; never preferring Carnal Pleaſures 


before Eterna] Reſt, or vain Thoughts before ſe- 
= *< rious Conſiderations, or Fleſh before the Spirit, 
or the Body before the Soul. Whoever may 
value a ſhort abode of Sin on Earth, above a 
Crown of! ite in Heaven, I ſhall look upon e- 
very thing here below as empty and vain, in 


W © compariſon of the tranſporting Streams of Joy 
that will overflow the Hearts of the Righteous 
WW < in contemplating the Divine Excellencies in the 

Celeſtial Manſions. I know there's nothing in a 
© fnful Courſe but Vanity and the preſent Worldly | 
= -1-joy ments only leave a Sting behind them; " 
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all the Jollity of Fools ends in a heavy. Heart» 
and their profuſe Laughter in a dying Groan. 
| am not ignorant, that every private Act of 
Vice is attended at laſt with a ſenſible Regret, di- 
ſtracting the Mind and driving it into the Field 
of Horrour, ſo as to draw diſmal Clouds of De- 
ſpair over the Soul, and extinguiſh the light of 
the Underſtanding. 15 

© Whoever may think fit to envy the Blooming 
of a Sinner, or repine at the Proſperity of the 
« Wicked z for my part, I bleſs my God, that I 
'W have thrown my ſelf into the Arms of a Morti- 
« fy'd Life, and bath'd my rankling Sores with the 
© Bloud of the Ever-blefled Jeſus; fo that Sin ſhall 
© never be able to inſnare my Integrity, by leading 
it into the crooked Paths of Errour. I'll uſe my 
© ntmoſt endeavours to baffle all the encroachin 
© Temptations of this lewd World, and never ſuf- 
fer my precious Soul to be taken captive by the 
Enemies of my Salvation; whom I will valiant- 
y encounter till Death, fo as to maintain my Poſt 
in the Field of Victory to the laſt Gaſp. I had 
much rather take pains in ſubduing the Youthfut 
Luſts of Concupiſcence and Intemperance, by Fa- 
« ting and ſerious Meditation, than run the ha- 
ard of loſing the Peace of my own Spirit, and 
of being my (elf utterly loſt for ever : For what 
© Charms are there in Sin, that can entice athink= | 
ing Man to Folly; or what Pleaſures are there in 
* a ſhort Life that are capable of decoying him in- 
to the Snares of Damnation? 7 | 
© Then who can call me unwiſe for taking the 
* moſt prudent Courſe in order to be Sav'd 2 Al- 
* thd it may be objected, 1 have done amiſs in re- 
' tiring from the World, upon a Suppoſition, 
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that I might have made my Peace with Hea. ll , 
ven, without leading ſuch an auſtere kind of. 
Life; nevertheleſs, who can ſay I have acted . 
* indiſcretely ; fince tis ten to one but I might ll . 
have miſcarry d by running down with the Stream 
of the Age, into the Gulph of Everlaſting Per- 
dition? Therefore, why ſhould I beblam'd for 
ſhunning a Crowd of Tempting Sinners; ſince our ; 
* dear Lord and Saviour, commands us in his o. 
* moſt excellent Form of Prayer to ſay, Lead u 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil; and 
* I have an Opportunity to live here free from all 
the allurements of Vice? Would you account If « 
my Conduct prudent in venturing to purchaſea « 
large Eſtate of a diſſolute Heir, who, it's five to 
* one, has mortgag d it in Trouble by his Extrava- 
_ * gant way of Living; when at the ſame time, I Il 
* may have a good Title made over to me by ano- 
* ther Perſon of known Sobriety and whoſe Fide- 
* lity is unſpatted in the World? The Caſe plain- 
Illy ſtands thus with me, in regard that I have ſe- 
F curid for my own Uſe an Everlaſting Inheritance 
* on the ſureſt grounds that any reaſonable Man 
can propoſe to himlelf. | 
* Whoever then may be ſo indiſcreet as to 
lay their Eternal Salvation at Stake, by living 
amidſt a promiſcuous Company of all ſorts of 
People, I have ſeen ſo much danger in converſ- 
ing wichthe World, that I fear I can't be fate, 
* whilſt a numerous flight of Birds of Prey are 
* continually hovering over my Head, as it were a 
dark Cloud, in order to get me into their rave- 
* nous Clutches, and an innumerable multitude of 
* Snares are laid round about, ready to inſhve my 
Soul in Vicious Courſes: But ſuppoſing my Con- 
| | ſtancy 
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* ſtancy were proof againſt the ſoft Imbrices of the 
« Wanton, and my reſolutions ſo averſe to Folly, 
that no Temptation could allure me to the be- 
traying of my Innocence; nevertheleſs the jar- 
ring noiſe of Sin would ring ſuch ungrateful 
« Peals in my Ears, as might ſtrangely interrupt 
that tranquillity of Mind which I now injoy. For 
hat Favourite of Heaven, can hear the Name of 
the Great God Jehovah openly blafphem d, and 
not tremble for Fear; eſpecially when he conſi- 
ders, how his kind Reproofs are ſcorn d and ſet 
* at nought by the daring Imps of Hell, who ſoon 
* appeal to the Prince of the Infernal Regions, by 
* an horrid Oath, That they are the Sons of the 
* Eſtabliſh'd Church, and that all ſuch buſy Re- 
* provers are a Neſt of diſſenting factious Hypo- 
© crites ? e eee 8 
* So that] judge it expedient to follow King 
* Solomon's Advice, that is to ſay, mot to anſwer 4 
Fool in his Folly nor rebuke an obſtinate felt-con- 
ceited Sinner, whom no Arguments can reclaim, 
nor Judgments affright, but let him ſpeedily run 
* down the Tide of Deſtruction, till he become 
{ ſenſible of his fatal Miſtake in the tempeſtuous 
* Sea of Deſpair, the inſulting Waves of which will 
* toſs him to and tro in an unfathomable Abyſs 
* of Miſery ; ſo that he'll be forc'd paſſionately to 
© cry out for an Harbour of reſt, but will ne er ar- 
rive to the ſecure Bay of Peace. Whoever may 
* affirm it to be their indiſpenſable Duty to live in 
* a Publick Place, on purpoſe to admoniſh the 
* Profane ; for my part, I have made a ſtrict in- 
* quiry into the Nature of Things, above theſe 
* thirty years, and find by fad Experience, That 
where one Sinner is brought home to God, by 
e Sage 
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< ſage Advice, five fall away. from their firſt Love 
to the Lord Jeſus, by converſing with the Wick. 
ed; ſo that it evidently appears beyond all con- 
_ © tradition, That a Retired Life and Pious Ex- 
amples attract a far greater number of Souls to 
the Faith of Chriſt than a Publick Station, at- 
* tended with Precepts that are never ſo excellent; 
for we uſnally ſet a higher value on any Perſon 
* that js prudently reſerv'd and of few Words, 
than upon one that is impertinently talkative, 
and uſes abundance of Circumlocutions. 

Thus by my eſtrangement from the World, [ 
* conceal many miſtakes of Life; but when I aſ- 
© ſociate my ſelf with much Company, the failings 
of Nature are ſoon detected, which too often 
draw a Vail over the beſt of my Actions, and 
caſt a blemiſh on my Reputation. For were l 
never ſo Circumſpect in my Demeanour and 
Converſe, yet I could not avoid diſcovering my 
Natural Imperfections, at one time or another 
ſo that I had rather be deſcry d by the piercing 
Eye of an All- ſeeing God in this ſolitary Retire- 
* ment, praiſing his moſt Holy Name, than to be 
*exposd to the View of all the World in the o- 
pen City of Vanity. Are not theſe unanſwerable 
© Reaſons ſufficient to cauſg a ſtiff-necked. Sinner 
© to be enamour'd with Religion, and make him 
* experimentally know the difference, between 
the Life of a mortify'd Chriſtian, who reſides in 
the Tents of the Juſt, and that of a licentious Li- 
£ bertine, who dwells amidſt a ſwarm of wretched 
« Miſcreants? Certainly there would ſoon appear 
« ſuch powerful Charms in a Vertuous Solitude, as 
: would for ever reſtrain a reaſonable Creature from 
« returning to the Courts of Folly, tho it were to 
gain ten thouſand Worlds. Then 
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© Then let me perſwade all that are deſirous to 
enjoy a long and happy Life, to fetch a few turns 
« with me in this Garden of Pleaſure,where Ill pre- 
« ſent to their view a fine Emblem of the joys a- 
« bove, by leading them round this lovely Thick- 
« et of Roſe-buſhes, whoſe Leaves are green and 
Flowers, of a noble red Tincture, ſending forth 
ſweet Perfumes, which are moſt grateful to the 
« Smell and ſoon revive the fainting Spirits. Come 
gather a budding Roſe or two, and then we'll 
« reſort to the numerous Tribes of Pinks that are 
© newly blown, and ſtand as it were in Battel-ar- 
© ray, with narrow Paths between every File. Ga- 
ther a few of theſe pretty Flowers, and let us 
turn to the blooming Beds of ſweet Carnations, 
the admirable variety of whoſe different Colours 
is ſo charming to the Eye, as filently to Invite 
you to pick a few to be intermix'd with a bunch 
* of fragrant Thyme, that grows in little Buſhes 


ſo pleaſing to the fight and delightful to the o- 


* ther Senſes. Then we'll ſtep to the Roſemary- 
* buſh, and take ſome {lips from its ſpreading 
Branches, whoſe Hue is treſh and green when 
the adjacent Fields are ſtrew'd with fleetin 
* Snow. | | 
From thence we'll go to the riſing Bank of 
* party-colour'd Tulips, the Leaves of which look 
* fine and gay; crop off a few of theſe magnificent 
Flowers, and behold the Finger of God, how 


* they are moſt artificially wrought with delicate 
* ſtreaks: Do but obſerve, how admirably they 
are diverlify'd and how their changeable Colours 
* are interwoven by a curious inviſible Hand; not 
* ſet in the Loom of Nature, but ſtruck with the 
* {wift ſhuttle of an over-ruling Providence,which 


is 


4 
is too ſine to be us d by the Art of a frail Man, 
* but caſily directed by che appointment of an Al- 
© wiſe Eternal Being, whoſe Omnipotence can ex- 
dert it ſelf farther in one of theſe fading Flowers, 
© thanyall the capricious Atheiſts in the World can 
contradict from the Cradle to the Grave. Now 
© let us ſet forward to fee the ſtately Sun- flower, 
how it diſcloſes it ſelf to the brighteſt Rays of 
that great Luminary of Heaven, which can't be 
* view d' by a Mortal Eye. when it ſhines in its 
© Meridian Luſtre: But this noble Flower can turn 
© its Face aloft, and look up to the glorious Orb 
of the Sun, without a Bluth or watery Eye, even 
* when it is priding it (elf in its higheſt Sphere: 
In a word, here you may fee the Lavender, the 
. * Clove and the Stock-gilliflowers, with variety 
of walled Fruits, beſides other Springing Plants 
and Roots too numerous to be recited before the 
| +4 Bells will chime me in, to my Noon-tide Devotions. 
In the mean while, look round about and ob- 
* ſerve, What the Almighty has done, in cauſing 
every moultefing Flower to riſe out of its bed of 
5 Duſt to ſo glorious a Reſurection, and believe O 
thou doubting Chriſtian, that he can and will 
* raiſe up thy vile Body at the laſt Day, when it 
« ſhall bloom and blow in an Eternal Spring of Life. 
Therefore hanker no longer after the Fleſh-pots 
« of Vice, but ſpend thy, fleeting Hours in this 
| «Garden of Delights, and then thy noble Soul 
| <« ſhall ſoar aloft, when Death comes to call thee 
z hence: Do but conſider a little, That there is no- 
© © thingto be expected in the By- paths of Lewdneſs 
| « that can counter-ballance the inward ſatisfaction 
| «© which continually ſprings up in the Minds of 
| © thoſe, that walk in the wajes of Nias. 

| Ihen 
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© Then make it no longer a matter of Diſpute. but 
« freely tell the World and the wicked Tribe, That 
you have no more to do with their painted Fa- 
« yours; being fully reſolv'd to ſpend the remain- 
ing quick minutes of every Day, in a Retired State, 
« where there is more ſolid Peace and Tranquility 
to be found, than in all the deceitful 'Flaſhes that 
« that ariſe from the noxious Damps of Sin. 

[ had no ſooner ended my Speech, but all the 
well-tun'd Bells began to ring a nem Peal; ſum- 
moning me to appear in the Houſe oſ God, to tell 
the Saints of the Lord, how I approv d of a Reli- 
gious Courſe and hat I thought of their Conver- 
ſation, as alſo of the various Delights that ariſe 
in beholding the curious Works of Nature. There 
| was ſoon raviſh'd into an ecſtaſy of Joy, and 
pronounced the Subſtance of the following Divine 
Meditations, with an audible Voice, and ſo much the 
rather, becauſe it was a Publick Day, when many 
of the Worldly Wiſe, came from all Parts, to 
hear what could be ſaid in praiſe of a ſolitary 
Life ; ſo that I ſuited my Diſcourſe according to the 
Solemnity, in hopes that more might be added by 
that means to the Number of thoſe that ſhall be ſa- 
ved, and ſpake to this effect. Oy: JO 

O Joytul Day to me when I retir'd out of the 
infectious Air of Sit, whole violent Blaſts would 
have hurry'd me into the Pit of Deſtruction, had 
not the gentle Bfeez of the Divine Spirit, 
' timely wafted me over to this happy ſhore of 
* Reſt, where I am now reſolv'd to fix the Anchor 
* of my hope; following the ſteps of Zeno an emi- 
nent Philoſopher of Citlium a Town of Cyprus and 
founder of the Stoick Scct who when he hid loſt 
* all his Goods in a Storm, retir'd to the ſtudy of 
| Fhi'oſophe, 


Philoſophy under the covert of his ſhort Cloał 
and lead an auſtere kind of Life; giving Thank 
to Heaven for his proſperous Mis fortune. Thus 
have loſtall my Worldly Intereſt, in procuring a 
* ſafe Retreat hither, and bleſs the Name of my 
God for ſuch a wonderful change. Oh happy 
© Hour, when Imade-Shipwrack of all that way 
© dear toFleſh and Bloud, and {ſwam over on the 
© Plank of Faith to this delectable Haven of Con- 
© tent; where I find my drooping Spirits wonder- 
fully reviv'd with your ſweet Converſe, moſt no- 
© ble Souls, who ſo happily conſtitute this Reli. 
* gious College! Therefore I would not return to 
the Place from whence I came, to gain Ten 
© thouſand Tun of Treaſure z for what are all my 
_ © former vainDe!1ghts;in compariſon of the tranſ- 
© porting Retreſhments I now enjoy, accompny d 
* with a continual evenneſs of Temper. 
So that all the Temptations in the World ſhall 
* be of no force to entice me out of this ſecure 
Port of Reſt; for what can be compar'd to a 
{ +quiet Spirit becalm'd in the ſilent ſtreams of true 
© Devotion ? I ſhall never think my ſelf Unfortu- 
nate, if I cannot purchaſe ſo great Affluenee as the 
* Darlings of a ſinful State have in their poſſeſſi- 
© on; or look upon my Caſe as deſperate, if I can't 
* graſp an Imperial Crown or an Earthly Scepter. 
My ſolid Thoughts are ſo far wean d from the 
© airy Phantomes of Vice, that I value no Man's 
Wealth. nor regard his Power; for what wall all 
* the moſt refin d Learning, Beauty, Worldly Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Secular Grandeur avail my Rational 
Soul, if I am not indu'd with Righteouſneſs and 
* enjoy a peaceable Mind. There is no reaſon to 
*ake the fineſt Feathers that belong to the nume- 
| * rus 
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rous winged Tribes, for the decking of that ſilly 
* Bird, which thinks her ſelf more beautiful than 


all the reſt of the warbling Inhabitants of the 


Air. What need have I to crave the gaiety of 
* the World, fince I think my ſelf ſufficiently a- 
* dorn'd for Heaven? 'Tis not with me now, as 
« when I walk'd in the Courts of Vanity, and fat 
© in the ſeat of the Scorner; priding my (elf in a 
© vain Humour and raiſing the Paſſion of Envy at 
© every gaudy Dreſs, or outward ſhew of Greatneſs. 

* How fooliſh was I in caſting an envious Look 
upon a pack of poor deluded Mortals, who were 
* ſtrutting it along like a Peacock with its ſpread- 
ing Plumes! How ugly did Envy make me ap- 
* pear to my ſelf and others! For my Face was de- 
* form'd and pale, my Speech faltering and harſh ; 
* my Voice clamorous and ſhrill ; my Eyes fright- 


ful and cruel ; my Gate ſhuffling and quick; and 


* all the poſtures of my Body unſeemly to others 


and uneaſy to my ſelf. But now I plainly per- 


* ceive, That this foul Vice 1s the very Canker of 
Nature, which is inceſſantly corroding and prey- | 
ing upon the Vital Spirits: It is a miſerable Sla- 
very to thoſe that feel it, and a ghaſtly Spectacle, 
© to thoſe that behold it; tis a ſlate of Life that 
is neither comfortable nor eaſy ; but ſprings up 
from the bitter Root of Folly and Indiſcretion. 
IT hben whoever may think fit to envy a little Pride 
* trick'd up in a gaudy Dreſs, and repine at their 
* Neighbour's good Fortune; I'm reſolv'd to abide 
in this fine Seat, free from all Femptations to 
* Vain-glory ; ſpending every Day in a delightful 
* ſearch into the Divine Laws and the Statutes of 
Heaven: Here I will alſo paſs the Summer: ſea- 
' fon in Contemplating the Stupendious Works of 
1 i 1 
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© the Almighty ; diligently obſetving, what Trees 
Plants or owers are dreſs d in the fineſt Col 
* and how the curious Feathers of many ſortꝭ d 
„Birds are gilt, with a lovely, Varniſh laid on by 


© the wonder. working Finger of . 
Let profane Worldlings be continually Im. 
mers d into Secular Affairs and ſet off with Arti. 
* ficial Ornaments; I ſhall think my ſelf fufficently 
happy, if I can, but comprehend the Things that 
are above and behold what the immenſe Power 
© of God can do, without any Humane Aſſiſtance. 
Let mean-ſpirited Muck-worms range up and 
© downthe Globe of the Earth. in purſuit of their 
* own extravagant.Fancies, and pleaſe themſelves 
with fading Trifles; I have determin'd to fi 
« down in this fruitful Field that is ſo ſumptuoul. 
© Iy dloth'd by an Inviſible Almighty Power; there 
'\ © to fix the Center of my Sight beyond the lofty 
'| * Sky, where Angels ſing aloud the Praiſes of their 
| © Soveraign Creatour z medirating on the Joys that 
are laid up. for me, againſt | come to take my 
leave of theſe lower Shades; when my Seraphick 
©Soul will mount up towards the higheſt Heavens; 
* where it will perfectly know what here it was not 
© able tounderſtand, and clearly diſcern what here 
it was not capable of perceiving. So that T11 fit 
and pray in this ſolitary Grove amidſt a Select 
Company of the Heits of the New Jeruſalem, till 
* the ſhrill Trumpet blows its laſt Alarm, or Death 
* hews me down as 4 ſtately Victim, and leaves 
* my Body in a mournful Tomb ; where after the 
Revolution of a few Years, [ſhall force my way 
© thro the frozen Cliffs of the Earth, and unbar 
© the ſtrong Gates of the Grave, to behold the 
* Supreme Judge ſeated on the Throne of Age 
vr * 128 
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and ready to diſtt ibuteEverlaſtingRewards to eve- 
„ry Man according to his Works done in the Fleſh, 

i *<© Theſe. weighty Conſiderations, one would 
y Ml © think might be ſufficiently efficacious to make a 


© drowſy Soul retire to ſome ſolitary Cave or Hut 
and there indure any kind of hardſhip rather than 
run the hazard of being undone for ever. Where 
eis that benighted Traveller in the dangerous 
Road of Vice, who can refuſe to enter this Re- 
er N ligious Houſe, where all Neceſſaries being pro- 
x, vided for him, he may enjoy a ſweet Communi- 
don with the People of God, and in the end of 
ir his Days receive a never - fading Crown of Glory? 
es But ſuppoſing, That ſome obſtinate Sinners may 
fit WM © ſtill run on headlong toRuin, in the crooked Paths 
H- of Errour, and trifle away their precious Time, 
re in gazing on filly Toys, which only fill their 
fy M& roving Minds with a multitude of diſtracting 
cir Thoughts; I'll be ſo Wiſe as to employ every 
nat Hour to ſo good a purpoſe, that if Death were 
ny to call me hence at a Minute's warning, I might 
ick embrace it with Comfort, and cry out as a cer- 
ns; tain worthy Perſon did: O Death, why wert thon 
10t ¶ 0 tedious in coming; what made thee lagg fo long be- 
ere WW bind? Come let us jon Hands and take a Walk thr 
[At N the dark Entry into an Eternity of Light and Glory: 
lect Come quickly, why doſt thou let me rove about in theſe 
lower Shades of Miſery, whereas if thou would ſt come 
ath N away, I might take a turn in the upper Plains of Eter- 
ves ¶ val Reſt For (continu d he) to abide here is Death; 
the bat to go with thee 15 Everlaſiing Life. 1 
vayfl O myGod, how are my moſt ſublime Thoughts ſwal- 
bar ld up in thinking of my latter End, and how am I 
the wean d from the World by meditating on that bleſſed. 
ity, Change, when all my Mortifications to Sin, will ætu- 
| 8 1i 2 ter 
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ter iv Eternal Life! O when will myDays draw to a cloſe, © 
end when ſhall I arrive at thyNobleManſron-bouſe? For 
what are all Sublunary Things here below in this Vale © 
of Miſery in compariſon of the Joys above in the Cele- 
ſtial Regions? Beauty is nothing but a fading Flower, 
and Money is a ſlippery ſort of Metal that ſoon glides 
ont of one Hand into another; ever and anon deſerting 
its rightful Maſter for an extravagant Stranger, that 
may throw it faſter away than the firſt Owner rałd it 
together, th6 to the loſs of his moſt precious Soul. What 
ii a maſſy Crown, but a Cap of Pride to pleaſe a 2 
Mortal, which 3 pull d off by Death to quiet a 
ortality? An Empire is nothing but 
a Scene of Troubles to him that Governs it, and gives 
an impatient Hope to thoſe that are to ſucceed therein, 
There is no dependence in a numerous Army, but an 
uncertain expedation of Victory, which 15 often fru- 
ſtrated by ſome cunning Stategem of a Poli > General, 
who is glad to uſe his Wits, to make amends for the 
former loſs of his harraſs'd Troops. Peace is but a pre- 
paration for a-new War, and a Deſire to be at quiet, 
ir often diſturb d by refileſs Spirits, who are ready to 
take the advantage of our ſlight Animoſeties. 

* Youth is vain and fooliſh, middle Age is proud 
and conceited, and Old Men are decrepit and mi- 
* ſerable. O happy he that allows himſelf timeand 
© leiſure to make his Peace with the Great God, 
*and ſign a Truce with Heaven; but more to be 
* admir'd are they, who are oblig d to live in the 
* midſt of Temptations, and yet can be in love with 
Religion to the laſt moment of Life: Again, 
* thrice bleſſed is he, that retires from the World, 
and ſpends his Days in a Country- ſeat, never con- 
* cerning himſelf with Secular Affairs, but always 
* ſtudying how to pleaſe the Three Perſons of = 
3 45 | mo 
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«moſt Glorious Trinity: But O unhappy ye that 
« will not | conſider the end of your Actions, nor 
« live agreeably to the Dictates of ſolid Reaſon ! 
Let me tell you, tho you may entertain never ſo 
good an Opinion of your own Worth and Ex- 


cellency; yet you ſhall ne'er ſee the Face of God 


in Mercy, unleſs you live as Pilgrims and Stran- 
gers here on Earth, abſtaining from fleſbly Lyſts 
© that war againſt the Soul; which empharical Words 
© of Holy Writ ſignify an entire mortification and 
© crucifixion of inordinate Affections and all ſorts 
© of Intemperance. Therefore be not deceiv'd by 
the looſe Guides of the Age, for nothing leſs 
than a'mortify'd State and a holy Converſation 
can bring true and ſolid Peace at the laſt. 

I hben let the giddy; headed Multitude ma ke a 
great buſtle and ſtir for the attainment of the 
© Riches; Honours and Pleaſures of this tranſitory 
World, and think they ſhall gain Heaven at laſt by 
running over a few flight Prayers and faint Wiſhes; 
for my part, I think I can't be ſafe, unleſs I make a 
© general Review of all my Graces, in order to lay 
a cloſe. Siege to the Celeſtial Fort, by a diligent 
Watch; renewing my Approaches to God every 
Morning, Noonand Night, with earneſt Suppli- 
cations, Sighs and Groans ſupported by Honds 
* of brackiſh Tears, as it were a Body of Reſerve, 
till L have made a couſiderable Breach in the Walls 
* of Glory, wide enough to enter in, when Death 
* ſhall lead me up to the general Aſſault upon Eter- 
nal Happineſs: Then I ſhall think my ſelf enduid 
* with-ſafficient'Courage, and conclude my ſhort 
* Life:to be well employ d in taking ſo Glorious» a 
City 31tho it were with the loſs of all that was 
moſt dear to me in the lower World. And in- 
= + i * deed, 
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* deed, without ſuch a fighting and contending 
for Victory to the laſt period of Life, no 
© Man ſhall be receiv'd into the Kingdom of the 
Lord Jeſus, or obtain the noble Prize of the High 
Calling of God. Where is that Perſon, who is ſo 
void of Senſe, as to imagine it to be but reaſo- 
nable, That the Lord of Life ſhould beſtow: a 
Crown of Glory on every pretended Chriftian, 
to wear in token of Victory over thoſe potent E- 
© nemies, the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, that 
never Struck a ſtroke in his Service, but lay ſhame. 
* fully basking himſelf in Luxury and Eaſe during 
© the whole Term of Life, much like a lazy Deſert- 
er in a Camp, who flies from his Colours in a 

time of the moſt imminent Danger? _ .- 
© Doubtleſs the Son of God will look upon all 
* ſuch diſſolute Vagabonds as his greateſt Enemies, 
and puniſh them as the worſt of Traytors; for it is 
not a bare Inrollment by Baptiſm, in the Service 
of the Captain of my Salvation, and calling my ſelf 
* a Member of ſach a particular Communion, that 
vill ſerve my turn, when Iam Summon d by Death 
to give an account of my Chriſtian Warfare. "Tis 
*<a-continu'd Series of Good Works that muſt place 
me in the Triumphal Chariot, and Crown me 
with a never-fading Diadem. Not but that I take 
it for a great Privilege to be Born of Chriſti- 
an Parents, and to be admitted at the Sacred Font 
imo the Pale of Chriſt's Univerſal Church; well 
knowing that Holy Sacrament to be the main Ba- 
et upon which my Salvation is built, but it muſt 
be accompany'd with Faith and Good Works; ſo 
as to enable me couragiouſly to clear my way thrb 
| ** the thickeſt Ranks of Temptations, chooſing. ta- 
ther to dye upon the Spot than tamely to yleld 
1 Ferre, / wo . its *to 


487 


« to Sin; eſpecially conſiderii that I came 
into this World for no other end, but to exe- 
cute the Orders of my Soveraign Commander. 
If theſe Duties are indiſpenſably neceſſary tor at- 
« taining the Favour of Almighty God here on 
(Farth, _—_ the plenary Enjoyment of him for 
* ever. in the Future State; let none cenſure my” 
Conduct, for making this honourable Retreat; it 
being much more expedient to fly from Tempta- 
tions, than to fall as an inglorious Victim to the 
© mercileſs. Rage of a Tyrannical Power; forÞ I 
experimentally know, That when anunwary Sub 
© 15 once taken captive by Satan that ſubtil Enemy 
of Mankind, who goes. about like 4 roaring Lion, 
* ſeeking whom he may devour, tis not an eafy at- 
ter to get a diſcharge from his griping Claws: 
* Therefore whoever may be ſo fool- hardy as t 
run their Souls into ue Danger, and look 
* upon themſelves as the ſtouteſt Soldiers in the 
noble Army of Chriſt's Church Militant, upon 
the account of ſuch deſperare Attempts ; I ſhall 
always think it the moſt prudent courſe to ſnun 
© the ſery Dart of the Deu and the poiſonous 
Arrows of Sin, which often fall like Hail j ina 
© cloudy Night on the Heads of thols thee live i ima 
publick Station. 
4 80 that upon the whole, my final Determivsti- 
© on is to continue here in this delectable Houſeof 


* Safety, free from all violent Oppreſſions and Al- 


: ' Jurements to Folly, Would it not be accounted 
a great piece of Indiſcretion in a Governour of a 
* ſtrong Garriſon that is provided with all man- 
ener Of. Neceſſaries for the oi. of a long 
5 Siege, to weaken his Party, by making too fre- 
quent Sallies on a numerous Army, when be was 
114 ſen- 
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* ſenſible, that all the efforts of the Beſiegers could 
do them no Dammage, ſo long as he preſervd 
his Men to guard the Avenues that lead to the 
place? If this Remark be conſonant to Reaſon, 
© then I have taken the ſureſt way to ſave my Soul 
in the Day of the Lord Jeſus; for my General's 
* Command is, Flee youthful Luſts, that war again 
* the Soul, The plain meaning of which Words is, 
To ſnhun the Enemies of my Salvation, and ke 
my ſelf unſpotted from the World; that is to ſay, 
either to repcl their Force by Force, or to eſcape 
© their Fury by a timely Flight. O bleſſed Retreat 
to me, when I fled from the Enemies of Chriſt and 
* his Religion into the Ark of his Strong Hold well 
Garriſon d with fifty five | nm Souls, who are 
ready to make a noble Reſiffance, whenever they 
* ſhall be attack d by the inſulting Troops of Sin- 
ners; as it appears by the ſignal Courage with 
which I was endu'd by the Divine Power, at my 
| *firſt admittance into this IlluſtriousFamily of Love. 
Por no leſs than ſix of Satan's chief Lieutenant- 
| © Generals aſſaulted my Soul with their utmoſt 
Force; but the Almighty gave me the Corrobo- 
| © rating Aid of his Holy Spirit, by which means! 
© reſolutely ſlighted their fatal Favours, varniſh'd 
© over with ſmooth words of Deceit : And I doubt 
| © not but the ſame Father of Mercies will enable 
me for the future, to maintain ſuch'Heroick Re- 
| © ſolves, when attempted by new Aſſaults, not of 
my own ſeeking but ſent by God to try my Con- 
| *ſtancy ; there being a vaſt difference between 
| * Temptations into which I fooliſhly run of my 
© own accord, and thoſe that are permitted by his 
| *All-wiſe Providence: As for what relates to the 
| © former, I have no promiſe of any Succours ; but 
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« with reſpect to the latter, l am affur'd of the Di- 
vine Afiſtance. Hence it evidently appears, That 
cit is the indiſpenſable Duty of every ſincere Chri- 
« (tian, as far as it may ſtand with his Convenien- 
cy, without any detriment to his Worldly Affairs, 
* ſometimes to retreat from all the Temprations of 
* a vain World, and to ſerve his God in a ſweet 
* Solitude ; where Religion will appear far more 
charming i in its plain Garb, than Vice 1n all its 
* gaudy Attire, and tantaſtical Modes; the into- 
Jerable weight of whoſe exceſſive Folly often 
makes its Admirers to cry out in the anguiſh of 
their Souls, Tie more than we can bear. 
Then it muſt of neceſſity be acknowledg'd, 
That Holineſs of Lifg i in a retir d State is infinite- 
ly more amiable to a Rational Soul, than all the 
ſpecious Allurements to a ſinful Courſe in the 
* crowded Cities or Towns of Iniquity: For the 
former ſoon changes a vile Sinner into a glori- 
fy d Saint; but the latter transforms the Man in- 
a brute Be ſt; the one turns a ſenſual corrupt 
Heart into ortify d Affections, the other drives 
* us ont of Chriſt's s Hoty Catholic Church into a 
diſmal Abyſs of Horrour: The one fublimes the 
5 Fleſhiiro a Soul, and vicious Habits into Divine 
Contetaplations; whilſt the other baniſhes a 
* Profeſſour of Chriſtianity from all that is Praiſe- 
* worthy; the one refines the droſs of an unchaſte 
Body into an Angelical Purity; the other debaſes 
ü che oſt ſublime Thoughts with Diabolical Sug- 
geſtigns. 3 the one inſpires the Devont Soul with 
* Seraphick Love, and the other alienates us from 
God and Chriſt ; the one baffles Philoſophy and 
ſilences the daring Atheiſt, the other makes a 
reaſonable Creature appear unwiſe in the en 
1 1 Fe bis 


* his. Creatour >The. one in 2 manner reyerſes 
the Divine Decrees, , and obliges the Almighty 
* to revoke. his Judgments; but the other is con- 
| © tinually preferring;new, Bills of Indictment againſt 
© rhe guilty Offender at the. Bar of Soveraign, Ju- 
*ſtice ʒ the one throws the Records of Shame and 
* Confuſion: out of the Court of Heaven, by un- 
* feign'd Repentance ; but the other cauſes the Sen- 
* tence of Damnation to be paſs d on our, enpr- 
' mous Crimes: In a Worg, Regeneration or a 
New Birth raiſes - a Perſon from the Grave to 
Life ; from the pains of endleſs Miſery to Ever- 
* laſting Joy and never-ceaſing Felicity ; whereas 
vile Hypocriſy baniſhes. a Soul from Glory, and 
* caſts it into the Dungeon of utter Darkneſs; 
from the preſence of Angels and glorify d Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect, into the Society of In- 
* fernal, Fiends and damned Reprobates 
If this is to be the unchangable Regard of the 
* Righteous. and the determin d Puniſhment of the 
* Wicked; where is that forlorn Sinner who can hear 
* foheavy a Doom denounc'd againſt him, and not 
* rouſe himſelf out of his$pirityal Slumber, ſo as paſ- 
ſionately to cry out with the greateſt — 1 
* maginable Ge ue Eternal Life, Eternal Liſe, au any 
* Terms whatſoever ; Oh! then awake ye drouſy 0 5 
and ſee the Judgments of an incens d God hanging 

© overyour Heads by a ſingle Thread of his abuſed 
* Patience, juſt ready to cruſh you into a thouſand 
| © Pieces, when there will be none to deliver 7 9 
gdyon from ſo imminent a Danger Therefore let me 
| tenfreat you of all loves, to make no longer Helay, 
but immediately diſingage your ſelves from this fa- 
Stal Lethargy, and be content to dwell in a ſalita- 
y Cave or Hot, rather than be for ever Ms e 
il! . 
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s tuo bastel! Pit of Deſtruction ; ; ſince itis inſi · 
y nitely more tolerable to live in any gbſcare- part 
of the habitable / Earth, for the ſpace of a few 
t years, than to lye howling under the preſſure of 
u- «© the Divine Vengeance for millions of millions of 
d Ages. Let me perſwadę you to lay hold of the Lord 
i- I « Jeſus by lively Faith; retiring to ſome private 
n- hade ornew-mown Field, and there break out 
into ſome ſuch Divine Breathings: Renn 
a Whatever may become of all my S 
O „Affairs, or outward Injoyments I matter not, 
L fo that I may but eſcape the dreadful Sentence 
of a provok d judgeʒ tor what will all theſe things 
d „ avail me if I loſe the Favour of the Soveraign 
5 Lord of the Univerſe, | and am excluded from 
his Kingdom? O pray, my Soul, {4 thy pardon 
u be ſealed. in Heaven; for it is much- more expe- 
dient to mourn in ſome flow'ry Meadow, for 
e the follies of Youth; and at laſt to be receiv'd 
de into Abraham's Boſom, than to rejoice for a ſea- 
ar ſon in the Houſe of Laughter, and be caſt into 
Ot an unfathomable Abyſs of Miſery.” ©O my, Saul, 
ho much more delightful is it to fit and hear 
i JF} © theſe bubbling Streams that come floating down 
1 from the upper Springs into the low Valleys, 
than to be continually terrify d with the hide- 
$ * ous: Noiſe made by the over- flowing Torrents of 
1d 
ge 


** Deſpair; which deſcend from the Throne of the 
« injurd Lamb of God, on the Spirits of diſtra- 
Sed Reprobates i in the Infernal Re gions! Then 
ne © fit don here in this lovely — and let Ri- 
„ „ vers of Tears diſtill from a Sorrowful, Heart; 
for how much more eligible is it to weep a hile 
* near ſome ſhady Thicket, than to wallow in a 
5 © belly Deluge of the Divine Wrath, Y 9 
1 | , cn 
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« endleſs Ages of Eternity O my beloved Soul, 
& expreſs thy ſelf in a mol? pathetick Style, and 
never ceaſe calling upon the Moſt High, till he 
4 ſhall think fit to call to thee by Death; fince ti; 
< requiſite that thou ſhould'ſt indure ſome hard- 
* ſhip for the preſent, to avoid being utterly un- 
done in the Future Eternal State; for if ever thou 
* would'ſt be admitted into the Courts of Heaven, 
* thou muſt lead a ſanfify'd Life here on Earth. 

* © Whoever may be fond of fleeting unfatisfa- 
« ftory Pleaſures and ſmoothly fail down the ſtream 
of rocking Waves into the boundleſs Sea of Dam- 
nation; for my part, I had rather row againſt 
Wind and Tide in the narrow channel of a Ver- 
** tuous Life, than run before the ſtiff gales of 
*© Vice, and periſh in the Hurricane of Deſtructi- 
* on; which will certainly be the Fate of all thoſe 
* that tide it down the deceitful Eddies of Debau- 
* chery : Hnſh, haſh, my Soul, never cry to leave 
this open Field of Prayer, but be patient for a 
* while,and thou ſhalt ſoon ſoar up above the Fir- 
« mament of twinkling Stars: Then pray my Soul, 
O pray my Soul, in this ſilent Arbour, till God 
demand thee home to himſelf; when all thy 
Prayers ſhall be chang'd into Praiſes, and all thy 
Tears into Songs of Mirth, when numerous 
Guards of Angels ſhall bid thee welcome to thy 
* Father's Houſe. Still pray my Soul, in this ſoli- 
* tary Grove; for twill not be long ere thou ſhalt 
© ſee this frail Body thy moſt loving Conſort ſud- 
<« denly fitreſted by all the Harbingers of cruel 
Death; as a pale Face and a wan Look, a cold 
* Noſe and a ſhort Breath, an heavy Heart and 
„ ſighing Lungs, a ſtammering Tongue and a 
* broken mournful Speech, the Vital 1 
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u. © hauſted and the Pulſe low; a Forehead bedew d 
nd « with: a cold - trickling. Sweat; Eyes growing 
he dim and Feet ſtiff, Fiſts clinch'd, and Teeth ſer 
ts with a fearful Grin; whilſt thy diſconſolate 
d. © Relations and Friends ſtand gazing as it were up- 
n. © ona fiery Comet which they may behold with 
(the Eye of ghaſtly Horrour, but cannot re 
n. © with an aſſiſting Hand. | _ 
% Then thoumy nobler Part, wilt perceive thine 
. Exit drawing on apace ; for thou ſhalt inconti- 
m © nently retire to thy laſt Place of refuge and Roy- 
n. © al Seat, I mean the Heart, where the Power of 
Life firſt exerts it ſelf and ſhews-its:laſt Efforts'; iſ 
r. but alaſs, all theſe dying Pangs will ſoon Storm 
of © this ſhatter'd Bulwark, with their united Forces 
ti. © anddrive thee out by main Strength! So that 
e © having fetch'd a deep Sob, thou ſhalt leave a 
u- © lifeleſs lump of Clay, with regret, and ſtretch⸗ 
ve ing out thy Fluttering Wings fly directly to 
a | © the Canaan- ore; where thy Soveraign Judge 
ir- © will be ready to receive thee into his Courts of 
ul, © Everlaſting Reſt; to behold the brightneſs of 
od © his Face, and to ſee thy dear Redeemer in all 
hy © his tranſcendent Glories, who being the Prince 
by Y of Peace led a mean and contemptible Life du- 
us © ring his abode in this Vale of Miſery. Then 
by ** why art thou ſo ſad O my Soul, in this Solitary Re- 
Ji | © tirement, and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? 
alt Y © Deſpiſe the gaudy Pageantry ofa Publick Station, 
1d- © and look on every thing here below, as of no 
nel © value in compariſon of the Joys above: Be not 
1d | © concern'd in the leaſt at what Penance Religion 
nd | © may injoyn thee, or whatever the Wicked may 
a | © threaten thee with, for living in amortify'd State; 
-x- | © but keep thy ſelf cloſe to God, putting thy whole 
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& truſt in him, mbo is the help of thy Coumtenanbe and 
" 925 let thle — 2 Clouds qather 
Let multitudes of vain Men and Legions of 
« ſpitetul Devils combine to diſturb thy Peace by 
telling thee, this Method of withdrawing thy 
elf from the World is a Popiſh way of Will. 
< Worſhip, more becoming Hermits, Friers, Nung 
* and other ſuperſtitious Votaries, who think to 
merit Heaven by their good Works, than a true 
« Member of Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church: Let 
none of theſe airy Phantornes or ſpecious Pre- 
< tences prevail with thee O my Soul, but conti- 
nue ſtedfaſt in this thy Retir'd State; for the Al- 
* mighty diſcerns all the Thoughts that lye hid in 
the inmoſt receſſes of thy Heart, and knows it 
is far from thee to depend on thy own:Righte- 
* ouſneſs, or hope to attain to Everlaſting Glory 
e by any other means, but thro the Sole Merits and 
Interceſſion of thy Bleſſed Saviour, for whoſe 
*'fke thou haſt abandon d theTents of the World, 
* and retreated to this lovely Solitude. 
Then addrefling my ſelf to the whole Company 
of Auditors I told them, this particular way of 
expoſtulating in private, with their own Souls, 
was the likelieſt means to' bring them to a 
ſtrict performance of their reſpective Duties 
to God and Man : I alſo affar'd them at the ſame 
time, That I' found ſuch unſpeakable Peace in my 
own Breaſt, ſince my firſt entrance into this Reli- 
gious Houſe, that were I to be offer'd all the Gran- 
ur of the Univerſe, to leave ſo delectable a Bow- 
er of Reſt and return to a noiſy City, it would 
be no Temptation to me. Upon the Concluſion 
of my Diſcourſe the Wiſe Men of the World ſeem d 
inclinable to enter upon a ſtrict Diſeipline and a 
N. regular 
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regular way of Living; promiſing, That as wol 
as their Secular Affairs were brought to a Settle- 


ment, they would devote themſelves for the future 
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to the ſtudy and Practice of Religion, in ſome con- 
venient Solitude; but tis much to be fear d, they 11 
prove like the unprofitable Auditors in the Para- 
ble, and ne'er be perſwaded to perform their Pro- 
miles, notwithſtanding the height of their Zea- 
lous Ecſtaſy, in hearing a Diſcourſe, which may 
tickle'their'Ears for the preſent, but does not pene- 
trate very far into their Minds. Afterwards, a ſhort 
Prayer being made and a Hymn of Praiſes ſa 
all the Wiſe Men of the World return d to their 
old Habitations, if not to their former Follies; 
but they of the College withdrew into a ſpaci- 
ous Parlour, where every one gave a particular Ac- 
count of what God had done for his Soul. 
Thus I ſpent the Six days of my happy Retire! 
ment in Reading, Hearing and Expounding the 
Divine Oracles contain d in the Sacred Volumes; 
in Holy Conferences, Meditations and ness 
in ſinging Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs; nn 
taking! nicKerate and innocent Rectearions ; and, 
in managing other Affairs too tedious here to be 
related: For ſhould I go about to ſet don all the 
excellent Diſcourſes concerning the wonderful 
Works of the Divine Power and Providence; the 
inward Peace and ſatisfaction that every ſincere I 
Chriſtian injoys within his own Breaſt; with 
many other conſiderable Remarks; the time would 
fail me, and my Pen would run far beyond its due 
Bounds: ſo that I ſhall draw towards a Concluſſe- — 
on in explaining theſe Divine Contemplations u 
on Solitude, or the Pleaſures of a Conttty-L 
In elle mean while, I hope none will bee ani 


to 
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to imagine. That I look upon it as a Duty incum- 
bent on all Chriſtians of whatſoever Order or De. 
gree they may be, to abandon their lawful Imploy. 
ments, and live in ſome remote Grotto or Cave of 
the Earth: God forbid; for if ſuch a Practice 
ſhoald prevail, what would attend the World 
within the compaſs of a few Years, but ruin and 
utter Deſolation ? 9 1 8 | 
Therefore miſtake me not, I do not ſay that e- 
very poor Labouring-Man is oblig'd to leave his 
Family, and retire into .the Country, there to 
ſpend his Days in a retir'd State, free from Care or 
Thought for to Morrow; ſo as by that means to 
ſtarve the Vertuous Wife of his Boſom and his in- 
nocent Children. Doubtleſs ſuch an erroneous O. 
pinion would favour much more of a ſinful capri 
cious Humour, than of a neceſſary Duty; for the 
Holy Apoſtle St. Paul aſſure us, He is worſe than an 
Infidel that does not provide for his Family : And 
indeed, I am ſo far from maintaining ſuch an ex- 
travagant Aſſertion, that I really believe all they 
who propole to themſelves to gain Heaven by 
leaving off their daily Labour and Induſtry run into 
a fatal Errour never to be retriev'd in this World 
nor in that which is to come, without a true and 
ſincere Repentance; for a poor Man may ſerve his 
God as faithfully in an honeſt Calling or Imploy, 
as the Prieſt at the Altar, or the Saint in the Grove, 
But thus much I think may be fairly aſſerted, That 
it is more expedient for all ſorts of People rather 
to make choice of a Country- Life, provided they 
have where withal comfortably to maintain them- 
ſelves and Families, than to abide within the Walls 
of a ſinful Town; for it muſt be acknowledg d, 
That the generality of indigent Peaſants live a more 
| | regu- 
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regular Life 125 95 mor ine Sarnen than the 
hat, inhabit a'populous Ci 

15 Foal be well amend- 
= with 1s, if ſome of the latter were 
obne d to retize 1155 om: 1 cel p Pariſhes within 
the Bills of fortaliry,. and to employ themſelves 
in the 14 in Manuring thoſe large Tracts of 
Land that lic waſte for want of Tillage. 

If this Expedient were once effectually put into | 
practice, I doubt not but Exgland would Bs find 
Truth and juſtice running down with a freerStream 
than now it does, and the whole Kingdom would 
be much more inrich'd by its Tg and Com- 

wein; ne * tis apparently for want of ſuch a 

4, 2a Lad we the Inhabitants of this 

Noble City 100 | Suburbs are ſtrangely over-ſpread 
with a Swarm of idle, beggerly, pilfering Vaga- 
bonds, who bring a continual Charge on every 
Pariſh, by their Sloth and Luxury; and all upon 

account of their not being inur'd to Labour and 
forc'd to Work for an honeſt Livelihood; which 
can be effected by no better Method, than that 
which I have AE propos'd. For any. Judici- 
ous Perſon may eaſily diſcern, That the City is 
too full, and the Country too empty of the mean- 
et ſort of People, as it evidently appears from the 
fouriſhing Condition this Iſland was in, when the 
Suburbs or Out-skirts of the City of London were 
not a third part ſo large as they now are: And in- 
deed, the vaſt number of little cheap Tenements 
run up of late Years has intercepted the free courſe 
of the Air, and call'd in the Country upon us, al- 
moſt to our utter Ruin; for it may be obſerv d by 
daily Experience, That the Poor are ready to de- 
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their craving Wants; and to my no ſmall Grief! 
am forc'd to declare, That the greateſt part of cut 
Trade in general is become ſo felonious, that: 
Man ſcarce knows whom to truſt in making a Ba- 
gain or Agreement; and all theſe Misfortunes hay 
befaln us for want of effectüudl Lats to preventthe 
Increaſe of Buildings in the Out. parts of the Cit 
and obliging the meaner ſort of People to live in 
the Country. „ 
l hope this ſmall Digreſſion will not be look 
upon as impertinent or foreign from my 85 
Subject, but may ſerve to confirm the reaſonable 
neſs of my Argumentation. As for ſuch Perſons x 
are in a mean Condition, and have no great Charge 
nor are likely to have any; my Opinion is, That 
provided they be employ d in any Publick Place, 
in an honeſt Calling, ſo as diligently to obſerve 
the Divine Laws, and ſecure their Title to Ever- 
laſting Glory, they fairly may and ought to con- 
tinue in their Station, without any ſcruple bf Con- 
ſcience or dread of offending their Soveraign 
*Creatour : On the other hand, as for thoſe that 
are out of Buſineſs or meet with ſo ſtrong Tempta- 
tions to Folly, that they cannot always ſtand up- 
right or keep - themſelves unſpotted from the 


World; it is their bounden Duty to retire to the 


Country, and find out ſome means to get thei: 
daily Bread in a laborious Exerciſe ; avoiding 
much Converſation, which they perceive to be ſo 


prejudicia) to their natural Diſpoſition. I would 
alſo give the fame Advice to Tradeſemen in gene- 
ral, that is to ſay, That ſuch as have Families, 
ſhonld abide in Town, and follow the Buſineſs 
they are brought up to, provided it be not ſinful: 
Nevertheleſs, I cannot forbear delivering this as 

a my 
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my own particular Opinion, That if their Cir- 
cumſtances may it them to leave off Trading, 
and to reſide altogether in the Country, thò it 
were in a meaner Station, it would be far more 
expedient; and ſo much the rather, upon account 
that al! ſorts of Trades are grown ſo numerous, 
that it would be no detriment to the Publick, but 
in a conſiderable Advantage to New-beginners, - who 
cannot ſubſiſt without ſome Occupation in Town: 
ag But let thoſe Tradeſmen that are ſingle and deſi- 
ent rous to continue in that State take up their abode 
le: in the City, ſo long as they find no allurements to 
; 3M Folly, and make it the main buſineſs of their Lives, 
ge to pleaſe God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
bat otherwiſe I would by all means have them retire 
ce, to ſome Country-houle, and chuſe to live on the 
rel meaneſt Food, rather than run the hazard of ruin- 
er · ¶ ing their precious Souls to all Eternity. 


, 
- . n 


on- As for thoſe P ſons that are in a flouriſhing 
on- Condition, and have plentiful Eſtates, I look up- 
ign on it as the beſt courſe they can take to enter into 
hatY ſome ſuch College or Regular Society, ſettled in a 
ta · delightful Country, as I have been deſcribing, or 
up· ¶ elſe to ere a fine Seat of their own, which might 
theſY be eaſily accompliſn d by many of oui Nobility and 
the Geatry, whoſe large Revenueslye as it were a hur- 
ber den upon their Hands. 

ling To conclude, I durſt appeal, to the moſt clear- 
e ſoſ lighted and ſagacious Wits of the Age, Whether if 
aldi what has been here propos d were duly. put into 
ene · ¶ practice, it would not greatly tend to the Glory of 
lies. God, the Benefit. of the Nation, and the Welfare 
nes} of our own Souls? But to illuſtrate the matter far- 
ful: ther, and to explain the true ſcape of my Propoſal 
is a5] to every Capacity, I ſhall in the firſt place give as 
my K k 2 125 95 


. 
nen 
Idea of the happy State of the meaner ſort of Pi 
ple, whoſe Affrirs will perthiit them to lere che 
City and betake themſelves to ſome honeſt Ruta 
Imploy : Then I ſhall ſneꝶ How comfortably they 
may live in the Country, who ate bleſsd wär 
ſuch a certain ſucome as may be ſufficient to defray 
all neceffary Charges during their Pilgrimage i 
this Vale of Feats: and la ty, I ſhall demonſtrate 
how advantzgious {ach a Practice would be to the 
whole Kingdom in general. 1. I begin with the 
fiſt Propofition? Such Perfons ate undoubted) 
Happy, 355 are contented in à mean and lon 
State, and can cheerfully praiſe the Almighty Lord 
of the Univerſe, that the ey are none of the Worlds 
Favourites,nor mrich d with its yellow Droſs; but 
In a how moch more bleſſed Condition are they, 
Who can ſilently retreat with their Families out of 
a ſinful Sodom, and ſettle their Abode near Tome 
thatch'd Villas e in a little Cottage or obſcure Te 
nement rrcusddel with a fed Acres of Land; by 
Which means they may be inabled to earm the di 
1y Supplies of Nature, and toſing this N to 
"heir Souls. 
„Ojoyful Day, when de lt a nok y Loft ot 
* Hants Eellar in a ſtifling City, and came down to 
verbis Httle Tent; where the Won Blaſts of the 
*North-wind fann off the ocz Heats of a Sum- 
amer-day, and the warm Beams of a Winter- Sur 
oon aiffolve the new· faln S] Oh happy time 
© when we cap 'Thend - - our Days in Ploughirg, 
'®Sowing,” Reaping, Fencing -abott, Foddering ol 
*'Cattel, and attending the Tumerous'Flocks of ol 
Sheep and tender Lambs, whoſe pretty Bleatin 
la and innocent Bays, make a more colon 00 
n aH the : founding T Trumpets tiiat ao ll 
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* by Troops of Guards, or rattling Drums that: 
thunder out their terrible Alarms l For when our 
daily Toil is o'er, we can march into our Fort of 
Security and ſatisfy our craving Appetite with a 
wholſome brown Cruſt boil d in the Milk of dur 
« own Vineyard, and paſs an Hour or two in a harm- 
< leſs Chat, till the Seaſon draws,on to Reſt, when 
we may reverently call upon the Name of the 
Great God, in ſome ſuch Language as this: 

O thou Soveraign Emperour of the Univerſe, we 


. 


poor Peaſants the Vaſſals of an Earthly Lord, are come. 
to make our e to Thee, _ all due Re- 
verence and Humility ; being very ſenſible, That thro. 
the Merits of our dear Redeemer, thou art become t 
# 4 moſt gracious God and indulgent Father, full ft 
Condeſcenſion, even ſo far as to give Ear tothe unlearuy 
ed Prayers of us frail, deſpicable Mortals , a Famil 
that is no more regarded by the rich Dives's of theBarth 
than a few lowly Drakes by the haugliy Swans of the 
Meadows, that take little notice of any other feather'd 
Fowls but thoſe of their own Tribe dreſs'd in the ſame 
ſhining Array : The Caſe is far otherwiſe with Thee, 
O thou Eternal Fountain of Light, who had ſt auch ra- 
ther lool down with an Eye of Fatherly Compaſſion. on 4 
few poor martify'd Peaſants cloath'd with plain Appes 
rel, than on a Company of Imperiqus Sinners adorn'd 
with Purple and fine Linnen. It is on this account, 
that we are embolden'd reuerently to fall down at the 
Foot-ſtool of the Throne of Grace; preferring thy Di- 
vine Favour before the Smiles of the Great, and the 
high Lnoks of the Praud; far here we are retir'd\wheye © 
" Eye ſees, or Ear hears, but thou the Great God 
aVOUe, | LIT, a 
Therefore may. all our Prayers and Supplications be 
now and ever acceptable in thy ſight, as it were.ay 
—_—_ EBxening- 


1 4 by L. 3582 | 
Mb ine-ſachifce of a ſweet-ſmelling Savour: O caft 
us not away from thy Preſence, nor take thy Holy Si. 


ni from us; but revive our languiſhing Souls with the 


Pledges of thy Love, and raiſe up our Aﬀe@ions above 
the Sphere of carnal Deſires. May no vain Thought, 
hinder our Spiritual Flight towards the New Jeruſa- 
lem ; but increaſe the Flame of our ſerious Contem- 
plations of thy Divine Excellencies ;, eſpecially 'conſi. 
dering, That after a ſhort ſpace of Time, all theſe 
Wirter-ſtorms will be laid in afilent Calm; when theſ, 
long and tedious Nights bere on Earth will end in the 
dawning of a glorious Day, that ſhall never be obſcur d 
by any Cloud of Darkneſs; a Day during which me 
Pall all ſhine like the bright Rays of the Sun in its Noon- 
tide Luſtre. When we have once enter d thoſe Bliſsful 
Men ſſont, no ſliff Gales of Paſſion can any longer 


_ our Minds, which are becalmed in the ſecure 
arbour of Peace; where are no Thunder-clays, 
nor Blazing-ſtars to ſurprize or terrify our weary'd Bo- 
dies that are quite freed from Care and Trouble. 
O thou Almighty God Jehovah, ſend down, we 
moſt humbly beſeech thee a choſen Guard of thy Hea- 
venly Hoſt, to watch round about our Habitations till 
the light of another Day appears beyond the farther 


| Hills,or the Cocks begin to ſend forth their early Strains 


to awake our fleepy Souls and rouſe up our drouſy Senſes 
in order to pour out our Prayers to Heaven, that the 
Almighty would vouchſafe to drive away the Spirit of 
Slumber and diſpatch another Band of Angels to be 
our Guide for the enſuing Day. O Lord Juſt and True, 
how long will it be ere we ſhall ceaſe from Labour, 
and be receiv d into thy Heavenly Manſions, where 
there is no Work but a joyful ſerving of thee with new 
Songs of Thankſgiving 8 Then how much more expedi- 
ent and delightful is it to be employ d in putting up Pe- 
% * tition. 
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tit iom io the Tyrone of Grace with ſe neleneſs 0 f Hearg 
in this little Cottage, free fon the flonts of the Pro- 
fane, than to be; continually tranſgreſſing thy Divine 
"Laws in 4 ſulphurequs Fs. amidſt a beſtial Crew of 
obſtinate Sinners ] And nom what ſhall we ſay unto: 
thee, O thou great Preſerver and Redeemer of © 
Men? Let this ſmall Tenement, we meekly entreat thee, 
be unto us as it were Noah's Ark, to ſave the Souls, 
of iy y Servants, who have retir d.. from the Join 
louds of Iniquity,to this Veſſel of Security, where 
hall = above. the boiſterous Billows.. of Sin, wil 
at laſt we arrive (afe at the Heauen 7 0098s 
where no Deluge ſbali drown, nor Sodom: 5 Fire * 
ſure in all hy Holy Mountain. 

When we couſider theſe Things.) bam are our Wy oo 
tranſported with Seraphich Love and unſpeakable Jays 8 
Toys that abſolutely drown all our tow PD OG 
of W. orlaly Wealth, . e. and V, an- glory; ; Joys that 
are proportion d to our Minds and make them well con- 
tented with our coarſe Food, hard Lodging, mea 
ve Apparel, conſtant Labour and dail Care ] For how 

far do. our raviſhing Pleaſures 7 rpaſs the, ſeeming 
It Laughter of thoſe who ſtrive to lull a wounded Conſci- 
oy ence aſleep for a while in the Lap of Carnal' Security, 
„ Gy taking up their abode in the Courts of Mirth; but can 
er veer find means to allay the intolerable Sting of their 
h  gargreend Minds, when the noiſome Ulcer is once 
open and lanc d tothe quick with the keen incor 
1, #nife of the Divine Vengeance : 3 anc 
a If oh Tranſports of Joy ſeize on the Spirits of a 
„poor Country- man kneeling at Prayer juſt before he 
» | /ays himſelf down to Reſt, who can expreſs t 
» | {oundneſs of his Sleep. and the ſedateneſs of his 
;. | Soul? For no idle Talk proceeds from his ſſumber- 
* ing 's Lipsand no ditrattiogDrcarpegiſtards his ſweet 
1 k 4 5 8 


e e 
Kepoſe: Note of his weary'd Children erer walt 
in their Sleep, Hke lite Iimps to affright their ten. 
der-hearted Mother; neither are there any hide. 
ous Midnight ont-cries of Thieves or Fire. 8o that 
if at any time the good Man happens to awake be- 
fore the break of Day, he perceives all to be calm 
and ſtil} round about his little Manſion, unleſs 
ſome early Farmer paſſes by the Road with a Teem 
or two of Horſes ſet out with Feather-toppings and 
| fine Harneſs, the gingling Bells of which ring a r 
| pleaſant Country-tune more charming to his Ear, N 
| than all the wanton Airs that are never ſo artifici- I 
ally Compos d by the beſt Maſters of the Muſical I » 
8 Science. As ſoon as the ruddy Morn begins to peep 7 
. 
[ 


out of the bright Caſements of the Baſt, he. and his 
8 whole Family riſe from their Flock-beds to Pay the 
| Tribute of Praiſe to their Great Creatour for the 
dawn of another Day, and when their Morning 


8 prayers are Oer, they march out of their reſpe- 
| (ive Hurts into the Field, as it were ſo many Gi- 
ant refreſb d with Wine, in order to obtain their 
8 Proviſions for the ſupport of their frail Bodies. 
There theſe buſy Labourers behold the won- 
derful Works of the Almighty in every thing they 
take in Hand; for when their Seed is ſowing, they 
are ſenſible that God can ſend a good Increaſe out 
| | of the Store-houſe - of his bounteous Liberality ; 
| when their Herds of Cattel are feeding; they live 
in hope of being fed themſelves with a daily Sup- 
| ply; and when their Fruits are gathering, they 
believe that every Tree will bloom again: at the 
1 Spring of another Year.. Thus they peaceably ſpend 
| the ſucceeding Years, Months and Days of a ſhort 
Life without being diſturb'd by the clamorousnoiſe 
bf Vice; {o.that when the harmleſs Peaſant comes 
25% ws . to 
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to lay his Head on a Dying-pillow his Conſcience 
is free from Guilt, and his Soul clear from the pol- 
jutions of Sin: Neither has he any thing elſe to 
do but cheerfully recommend his undefiled Spirit 
into the Hands of a Faithful Creatour; leaving his 
forrowfal Wife and weeping Children to the tui- 
tion of Divine Providence, 
ſelf to this effect: 
O then Almighty and Ever-living | 
ready to fall a Vittim to the mercileſs ſtroke of Death, 
require no more of me than what I receiv'd ; 
knoweft O Lord, that I have ſerv'd thee to the utmoſt 
of my mean Ability. I need not repeat how averſe 1 
was from living amidſt a Crowd of Sinners, or near 
an infeFions City, whoſe Pligne-Spots of Guilt might 

have aver-ſpread my Soul as it were a malignant Le- 

proſy and plung'd it in the unfaihomable Gulph of Per- 

dition. I bleſs thy moſt Holy Name, That Iwas ne- 

of the Wiſe, nor number d 

bbres of the Age : For how 

's it for me, in this my laſt Extremi- 

mity, to reſign my Life on a bundle of Straw, with 4 

Spirit free from Blame attended by my Loving Spouſe | 
and innocent Children who live in the fear of thee the 
Great God's, than to give up the Ghoſt on a Down bed 

with a polluted Sinful Soul, ſurrounded by an Imperious | 
Concubine and her ſpurigus Brood, that never learnt 
ving a Godly, Righteous 
and Sober Life? O happy Day to me, when I retir 
from the barren Soil of a crowded City, io this C- 
tage or Thatch d Houſe of Clay, encompaſs'd with 4 
fruitful Field; ſo as 10 be free from all the outragious 
anſports of unruly Paſſions and alluring Baits of 


and expreſſing him- 
God, I am now 


ver inrolld in the Regi 
amoug the Learned 


nuch more eaſy 15 it 


the noble Science, of Li 
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Here are no wanton Jilis to tempt my Heart to le 


861 
weſs „ nor yreeliug Sots to'drown my pureſt Thought in 
Bowls full of intoxicating Liquorsʒ uo crafty Kmnaves 1, 
Hem me the threviſhArts of Deceit, nor perjur d Rakes ty 
drill me into their pernicious Snare; no ranting De. 
boſhee to make me inure my ſelf to horrid Oaths and 
Excerations,, nor upſtart Gentry to decoy my; Saul in- 
to the Courts of Pride; no ſtately Mannour-Honſes in 
the Neighbourhood to bring à diſgrace upon my litile 
Hutt, nor gilded Chariots running by my Door to de. 
nrand the loud acclamations of Popular Husar g 104 
vain lump of Mortality : Here are no anticł Stage. 
plays to divert my Thoughts to Sin, nor filly Toys to 
withdraw my Soul from Divine Contemplations ; ng 
rattling Drums to beat for Volunteers, nat impreſting 
Warrants to force into the Mars; no roaring Cannon 
to diſturb my Peace, nor Random. ſbot to ind anger i 
Life; uo Siege laid againſt my Fort of Earth, nor 
Batteries rais d to beat it domu; no Robbers to rijle 
ny liitle Wardrobe, nor Incendiaries to burm my withy 
Chair of State Neither, are there any diſſolute Liber- 
o debunch the Wife of my Boſom nor lewd Ruf 


tines ti 
fians to raviſh the Daughter of my Taut bh. 
Thus I have paſs d thro the ſeveral Stages of 
* this Mortal Courſe of Life, with attinward peace 
and ſatisfaction of Mind, and have fairly eſcap'd 
* all the dangerous Gins of Folly : Oh joyful Day 
to me, when I firſt enter d upon. an innocent 
* Cour:try-life in this delightful Seat; but how 
much more bleſſed is my Condition, now that 
Im juſt going to exchange a few Roods of Land 
for an Everlaſting Inheritance; a Cottage of Clay 
«for a moſt magniticent Palace ; a Flock-bed for a 
Couch of Roſes that never ceaſe from blooming 
« 4 Nurſery of Weeds in an Earthly Garden, for 
© a noble plot of Trecs of Life in the Heavenly 
* Paradiſe ; 
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« Paradiſe; an aged Wife for a $ net S von 92 


« Tribe of whimpering Children for a Guard of 
Angels continually chanting forth their great 
« Creatour's Praiſe,and in ſhort a Temporary State 
in this Vale of Miſery for an Eternal Life in the 
« Manſions of Glory. Then farewell my deat and 
« loving Spouſe ; farewell my little Flock and harm- 
« leſs Babes; let no Tears diſtill from your weep- 
ing Eyes, nor Sorrows ariſe from your mournful 
Hearts: Lament not your loſs of me, who am 
going to my Father's Houſe neither take any 
thought for to morrow, what ze ſhall eat, or what 
e ſhall drink, or wherewithal ye ſball be clothed. 
View the Lillies that are growing in my little 


* Cloſe, and obſerve the Providential' Care that is, 


apparently over thoſe gaudy Flowers, which 
© ſpread themſelves in the Valleys; how muchra- | 
ther then will the Almighty clothe you, O ye of lii. 
tle Faith? ; | een 
Have patience but a little; and you ſhall meet 
* with the ſame God of Mercies, when my Head 
is laid low in the bed of Duſt, as if I ſtill con- 
tinud with you; he that ſo plentifully made 
© proviſion for you, in the time of my Health, 
© will be your moſt gracious BenefaQtor, hen Iam 
gone to the Shades below. Do but call to mind 
the noble Example recorded in the Annals of im 
mortal Fame of that Chriſtidn Heroe, who took 
*no thought for the Future, but diſtributed all his 
large Revenues to the uſe of the Poor, till no- 
* thing was left but two pieces of Silver for the pre- 
* ſent maintenance of his Family: Inſomuch that 
this excellent Perſonage fitting alone on a certain 
Day near a pleaſant Grove, he took upon him to 
* plead with the Almighty after the following 
anner: 0 


*. 
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O thou Eternal King of Heaven and Earth Tin el 
ed thee with all any Poſſeſſions ;, becauſe thou haſt be 
lenenly promis d, That the Righteous (hall never be be 


8 forſaken, nor his Seed feen begging their Bread; + d 
„ alſa expreſs'd in thy Sacred Word, He that hath t 
pity 1 poor lendeth unto the Lordzand look p 
what he layeth out, it ſhall be paid him again: And i a 
Bleſſed be the Man that provideth for the ſick and f 
needy, the Lord ſhall deliver him in the time of i 
trouble. Now I beſcech thee O Lord, male thy word 2 
good to fre, in this my. greateſt Neri; ſpecially | 
ſinee my Faith ig ſo ſtrong as iq believe gll thy, Pro- 
 maſes without the leaſt Miſtruſt. = 


The diſconſolate Gentleman having ſat a while 
under covert of the. ſhady Bower return d to 
his Houſe; where after a little communing between | 
Gad and his own Soul, he heard a noiſe in an ad- 
| bew Field, and looking out of the Caſement of 
bis Window diſcover d two Men Scuffling together. 
Whereupon he went out to know the reaſon of 
ſuch a furious Conteſt, and us d many Arguments 
to perſwade them to be reconcil'd and not to fall 
out any longer by the Way about Trifles; but his 
Chriſtian Admonitions were rejected with aFrown, 
till the two Combatants fought ſo long as to be 
| forc'd to demand time of each other to recover 
Breath, and then acquainted him with the occaſi- 
on of their Quarrel, vis. That they had found a, 
Fare precious Stone, and could not agree who 
wuld carry it off, as being Strangers one to the o- 
ther; but if he would purchaſe it they might ea- 
8 fily divide the Spoil The good Man reply d, 'Fwes 
wh to be fear d it would be of no value to bim, and 
that. be had but two pieces of Silver remaining in the 
World qut of #4! his Pelſelſiont, to buy Bread for 7 12 
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* g fe give ibem his whole Stock; which they rea- 
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dily accepted of and parted good Friends: Then 
the 2 Gerertan Veit kad ſnew d the Stone to a La- 
&k pidary, who told him it was one of the moſt valu- 
d able red in the Univerſe; inſomuch that the 
d former foon became one of che richeſt Merchants 
fin the Kingdom of Spain and by that means receiv d 
4 an hundred fold for what he had ever beſtow don 
de Poor. 
. « Therefore, my dear Relations and beloved 
yriends, arm your felves with the ſame Faith, } 
that Almi ty God ean and will provide for yotr 
by ſome fuch means or other- wiſe; if not after 
l fo wonderful a manner and in ſo great plenty, 
* yet ſo far as may be ſufficient to ſupply your ora- 
« ving Wants here below + And at laſt you ſhalk 
not far] in your hope of receiving the Pearl of 
ineſtimable price reſerv'd for your uſe in the E- 
vetlaſting Kingdom above; where you'll be re- 
paid a thouſand and ten thouſand times over, = 
all that you have done or ſuffer d for the Lor 
us in this lower World.  Sothatl ſhall fl 
« recommend you to th care and protection ofthe 
Soveraign Lord of Heaven and Earth not doubt- 
ing in the leaſt, but he Il be a provident Husbanth 
z 700 wipe away all briniſh Tears from the Eyes of 
| * a diſcònfolate Widow, and an indulgent Fa- 
| ther to the Fatherleſs Children.” I bave neither 
Riches hot Honours to beſtow on you: my dear 
© Wife and pretty Babes, but this Charge I be- 
| queath to you all, That you be faithful to ehe 
erb, a] waysabopritling in good Worksloving 
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ges and Chances of this Mortal Life. 
And farther, let me conjure you, as you ten- 
der your own Lives the Requeſt of a dying Hul. 
band and the Bleſſing of an aged Father, never to 
return to the infectious At of London. City, nor live 
* in a populous Town; but & eep a cloſe correſpon- 
© dence with the moſt High, in this delightful So- 
* litnde, labouring with your Hands as long as Bo- 
* dily Strength continues; ſo that when that fails 
vou may chearfully throw your ſelves into the 
Arms of kind Providence, and meet with a time- 
ly Supply, when tis leaſt, expected or thought of, 
Have no regard to the dazzling Splendour of this 
* frivolous World, nor envy the Proſperity of the 
* Wicked, but jmplant in your Minds a firm Belief, 
That we ſhall in due time meet in the New Jeru- 
* ſalemand there be continually employ'd in Singing 
< Everlaſting Hymns of Praiſe to our greatCreatour, 
with the numerous Hoſt of the Seraphick Quire. 


| Let vain Minds buſy themſelves amidſt a crowd 


of Sinners, and take delight in a ſmoking City, 
do you make choice of a Solitary Life, and be 
content tod well in this humble Cottage; for how 
much more expedient is it to live retiredly for a 
few years and at laſt arrive ſafe on the banks of 
Eternal Reſt, than to. reſide a little while in the 
* Britiſh'Court of ſenſual Pleaſures and be doom'd 
to endleſs Pain, when Time ſhall be no more? 
Let airy Fancies and roving Eyes range about 
the Streets, amidſt the rating alarms of noiſy 
+.Chariots and prancing Beaſts ; do. you content 
* your ſelves with taking a few turns round theſe 
delicate Meadows that are ſo curiouſly en 
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dende for Your daily Food, and refining 
© ſelves entu ly to the Divine Will in the Chan 


ee 


by an Almighty Hand ON 


A nd; and you ſhall be rapt up 
« with Joy in hearing the melodious Songs of the 
Winged Tribe, that fly on high and ſend down 
« their charming Voices, *whilſt you walk below 
and cauſe your fervent Prayers to mount above. 
© Let Learned Heads amuſe themſelves and others 
jn pleading for a Publick Converſe ; do you take 
the Advice of a dying Man, and ſpend the ſhort 
© remains of Lite in a Religious Solitude; for who 
© dares affirm to me or any other reaſonable Crea- 
ture, That it is more heathful to breath in an in- 
fectious Air, than to inhabit a wholſome Coun- 
try altogether free from Foggs, Smoke and other 
* noxious Fumes? Much leſs will any preſume to 
* avouch, That a Chriſtian Warriour, may keep 
* himſelf more unſpotted from the World, amidlt 
© the thickeſt troops of Vice in a treacherous City, 
than by a timely Retreat from all Temptations to 
© a (ſhady Bower, where there are no contagious 
* Vapours or neifome Stenches ariſing from tbe 
* putrefaction of z rank Soi. | 3 
Let greedy Miſers tiudge about and trade for 
* clods of movit'ring Farth, do you endeavour to 
make a ſure Tide to a Heavenly Tnheritance;ſince 
* it is far more eligible to ſojourn for 2 few years iu 
* a Strange Conntry and bring your Souls to the 
Haven of Eterna! Eliſs, than to wander about 
* an idle Town, for a ſhort ſpace of Time and be 
© utterly undone for ever. Do but imitate'the Ex- 
* ample of our dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
* who retir'd to à lonely Garden and ſometimes 
added the darkneſs of the Night to the ſolitari- 
- neſs of the Mountains; commanding his Follow- : 
to enter into their Cloſets ard font thejr diprs 5 


| þ *, gow what can the plain ſenſe of theſe Words im- 


7 port 


port but a private Solitude, where no Eye ſee, 
nor Ear hears, nevertheleſs the Eternal Father 
of Heaven who 1s and ſeeth in ſecret will in due 
time reward openly. But I perceive the hour of 
my Diſſolution tobe near at hand, by the ſen. 
ble decays of Nature, and ſhall conclude the laſt 
Act of my Life with this fervent Prayer; to the 
God of my Salvation. 
* © moſt Bleſſed Lord God, who art infinitely 
Glorious in Holineſs, ten thouſand times more 
Bright than the raies of an Earthly Sun, and 
purer than all the Powers above; look down on 
.* chyChurchMilicant here on Earth and thorough- 
« Iy cleanſe it from unworthy. Profeſſours, who 
« go about to deſtroy its Conſtitutien, by raiſing 
« Fneds amongſt its Members, and needleſs Scru- 
e ples about its wy of Worſhip. O thou great 
= © Jehovah, who inhabiteſt Eternity, and dwelleſt 
| © between the Cherubins above the Starry Firma- 
= © ment, in Light inacceſſible to mortal Eyes, yet 
* halt been pleaſed to reveal the knowledge of 
thy Will to Mankind in thy Son Chriſt Jeſus 
| . come downand protect thy choſen People, who 
are made the ſcorn of the Proud, the deriſion 
* of the Profane, and the laughing-ſtock of ſuch 


| .* the genuine Sons of the trueChurch, well ground- 
* ed in the Maxims of the Eſtabliſh'd Religion, 
and that whoſoever diſſents from their Princi- 
ples are fanatical Schiſmaticks that ought to be 
< treated as rebellious Traytors rather than in- 


e dulg'd as loyal Subjects. O God, who art E- 


© ternally Bleſſed and Glorious, the Fountain of 


as cry out aloud, with horridOaths, That they are 


„ Bliſs and Infinite in Perfection, who haſſg F 


| © dain'd the Sun to rule by Pay and the Mod uy 
| | cc Fl 5 


Night, and doſt ſet the Planets certain times 
« and ſeaſons for the conveying of their Influence 
throughout this lower World]; infuſe ſuch a Di- 
vine Reſolve into the Minds of the ſincere Mem- 
« bers of our National Church, as to caſt all ſorts of 
« counterfeit Chriſtians out of its Holy Communi- 
on, who ſerve only to defile it pure Garments, 
« ſtain its Reputation, diminiſh its Power, leſſen 
the number of its Converts, bring a diſparage- 
ment upon its Teachers, and damp the Zeal of 
« its Profeſſours. * N 
Upon the whole matter, tis my Reſolution, .. 
notwithſtanding the unweary d diligence of others 
in acting for popular Applauſe on a Publick Stage 
o ſeek for Sion with no leſs Induſtry in a private 
Receſs; for l am fully perſwaded, That Solitude 
s a great help to elevation of Mind, application 
of Thoughts, recollection of Spirit, and conſequent- 
y to true Devotion; nay in my Opinion, it wings 
the Soul with ſublime Speculations, and makes the 
chiefeſt Good the object of all its Wiſhes: It quench- 
cs the burning flames of Luſt, allays the exceſſive 
cats of Paſſion, becalms a turbulent Spirit, cools a 
hot Brain and ſettles a roving Mind; it humbles 
proud Heart, ſubdues an unruly Appetite, morti- 
re fis inordinate Affections, repells Diabolical Sug- 
geſtjons, deſtroys wicked Deſires, ſmothers vain 
Imaginations, and baniſhes love to Sin In a 
word, it drives away Prodigality, Arrogance, 
Vain-glory, and all manner of vicious Inclinati- 
ons. Theſe are but ſome of thoſe tranſcendent 
Wicfliags andAdvantages that attend a Solitary Life, 
the reſt being too numerous to be here recited; ne- 
E Fertheęleſs one would think what has been alreadj 
eliver d to be of ſufficient force to induce you to 
__ EI ſtay 


more immediately related to the Salvation of Man- 


ſtay here and pray till the Day of refreſhi nes 
when you ſhall be receiv'd into the Z IN - 
Manſions of Glory, where Angels ſing ſweet Hal. 
lelujahs to the Immaculate Jeſus, who generouſly 
refus'd the Offers of a vain World, when tempt. 
ed in the Deſart by the Prince of the power of th 0 
Air; as it is recorded in St. Matthew's Goſpel Chap 
4 where it is expreſs d that J7eſus was led up of th ö 
Spirit into the Wilderneſs, but afterwards taken w 7 
by the Devil into the City and ſet on a pinnacle of the 
Temple. m 

Hence it appears, That the Father of Lis 
thought he could prevail more with the Son of fe 
God in the City, than during his private Retire- 
ment in the Wilderneſs ; that being the Place he 
choſe to Faſt in forty Days and forty Nights. We 
alſo read, That our Bleſſed Saviour having got 
clear fromthe Throng of People, was found alone FI, 
by his Diſciples, and that at another time he went 
up into a Mountain to pray, where no mortal Eye. 
could behold him, till his Diſciples came, to whom C 
he us'd to Preach in the ſame Place: Again, when 
the time of his Suffering drew near, he retir'd a- f 
lone from all his Diſciples and pray d to his Fa- 
ther who was in ſecret, ſaying, If it be poſſible let this 
Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs not my Will but thine 
be done. By all theſe Proceedings of our dear Lord, 
tis evident beyond all Contradiction, That he ap- 
prov'd of a retir'd Solitude; eſpecially conſider- 
ing, that before he enter'd upon the moſt impor- 
tant Buſineſs of his Miſſion, I mean that which . 


kind,he thought fit to be free from the diſturbances 
of the World, and even a- part from his deareſt Dil- 
ciples, whom he lov d with a moſt tender Affeqi 

Yes 2 1 On. 


| 


e | 
„on. Moreover, the Royal Prophet cries out in 
028 pfal. 4. 4. Commune with your own Heart, and in your 
A Coomber and be ſtill, and the Evangelical Prophet 
from the Mouth of the Lord ſays, Go enter into 
pe ſecret Chamber and hide thy ſelf, till the Cloud of 
God's Indignation be over-paſt. | 
1. The Author of the Divine Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
aſſures us, in Chap. xi. v. 9. That the Patriarch 
WM braham ſojourn'd in the Land of Promiſe, as in 4 
ſtrange Country. Alſo in ver. 27. cis expreſs d, That 
Moſes forſook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the King; 
for he endured, as ſeeing him who is inviſible; and 
the Reaſon alledg d for his Retirement is contain'd 
in the preceeding Verſes, Chooſeng rather to ſuffer 
AffliFion with the People of God, than to enjoy the 
pleaſures of Sir for a ſeaſon, &c. So that he appa- 
rently preferr'd a ſolitary Wilderneſs, before all 
the carnal Delights of Pharaoh's Court. Again in 
ver. 37, 38. of the ſame Chapter, among other 
Sufferings and Heroick Actions of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, tis expreſly ſaid, They wander d about 
in Sheep-ckins and Goat-shins ;, being deſtitute, af- 
iced, tormented : Of whom the World was not wor- 
thy, they wandered in Deſarts, and in Mountains, 
and in Dens and Caves of the Earth. And farther 
tis related by St. Cyprian, one of te ancient Fa- 
thers of the Church, in thoſe early times of Chri- 
tiznity, long before the riſe of Popery and Super- 
tition, That Devout Perſons abandon'd the finful 
World, and choſe rather to abſcond themſelves 
in deſart Places, in Woods and Grottoes & zgvzlay 2 
Theſe Crypte were certain Coverts, Caves or Vaults © 
under ground, fo call'd fromthe Greek Verb a 
- Evhich fignifies fo hide, to beep cloſe or ſecret, or to 
ver. | | | 
wn L1-2 Diogenes 
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Diogenes the Cynick, tho but a Heathen Mora. 
lift, counted himſelf happier in his Tub, than 
Alexander the Great, the World's Univerſal Mo. 
narch on his Throne. In like manner Diocleſſan the 
Roman Emperour, made choice of a private Re- 
tirement in a Garden to ſpend the remainder of 
his Days in perfect Tranquillity, ſurrendring up 
his Imperial Charge to his Son, and ſequeſtring 
himſelf from all the pompous Vanities and anxi- 
ous Cares of the World; as we are inform'd by 
Setonins in his Lives of the Ceſars or Emperouts 
of Rome; not to mention many other memorable 
Examples recorded in Ancient and Modern Hiſto- 
ry. O then admire with me this little Cottage ſur- 
rounded on all ſides with delicate new-mown 
Fields more than a ſtately Palace ſituated in the 
Plains of Sodom, where Religion is made the Song 
of the Drunkard, and the May-game of the falſe- 
hearted Hypocrite. O never return to the Britijh 
Court, nor approach the Gates of the Metropoli- 
tan City, but keep your Feet from within its 
Streets, and come not near its Borders; for I have 
eſpy'd Unrighteouſneſs and Strife within the Walls 
of it, and found the remains of Unchriſtian Spi- 
rits, who long for the fatal Day, and impatient- 
ly wait for the unhappy Hour, when they may 
have free liberty to oppreſs tender Conſciences, 
that caut chime in with every Ceremony, or com- 
ply with them in a careleſs Life: Nay (to my 
great Griet I am forc'd to declare it) there is lurk- 
ing amongſt us a baſe degenerate Brood of Vipers, 
who r-joice and ſing for the ever to be lamented 
Loſs of that Heroick Prince of Immortal Memory, 
whoſe unparallel'd Valour, Prudence and Chriſti 
an Magnanimity beſpoke him a King long before 


he 


* * 
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he receiv'd an Earthly Crown, or croſs'd the boi- 
ſterous Sea, to refcue our Three bleeding Nations 
from the Iron-chains of Popery, Slavery and Arbt- 
| trary Power. 
of * But for ever Reign in deſpite of all thy Tempo- 
ral and Spiritual Enemies in the Courts of Hea- 
ven, O thou William the Great, who during thy 
reſidence here on Earth waſt next to the Almigh- 
ty, ſupreme Mgderatour and Governour of this 
SY © our Britiſh Ira Numerous Guards of Angels 
I; © and Legions of Glorify'd Saints that inhabit a- 
0- EF ©bove the Empyreal Orbs bear thee Good- will, O 
thou deceas d Monarch, for the great love thou 
n had'ſt for Unity, when ſeated on an Earthly 
be © Throne. For ever live, thou generous Prince, 
that had'ſt a due regard to all the Elect Souls of 
le. Cbriſts Holy Catholick Church, were they of 
% never ſo many different Opinions or Perſwaſions: 
for ever Triumph and ſing aloud the Praiſes of 
thy Eternal Creatour, O thou victorious General 
in the highelt Sphere of the Upper Regions: 
>} in return thee the Tribute of Thanks, when 1 
PN © meet thee there; but would to God I had dyd 


u'll © for thee, O thou Darling of Heaven and Delight 
na) © of Mankind, ſo that thou mighteſt have done 
©.Y © ſomething more amongſt us, fr the Cauſe of 
MF © God and True Religion: Oh that thou had'ſt 
2 ſway d the Scepters of theſe Three Noble King- 


* doms, as many Years as thou lived'ſt Days, with 
' great Renown and happy Succeſs! But why 
' ſhouldI repine at thy good Fortune, and think 
chou art gone to Reſt too ſoon! Be it to thee, as 

the Omnipotent God of his Infinite Wiſdom has 
thought fit, O thou Saviour of Great Britain; 

' dwellin the Manſions of endleſs Bliſs and Glory, 


L1 3 thou 


i * 
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thou common Father of all thy People; celebrate « q 
the Praiſes of the King of Heaven to Eternal Ages, 
O thou Divine Inſtrument ordain'd for the Pro- 
* teftion of diſtreſſed Princes and States; for ever 
* reſt from thy Labours thou Mighty Monarch, the « 
truth of whoſe unparallel'd Heroick Acts the Ri « ( 
ver Boyn will teſtity, as long as its rapid Stream « 
run into the boundleſs Ocean, or the whole « « 
© Globe of the Univerſe abides in its natural Situa- « 
tion; for to thy everlaſting Praiſe be it ſpoken, 
© no mortal Prince was ever fit to be compared 
with thee, neither ſhall any in future Ages equal 
thy Merit, O thou moſt loving and beloy'd King. 
* Art thou remov'd from an Earthly Camp to a 
Heavenly Station; haſt thou left a fading Crown 
for an immarceſcible Diadem, or a Temporal Gra- 
* tification of Popular Applauſe, for an Eternal Re- 
ward amidft the Exge's of the Celeſtial Hoſt? In- 
* deed the Exchange is tranſcendently advantagious 
*tothee; but we muſt lament our Loſs with a De- 
. © Inge of brackiſh Tears, and ſhall never be able to 
* chear up our fainting Souls, but with the hopes 
that thy Royal Siſter Anne, now our moſt Graci- 
* ous Soveraign Lady, will at length wipe off Sor- 
. * row from our mournſul Hearts, and drive away 
Fears and Jealoufies from our drooping Spirits, by 
* adminiſtring a noble Balſom to diſſenting Minds, 
in order to heal our ſad Diviſions, and at the ſame 
time ſupporting the Eſtabliſh'd Church; which 
God of his Infinite Mercy preſerve as long as the 
sun and Moon indure: Nevertheleſs, may all the 
 high-fHown corrupt Members of it forſake its pure 
Communion to turn Tur, Jews and Infidels; or 
elſe let them come to the Temper of Chriſt and 
bis Apoſtles, ſo as to be ready at all ane 15 
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« dially to imbrace their Diſſenting Brethren with 
Chriſtian Love and unfeigned Charity; and in- 
« deed it grieves me to the very Heart, that I am 
ford to own, There is a Tribe of unſound Pro- 
© feſſours hanging on the Skirts of the Orthodox 
Church of Eneland, who as it were ſo many hiſ- 
ſing Serpents, ſerve only to ſcare away Religious 
souls and tender Conſciences from ent'ring with- 

in its Pale. | 
If ſuch emphatical Expreſſions, Prayers and Re- 
flections as are above-recited, may be thought to 
proceed from the Genius of a poor illiterate well- 
meaning Peaſant ; then what Divine Tranſports 
may be expected from a wealthy, learned and fin- 
cere Chriſtian, who has withdrawn himſelf froma 
noiſy tumultuous City, to live and die in a delight- 
ful Solitude? This Confideration fairly leads me 
as it were by the Hand to the ſecond Article pro- 
posd, which is to ſhew, How comfortably and 
deliciouſly thoſe Perſons may live in the Country, 
who are bleſs'd with ſuch certain Incomes, as may 
be ſufficient for the defraying of all neceſſary Ex- 
pences, during their Pilgrimage in this Vale of 
Tears. I might here inlarge very far on this Theme, 
and make many particular Remarks ; as to ſhew 
the reſpective Conduct that ought to be us'd by 
Emperours, Kings, Princes, Dukes, Marqueſſes, 
Farls, Lords andall other Orders of Men, who 
are inrich'd with Heaps of yellow Duſt, or 
Baggs of Silver-oar; but being reſolv'd to keep 
this ſhort Tract within the uſual bounds. of a Fa- 
mily-book, I ſhall reduce them all to one Denomi- 
nation, without any diſtinction of Perſons; ſince 
we are all the Children of Mortality, and in a 
ſhort ſpace of Time muſt be brought to the ſame 
| . Level 


. * 
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Level in the Grave ; where there 1s no difference 
between the Scull of Alexander the Great and that 
of poor Irus, nor any diſtinguiſhing mark between 
the Duſt of a moſt potent Prince, and that of the 
meaneſt of his Subjects. 

But before I proceed, I deſire none may miſtake 
me ſo far as to imagine I am about to affirm, That 
every noble and opulent Perſon is oblig'd by the 
Divine or Humane Laws to live a ſolitary Life; 
ſince in that reſpe& every individual Chriſtian is 
apparently left to his own choice to act as he ſhall 
think fit; ſo that my preſent Dehgn is only to de- 
liver my private Sentiments, as I have done in o- 
ther Caſes; aſſuring the Courtcous Reader, I have 
ſo mean an Opinion of my own Abilictes, that if 
any oppoſe the Reaſons alledg'd in theſe Diſcourſes 
of a Country-Life, or any others contain'd in this 
Treatiſe, 1 (hall readily leave them to the Judg- 
ment of the Pious and Wiſe, and ſtand or fall by 
their Deciſion. In the mean while, I cannot but 
look upon thoſe as the moſt happy Souls in this 
lower World, who incorporate themſelves into 
little Societies, and retire to a convenient Solitude, 
living according to the Rules and Inſtructions here- 
after laid down; that is to ſay, to make choice 
of a pleaſant Seat at ſome diſtance from a Metro- 
politan City or populous Town, in order to ſpend 
the remains of Life in Praiſing the Soveraign Lord 
of the Univerſe, magnifying his Holy Name, and 
Contemplating the admirable Works of Creation 
and Providence. For what can be more delight- 
ful tothe Body, and raviſhing to the Soul, than to 
enter into Fellowſhip with forty or fifty Devout 
and Julicious Chriſtians, who have joyn'd their 
Stocks, as it were a ſingle Perſon's Inheritance and 
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live together after the manner of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, in perfect Love, Unity and Concord; 
daily ſhewing the fruits of all ſorts of Good 
Works -" | 

Thefe are they that ſpend their precious Time, 
not in Idlenefs and Luxury, but in Prayer and 
lawful Exercifes ; not in a careleſs and wanton De- 
meanour, but in a ſerious and diligent Watch up- 
on their Inclinations ; not in vain and looſe Diſ- 
courſes, bur in Divine and Heavenly Contempla- 
tions; not in the admiration of Airy Phantomes 
and Senſual Pleaſures, but in a mortify'd Life and 
crucity'd Affections; not in reading profane Ro- 
mances and telling idle impertinent Tales, but in 
ſearching the Scriptures, and thoroughly examin- 
ing the ſtate of their Souls; not in Pride, Ambiti- 
on and Haughtineſs of Spirit, but in Humility, 
Charity, and lowlineſs of Mind, not in ſtretching 
their Bodies on Ivory-couches cover'd with the 
ſofteſt Down-cuſhions, and in ranging about the 
ſhady Groves to gratify a carnal Appetite, but in 
kneeling on Stra- haſſocks, and admiring the won- 
derful Works of the Almighty in the ſpacious 
Plains; not in hunting the wild Boar, the Roe- 
buck and the fallow Deer, but in Running, Fight- 
ing and Striving for a Diadem, a Crown and a 
Scepter that never fade away; not in a drouſy Le- 
thargy of Security, or an over- fond ſinful deſire of 
living longer here on Earth, than the All-wiſe 
Creatour has appointed, but in a lively Senſe of 
Religious Duties, and a reſigned willingneſs to 
depart, whenever the Great God ſhall think fit to 
ſend a Summons to appear before his Heavenly 
Tribunal; not in Gluttony, Riotouſneſs and exceſs 
in Drinking, but in hung'ring and thirſting after 
FE AKighre⸗ 
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Rightgpuſneſs; not in ſumptuous and gaudy 
Cloathing, but in wearing plain and decent Ap- 
rel: To conclude, not in making needleſs un- 
profitable Viſits, and treacherous Compliments, 
but in renewing earneſt Entreaties to Repentance, 
and ſpeaking Truth from the bottom of the Heart, 
ROE any Mental Reſervation or reſpect of Per- 
ons. WE 

This is the Courſe of Life I would propoſe to 
every ſincere Chriſtian, who is deſirous to ſpend 
his Days in a ſolitary Retirement, and have his 
Converſation in Heaven, during his abode here 
on Earth: By ſuch a Practice we fhall imitate our 
firſt Progenitor Adam in his ſtate of Innocency, 
who was plac'd in a Garden by the Divine Wiſ- 
dom; which may be ſufficient to intimate, That 
private Solitude ought to be preferr'd to publick 
Imployment, even tho it were in the Courts of 
Princes; ſince by means of the former, we ſhall 
be brought to the enjoyment of ſuch Angelical 
Pleaſures of Mind, as are known to none but a 
mortify'd Spirit : For what can be more delight- 
ful to a Soul inſpir'd with Seraphick Love, than 
to take its final leave of Folly, and pals the reſidue 
of this mortal State about ſixty Miles out of Town 
in a ſpacious Manſion-houſe moated about on all 
fides with running Streams, whoſe filent Floats 
glide on apace towards the purling Brooks, the 
n of which refreſh the thirſty Mea- 
dows with over-flowing Tides twice every Month, 
occaſion d by the influence of the Moon, that mo- 
deſt Light of Heaven: An Houle the Floor of 
whoſe outward Courts is laid with Purbeek-ſtone, 
and inviron'd with a Palliſado'd Fertte, over- 
| ſpread with the clinging Ivy and twining 179 90 
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ſuckle ; the fragrant Smells and ſpreading Leaves 
of which are of ſufficient force to ſtrike the wea- 
ry d Traveller into an Ecſtaſy of Admiration; e- 
ſpecially when he beholds a Paflage leading to the 


inner Courts ſo pleaſing to the Eye, eaſy to the 


Tread, and reviving to the Animal Spirits, as to 
make him cry out to this efſect: 

Oh happy People that inhalt fo delightful a 
Seat, and take a daily turn in ſo fine a Walk; but 
* how much more bleſs'd in regard that they are 
* freed from all the cares of Humane Life, and have 


nothing elſe to do but to ſerve their God with 


* ſincerity of Heart in ſo lovely a Shade, ſecluded | 
* from all the empty Sounds of Sin, and fleering 

* Fawns of the Britiſb Court! For here are no jan- 

* gling Bells to ring a noiſy Peal upon the acceſſi- 

* on of a Popiſh Prince to the Imperial Throne of 
three noble Kingdoms; no fooliſh Ranters to I- 

* magine, That a Monarch of the Romiſb Perſwaſion 

* would ever be induc'd to maintain the intereſt of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church: No Standards diſplay d 
nor Cannons roaring; no artificial Fire- works and 
Illuminations accompany'd with Peals of Thun- 
* der and flaſhes of Lightning from Heaven, to 
* proclaim the Birth of a pretended Prince of Wales; 
no frantick Brains to preach up Non-reſiſtance, 
nor clamourous Mouths to plead for Paſſive O- 
* bedience; no reviling of Superiours, nor mur- 
* muring at the peaceable Reigns of K. ing Milliam 
III. and Queen Aune I. who hazarded all that was 
dear to them in defending the true Catholick Faith. 
No Feſtival days to treat a Popiſh Nuncio, nor 
' ſumptuous Feaſts at the Court of Rome to enter- 
' taina newAmbaſſadour from a converted Prince; 


no Cloſeting to deſtroy the election of a free Par- 
” i liament 
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© liament, in order to aboliſh the Penal Laws and 
© Teſt, and no flattering Addreſſes to deceive acre- 
* dulous Monarch; no Royal Duke betray'd by x 
* treacherous Earl, no Bill of Attainder paſs d for 
* his Execution, nor Reward of 500 J. to ſeize on 
bis Vluſtrious Perſon; no arbitrary illegal Pro- 
* ceedings, nor bloudy Chancellour to adjudge 
poor harmleſs Souls to the Gibbet. 

No miſmanagement of State- affairs to compaſs 
a baſe Deſign, nor Armies rais'd or recruited with 
Foreign Forces in time of Peace to keep the Land 
in awe; no Popiſh Recuſants advanc'd to the 
* higheſt ſtations in Church and State, nor Prote- 
© ſtant Noble-men diſcountenanc'd ; no reverend 
* Biſhop degraded for refuſing to ſuſpend an ex- 
* cellent Divine, without a Legal Hearing. norDecla- 
ration of [Indulgence commanded to be read in.the 
| * Pariſh-Courches,to authorize a cruel Train in pro- 
| © moting their errorneous Principles and worſe Pra- 
| *Rices; no orthodox Prelates confin d in the Tower 
*far making an Addreſs to their Liege Lord in an 
{ *humblesStyle,nor privateCabals call 'd to provetheir 
| © Speech Seditious ; no 20 Warranto's iſſu d out a- 
| *oain{tCity-Charters,noMandamys's ſent for the ad- 
| © miſſion of unqualify'd Perſons into the beſt Col- 
| ©leges in the Univerſities, nor forcible ejecting o- 
| © ther worthy Preſidents and Fellows out of their 
* rightfal Poſſeſſions; no Tumults or hideous Out- 
* cries by Day, nor amazing Night-fears of Iriſh 
| © Invaders: On the contrary, every thing is here 
| * profoundly ſtill, and becalm d by the gentle Breez- 
| © cs of the raſtling Winds, which ſend forth a far 
more refreſhing Gale than all the boiſterous Blaſts 
| © of a vicious Courſe. 
| Is this the Language of a wayfaring Chriſtian, 

| | who 


Ae TT 8 28 „ CD . 2 


who only ſtay d to take a ſlight view of this noble 
Seat, as he paſs d by; then what muſt be the Style of 
one that has diſpos d of his whole Eſtate to live 
within its Walls? An Houſe where many Righte- 
ous dwell paſſing the Spring of every Year, in con- 
templating the Wonders of a new Creation and 
always taking care to obſerve the Rules of Heaven. 
O joyful Hour (may ſuch a one (ay) when I firſt 
* retir'd hither to end my days in peace! Oh hap- 
* py Life to me, that reſide under the Covert of 
* theſe delicate Shades ; riſing to the Midnight- 
Prayers, when the little tinkling Bell rings an a- 
* wak'ning Peal, to rouſe up my drowſy Soul, and 
* ſweetly chimes me in to the adjacent Oratory 
* where [ may hear this admirable Form of Prayer! 
0 thou infinitely Glorious and All-wiſe Soveraign Be- 
ing, who inhabiteſt the higheſt Regions, we thy choſen 
Servants here on Earth, are come to wait on thee in 
Prayer, whilſt Sinners take their fill of Senſual Plea- 
ſures and drone away the fleeting Nights in a ſluggiſh 
Sleep. O thou Eternal King of Glory, let the Words 
of our Mouths and the Meditations of our Hearts aſ- 
cend to the Throne of thy Grace, before the riſing Sun 
adorns the Neighbouring Plains with its radiant Lu- 
ſtre, or ſends its early Harbingers to diſperſe the glim- 
mering miſts of Darkneſs, or warns the Morning- 
Clouds to fly away. O thou who never ſlumbereſt 
nor ſleepeſt raiſe up our timely Thoughts to that Light 
which is inacceſſible to a mortal Eye, and cannot be 
attain'd to by the funt Wiſhes of a learned Rabbin, 
who makes his Addreſſes to thee with flowers of Elo- 
quence and an affected Style, whilſt his Mind is filF'd 
with airy Fancies and extravagant Notions which can 
never make an atonement for Sin, or appeaſe the juſt 
Wrath of an offended Deity. 7 7130 
But 


But we meekly proſtrate our ſelves at the foot-ſtool 
of thy Glorious - tokggred bended knees, — 
and relenting Hearts, to implore thy Divine Mercy, 
and crave a free Pardon for all the wilful and unad- 
viſed Tranſereſſrons of Life : We come to thee, O thou 
Father of Heaven, not relying on our own Worth or 
Excellency, but pleading the Merits of our dear Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, whoſe precious Blond is 
Sufficient to cleanſe and purify us from all the ſtains of 
Sin: We ſee no glimpſe © Light but here and there 4 
elittering Star, and a Wax-taper, which ſends forth 
its leſſer Blaze, from a gilded Sconce, much like<a 
Glow-worm, or the Pale-fac'd Moon, when as yet but 
four days old. But that refulgent Ray which we ſeck 
for, is the Divine Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit O 
give us ſuch an aſſurance of thy more immediate Pre- 
ſence, that we may experimentally know, how great a 


Privilege it is to attend before the Gates of Heaven 


at 4 ſeaſon when profane Reprobates are turning the 
Night into Day, by carouſing it with their full Bowls 
of ruddy Wine. 


be contiuually chanting forth the Praiſes of a 
* moſt indulgent Heavenly Father and ſetting out 
the loving-kindneſs of the Lord in a delightful 
Solitude; where no Eye ſees but that of the great 
* Fehovah who inhabits Eternity, beyond the Star- 
* ry Sky, and ſhines with an infinitely more reſplen- 
* dent Luſtre than the glaring Beams of ten thou- 
* ſand material Suns! O cry aloud my Soul, and 
* bleſs the Name of the moſt amiable Jeſus, for 
* conveying thy more ſublime Meditations to the 
center of all thy Felicity, at that inſtant of Time, 
'* when the Royal Prophet us'd to pour out his 
„ Supplications to the Almighty for the pardon dd 
| hi 


Oh ſweet Repaſt, O Seraphick Imployment, to 
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* hjs. crying Sins and foul Miſdeeds. Then exult 

O my Soul, and be tranſported with unſpeaka- 

dle Joy, that thou can t wing thy Defires aloft 

„at the twelfth Hour of cvery Night, and com- 

- | © mane with thy (elf, whilſt ſtupid Drones are 

1 * ſtretching their pamper d. Limbs on Down- beds, 

* without a ſerious thought of a boundleſs Eter- 

4 *nity, which will never end, but inceſſantly glide 

on co afflict thoſe miſerable Souls, that fooliſhly 

f * {quander away the precious Seaſons of Grace, in 

* 8 © thedozing ſlumber of carnal Security. If this is 

to be my imployment, in the firſt Watch of eve- 

very Night during my abode on Earth; then what 

* reaſon have Ito aſcribe, all Honour, Might, Ma- 

zjeſty and Dominion to the Eternal King of Hea- 

ven, the God of my Salvation, who has ſo lov- 

* ingly wean'd my Soul from a noiſy World, and 

provided an habitation for me, among the Heirs 

* of the Nem- Jeruſalem in ſo delectable a Solitude, 

where all my inclinations to Sin are ſupprelſs'd 

and my Love of Vice allay d. 
I come now to the third and laſt Article above- 

mention d, which is to ſhew how beneficial . ſuch. 

x Courſe of Holy Living would prove to the King- 

dom in general, and to every private Family in 

particular. Religion and Induſtry are undoubted- 

ly the main Pillars that ſupport any Nation and 

the chiefeſt Ornaments of a Chriſtian People; but 

profaneneſs and Sloth naturally tend to the de- 

{tration of every Body Politick and the overthrow. 


4 of all Humane Societies; as it will more fully ap- 
r pear, if we take a little pains in ſearching into the 
- Records of Holy Writ and peruſing the Chronicles | 


5 of the World. And indeed, my only Deſign in 
P treating of the Pleaſures of a Country-Lite, was; 


(if 
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(if it were poſſible) to bring Wandering Minds 
to the love of Retirement; tor what more advan- 
tagious Propoſal could I make to the Land of 
my Nativity, than that all Orders and Degrees of 
Men ſhould act in their ſeveral Stations, after the 
ſame manner as the Planets thoſe noble Heavenly 
Rulers move in their diſtinct Orbs with a regular 
Courſe ? And by what more effectual means can 
this matter be accompliſh'd, than the Expedient 
already offer d to your Conlideration ; that is to 
ſay, that the Nobility and Gentry, with others 
who enjoy a conſiderable portion of the Bleſſings 
of this World, ſhould retire from Secular Affairs, 
devoting themſelves altogether to the Studies of a 
Godly,Righteous and Sober Life; whilſt thoſe of 
a meaner Fortune are diligent in following ſome 
lawful Trade or Calling in a populous City or Town 
Corporate, or elſe inure their Bodies to hard Labour 
in a healthful and pleaſant Country. 
Then we may expect to flouriſh in the midſt of 
Plenty, and attain to happineſs en the hither ſide of 
the Grave: Then all the Inhabitants of Great Britain 
may cry out, O fruitful Soil, and bleſſed People, where e- 
very individual Perſon is anſwering the wiſe ends of his 
Creation! Then loathſome Sin would ſpread out its 
fluttering Wings in order to take a ſpeedy flight, and 
with regret, bid the Iſland an everlaſting Farewel ; fo 
that there would be no Deſperado's left to deny the 
Being of a ſupreme Deity, or call in queſtion the 
Word of undoubted Truth; no diſſolute Perſons 
to withdraw their hopes from Heaven, or aſſign 
| their time to Vice; none to put their truſt in vain 
Man more than in the Eternal God, or to dread the 
| threats of a frail Mortal, rather than the Judg- 


ments of the Omnipotent King of Glory; none 0 
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be proud or haughty, looſe or profane ; none to 
be ſtubborn or peeviſh, ſlothful or wanton; none 
to be ignorant or vain-glorious, impertinent or re- 
miſs ; none to be haſty in Paſſion, or of a heady 
Spirit ; none to be intemperate or prodigal, cove- 
tous or greedy ; none to be infected with a wilful 
Errour, or to run into a groſs Miſtake; none to 
gaze with a wanton Eye, or ſquint with an immo- 
deſt Glance; none to (tir up Rebellions, or raiſe 
needleſs Diſputes z none to cenſure a Neighbour, 
or prove falſe to a Friend : In a word, by this 
means we {hould be deliver'd from all Evil and en- 
abled to ſpend the remaius of a ſhort Life in a moſt 
delightful Retirement from the Courts of Vice and 
Folly: - | 
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C H AP. XXVII. 


The wretched Condition and hideous Cries of the 
Danmed, when ſentenc'd to Everlaſting Pains, by 
the juſt Judgment of God. "A 


O ſooner ſhall the Elements melt with fervent 
VN Heat, at the Great and Terrible Day of the 
Lord, but the laſt Trump will ſound, the Dead 
will ariſe, and all the numerous Generations of 
Mankind z to receive a juſt Sentence, according to 
their Works done in the Fleſh ; that is to ſay, 
The Righteous ſhall be adjudg'd to Everlaſting 
Joys, and the Wicked to endleſs Pains : So that 
as ſoon as the heavy Doom is paſs d upon Obſti- 
nate Sinners, they'll burſt out into moſt latnentable 
Exclamations and hideous Out-cries: —_.,\\ 
Amongſt others Pontius Pilate may thus expreſs |. 
: M m bimſelf 
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himſeff: es this the Holy Jeſas, whom] ſo raſhly 
| - Condemn'd at a Temporal Bar, ſome thouſand 
* Years agon, without the leaſt Cauſe of Guilt) 
* Oh that I had never breath'd in a free Air, or 
been annihilated in that very Moment, when the 
Giddy- headed Crowd proclaim'd me Judge of 
this Immaculate Lamb! Lord, what egregious 
* Folly was that which ſeiz'd my diſtracted Brain, 
in Crucifying thee, the Soveraign Prince of Hes 
vea, whom I couid not but believe to be a Juſt 
* Perſon, if not agreat Prophet, and altogether in- 
*nocent of thoſe Crimes that were laid to thy 
* charge by a Rude ungovernable Multitude ! Oh 
* wretched Caitiff that I am, whom no Warning 
* would reclaim, or Tears entreat, tho trom the 
beloved Wife of my Boſom, who plainly told 
me what ſhe {uffer'd in a Dream, upon account of 
* the Almighty Saviour of- the World! Whoſe 
Conduct can I blame but my own, that I am now 
going to ſtumble on the dark Mountains of Deſpair 
to Eternal Ages? 0 
* Is this the Redeemer of Mankind (ay the ſtiff- 
* necked Jews then cry out) whom we would have 
* to dye a moſt painful and ignominious Death, 
© without anyAccuſation but what was brought by a 
© pack of ſuborn'd falſe Witneſſes ? Behold here he 
its as an Omnipotent God, whom we purſu'd as 
* a vile Malefactor, to the Field of Bloud with im- 
* placable Hatred and outragious Cruelty ! Is this 
© he, whom we cad Impoſtor, with the greateſt 
*Dcteſtation, and accounted as one of the worlt 
* of Devils? Is this that Jeſus, whom we nail'd 
to the tormenting Croſs, with Iron-ſpikes, giving 
© him Gal} and Vinegar to drink, even at that ve- 
* ry inſtant, when great drops of Bloud triekl'« 


* down 
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« down the accurſed Tree like ſtreams of a Crim- 
« ſon-dye, from his freſh Wounds, to make an a- 
tonement for this our ſtupendious Folly 2 Come 
« on ye Rocks and Mountains, with all the haſte 
« that may be, to hide ns from the ſight of the 
incensꝰ d Lamb, and to ſecure us from our de- 
« ſerv'd Doom; ſince we have nothing to plead in 
our own Defence, but muſt cry out Guilty, to 
« the utmoſt duration of Eternity : For were it poſ- 
« ſible that we could be admitted within the re- 
ſplendent Gates of the New Jeruſalem, our enor- 
mous Crimes would ſoon eclipſe thoſe dazzling 
Rays of Glory, and (if it were poſſible) even 
© tempt the Saints of God to riſe up in Rebellion a- 
gainſt their Soveraign Creatour. | 

* Is this my Lord and Maſter (ray perfidions Ju- 
* das ſay) whom I once ſo baſely betray'd with a 
* Kiſs, for the gain of thirty pieces of Silver? O 
* my treacherous Soul, where ſhall I hide thee from 
' the rage of his fiery Indignation 2 How ſhall I 
* eſcape an exemplary Puniſhment for ſo hainous 
* a Crime, or by what means may-I convey thee 
from amidſt theſe accurſed Spirits who are con- 
© ign'd to Everlaſting Horrour? Now I reflect 
with the utmoſt regret, on the moment when 
Life was firſt infus d into my throbbing Breaſt; 
and wiſh the Hour had never been, when 1 de- 
*liver'd up the Son of God to his cruel Enemies, 
and caus'd him to fall a Victim to my ſordid A- 
* varice. Is this the ſo long expected Meſ/izs (may 
* the haughty Scribes and Phariſees cry out) whom + 
e look d upon with diſdain, as a vile Wretch, 
' altogether unworthy of our Converſation. Oh 


the pride of our Hearts, and the vanity of our 


Minds, for not believingin this Ever-bieſſed Sa- 
Mm 2 
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viour, becauſe he came not in a triumphant 
manner ſurrounded with innumerable Guards of 
Angels, and Legions of Glorify'd Spirits, to take 
Vengeance of his Temporal Enemies! Oh foo- 
* liſh Creatures that we were, ſcornfully to rejed 
him, becauſe he did not go about to make us 
great and mighty on Earth, but humbled himſelf 
© more like the meaneſt Slave than a Soveraign 
« Prince ! O ſtupid Folly and unaccountable Mad. 
* neſs, to be fo far enamour'd with the product of 
© our Own vain Imaginations, and the empty Gran- 
* deur of a fading Life, as not to be ſenſible, That 
bis Kingdom was not of the lower World, but 
© Eternal in the Heavens! Alaſs, for this our fad 
© Miſtake, we muſt now immediately depart from 
© his Glorious Preſence into utter Darkneſs during 
an endle(s Night of Oblivion, and inceſſantly la- 
ment our wretched State, for an infinite num- 
ber of Ages! i 

Then the ungodly Tribes of falſe-hearted Hy- 
pocrites may break forth into ſuch Expreſſions as 
theſe : © Is this the Son of the Ever-living God, 
* whoſe Sacred Goſpel we formerly us d as a Cloak 
to cover our vile Abominations from the Eyes of 
© an undiſcerning World; but now to our ſhame 
© the fine Vizard is pull'd off, and we appear in our 
© natural Dreſs to the ſight of the numerous Hoſts 
of Heaven? Oh unhappy Day, when we var- 
© niſh'd over all our flagitious Acts, with the plau- 
e ſible pretences of Religion ! What a curſed Time 
* was that, when we made long Prayers only with 
* an intent to compaſs our vicious Deſigns, and 
make them bear the Standard-mark of Vertue: 
ut alaſs, by endeavouring to impoſe upon ſhort- 
ſighted Men, we have miſerably decerv'd our 
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on Souls for ever, and mult forthwith be ba- 
«niſh'd from the Preſence of an All-ſeeing God, 
« who has eſpy d us out in Sin, and has now allot- 
© ted us our rege amidſt Damned Reprobates in 
the lower Regions! How fatal a Thought was 
that to our Souls, when we vainly hop'd to de- 
© Jude the Three Glorious Perſons of the Omnipo- 
© tent Godhead, as well as a Company of frail in- 
« conſiderable Mortals : For this our preſumptu- 
© ous Folly, we muſt wander about the Infernal 
« Shades, to the unlimited Date of a boundleſs E- 
* ternity ; where our notorious Guilt will appear 
as a Puniſhment too heavy to be born. | 
The Covetous Worldling may likewiſe cry out : 
Now I plainly ſee the diſinal Effects of rejecting 
* the kind Invitations of a dying Saviour, who 
once offer'd Mercy to me, upon Condition | 
* would take pity of his poor diſtreſſed Members: 
* Avoid his Preſence, my rocky Soul, and glide 
down the Stream of his Vengeance; ſince thou 
* uſeſt to turn back from the craving Wants of ne- 
* ceflitous Mortals, and would'ſt hear none of their 
* mournful Cries, tho attended with a For Jeſus 
* ſake. Is this the Redeemer of the World, (ay 
* the Serpentine Brood of Slanderers ſay) whoſe 
* Divine Laws we refus'd to obey, and would have 
none of his Reproof ? Oh fatal Day, when we 
*usdall our Wit and Sagacity to reproach the Go- 
* ſpel of the Ever- bleſſed Jeſus, by intailing a Scan- 
*dal on his Saints, and blemiſhing the Reputation 
* of our Neighbours upon the ſandy bottom 
* of a flying Report, or a vain ſurmiſe of our own 
© rancourous Brain! O falſe Tongues of ours, what 
* Satisfa&tion can we now make the Supreme Judge, 
for wreſting ſo precious a Jewel from the Inno- 
Am 3 * cent, 
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cent, and expoſing them to the devouring Flame 
of malicious Calumny; or what Sentence can v. 
expect to receive, but an equitable Retribution 
for the wounding ſtings of virulent Slander} 
* What advantage have we now gain'd by all out 
* opprobrious Language, ſly Infinuations and un: « 
© chriſtiart Cenſures, which we ſounded forth like: 
* ſhrill Trumpet, in every Converſation againſt thi 
* Failings of others? Oh that we had been ſtruck 
* Dumb, in that very moment, when we firſt learn 
* the Devil's Speech of caſting Reproaches upon 
| *©Perſons more excellent than our felves! Indeed, 
ve then thought ita fine Accompliſhment to ob 
lige the Inquiſitive with a large Account of new- 
coin d Forgeries; affirming, That one was of 1 
more acute Wit than honeſt Morals; that ano- 
ther was Ill natur d, Peeviſh and Moroſe ; a third 
* Perſon, Haughty, Arrogant and Ambitious ; 1 
fourth, Licentious, Prodigal and Diſſolute; a 
fifth, Covetous, Mean-ſpirited and Sordid ; 1 
* ſixth, Gaudy, Fantaſtical and Fooliſh ; a ſeventh, 
* Profane, Scandalous and Stubborn; an eighth, 
© Sottiſh, Beaſtly and Riotous; a ninth, Cenſori. 
* ous, Ungrateful and Vindictive. 

Thus we ſquander'd away our precious Mi- 

* nutes in ſpreading falſe Reports againſt ſuch a 
never did us wrong: How happy would our pre- © 
ſent Condition be, had our Tongues run as quick I © 
in Prayer to a Crucity'd Jeſus, as it ſome time 
did to reproach and vilify our Neighbour ; then 

© we might have worn the white Robes of his 

* Righteouſneſs, and have ſtood on the Right 
Hand of this our Judge; but now our amazd 

- Souls and diſtracted Bodies muſt immediately 

* ſneak away from his Glorious Preſence, and wa | 

| der 
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ger about on the Borders of Eternal Ruin; where 
« we ſhall ſeek for Death, with the greateſt impa- 
© tience, but ſhall never be able to find it: Howe- 
«yer ere we depart from the Throne of the Di- 
ouM* vine Juſtice, we'll ingenuouſly acknowledge our 
un own Vileneſs, proclaiming our ſelves the worſt 
ke 2M* of Sinners, for ſtaining the pure Garments of Ver- 
the tue, and reviling ſpotleſs Souls, with whiſpering 
uckW*« Defamations and clamorous Calumnies. O mi- 
un ſerable Wretches that we now are, and muſt be 
po for ever, for ſetting at nought the Righteous, 
ed caſting odious Aſperſions upon the Followers of 
oba Meck Jeſus, for a few Miſtakes relating to Points 
ew of Divine Worſhip : We look'd upon it as a 
f 2M « commendable Practice, to bring an Odium upon 
no: Chriſt's Holy Religion, and to belch out Vollies 
rd © of ſcandalous Expreſſions againſt the ſincere Pra- 
% © Ctitioners of it: We are that accurſed Train, 
_ 1M* which without the leaſt Injury offer'd to our Per- 
; 2M © ſons, us'd to diſperſe falſe Tales of ſuch as we « 
th, knew to be circumſpect in their Lives, and ſted- 
th, faſt in adorning the Doctrine of God their Saviour 
ri all things. 

Noa what could be the Reaſon of all theſe 
Mi-W extravagant Courſes, but that our corrupt Nature 
was ſo averſe to Picty, that we felt as it were a 
re- ¶ © ſecret tranſport of Pleaſure in diſgorging our per- 
ick © nicious Venom, againſt its true Profeſſours, or 
me ſuch as run counter to our private Opinions: 
nen © For when we could find no juſt matter to ſcan- 
his dalize their Perſons, our uſual method was to 
zht Wl «© raiſe a flight of needleſs Arguments againſt their 
2d particular way of Worſhip: So that if at any 
ey time, we had vainly baptiz d our ſelves Members 
aof the Eſtabliſh'd Church, we toak the liberty to 
der Mm 4 ſtigma- 
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. ſtigmatize all ſorts of Difſenters with the odio 
Mark of Schiſmaticks or Fanatick Knaves ; on the 
* other hand, if we had once eſpous'd the Cauſec 
* thecontrary Party, then we were ready to brand 
* thoſe of the Engliſb Communion, with the op 
* probrious Terms of ſuperſtitious Zealots and Po 
* piſhly affected Bigots. Oh curſed Day, when we 
* ftrenuouſly maintain'd, That whoever did no 
© chime in with our Party in all its modes of Wor: 
* ſhip, were utterly undone for ever, tho' the At 
© ticles of their Faith bore the Standard-mark 6 
© Sacred Writ! And indeed, whenever we reflect oi 
* theſe our vile Reproaches and ſcandalous Aſper. 
ſions upon Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church in ge 
© neral and the particular Members of it, we can 
not but own our Damnation to be juſt; ſo tha 
* we muſt now unavoidably tide it down th: 
Stream of endleſs Miſery, and lament the folly o 
© our virulent Tongues,in the Regions of Horrou 
and grand Deſpair, to millions and millions of 
Ages. —_ 
Fs this the Jeſus of the Chriſtian Nations, (s 
* the Aſſeſſors of an Eaſtern Pariſh without the City 
* Liberties ſay) and have we been ſo remiſs in ob 
< ſerving his Divine Precepts? Then how juſt i 
* the Sentence, and irrecoverable our Loſs, upo 
account of all the Abominations of a long Life, 
* beſides that we are in a more miſerable Conditi: 
on than any other Tribe of Sinners! For if there 
© be any place in the Infernal Pit more horribl: 
© than another, it muſi of neceſſity be our Portion; 
* becauſe we ſo notoriouſly prevaricated in the 
© Year 1702, when we laid our Hands on the 84. 
© cred Volume of the Divine Oracies, and ſolemn. 
* ly took the following Oath : Yon ſhall Swear, pi 
| 2H 


odd truly, diligently ani faithfully to perform and 
thei — Duty of an Aſſeſſor ; ard: to cauſe the Rates 


ind Duties "as be charged upon 22 Trade, 2 

it Intereſt, Pemſſons, Annuities, Stipends, Profeſſiont, 
Yffces, NS he the Perſonal Duty of Four Halles, 
purſuant to the AF of Parliament made and paſſed, in 
the firſt Year of her Majeſty's Reign, in that behalf to 
be duely and fully Aſſeſſed, arcording to the beſt of 
our chill and judgment, and therein to ſpare no Per- 


Aron, for Favour or Aﬀe#ion, nor any grieve for Ha- 
& ofMiired or [11-will : So help you God. Inſtead of mvie- 
t ol lably keeping this Sacred Oath, and maintaining 
per the Golden Rule of doing to others, a we wonld be 


done by; we diſcover'd our Hatred, Malice and 
* Revenge towards thoſe whom we vainly fancy'd 
to be our Enemies, or not concern'd with us in 
Trade, by Aſſeſſing them to the utmoſt Farthing, 
and favouring our intimate Friends and known 
* Dealers, m ſuch a diſtinguiſhing manner, that 
even the giddy-brain'd Multitude cry'd us down, 
as a Pack of arrant Knaves unworthy to bear the 
Name of Chriſtians. i 

* But one of the greateſt Crimes for which we 
* are deſervedly caſt at the Tribunal of the moſt 
„High, is our appearing ih Publick, as Rebels a- 
* cainſt Chriſt and his reveal'd Religion, more eſ- 


ife © pecially by oppreſſing a Perſon, who to our 
diti knowledge made it the chief buſineſs of his Life, 
hen © to reform the abuſes of the Age; endeavourings 
ble © (as far as it was in his Power) to promote the 


Glory of God by facilitating the Converſion of 


th © Souls, and cauſing conſiderable Summs of Money 
> Szſ8 © to be rais'd from time to time by the Evening- | 
mu Collections, for the Educating of ſtraggling Youth 
wel © and placing ont thoſe of tender Years and mean- 
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* er Fortunes to lawful Imploys. Oh curſed Day 
to us, when we vilify'd him, and forſwore our 
ſelves, in the face of the whole Town; by ra- 
ting him for a ſmall Stock, higher than any other 
* Inhabitant of the Britiſh Iſle, except one, who 
freely offer d to contribute ſo much out of his 
* own Generoſity, and whoſe Effects amounted to 
* above twenty times the Value! And we preſum d 
to act ſo unjuſtly, althò at the ſame time, we 
* knew that the greateſt part of our injur d Neigh- 
* hour's Stock, was aflign'd over to diſcharge his 
* Jawful Debts : So that we muſt of neceſſity own 
our ſelves to be the vileſt of Wretches, for op- 
preſſing One, and letting many go ſcot-tree, on 
© purpoſe to gratity a ſecret Grudge; but our Minds 
are fill d with greater Horrour and Amazement, 
upon reflecting, That we endeavour'd to exte- 
© nuate our notorious Fault, by feign d Excuſes 
* which will now avail us nothing; ſince it evi- 
« dently appears, that what we did, was purely 
out of Revenge and ſpiteful Cruelty : For tis well 
known, we caus'd it to be proclaim'd in everystreet, 
That what he had in his preſent poſſeſſion, was 
not ſufficient to ſet him clear in the World. Then 
< what wretched Barbarians were we to tax himat 
© the rate of a Thouſand Pounds Stock; if, (ac- 
S <cording to our Judgment) the loſs were to be 
ſuſtain d by thoſe worthy Perſons who confided 
in his Integrity and upright Way of Dealing? 
gut this is not the height of that rancour and ma- 
lice we bore in our Hearts againſt our innocent 
* Neighbour ; ſince we were fully fatisfy'd, That 
neither he nor the Parties concern'd with him, 
* had made any Intereſt or Advantage of thoſe 
| © Goods which we rated fo high, for ſeveral * 
| 9 
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< }aſt paſs d. Theſe and many other Articles of 
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© Infamy, we could juſtly charge our ſelves with, 
jn relation to a Perſon, who never did us Wrong 
zin Body, Goods or Name, but only told us what 
we now know by woful Experience and mult in- 


dure to the Endleſs Ages of Eternity. 


— —— 


CHAP. XXVII. 


Inſtrutions for Commiſſioners and Aſſeſſors of the 
Queen i Tax, for the carrying on of a juſt War a: 
gainſt a cruel Enemy, „ 


Y preſent Deſign in drawing this ſhort but 
1 lively Scene ot a future Judgment is to a- 
waken drowſy Souls out of the fatal Lethargy of 
Vice, and to make ſluggiſh Sinners ſenſible of their 
Folly, before it be too late to cry for Mercy, or 
make reſtitution to the 1njur'd Party; and. what 
ſhall I do more for the ſatisfaction of all that find 
themſelves aggriey'd by nnreaſonable Men, but 


- conclude in ſhewing, How unhappy we of this 


Nation are, for want of effectual Laws, to puniſh. 

Perjury, Malice and oppreftion in Commiſſioners 
or Aſſeſſors, who (hall at any time be diſcover d 
knowingly and wilfully breaking any of thoſe Sa- 
cred Oaths, which our Auguſt Aſſemblies have 
already Eſtabliſh'd, or may hereafter appoint, up- 
on the raiſing of any Funds, for the defence of 
our true Religion, Laws and Liberties, when in- 
ſulted by daring Tyrants, or outragious Enemies. 

Butl cannot enter upon thisSubject, without extreme 
horrour and regret of Soul, —_ reflect on what 
| know by my own Experience; 2iz. That in ma- 
nts ay 


a f 

* 
ny Pariſhes the Rich and Haughty have been 
treated with Favour and Partiality, whilſt the 
induſtrious meaner ſort of Traders have been 
oppreſs'd with meer Spite and Cruelty, almoſt to 
their utter Ruin: However, out of the tender re- 
gard I have to my Native Country, I ſhall forbear 
relating plain matters of Fact, upon this Occaſion, 
except one remarkable inſtance that falls within 
the compaſs of my own'Knowledge, and ſhall en- 


deavour to prevent ſuch ill Practices for the future, 


earneſtly entreating all Commiſſioners and Aſſeſ- 
ſors, to make the following prudent Reflections 
and uſe ſome ſuch pious Ejaculations as theſe, im- 
mediately before they go to make any Aſſeſſments 
on a particular County, Pariſh or Precinct: 

I am now going either to ſerve my Country 
gor to damn my Soul ; my Oath is to do juſtice be- 
* tween Man and Man; therefore I'll put up my 
humble Petition to Heaven, That the great and 
Fzuſt God would vouchſafe ſo to direct my Inten- 
tions this Day, that I may act altogether confor- 
| *mably to his Holy Laws; making this Reſolve 
with ſincerity of Heart, That whatever others 
|. © may do, I'll never be induc'd to favour the Weal- 
* thy for their full Baggs of yellow Droſs; or to 
oppreſs any that have done me Wrong; neither 
* will I be over-aw'd by the Frownsof the Great, 
but proceed, in Truth and Equity according to 
s the real Sentiments of my own Breaſt, with re- 
ſpect to every individual Perſon, whether Friend 
or Foe,Neighbour or Stranger, or of whatOpinton 
| * ſoever he may be; and it at any time I meet 

with a Rebuff, or ſudden Check in the career of 
* Juſtice, occaſion d by one or more of my Bre- 
* thren, II ſummons up all my Rightcons Argu- 
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ments, and proteſt againſt their unfair Proceed- 
*;ngs: Nay were I certainly aſſur d, That there can 
be no Future State to reward my Vertues or pu- 
niſh my Vices; nevertheleſs I would by no means 
* expoſe my Innocency to ſhame and contempt; 
ever to have it reported of me, with any appearance 
* of Truth, That I was ſo perfidious as to ſwear to 
one thing and ſigu another:Far be ſuch baſe Tricks 
from me, who have took a firm Reſolution to do 
to every one, as I would have all do tome, when 
in my Circuinſtances. Whatever perjur'd Vil- 
© Jains may attempt, with a deſign to gratify a ma- 
* licious Humour, or diſcharge the Venom of an 
old Grudge; for my part, no Arguments ſhall ever 
* perſwade me to act unjuſtly, ia the leaſt reſpect: 
* Since if there ſhould be an Onmipotent God, and 
the Articles contain'd in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament muſt be the Rule, by which I am to be 
* Judged ; how deplorable would my Condition 
be when the cold Sweats of Death bedew my 
* Forehead with trickling Drops? What extreme 
* horrour and anguiſh would then {ſeize upon my 
spirits; it I were any ways inſtrumental in over- 
* taxing my Neighbour, becauſe he ſet forth a flight 
* of haſty Words, which were rather forc'd by my 
* imperious Humour, than proceeded from the in- 
* diſpoſition of his Mind. 

But admit my Neighbour were blame-wor- 
thy, and had really done me an Injury; ſhall I 
upon that account break my Vows to Heaven, diſ- 
* turb my Peace on Earth, wound my Conſcience in 
Health and expoſe my {elf to the hatred of all Wiſe 
Men, during the term of Life; by levying an Aſſeſ- 
ment of a thouſand Pounds upon one Perſon, and 
'rating another, whoſe Stock is of an equal Va- 


* 
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ue, but a fifth Part? Afterwards ſhall I endeavour 
* to palliate the horrid Sin of Perjury, by affirm- 
ing, That the Burden was not wholly laid upon 
© me, but Strangers were alſo concern'd in the ma- 
nagement of that Affair? This would be to pile 
up one Villainy upon another; for ſhalll forſwear 
* my ſelf and oppreſs thoſe whom I never ſaw, to 
© be reveng'd of my neareſt Neighbour ? By no 
means; in regard that the Divine Laws and the 
© Solemn Oath I have taken undoubtedly bind 
* me todo the ſame equitable Juſtice to an Enemy 
© or a Staanger, as to a Friend or a Brother - For 
* what Folly may be laid to my charge, if a Chri- 
ſtian and a Heathen, a Friend and a Foe, a Neigh- 
© bour and a Stranger ſhould with one conſent 
* make choice of me as an Umpire to arbitrate a 
Difference between them not relating to matters 
of Religion, but diſtributive Juſtice, and becauſe 
gone was a Chriſtian, an Old Acquaintance or a 
© Brother, the other a Gentile, an Enemy or a Fo- 
* reigner I ſhould prepoſterouſly lay aſide all Mo- 
ES © rality and act like a meer Pagan, a Turk or an In- 
| © del 2 Could I by this means raiſe a Reputation 
tomy Name; on the contrary, {houldI not bring 
| © a Scandal and Reproach upon it, tho I were not 
oblig' d to act impartially, by any previous Oath 
or Engagement? Then what an 1inhumane Monſter 
muſt l unavoidably appear inthe ſight of God and 
Man, if after the taking of a ſolemn Oath, ap- 
pointed by the Laws of the Nation, to do ju- 
* {tice to all, without Favour or U- will; I ſhould 
be ſo audacions, as in the face of the whole Pa- 
* riſh, to levy a treble Tax upon a Perſon of a 
mean Fortune, with a Deſign to ceaſe my (elf and 
others that enjoy a far greater Eſtate ? _— 


5 


This would undoubtedly be ſuch a prodigious 
height of Perjury, as Stoning to Death would 
«ſeem too kind a Puniſhment for fo vile a Crimi- 
nal, as I ſhould appear to beat the Bar of any 
Court of Judicature. Nay ſuch a flagitious Act 
« would be a down-right robbing of the Spittle, 
and would unhinge a well-ſettled Government, 
ſo as to plunge it in a diſmal Abyſs of Confufion; 
* ſuch notorious Proceedings would ſoon bring the 
* guilt of Perjury on the Land of my Nativity, and 
* fruſtrate all the hopes of Victory, or difappoint 
the well- laid Deſigns of our Fleets and Armies: 
And farther, theſe vile Extortions would be ſuf- 
ficiently efficacious, to ſend up the Cries of the 
Oppreſſed to Heaven - gates, for vengeance againſt 
the Author of ſuch outragious Wrongs, and in- 
tail a Curſe on me and my Poſterity, even to the 
© third Generation; in regard that Robbery might 
© well be look d upon as a Vertue, in compariſon 
© of ſo enormous apiece of Injuſtice : Since the Caſe 
«© plainly ſtands thus; far be it from me, to run 
the hazard of damning my precious Soul, deſtroy- 
© ing the beſt modelled Government in the Word, 
and blaſting my Reputation and Eftate by ſuch 
ſiniſter Practices. | 
Therefore, o vain-glorious Aſſeſſor, if thou 
art conſcious to thy ſelf of breaking the Sacred 
Oath, by which thouart authoriz d to act in a Bu- 
ſineſs of ſo great Importance; let me perſwade 
thee to repent and make a ſpeedy Reſtitution, as 
far as it is in thy power, or elſe thou art utterly 
undane for ever, be thy Evaſions or Pre tences ne- 
ver ſo plauſible: Nay let me tell thee farther, if 
thou haſt made a ſtrict ſcrutiny into the Stock of 
an Enemy or Stranger, and did'ſt not at the ſame 
time, 
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time, examine the Shops and Ware-houſes of thy 
familiar Friends and Neighbours, ſo as to rate 
all according to an equitable Eſtimation; thou 
art as much Perjur d, as an Officer who takes an 
Oath to a Prince, not to ſuffer any of his Stores 
to be imbezzl'd and yet recieves a Bribe to keep out 
of the Way, during the time of their Removal. 
How ſevere ſoever this general Repimand may 
ſeem to be, nevertheleſs I would not be thought to 
reflect on any particular Perſons ; but thus mach | 
can certainly affirm, That many who were poſſeſsd 
of no larger a Stock, than to the value of three or 
four hundfed Pounds have been tax d as high as 
thoſe that have Effects worth ſo many Thouſand 
Pounds; alth6 the Circumſtances of both Parties 
were obvious to every diſcerning Eye. Therefore 
in my Opinion, a Law would be as neceſſary to 
reform ſuch groſs Abuſcs, as a Statute for execu- 
ting a Rebel, or condemning a Robber ; and in- 
deed, who can be a greater Traytor againſt his 
Prince, or a more notorious Thief to his Neigh- 
bour, than he that falſiſies the Laws of the Land 
and oppreſſes the Innocent: For if a Perſon of Four 
S thouſand Pounds Stock in Trade, is not rated at a 
quarter part of the Value; then he whoſe Goods 
amount but to ſo many hundred Pounds, ought 


only to pay a proportionable Share; hence it evi- 


dently appears, That all thoſe Commiſſioners or 
Aſſeſſors of what Quality or Degree ſoever they 
may be, who knowingly and wittingly act con- 
trary to this Principle, are guilty of down-right 
Perjury. 

- Lhope the Digreſſion will not be look'd upon as 
ſ improper, if any at all, in caſe I ſhould here produce 

' a Paſſage worthy of Note, relating to this Subject 
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I knew a Perſon, who on a certain time expreſs d 
himſelf in ſomewhat haſty Terms to three or four 


pretended Profeſſours of Chriſtianity, upon ac- | 


count of ſome Injury he had receiv'd from them, 
with reſpe& to the Pariſh-duties, and other matters 
of Wrong: It alſo. happen d that in a few Months 
after, theſe his inveterate Enemies were cboſen Aſ- 
ſeſſors, in a Year when every Hundred Pound ra- 
ted as Stock in Trade was allotted to pay to the 
Queen the Sum of Two Pounds and ten Shillings ; 
whereupon the poor revengeful Animals, (till bear- 

ing in Mind the rancour of their former Grudge, 
took an occaſion to tax him for a, Thouſand 
pounds Stock; altho he offer d to make Affidavit 
before any Magiſtrate, That the ſaid Stock never 
coſt ſo much, when firſt brought iu, and the Goods 
had lain a long time at a conſtant charge, without 
any manner of Profit, or Intereſt: Iuſomuch that 
he was oblig d to aſſign them over to his Credi- 
tours; and if there were any deficiency, it would 
be expected from him, beſides the payment of the 

Taues. | 18 
But that which ought, to be more eſpecially re- 
mark d as the moſt outragious piece of Spite ima- 
ginable, is, That thoſe very Perſons rated the ſame 
Stock the year before, at no more than Two hun- 
dred pounds, which ſaid Rate of Two; hundred 
Pounds, amounts to One Pound and fixteen, Shil- 
lings, but that ofa Thouſand, produces the Sum 
of Twenty five Pounds; ſo that they advanced | 
him after the Quarrel, no leſs than Twenty three 
Pounds and four Shillings in the ſame Stock of 
Goods, withont any Addition or Diminution,;z at 
the fame time Aſſeſſing the reſt of the Neighbour- 
ing Dealers according to the former Rates. The 
| N n Party 
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Party being ſo grievouſly oppreſs'd, one of the an 
cient Inhabitants of the Parilh went to them, and 
demandet the reaſon of fo vile an Action; ſaying, 
it look d like Perjury, and was cohtrary to Reaſon 
and Juſtice; ſmce Traders of twenty times his 
Stock, were not rated above half the Summ: In. 
| Tomnch that moſt of the Neighbours exclaim'd:a- 
gaiyſt their irregular Proceedings, and ſaid it was 


done. purely out of Spite and Revenge of a late 
Oi The Aﬀeflors reply'd, It was bis own 
Fault, becauſe he refus'd to give them a civil An- 
ſwer, when examin'd about the matter; but this 
Excuſe was ſoon. prov'd to be falſe and frivolous, 
when they came Face to Face: Then they turn'd 
Wing'and ſaid, It was by reaſon that they were 
intorm'd, The Goods were Sold to Strangers, and 
not to any of the Inhabitants; or otherwile the 
Owner had Partners concern'd to help him out, I hi 
and bear a ſhare of the Charge: For (ſaid they) IP. 
if the Goods were all his own, he ſhould have a Neigb-¶ ſu 
*bour's Fare, and be treated as formerly. - RP 

L have inſiſted the longer upon this true Rela- I by 
tion, that the World may ſee what a height of  T 
Wickedneſs ſome Men are arriv d at, in theſe lat. G 
ter Ages, and what vain Evaſions they are ready il » 
to make, when the Divine Jultice: has diſplayd IE » 
their isl Practices in a lively Scene: But to make 
the hainouſneſs of this Crime appear to the meaneſt I I 

Capacity, 1 would only require of any Reafonable j 
| "Perſon a fair Solution of theſe two pertinent Que- n 
| ſtions; viz. I. Whether the Laws of God do-not | 4 
oblige every one of us to do to all, as we would be! 
done by, either Friends or Enemies, Neighbours e 
| orStrangers; and whether a Man be not Perjur d.: 
| (according to the known Statutes of Heaven 15 t 

6 ; the 


m- he Ordinances of the Goſpel h we 
profeſs Obedienee) if he take a ſolemn Oath to do 
any thing and acts quite contrary thereto? II. Whe- 


nd 


g, 
ON 


his 
In- 


Theme, I ſhall cloſe all with a ſhort but fervent: K. 
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„to which we all 


ther there be any Clauſe in the Oath appointed by 
Act of Parliament for Aſſeſſors, impowering them 

to rate a Man a Thouſand Pounds Stock in Trade, 
only becauſe he has ſold his Goods to the Inhabi- 
tants of a neighbouring Pariſh, and not to his 
nearer Neighbours, tho the ſaid Goods lye in the 
ſame Plagy, till all Taxes are fully diſcharg'd ; or 
becauſe He is aſſiſted by others in the carrying on 
of his Imploy : And at the ſame time to Aſſeſs an- 
other Perſon, whole Stock is of an equal Value, 
no more than Two hundred Pounds, upon account 
of his Plea, That his Goods were not made over 
to Strangers; or that he does not ſtand in need 
of Credit or the help of others to partake with 
him in his way of Dealing? Now if the Divine 
Precepts and the Laws of the Land have made no 
ſuch Diſtinction or Exception, what can it be but 
Perjury, to make ſo vaſt a difference in Aſſeſſments, 
between one Man and another; ſince it is evident, 
That every ſuch Aſſeſſor Swears ſolemnly before if 
God, Angels and Men, To ſpare no Perſon for Be | 
vour or 4 ection, nor any grieve for Hatred or I. 

will. | | ; 5 <1 = | 
But to inlarge no farther on ſo melanchaly 4 


jaculation, That Almighty God of his Tofinite Mercy, Wſ 
would pardon all the crying Sins of theſe Three King-' 

doms, and raiſe up Publick Spirits in every meeting of | 
Parliament, to Euacł ſuch wholeſome Laws, as way E- 


effeFually put aſtop to the Career of Sin in general, and 


that 1 Perjury, Spite and Revenge in particular; | { 


that ligion, Juſtice and Moderat ion, may once more 
Nn 2 flouriſh” 
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Neighbouring Nations would make an heavy 
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Qouriſh in this Land of our Nativity. Which Rena! 
ol ſhall be den ut up at "the Throne of. 
race, by him who ſtrives with God in Prayer ded 
for ſuch tranſcendent Bleffings'on the Inhabitan 
of the BritiþIflands, and every neighbouring Na 


— 
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A Serious Contemplation of Mortality, or 4 mourn: 
ful Panegyrick in Memory of William III. Kin 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender 
of the, Faith, &c. | n 


1 Am now diſpos d to convey my more refined 
[ Thoughts within view of the ſilent Grave, and 
to make ſuch a timely Reflection upon the end o 
my Pilgrimage in the Vale of Miſery, that when 
this dear Soul of mine ſhall be Summon'd hence by 
the King of Terrours, it may be no ſurprize, what 
ſoever my preſent Circumſtances or ſtate of Life | 
may be in this Sublunary World : If I were in , 
mean Condition, I might then lay my felf down 
in ſome obſcure corner of the Earth without any | 
'noiſe or buſtle; on the other hand, if I ſhould be 
advanc d to the higheſt pitch of Grandeur, and at- 
tended with numerous Troops of Guards, the 


Charm becauſe grim Death is leading me by the 
Hand, and all that my Nobles can do for me, per- 
'haps will be only to riſe ſomewhat earlier in the 
"Morning than they us d to do, and to ſtand, about 


me like Perſons quite aſtoniſh'd or ſtruck by ſome 


ma igna nt 


tan 


Na 


Re 
1e of 
ayer 
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alignant Planet; as it happen d on Sunday March, 


8. 170% ; when William the Great ſat on a Dying- 


ed, and leant on the Arms of one of his Pages of 


Honour. But ſuppoſing, I could get into my poſ- 
ſeſſion all the ſparkling Crowns on Earth, and 
oblige Lom Le Grand to lower his lofty Style by. 


laying his bloudy Scepter at my Feet, and bring- 
ing down his haughty Perſon as it were a Sacri- 
fice to my Will, would not ſuch Power be ſuffi- 
cient to ward off the Stroke of cruel Defth > By 
no means, nor even all the Conqueſts of the Ma- 
cedoni an Youth, wha long before aſpir'd to the 
Univerſal Monarchy. | . 

But what if I were endu'd with ſuch a diſcern- 
ing Spirit, as to underſtand the Ebbing and Flow- 
ing of the vaſt Qcean, and could tell the Nations 
of the World, Whether it be the reſpendent Orb 
of the Sun that runs its daily Rounds, or the 
mighty Fabrick of the Terreſtrial Globe, which is 
one of the principal Queſtions debated among 
curious Inqttirers, would not this excellent Know- 
Icdge be ſerviceable in reverting the Decrees of 
Fate? Not in the leaſt, nor even the united Po- 
licy of Men and Infernal Spirits. But admut 1t were 
ſo that my Strength excceded that of Sampſon ſo as 
to remove Mountains or Rocks, and turn Hills 
topſy turvy, would not that foil the Prince of 
Terrours? No, nor all the force of thoſe ſubterra- 


neous Blaſts that make the Earth tremble, and = 


cauſe Nature to fall into dreadful Convullions. But 
ſuppoſe, I knew the different Temperature of all 
Conſtitutions, and by my profound skill in Chy- 
miſtry could Cure every Diſtemper incident to Hu- 
mane Bodies, would not ſome of theſe Antidotes 
ſerve to expel the poiſonous Sting of Death? By 

| „Nau 3 no 
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no means, nor all the Pearl-cordials and Elixir 
tho never ſo carefully prepar d by the Sons of Art. 
no nor even the Grand Philoſophical Panacea, ſo 
much cry d up by the boaſting Tribes of Adepts and 
Roſy-crucians. But farther, what if my Word were 
a Law, and I could Rule all Mankind with an ab. 
ſolute deſpotick Power, could not I then com- 
mand Imperious Death to depart out of my Courts} 
Alaſs! ſuch Attempts would prove altogether fruit. 
leſs, neither would the Threats of Nero be able 
to quell that grim Tyrant. But to make one more 
Eſſay ; ſuppoſing, I were in the flower of Youth, 
and had ſuch incomparable Features as were ſuffici- 
ent even to tempt a Saint to Folly; would not 
theſe Charms oblige Death to ſpare ſo fine a Blof: 
ſom? Not in the leaſt, no nor all the Beauty of 
Bathſheba joyn'd with that of Abſolo mm. 

What then, muſt I dye tho I were never fo no- 
bly Deſccnded, Potent, Learned; Rich or Beauti- 
ful? O Impartial Death, that will not be allur'd 
with heaps of Guinea-duſt, nor lulbd aſleep by the 
ſwaying of Royal Scepters ! Oh! barbarous Death, 
why cannot I prevail with thee to let me live? For, 
if thou would'ſt but ſpare my Life, I might then 
bathe my ſelf in Streams of delicious Pleaſures; 
and ſpend every Day in new Delights: Why: art 
thou ſo ſevere as not toſhew favour to one pdorMor:- 
tal, as a mark of thy good Will towards Mankind? 
Why art thou more outragious than the Great Mogul 
or Grand Signior, who in the heat of their moſt fu- 
rious Storms on any: Place, uſually reſerve ſome 
few Captives in token of Victory: Is it ſo, that I 
muſt of neceflity fall a fad Victim at thy imperious 
Fect? Then Tl learn to humour a cruel Tyrant 
for once; and live to dye, that I may dye to live 
Fternally in the upper Regions of Bliſs, where Fa- 
. | ther, 


andne ver look with diſdain on the poor Servants of 
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ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, Three Divine Perſons, - 
but One Glorious God Reign World without end. 
Then farewell empty Sounds and pleaſing Vanities, 
for I am reſolv'd to lead a ſerious and ſober Life: 

Farewell loud Hoſamna-cries of fawning Mortals, 

and clamorous Addreſſes fill'd with Lines of Deceit, 

11] hide my ſelf in ſome remote Cavern of the 
Earth, there to Contemplate Mortality, and never 
ſo much as peepout till I come to die, when 1 may 

look up with Joy, and ſee my Bleſſed Redeemer 
coming with numerous Guards of Angels to convey 
my Soul aloft: Farewell gilded Toys and gingling 
Rattles : Farewell glittering Crowns and golden 

Scepters; I'll fix the Object of my ſight beyond the 


Grave, and meet grim Death without a Panick Fear: 


Farewell proud Prelates and haughty Stateſmen, 


who vaunt it out with Luciferian Arrogance, and 


are ador d by the giddy-brain;d Multitude, as it 
were ſo many Idol- gods; for my part Il run the 
way of the Lord's Commands, till I come to be laid 
in the damp Cell ot an earthy Vault: Farewell ſum- 
15 Chariots of State and all ſcornful Lowers; 

11 trudge it along on foot to the Courts of Death. 


Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: Farewell Scarlet Robesot 
Pride, and aſpiring thoughts of Honour; Vl] con- 
tent my ſelf with Raggs of Diſgrace, and the lpwelk 
ſtation in the Houſe of my God, ſo that I may buten- 
tertain the Harbingers of Deſtiny with Joy and bid 
a final A. dien tothe World, with a Spirit embalm'd 
by the Divine Grace : Farewell fading flowers of 
Beauty and faint ſmiles of Vice, I'll be enamour'd 
with grim Death, and hugg its cold Chains with 
a cloſe Imbrace : Farewell learned Scribes, ſage 
Counſelors aud pleading Lawyers; I'll ſtudy hayy 
Nn 4 to 
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| to ſettle'a firm Peace with God, ſo as to be able 
| thro the Merits and Intercęſſion of Chriſt Jeſus 
the great Advocate! of my Soul, to put in a good I hi: 
lea at the Bar of the Divine Juſtice; where no | 
Bribes will corrupt the Soveraign Judge, nor large 
Rewards call in perjur'd Rakes to bear falſe Wit- an 
neſs : Farewell love to Senſuality and deceitful I ar 
Dreams of Folly ; I'll now retire to Great Milliams  R 
Tomb, and diſtill flouds of brackiſh Tears; becauſe of 
| the wiſeſt Prince and beſt of Kings that ever Reignd | $ 
is come to the State of the Dead, and his Royal 1c 
Dignity intomb'd in mournful Silence. p 2 
Oh mourn my Soul, lament ſo great a Loſs O n 
my Soul; for within this ſpacious Vault is Interr d U 
| 
l 
{ 


the Lifeleſs Corps of William Henry of Naſſaw, by 

& Birth Prince of Orange, but by Heaven's Decree, 

King of Great Britain, France and Ireland] Oh my 

Soul cry out, and lift up thy Voice like a Trum- 

* 01 for here lies thy darling King, who but a 
ew Months ago was a living Monarch, and the | 
fineſt Object that ever fell under the fight of Man- 
8 kind! Oh grieve my Soul, do nothing but grieve, 
to behold the Nurſing-Father of Three flouriſhing 
8 Kingdoms half eaten up by a Swarm of devouring 
Worms, and moultering away to 'fine Duſt ! Be- 
wait thy Misfortune O my Soul, and let thy La- 
mentations never ceaſe ; for here are the ſad Re- 
mains of a Potentate, who was a Glorious Inftru- 
ment in the Hand of the Almighty for redeemihg 
Europe from the Chains of Slavery, and the Bonds 
of Superſtition : Mourn {till my Soul; for here is 
the Body of a late Renowned Prince that lies diſ- 
regarded by many of his ungrateful Subjects. O 
TS pine ni».Friends, come pine away with me, to 
tik that any living Man could ever forget 
A | the 


, 
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the Name of him,, who prov d ſo cordial a Friend 
sto the Britiſb Nation! Oh make haſte hither all 
d bis dear Subjects and Allies, and let us bedew his 
) ſcatterd Aſhes with Cryſtal-drops of trickling 
Tears; come away with all the ſpeed that may be, 
ud let us make the Abbey eccho again with Sighs 
and mournful Sobs; for near this Place lies the 
Royal Image of Death portray'd in all its Scenes 
of Horrour. Come let us vent the moſt paſſionate 
| BE Sorrow of our Hearts, with panting Throbs and 
loud Complaints fot the Loſs of a King, who was 
a perfect Pattern of Humility, and meekly ſub- 
mitted himſelf to the capricious Humours of his 
People, more like a ſuffering Martyr than a Reigning 
Monarch; and what could be the Defign of ſuch 
unaccountable Condeſceniion in ſo noble a Soul, 
but to calm the turbulent Spirits of rebellious 
Traytors ? | "api = 
O Lament my Friends, come and lament with 
me; for here ſlee ps the Body of a Soveraign Prince Wi 
who generoully bury'd the greateſt Indignities put 
upon his Royal Perſon, in everlaſting Oblivion 
ſo that by any means he might win the good Will WW 
of the Stubborn,and turn the rude Murmurs of ta- WM 
ctious Bigots into loyal Addreſſes! Oh come my 
Friends and ſhed an Ocean of Tears with me; for 
the Mighty One is now mow'd down by unxelent-W 
ing Death and reſembles the Picture of Humane 
Mortality! Come let us roll the Stone away, and 
view the ſeveral Parts of his moultering Body; herd 
is the refulgent Head, upon which not long ſince 
three noble Crowns did bloom and flouriſh, and 
I truſt in God, to ſee the happy Day, when 4 
will be adorn'd with a never-fading Diadem 
Glory; not ſuch a one as every Saint of the law 
„ 8 | e 
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er Claſs will wear in token of Victory over the 
World,theFleſh and theDevil, but one near of equal 
Luſtre with that of the Royal Prophet: For tis 
my Opinion, That ſuch tranſcendently vertuous 
Kings as our late dear and dread Soveraign Willi. 
am III. will ſhine with brighter Raies and wear a 
more ſplendid Crown in the Celeſtial Courts, than 
other Princes, who did but little for the ſake of 
Chriſt and his Religion. O mourn my Friends, 
O come and Mourn with me, to ſee the wi- 
ther'd Tongue that us'd to expreſs it ſelf with the 
' choieeſt flowers of Eloquence ; come and view 
the Mouth out of which proceeded Wiſdom lit. 
tle inferiour to that of Solomon: Come and behold 
the Lips that deliver'd ſuch Expreſſions as were 
grateful to all impartal Ears, and diſagreeable to 
| none but a ſwarm of Vipers; for who can affirm 
with any colour of Truth, That he ever promis'd 
and did not perform? On the contrary, moſt po- 
tent Prince, to thy immortal Renown be it ſpoken, 
Thou didſt always inviolably keep thy Word both 
to Friends and Foes. Therefore I hope to ſee the 
W wiſh'd for Day, when this dry'd Root will ſpring 
up again, and be renew'd as the Phenix, out of 
its own Aſhes, to ſet forth the Eternal Praiſes of 
che Ever-living Monarch of Heaven. 
= Then why ſhould I hang down my Head like a 
W Bulruſh ; deſponding as a Man void of Hope, and 
pining my ſelf to Death with exceſſive Grief? 
W Chear up my Soul, and have a good Heart; it is 
but a little while ere this frail Body of thine muſt 
S waſte away in ſome meaner Soil, where after a ſhort 
ſlcep in Obſcurity, it ſhall awake to ſee the finer 
W Duſt of thy belove&Prince, who now lies with- 
out Motion, Puſſe or Breath, ariſing to a glorious 
= * 1 4 LE = W hange: 
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chens; All this I firmly believe, yet can't revive 
my drooping Spirits under ſo great a National Loſs; 
for if I let the Royal Perſon and Heroick Actions 
of my Soveraign King flip out of Mind, I muſt 
ceaſe to breath, and my right Hand muſt of neceſ- 
ſity forget her Cunning. 2 illiam my deen Prince, 
O William my dread Soveraign, why did not if 
die ten thouſand Deaths for thee ? For had I as 

many Lives at my diſpoſal as thou liv'd{t Hours, I 
could freely have laid all down, to redeem thy Sa- 
cred Head from the fatal Stroke, that was ſo un- 
expectedly given by the ghaſtly Tyrant; O thou 
Monarch of all myEarthly Joys. Lat it be proclaim d 
in every City from Dan to Beerſheba and ſounded 
far and near, That no Crowned Head on Earth 
was ever ſo dear to me, as the precious Life of this 
moſt amiable Prince, whoſe ſtretched Limbs are 
row anatomizing by cruel Death. | 
O ſigh and ſob with me my Friends, and take 
hold of his icy Hand; obſerve how its Fleſh' is 
wither'd, dead and dry: nevertheleſs this is the 

Hand that ſway'd the Britiſh Scepter and graſpd 
the blazing Sword of War. which glitter'd in clouds 
of Smoke and Fire, much like a hairy Comet, When 
the Heavens roar with claps of terrible Thunder $1 
or aſtoniſhing flaſhes of dreadful Lightning; a 
Weapon that mow'd down his flying Enemies in 
vaſt heaps as it were a Scith newly ſer: Weep 

my Freinds, and ſee the Fingers that Sign d the Re 

wick Peace, and were alſo oblig d to ſubſcribe fe 


Glorious a Name to an After-Treaty. tor pulling 


down the lofty Pride of a moſt perfidious Wretch 
not worthy to be dignify'd with the Title of 
King. Huſh my Soul, be patient for a while and 
thou thai ſee the 0 when Peer kecks e 
ö | F 
4 5 1 
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Skin and Bones ſhall ſpringup again out of their 
original Duſt, to hold a noble Palm of Victory, 
in the Preſence of thy Ever- living God and deer 
Redeemer, who is infinitely more Glorious in his 
immenſe Perfections, than any Earthly Potentate 
of never ſo refined Parts: And indeed, it is not 
my Deſign in the leaſt, to ſet up a frail mortal Man 
in competition with his Omnipotent Eternal Crea- 
tour; neither can I think the Ignorance of any 
capable of leading them into ſo great Stupidity as 
© to imagine, That I would, go about to compare 
our late dread Soveraign to the Saviour of the 
World; may ſuch a blaſphemous Suggeſtion ne- 
ver enter into my Mind, or ſo much as riſe up to 
a imple Thought. However, I hope to ſee this 
moultering Arm of my deceaſed Monarch bearing a 
Palm intoken of everlaſting Triumph, when Time 
W {hall never end, nor Angels ceaſe to ſing the melo- 
dious Praiſes of the molt High and Mighty Empe- 
W rour of the Univerſe, whoſe Divine Majeſty is al- 
together incomprehenſible to Humane Underſtand- 
ng: | 
\ Then why ſhould I repine to See Royal Seed rot- 
ting in the Earth like good grain of Wheat which 
vill ſprout forth another day, with a plentiful In- 
creaſe. Revive out of thy ſwooning Fit (O my 
Soul) recover thy wonted Strength, and endeavour 
by an Holy Life to be timely planted in ſuch a fruit- 
ful Soil. Indeed this is good Advice and whole- 
ſome Doctrine, nevertheleſs 1 cannot be comfort- 
2d ſolong as Bloud circulates within my ſpread- 
Wing Veins, nor forget a Prince, who deſervedly 
bore the Name of Great; not but that the Gain is 
Wtranſcendently vaſt to his Royal Perſon, thd the 


Bargain be bad to me; and why ſhould I leave off 
my 


Wee”. ME. > A. AS 


F | | 
L 537 | 
my Sorrow or ceaſe to complain, ſince if he had 
attain'd to the full Age of an Hundred Years, his 
Reward would have been the ſame. Then wee 
(my Friends) O come and weep with rhe, and let 
us turn this heavy ſheet of Lead aſide, that we may 
behold the naked Feet of a generous Prince, who 
waded thrd Streams of purple Gore for the ſafety Wl 
of Three diſtreſſed Kingdoms; obſerve how 
Death has chilld his azure Veins, and how the Me 
thirſty Worms have ſuck d up his Royal Bloud : 
Do but look upon the noble Leggs that not long 
ſince mounted a ſtately but falſe-footed Steed; a 
brute Beaſt which unadviſedly threw the braveſtM 
General that ever Commanded a Victorious Army, i 
or fac'd a cruel Enemy. Peace here my Soul, re- 
ſtrain the exorbitant Paſſion of thy mournful Com: 
panion, ſo that ſuch mighty flouds of Tears may no 
longer run down from its weeping Eyes; indulge 
thy Grief, and let looſe the Reins of Sorrow for 
a while, but not as a Perſon void of Hope: Per- 
ſwade thy ſelf, That theſe lumpiſh Calves of Clay, 
within a few Centuries of Years, will recover 
their former Strength and Vigour in a more excel 
lent manner, ſo as to take many a refreſhing: Walk 
in the lovely Plains about Sion-hill, and within 
the verge of the Celeſtial Court. . cirl 08 
Then why art thou ſo fad my Soul, and why 
art thou ſo diſquieted within my throbbing Breaſt 
Caſt off thy Mourning-weeds, and adorn thy (elf 
with Royal Plumes of Joy; ſince he that is deat 
will ere it be long, riſe again to a glorious inco 
ruptible State, and he that ſometime Reign d i 
quality of a mortal Prince on the Imperial Throt 
of Great Britain, will inceſſantly triumph as 
immortal Potentate in the Upper Regions of Ete 
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nal Bliſs. The undoubted Truth of thi is Poſition, 
| may be clearly diſcern d by the Eye of Faith; but 
can an affectionate Nature forget the Renowned 
Actions of ſo Heroick a King?It that be not poſſible, 
then mourn my Friends, Oh ! come an mourn 
with me; for here lies embalm'd Heaven's Maſter- 
piece, the Chief Heroe of this Age, the Darling 
of Mankind, the Flower of all the Bri Mo- 
narchs, a matchleſs Paragon of true Valour and 
Chriſtiari, Humility, whoſe Hereulean Labours can 
never be ſafficiently deſcrib'd by a ſublunary Pen, 
and whoſe precious Life was ſtolen away by ſub- 
til Death, at a time when we leaſt thought of 
ſuch a diſmal Citaſtrophe, and in a Day when we 
ſtood moſt in need of his incomparable Conduct 
to lead our numerous. Armies, and to . obſerve 
how the Royal Fleet ſteer'd-its Courſe. Butalaſs, 
how unconcern'd he appears, notwithſtanding all 
our preſſing Wants and lamentable Out-cries| 
uncover his Royal Face, that | may behold his 
meager Looks, and touch his Majeſtick Brow, 
9 whicli feels as cold as the-hew-faln Snow; let me 
lay my Hand on his hollow Cheeks, that much 
Wreſcmble the congeal'd Cakes of frozen Ice in a 
Northern Climate; 10 me open the clos d Windows 
go his Eyes, which were formerly ſo piercing, 
that I may obſerve how dim they now are grown; 
End let me have an opportunity to view that lofty 
orehead, which was ſo often bedew'd with a 
trickling Sweat in the Service of the Nations: A- 
laſs, how ſtrangely the Caſe is alter d! For this is 
he, that lately call'd for the noble Earl of Port- 
| ard, who once or twice had the good Fortune to 
Wcſcuc his Sacred Life, but could not now prevent 
| ho fatal Hour: I ſay the mighty Monarch gave 
im 


0 
him a Call, with a fluttering Speech and a ſtam- 
mering Tongue; ſo as not being able to deliver his 
Mind in Words, he diſcover'd his Thoughts with 
2 wiſhful Look, and then, meekly laying himſelf 
down, he, how:d his glorious: Head to Deſtiny. 
my Friends, take pity of me, and convey, me 
with all ſpeed from c ſo melancholy a 
Scene of Humane Mortality; for what Loyal Spi- 
rit is able to contain itſelf within the bounds of 
a moderate Grief ? Then weep my beloved Friends, 
O come and weep with me, even ſo far as to make 
an unfathomable deluge of brackiſh Tears; ſo that if 
at any time, the Thoughts of Death, begin to take 
their winged Flight, you may return to Great Milli- 
ams Tomb, and-read over this his mournful Ele- 
gy ; then tis not to be doubted, nay I durſt engage 
my Life for yours, That all your eager Inclinati- 


ons to Senſual Delights will ſoon diſappear as it l 


were an early Morning-cloud, or a Twilight-miſt. W 
But ſince we are here amidſt the ſtately Tombs of 
England's deceaſed Monarchs, let us enter the Roy- 
al Repoſitory of one of Great William's Predeceſ- 
ſours and near Relations, I mean, that of King 
Charles II. and view the moultering Remains of 
that Magnificent Prince, whoſe robuſt Limbs were | 
ſo curiouſly fram'd and ſet together by Heavens 
Soveraign Architect: Let us look ſtedfaſtiy upon 
that noble Face, the Lineaments of which were 
tranſcendently remarkable, inſomuch that every 
ſingle Feature beſpoke a Majeſtick Look, and at 
the ſame time ſhew'd anAir of incomparableSweet- 
neſs: Do but obſerve the Lips, that were once ſo 
gracefully, puff d up and tinctur d with a tauch of 
natural Vermilion; Lord, how is their lovely Co- 
lour chang d and the Fleſh diſſolving inte its; 
| 8 original 
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original Clay! The Jaw- bone is faln, and the 
Skin ſtript off, the Eyes are ſunk within their ga- 
ping Caverns; the lofty Promontory of the Noſe 
is worn away, and has left behind it a ghaſtly 
Trench; the ruddy Cheeks ate wither'd and be- 
come pale; the Palate of fo delicious a Mouth is 
quite eaten up by the devouring Worms : Oh how 
is this mighty Monarch anatomiz d in the ſpace 
of leſs than Twenty Years; by the Inciſjon-knife 
of cruel Death, that would take no compaſſion of 
the Paragon of Clemency 1 What is now become 
of his fearful Looks, his haſty Gate, his keen A; 
petite, his affable Deportment, his facetious Dil. 
courſes, his ſecret Amours, and the irreſiſtible 
Charms with which he continually trinmph'd o- 
ver the Fair Sex? But perhaps, thou mighteſtſtiſ 
have ſway'd the Britzfh Scepter, even to this very 
Day, if the career of thy Natural Vigour had not 
been untimely ſtopt by the baſe Practices of an 
unnatural Brother; O thou moſt Generous and 
Merciful Prince. e 3 

When I behold theſe dreadful Spectacles, my 
Bloud is chill'd in my Veins, and my Fleſh trembles 
for fear, leſt I ſhould offend Heaven, or fall into 
any fatal Errour during the courſe of my Chriſtian 
Race, and daily Journey to the Grave; ſo that! 
could willingly creep in between the Tombs of 
theſe Renowned Monarchs, and continue Praying 


© for the ſpace of three Years, without taking any 


Repaſt, as John Sorneane an Egyptian, is ſaid to 
have done betwixt the cliffs of a craggy Rock ; fo 
that I might make my Peace with the Great God, 
and at the end of my Days attain to Everlaſting Sal- 
vation. Then relent, O my Soul, and mourn like 
a Turttle, for all the groſs Miſtakes of a . 
ife; 


laſt Breath, or what Benefit redounds from the 


ny Diſpute, who ſhall be the next Reigning Heir; 


| 1 
Life; for what is the advantage of an Imperial 
Diadem, when a poor Mortal comes to draw his 


fading Splendour of a tranſitory World to a wreteh- 
ed Soul; that is juſt ready to make its laſt Ex 
from ſo vain a Stage? The truth of this matter of 
Fact is confirm'd by all the Royal Race that 1ye F 
conceaVd in the ſpacious Vaults of Old King Henry's 
Chappel, where we are now taking a ſilent Walk, 
and muſing upon the ſad Effects of Mortality ; for 
here is no Envying nor Strife among theſe de- 
ceas d Monarchs, as when they were living, nor a- 


no difference about nice Punctilio's of Honour, 
nor private Conſultations, for the dethroning of 
one and ſetting up of another. Here is no mark of 
diſtinction, between the Aſhes of a Prince that 
ſway d the Scepter, with honourable Succeſs du- 
ring an uninterrupted Courſe of many Years, and 
thoſe of another that Reign'd but a few Months: 
The Old and the Young, the Wiſe and the Im- 
prudent are all in the ſame State, there being no 
diſparity in their ſcatter d Duſt; for he that be- 
hav'd bhimſelf moſt Valiantly in the Field of Battel, 
lyes as much diſregarded, as they that never ven- 
tur'd upon the Uncertainties of War, or expos d 
their Royal: Perſons to imminent Dangers' in De- 
fence of their Ancient Kingdoms; neither indeed, 
is there any eſſential difference between ſu- 
perfine Imperial or Royal Clay, and the ſeeming- 
ly courſer Mould that takes its riſe from the putrè- 
fy'd Bodies of the meaneſt Peaſants or pooreſt Beg- 
ers. 4E 
O lament my Friends, O come and lament with 
me ; becauſe I cant withdraw my afflicted Thoughts * 
O o from 


you? 
trom ranging about Great William's Tomb; for 1 
find a freth ſupply of Grief ariſing from the in- 
creaſing ſtock in my oppreſſed Breaſt. Oh let me 
alone a little while, that I may vent my Paſſion, 
and pour forth new ſtreams of Orient Drops from 
the inexhauſtible Fountain of my weeping Eyes. 
I charge you all that are preſent, upon the Sacred- 
neſs of an Oath, not to lay this Stone over the 
Royal Vault of my beloved King, nor to cover his 
naked Body, till have diſcharg'd a Volley of 
Sighs, and made the Earth eccho again with Peels 
of reſounding Sobbs. O return and mourn with 
me; for I have begun to treat of the Affairs of 
my deceas'd Soveraign, but know not how to'make 
an end, or to withdraw my languiſhing Spirits 
from this doleful Theme. Bring hither a Groſs of 
Vellum-skins that I may fill entire Volumes with 
my affectionate Complaints and Remarks on the 
& glorious Atchicvements of ſo Heroick a Prince: 
W But if you refuſe to comply with ſo reaſonable a 
Demand, I'll draw out the Hiſtory of his matchleſs 
Life in the Duſt of the Abbey-yard, or run it out 
in infinite Lines of Tears; every Drop of which 
will make a Character ſufficiently viſible to a dil- 
cerning· Eye; tor who is he, that being born on 
the Coaſts of the Britiſh Illes, and bearing the 
Name ot a Proteſtant, can neglect to tranſmit to 
Poſterity the memorable Tranſactions of the never 
to be forgotten Reign of William III. King of En- 
gland, Scotland, . and Ireland, Defender of 
the truly Ancient, Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, 
next to Chriſt the Son of the Ever- living God, &c. 
a Royal Style that is ſolid and far more Glorious 
chan all thoſe imaginary pompous Titles which 
the Imperious French Court ever Ordain d to be 

3 | loudly 
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loudly proclaimd by a Herald at the Obſequies of 
their deceaſed Monarchs. 
O let me alone a while, to recite but one hun- 

I dredth part of the noble Exploits perform d by my 
| | late dread Soveraign, and I'll leave the remainder to 
be deſcribd by the finer Pen of 4 more ready Writer, 
but not a more Loyal Subject. Remove his Royal 
Corps out of the Tomb of Darkneſs, and let it be 
nid on a Bed of Rofes, that I may draw a lively 
portraiture of this Renowned Monarch, for the 
uſe of future Ages; ſo as to be view'd' with the iſ 
ame tender Affection that I have for his Immortal 
uemory, many Gerferations after I am laid in the 
bDuſt of Oblivion: Come bring me an Elbow-Chair, 
co ſupport me, on all ſides leſt I ſnhould fall down into 
asvoon, and not recover „  toriſe again; in 
order to ſet forth the Praiſe of ſo incomparable a 
king; for this is he, that was Born Novem. 4. 1650, 


4 
| 
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at the Hague in Holand, whoſe Father was William 
of Naſam, Prince of Orange, and whoſe Mother 
vas Mary the Royal Princeſs, Daughter to Charles J. 
Kingof Great Britain. Then let me vent my Grief 
in murmuring Sighs, and mourn my time away 
vich repeated Sobbs; for here lyes the greateſt 
neroe of the Age, whom the States General of 
che United Provinces entreated to take upon him 
the Office and Dignity of his noble Anceſtors, hen 
I be had ſcarce attain d to the Age of Twenty two 
ears: This is he, that appear'd in the Field of 
Sattel in his blooming Youth, at the Head of a 
I finall number of Troops againſt the formidable 


Power of France, and forc'd thoſe numerous Ar- 
mies to fly as the Chaff before the Win. 
O let my purling Tears bubble forth, when'T 
' | dcbo?d fo Victorious a General chang d into 9 A 
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ls aa dof moaltering Clay ; for this is he, Wh m 
the Inhabitants of Dort e c e 
the time of their greateſt Exigency, who by his 
prudent Candud ſoon reduc'd their Dilorden to a 
regular Diſcipline. Then mourn my Friends, Q 
mourn with me, that ſuch a Wiſe Counſellour of 
State ſhoald fo unexpectedly become a frightful 
Image of Death; for this is he, that in theYearx 672 
diſpets d the threatning Storms which hang d ho- 
vering over the United Netherland, by falling vio- 
lently on the Lyrants Forces, as they lay at the Siege 
of Utrecht; ſo that he diſlodg di their Out- guards, 
beat them into their Trenches, and made ſeveral 
Perſons of Note Priſoners of War. Then pine my 
Friends, O came and pine away with me, becauſe 
this mighty, Champion is now inrolld among the 
Dead; for: this is he, who in 1673, March d out 
= of his Winter-Lodge before the Meadows were co- 
verd with a freſh green Mantle; or the gilded 
Chariot of the San, mounted up to the Celeſtial 
Signof Aries, with no rater A BRO of Menthan 
24000; into the Dutchy of Liege, and conſtrain d 
the Count of Dyras, Commander in chief under 
Louis Le Grand, to retreat to Hollemburg with his 
numerous Forces, and hide himſelf as it were in a 
Cave from the juſt, Vengeance of his purſying 
Conquerour. „„ n 
O my Friends lament fo great a Misfortune, 

and let flouds of Tears run down your mourn- 
ful Cheeks, ſince there is nothing left of that 
brave generous Mind, but the outward ſhape of 
Man; for his Limbs are cold and (tiff, his Fleſh wi- 
ther'd aud moultering away; his Bloud dry d up 
and turn d to Putrefaction: Nevertheleſs. this 1s 
he, that left his Quarters of Refreſhment, when all 
the rapid Rivers, murmuring Brooks _ leſſer 
creams 


„ owt wank P % — 


were a ſpacious Plaith fit to be travers d by aFoot- 


toe ſoon; tarn'd their vai Expectations into 4 
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Streams were quite frozen over, aud becom as it 


: $ which gave the French Forces (as they 
fooliſhly imagin'd) a favourable Opportunity to 
Ravage the Territories of the States of Hollawel, 
and farprize their Guards; but this ourinoble Hts 


PPP 


ſhameful Flight; and indeed, happy were thoſd 
broken Regiments that could avoſd the Fury &f 
his Victorſous Army, or eſcape the effects of 4 
ſudden Thaw. O bewail this Loſs my Friends, G 
come and bewail ſo irrecoverable a Loſs with me 
for this gallant Conquerour is laid a- ſleep, -nevet 
to riſe again, till the laſt Trump blows its general 
Alarm. Then where is the Man bearing the Chas 
racter of a Proteſtant, who can ſit with an uncon- 
cernedneſs of Mind, beholding ſo dear a Prince, 
depriv'd of Motion, Pulſe and Breath, and not 
break forth into hideous Shrieks and lamentable 
Out-eries? If there be any ſo ſtupid, let them be 
convey'd hither, that I may expoſtulate with them 
in ſome ſuch Language as this? e 


n.. 


O degenerate tives of the Britiſb Soil, what 
* malignant Planets were thoſe that rul u in the 
Orbs above, when you were brought forth into 
the World, to be the Peſt of Mankind? Why 
did you not expire in your Infancy, or Wh 
* were you not Circumcis d for hard- hearted Few ; 
© Forhow can you aſſert with any colour of Frith, 
That you entertain a Love for a Crucify d Feſws 
* and own his True Religion, without caſting'a 
*wet Eye on the dry'd Bones of a Prince, who 
* was one of the chiefeſt Inſtruments ordain'd by 
Heaven to ſecure the Holy Goſpel from being 
*wreſted out of the poſſeſſion of diſtreſſed States 
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*and Kingdoms; and. if ſuch . pernicious Deſigns 
© wereonce accompliſh'd,, what would be the Fate 
© of our Mother- Church, I mean that af Exgland, 
6 the Sacred Rites and Privileges of which yon 
© pretend ſo zealoully to ſtand up for? Then come 
and mourn over the Lifeleſs Corps of this deceas d 
Monarch, whom the Almighty appointed in the 
blooming Years of his Age, to ſtand in the Gap, 
as it were an impenetrable Wall of Brafs againſt the 
violent Force and repeated Aſſaults of Romifh Ma- 
lice. But if the Caſe were ſo, it may be demand- 

ed, Why was he call'd away ſo ſoon by an unex- 
pected Death? There is nothing more obvious 
than the Anſwer, viz. That Divine Providence 
permitted it ſo to fall out, as a Chaſtiſement for 
the Flagrant Sins of an unthankful People, who 
would not by any Means be made ſenſible of the 


tranſcendent Mercies that were then ſo undeſerved- 


ly beſtow d upon them. 5 75 
O come let us take a full view of the admirable 
Indowments of ſo excellent a Perſonage; for this 
is the mighty General, who once baffled the At- 
tempts of Imperions Lewis XIV. ben he arro- 
gantly preſum'd to Invade the United Provinces 
in Perſon, whilſt the Duke of Luxemburg and Prince 
of Conde Incamp'd with a ſeparate Army at U- 
trechbt; expecting Orders to Ravage the Country: 
Nevertheleſs Great Milliam Valiantly maintain d 
his Poſt, althò at that time King Charles II. was 
decoy d into that Unchriſtian League, by the ſub- 
til Strategems of England's ſecret Enemies. O weep 
my Friends, over the dead Bod y of a moſt Magna- 
nimous Prince, who having ſome time laid Siege 
to the Town of Nuerden, took it inthe ſight of a 
numerous Army, and ſoon after made himſelf Mo 
| | | 7 © 
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ſter of Baune; althd the Prince of Conde threw int 
a Body of a Thouſand Horſe, to oppoſe the pro- 
efs of his victorions Arms. O grieve my Friends, 
and be ſorrowful even unto Death ; becauſe this great 
Commander has ſtretch'd his fati gued Limbs on a 
monrnful Bed of State, and is taking a ſound Sleep 
in the downy Duſt of the Earth : Behold the I. 
luſtrious Perſon, whom the Aigh and Might) 
are. of the United Provinces once Addreſs d, t 
accept of the Honourable Office and Title of Stadt- 
Holder, to him and his Heirs for ever: O weep 
and utter ad Complaints; for this is he, whoſe 
Conduct was ſo prudent in all Tranſactions * 
lating to Military Affairs, that he was Voted 
vernour and Captain General of Otrecht, and pul- 
d down the tow'ring Pride of his Enemies by 
compelling them ” Surrender many Towns, as 
Tokens of his proſperous Succeſſes. | 
This is the migtity Hetoe that was always un- 
daunted in the greateſt Perils, and in 1674 chal: 
leng d his haughty Enemies to come fairly to a 
Field-batte) ; afterwards upon their Refuſal, he 
decamp'd to inveſt a Town, and no ſooner. was 
his Army ſeparated by diſtant Marches, but they 
cowardly fell on the Rear, and oblig'd him to an 
Ingagement; however notwithſtanding this Sur- 
prize and inequality of number he mow d gh 
no leſsthan 7000 Men and pur the reſt to Fli | 
to tell their lmperious Monarch a pet. 
of their ſhameful Defeat. O mourn my rend 
not upon account that our moſt gracious Ring ſyes 
ready dreſsd far Eternity, but becauſe he dy d fo 8 
ſoon and left three Kingdoms in an unfeclbd Con- 
dition; for this he, who in 1678 call'd a Councj] 
of War to conſult by what means the Blockade of 
OG 1!!! ü?•4 
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Mer. fn he 0 which Enterprize. was ſoon 
ally brought: 19 forte by forc- 
ing 1 D of Luxemburg with all his Troops 
to fly thro ſtreams of Bloud. wg Fire. Ceaſe from 
Joy O my Soul, and enter the Houſe of Mourn · 
ing, becauſe thy Soveraign Prince is dead, who 
was legally invited over, by the Noble Peers of 
the Engliſb Natidn to reſcue them and their dear 
Religion from an approachin Storm of Rowiſþ 
Cruelty ; tor this is he, that ſet fail to the Bratzſþ 
Shore in ſight c of the late King James's Fleet, with 
no more than 14352 Soldiers to *oppoſe an Army 
of thirty thouſand, under the command of an ar- 
Ary Monarch. 
Put an end to all Mirth O my Companions, 
| and aſſume an air of Stoick Gravity, now that 
you are viewing the awful Remains of a no- 
ble Potentate, who landed on the Coaſt of Torbay 
W Novemb. 5. 1688, to the unſpeakable Joy and 
vith the loud Acclamations of eyery ſincere true- 
hearted Proteſtant: And indeed, ſo great a loſs 
cannot be ſufficiently lamented; for this is the 
gloricus Prince who was no ſooner receiv'd on 
che Weſtern Strands, but be was attended by a nu- 
merous train of Noble Men and other Perſons of 
Note, whilſt his Army was re- inforc d with Troops 
from every Neighbouring City: This is he, whoſe 
Majeſtick Preſence caus d the Enemies of our Eſta- 
bliſh d Church to remove their Quarters of refreſh- 
ment, with all ſpeed out of the Britiſb Air, andto re- 
treat with the irindulgences, Pardons and other txin- 
kets of Superſtition; for that Perſon was thoughtto 
| he happy, who could firſt ibark and make the Gal- 
1 avoid the Cenſure of the then Prince of 
Orange, whoſe veryName was more terrible to a Ro. 


man 
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nan Catholick, than all the vain Ihunder bolt of 
Excammunication that were ever diſcharg d by yin 

Imperipus Court of Rogue. O weep till your Eyes he: 
come & Fountain of Tears for this is he, whom the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, addreſs d in anhum- 

ble Style, to take ppon him the adminiſtration of Aft 
fairs hoth Civil and Military 5 whg,demean'd him: 
ſelt with uch lingularPrugence in this and all other 
exigences of the Government, that 4 en 

of the Eſtates of the Realm unanimouſly 
him for their Liege Lord and caus d bw — be 
proclaim d lawful King of England, France | and 
Ireland, to hold the Imperial Conn and Royal 
Dignity, with all the Dominjons thereto. belong- 
ing, which Election was afterwards approv'd: of- 
and ratify'd by the Eſtates of the AE. Kingdagy 
of Scotland. 
O my beloved F riends, [et brackiſh Suenns run 
down your Eyes, like mighty FHouds, when yon 
behold this High Renowned King faln down as 
Victim to cruel Death; for this was he, Who wa⸗ 
ding over the River B og, when the Air; was: dary 
ken' 10 with Smoak, and chicken d with ſhowers of 
that gain d ſo glorious a Victory, that thoſe few. 
of hisEnemies who were left alive, ſtrove to hide 
themſelves in Boggs and Mountains from the fury 
of his purſuing Troops,that laid the Duſt, with the 
Blood of their fly ing Foes, as a ſprinkling Shower 
does in a Summers- day; à Victory which? pray'd 
ſo terrible to the Governgurs of many Forts and 

ſtrong Holds that they tamely ſurrender'd with a 
Panic Fear, at the very firſt Summons of this moſt 
fortunate Monarch. G grieve and mourn. to fee 
ſo valiant a Prince, depriv'd of all his Strength 
and Vigour, by en Deaths forthis Ny 
© whoſe 


57 
whoſe Royal Fleet eng gag d the Grand Tyrant; 
Squadrons May 19. 1692, with ſo much Brav 
that in lefs than five hone they all turn'd Stern, 25 
not being able to bear ſo violent a Shock : Howe- 
ver notwithſtanding their ſpeedy Retreat, the Pur. 
fuit was fo cloſely follow'd, that Streams of 
Blood run out at the Scupper-holes of their Veſſels 
in ſuch vaſt quantities, that the Ocean thr which 
they ſail'd/ was ſtain d with a Crimſon-dye, and 
many Ships were blown up into the Air, or ſunk 


in the bottom of the Sca: But that which crownd 


the Day with never ceaſing Glory and Fame, was 
the blazing: Fire at La Hogue, where no leſs than 
twelve of the Enemies gien Ships with thirty 
_ and Tranſport-veſſels were all deſtroy d 
by the conſuming Flames. 

Then ſtill continue to mourn O my Friends and 
let the flouds of your Tears increaſe as it were an 


overflowing Torrent, to think that this Imperial 


Potentate ſhould ceaſe to live at the Age ww 51 
Years:for' this ishe,who being unanimouſly deen 
Generaliffio of all the Confederate Forces im- 
bark d in 1695 to beſiege the ſtrong Townof Ne 
nut, where He carry'd on the Approaches with ſuch 
Genal Valour and Conduct, that be ſoon trium- 
© phantly enter d its Gates, if1 light of a formidable 
Army, which had made many fruitleſs Marches 
and Couriter-marches to divert him from ſo glori- 
ous an Enterprize. O come let us view his wea- 
ty'd Limbs; for this is he, whom Divine Provi- 
dents preſerv'd from theinhumane Hands of a vile 
Crew of bloudy Conſpiratours, who had bound 
one another with execrable Oaths to extinguiſh 
his precious Life Feb. 15. 1696 but kind Heaven 

ſoon detected their Villiny 280 brought the au- 
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dacious Traytors to 1 5 Puniſhment, as it 
lainly appears to our Senſes, upon the ſight of 
hoſe "(ters Limbs ſtuck. up on every Gate of 
the Metropolitan City, as a Terrour to plotting 
Heads. O mourn my Soul. with bitter Lamenta- 
tations, and bewail the irreparable Loſs of thy 
moſt Wiſe and Clement Prince; for this is he, who 
on Decemb. 13. 1702, made ſo fine am Harangue 
in the Auguſt Aſſembly of Eugliſb Senators; an O- 
tation, which will be recorded in the Annals of e- 
verlaſting Fame, for the uſe of admiring Poſteri- 
ty; a Speech that will ſpeak the Author's Praiſe, 
as long as the reſpendent Orbs of the Sun and 
Moon purſue their wonted Courſe, and even Ten | 
thouſand Ages hence, if the Earth ſhall continue 
ſo long in its Natural Situation. 
And indeed, what I have here recited is ſearce a 
thouſandth part of the noble Atchievments per- 
form d by this High and Mighty Monarch; for ſhould 
tell you bow often he croſsd the Seas thrd furious 
Storms and raging Waves and give a particular ac- 
caunt of all the dangers his Royal Perſon was ex- 
poſs d to; ſhould I inform you how frequently he 
was forc d to wake and watch, when we lay faſt a- 
ſleep in the Chamber of Security; fnould I run over 
the large Hiſtory of his Life, or take upon me to 
ſhew all the Hardſhips, Fatigues and Toils he in- 
dur'd for Foes as well as Friends, the time would fail 


me; nay the Narrative would ſwell up to a huge 
Volume, and draw ſuch a black Vail over all 
your Delights, as to make you paſſionately cry 
out; O unbappy Day und diſmal Hour, that ever I | 
ſhould hear the mournful News or tell the ſad Story, 
That William the Great, William the Noble, Willi- 
am the Potent is oper-power d by Death; Oh tell it 
e e not 
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not in Geth, neither let it be publiſh d in the Streets 
of Aſcalon ! O fatal Time to England, O doleful Sea- 
ſox” to the Allies of Great Britain, hem ſo IIluſtri- 
ous, an Heroe left a Mortal State! Why did he not re- 
tire to the Shades of the Grave unknown to any Man 
nom living; or why was not that Tongus ſilenc d whith 
firſt ſountled this jarring Knell in my Bis, Our So- 
veraign Lord the King is dead? Oh that I had with- 
drawn any felf to 4 ſolitar Mount, ſomie Days before 
be lean d ona Dying-conch, or took his Laſt Farewell 
of the World.) Then I might bude flouriſh d to the 
Longeſt period of Life, and bave imagin d, that Wil. 
liam ay dread Soverdign was ſtill Reiguing on Earth. 
Bui Oh unbuppy mee, who muſt ſpend the remainder 
of my Days in lamentable Sighs, Heart-breaking Sobbs, 
aud tricking Tears] Therefore now let me bid 4 final 
Adieu to Folly; ſraceit is my hard Fate to pine away 
with hideous Cries, and direful Groans. Nom III 


Muli of this deceaſed Potentate, and divide my pre- 
cou, Time into three Portions, that is to ſay, one part 
100 be ſpent in the Service of God the Father, Son and 
= Holy Ghoſt, another in refreſhing decay d Nature, and 
= 4 third in making ſome ſuch Reſolves as theſe + 


* <Whoever may look upon it as the beſt means 
of ſupporting a crazy Body, and reviving an op- 
preſs d Spirit, to caſt out of their Memory the 
S © glorious Exploits of ſo invincible a Monarch; Ill 
| £ continually call to Mind what mighty Things he 
| + did for me, and all the Britzh People, and learn 
to portray my own Mortality, by conſidering, 
Tbat within a little while this moultering Body 
of wine, muſt lye in the ſame Form, as that of 

| © my betoved King: And indeed, the Time cant 
de long cre the Eyes of thoſe that ſee me _ 
0 be winl 


i | lay my ſelf domn on a Marble Tomb-ſtone, near the 


will behold me no more; the Hour is poſting on 
« apace, hen this Tongue that is now pronounc- 
ing a defery'd Harangue in Praiſe of a Great, 

i- | © Wiſe and Mighty Prince, will ceaſe to ſpeak for 
ever; the fatal Minute is approaching with ſpeed, 
” | « when this Hand which is now drawing a lively 
scene of Death, will let its Pencil fall, and be 
> &f © forc'd to ſtretch. out its ſtiff Fingers in a dying 
> El © Poſture: The Moments are running ſwift away | 
re 

1 

e 

. 
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to that final Period, when this delicate Image 
© of the Almighty, is to be laid on a Bier, and 
convey d to the ſilent Shades; where it muſt 
© take a long ſleep in the Bed of Duſt, never to a- 
wake till this my Soveraign Prince 1s riſen to a 
7 || © glorious Immortality, being call'd by the Arch⸗ 
„ | © Angel's Trump, to come and receive a juſt Re- 
Ward for all his kind Pains and Labour of Love, 
during his abode in a Mortal State. 
[I * Whoever may think fit to indulge their ſenſu- 
el al Appetites ſo far, as to fin away their precious 
Time, and never think of Mortality; for my 
part Il learn to know how frail I am, and con- 
d | * clude, There is no abiding here; ſince Crowns 
d and Scepters are of no force to ward off the im- 
partial Stroke of Death; for if potent Kings faint 


5 * and dye away, how can I expect to live long, 
1 * who have no Troops of Guards to attend my Per- 
e 6 on, Or protect me from the violent Aſſaults of 
Il I © deſperate Ruffians; noChaplainsto crave a Bleſ- 
ing on my Lawful Defigns, nor Phyſicians to 
n preſcribe Rules for the preſervation of my Health; 
8 no bright warlike Armour, to defend.my Body, 
Y * when Bullets fly as it were thick ſtorms of Hail, nor 
f pamper d Horſe to run me out of Danger, when 
t -cordials to 


* cloſe purſu'd by the Enemy; no Pearl 
treviv- 
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« revive my fainting Spirits, nor ſtrengthening Jel- 
© hes to ſupport weak Nature ʒ no ores "ob 
© ſtrains. of Muſick to elevate my Affections, nor 
© Banks of Gold to 0 6 my inſulting Foes; 
no Chair of State to eaſe my weary d Limbs, nor 
velvet · cuſnion to lean my aking Head on; no 
* ſhady Groves to ſhelter me againſt the ſcorching 
Heat of the Sun, or the inſult of a haſty Shower; 
nor fragrant Smells to invigorate the Animal Spi- 
r i 3 
Or what means can I find out to prolong my 
© Life to a farther Term, who am not ſurrounded 
with numerous Crowds of loving Friends and 
© loyal Subjects to wiſh me a long and proſpe- 
© rous Reign, nor uſher'd in with loud Hoſan- 
© na's to proclaim me Great; who have no mag- 
© nificent Palaces encompaſs d with delightful Gar- 
dens to pleaſe my Eyes, nor flocks of winged Qui- 
« riſters penn d up to charm my Ears; no ſcarlet 
* Robes to ſet off my Perſon, nor flattering Smiles 
© to divert my drouſy Thoughts; no new-invent- 
« ed Sports to win me over to Mirth, nor gaudy 
« Actors to decoy a wavering Mind; no trilling 
Songs and charming Airs to paſs away the tedious 
Nights, nor ſounding: Bells to ring a pleaſant 
© Peal; no Carpets of State to grace my Tread, 
nor Pages of Honour to bear up my Trains no 
* joyful News of the Defeat of my Enemies, nor 
Mediator to compoſe my Differences with Foreign 
* States; no cringing Vaſſals to bend the Knee, as 
am paſling by, nor fawning Paraſites to vail 
«their Bonnets to me in token of Subjection; 
© no Nobles artending to hearken to my Call, nor 
meaner ſort of People waiting for my Gifts of 
Favour? Then what reaſon have I to drill away 


my 
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my precious Moments, in contriving how to fix - 
ca long abode in this vain World, or in ſolacin 

« my ſelf with the hopes of living a pleafant Life: 
Henceforth A- dieumy love to Sin; Im reſolvd 
to wait for the call of Death, and tro pine away 
my remaining Days in pouring forth flouds of 
© Tears for all the Follies of my Touth: Ill uſe my 
© utmoſt endeavours to be inſtrumental in averting 
the juſt Judgments.of God, which hang hover- 
ing over poor Exgland'sSkirts, by a ſingle Thread 
© of his abuſed Patience; for the Nation's Sins and 
my own particular Tranſgreſſions; and I'll earn 
to amend my Vicious Courſe for the time to come. 
And indeed, what nobler Balſam can be prepar'd: 
by the good People of the Britiſb Iſland, to pre- 
* ſerve the Sacred Life of our dread Soverain Lady, 
* and to gain Honourable Succeſs for her Royal 
Fleets and Armies; than their timely Death to Sin 
and their rene wing of the Bands of Love, by al- 
Jowing no other diſtinguiſhing Character among 
themſelves, for the future, but of thoſe who are 
for the Heavenly Kingdom of Chriſt and the pro- 
ſperous Reign of Queen Anne here on Earth; 
and of thoſe that mean a Wicked Life, and to 
diſturb the Peace of the Realm by raiſing Feuds 
* and Animoſities amongſt its Members; and may, 

this Maxim be tranſmitted to Poſterity as a ſtand. 
ing Rule, That whoever either by Writing or 
Diſcourſe go about to make any diſtinction be- 
tween Parties upon account of their different O- 
pinions in matters of Religion, provided they 
ſubſcribe the fundamental Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith are they and they only that cauſe a 
cbiſm in the Church and Confuſion in the State. 
1 ſtall conclude theſe ſerious Reflections on Mor- 
tality 


ae with, kan nication Form of Prayer, worthy 
to be perus'd by every ſincere Member of the true 


ly 2 Catholick and Apoſtolick Church. O 
Alright 110 and Everlaſling God who art ten 


thou 4 times. brighter than the dazzling; Raves of 


a ae Sun, and, of B 1 With 
„any Fleats | or om among thy 4. 
51 drew; implamt iu — Hearts the Sp. 
rut of Love, Unity;aud Concord, that nie agneeing in 
the main L of thy true Reliyzony may raiſe 
no vain Diſpites about Forms, and: Ceremonies which 
are only the wery ſhadows of it, Mthon Fountain of Love, 
anrich our Souls with the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
and infuſe into our Minds that Charity which (uffers 
long, and is. eaſy to be;emreated:, let Wiſdow be our 
*unerring Guide, and Moderation the conſtant ' Rule 
of our Lives : Let\Bowels of Tenderneſs be: diſplay'd 
towards all Diſſenting Parties, and grant, That m. 
ny wand ring Sinners may be won over to the knowledge 
of the Truth, by the aint marks 5.4 our unfeigned 
Aſſection to all our Brethren, and a apf 
ſenſe of one another's Failings- + | 


O thou, the Great God Jehovab, quench th ra- 


ging flames of Malice, that too often break out in thy 
Temple, from the [Mouths of thoſe that falſely fol 
themſelves the Miniſters of | a'\ week forgiving Je- 
e, and turn. thoſe reuiling Diſcourſes into thine 
own Language, which ever belortls 42 contendimny fur 
the Faith i in Love and good: Works. © Grant O Lo 

That all they who own thy Name, may paſs by former 
Errours and, bury late Animoſities in the Tomb of Ob- 
livion : O thou Bleſſed Saviour aid Redeemer of the 
World, let it be known to every Perſon proſelſing 
Godlineſs, That the foundation of our Religion 13 ſted- 
faſtly to-believe in the Divine Eſſence and to 
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from all laiſuii And graut we 


humbly be ſeech thee 
That they only may be accounted Members of thy He- 
ly Catholick Church, whoſe unſpotted Lives and Con 
verſation] are guided by the Statutes of Heaven, be 
their different Opinions or private Sentiments in mat- 
ters of leſſer moment, never ſo *various. O thou E- | 
ver· living Son of the moſt High God, let every Suk 
be touch d with ſuch a living ſenſe of their Duty, as | 
to diſcern, That he 1s not a Chriſtian, who only ſeems 
to be ſo in outward Appearance, but he alone, that 
anſwers that noble Character in the inward diſpoſition 
of his Mind ; conſtantly endeavouring, as far as it 
lies in has power to inatate the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
to ſhew forth his Good Works in meekneſs of 
Wiſdom. 8 
Let not any boaſt, what Party they are of, or whoſe 
power ful Preaching they delight to hear; but let all 
pride themſelves in ſeriouſly examining the State z 
their own Souls, raiſing their. AﬀeFions from Senſe, 
and fixing them altogether on Thee the Soverdign Good, 
on whom all our Joy and Happineſs does worthily 
center. We. alſo meekly entreat Thee, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, ſo to diſpoſe the Hearts of the Children of Men, 
that every one of thy choſenVeſſels may be ſo indifferent, 
in reſpedt to the bare denomination of Opinions, as | 
to conclude, it would be no breach of thy Divine Com—- 
mand of at any time, they ſhould adbeuture to kneel 
at the Altar of the Church of England, and after- } 
wards fit down with the Preſbyterians, or receive 
the Sacred Viands at the Table of the Indepen- 
dants. O thou Eternal King of Glory and Supreme 
Judge of the Univerſe, ſuffer not any Animoſities or 
Diſſenſiont to put a Reproach upon thy Goſpel, or ſtain 
the Reputation of thy Elec People; but grant that 
Self intereſt and Folly, which are too predominant 
A Pp within 


* 


within the Pale of thy Church at this Day, even 4. 
mongſt its pureſt Tales, = be banifs'd thy Court: 
for the future : Finally, vouchſafe O Lord, ſo to in- 
fluence the Condut of every particular Society of Cbri- 
ſtians, that they may earneſtly ſtrive to get the Vidlor 
over Sin, and conqueſt over an inveterate Spirit of Diſ- 
cord. Pour down all theſe tranſcendent Bleſſings on 
4 ſinful Nation and a divided People, for the alone 
| Merits of Jeſus Chriſt the Eternal San of thy Love, 
our only Mediatour and Advocate, and let the wbole 
Congregation of the Righteous throughout the World, 
ſay Amen. 2. M0 


CH A P. XXX. 


The GharuSer of a Genuine Son of Chriſt's Church Mi 
litant here on Earth. 


| E that would be an Heir apparent to the 
II Church Triumphant in Heaven, muſt firſt 
take care to approve himlelf a worthy Member of 
the Church Militant on Earth, whoſe peculiar 
Qualities are to acknowledge and for ever to adore 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, three Divine Per- 
fons, but one Eternal and Omnipotent God; be. 
eving likewiſe at the ſame time one Community 
of Saints or fincere Profeſſours of Chriſtianity dil- 
pers d throughout the whole Globe of the Earth; 
one ſaving Faith, one Baptiſt for the remiſſion of 
Sins; one propitiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body and 
Bloud ; one appointed Hour of Death, one Ge- 
neral Reſurrection, one great Day of Judgment, 
when the whole Race of Mankind ſhall be oblig6 
to give an Account of their Works done in the 


Fleſh, one Heaven to be the Everlaſting Reward 
Fg 


thod to fall a Victim to Folly ; one Spirit of Love 


of denying the power of his Laws, by a looſe 


and another to endleſs Pains; one ay to be ſav'dl 


lation, Perſecution, Revenge, Schiſm and Dis- 
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of the Righteous, and one Hell to Puniſh Wick 


He alſo owns, There is one Rule. of Life fo 
gaining the Conqueſt over Sin, and another Me 


ed Reprobates to all Eternity. 


% 
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and Unity for Brethren, and another of invete 
rate Hatred and Diſcord, one manner of confeſſing 
the Truth in Jeſas, by a Holy Life and anothew 


Converſation ; one Courſe tending to Eternal Joys 


and another to be Damn'd ; one Diſcipline for 
obtaining the favour of the Ever- bleſſed Trinity 
and another to loſe the moſt comfortable injoy- 
ment of the Beatifick Viſion: One Company of la- 
borious faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel, who 
conſtantly Preach the ſound Doctrine of Holineſs, | 
Juſtice, Truth, Sobriety, Love, Chriſtian Mode- 
ration, forgiveneſs an Long-ſuffering; and ano- 
ther Pack of Supine Levites, that make it their 
main buſineſs to promote Strife, Variance, Emn- 


cord: One Party maintaining the Power of God- 
lineſs, by ſhunning Vice ; and another Diſown- | 
ing the poſitive Commands of Heaven, by failing | 
down the Stream of Iniquity : One Society of up- 
right Chriſtians complying with rhe Terms of the 
Goſpel, and the Laws of the Land, by doing Ju- 
ſtice, loving Mercy and walking humbly with 
their God; and another Tribe of falfe-hearted Hy- 
pocrites making Rents in the Church and Diviſ- 
ons in the State, by raiſing needleſs Diſputes, Feuds 
and Animoſities among Brethren of the ſame Com- 
nity, tho of ſome what different Perſwaſions. 
And farther, he is very ſenſible, that there is 

1 * one 
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one Body of Profeſſours who are Religious, Pure 
and Holy and another of thoſe that are Diſſolute, 
Filthy and Profane ; one Race of Men Charitable, 
Liberal and Merciful ; and another, hard- hearted, 
tovetous and Cruel: One Familiar, Affable and 
Free, another auſtere, arrogant and moroſe; one 
upright,” Juſt and True, another Deceitful, Falſe 
and Perſidious; one Steady, Frm and Reſolute, 
another Unſtable, Weak and Fickle ; one obliging, 
Courteous and Modeſt, another Impetious, Dit- 
reſpectful, and Inſolent; one Diſcreet, Prudent 
and Cautious, another Raſh, Fooliſh and Unadvi- 
ſed; one adorn'd with Grace, Knowledge and Sa- 
gacity, another ſtain d with Vice, Ignotance and 
Stupidity - One Meek, Calm and Gentle, another 
Hot, Fiery and Turbulent ; one ready to paſs by 
Injuries, Affronts and Wrongs, another obſtinate- 
ly retaining Malice, Rancour and II-will; one 
frequent in Prayer, Meditation and Watching, 
another negligent in the performance of known 
Duties, Careleſs and Sloathful ; one diligent in 
Hearing, Obſerving and Practiſing, another alto- 
gether taken up with idle Talking, Gazing and 
lleeping: In a Word, one Party, whoſe Wills are 
reſign d to the Divine Diſpoſal, their vicious In- 
clinations mortify d and their unruly Paſſions ſub- 
du d; and another that is continually rebellious, 
repining, ugeaſy and fretful. „ leit! 

And indeed, whoſoever will be ſavd, muſt have 
a true lively Faith, and an Univerſal Charity; a 
Temper even and firm; a peaceable Mind and a pure 
Soul; a Will obedient to the Dictates of Heaven, 
and Holy Affections; a Teal for the promoting of 
God's Glory, and a Dread of Sin; an ardent deſire 
of taking the Kingdom of Heaven by force, and 
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a cordial Love for its Inſtitutions; a Heart impa- 

tiently deſirous of Union and longing for Peace, 

ſo as always to ſeek and enſue it, with unweary d di- 
ligence. They that ſtand as Candidates for a glo- 
rious Promotion in the future State, muſt be kind 
to all and hurtful to none; faithful to Friends and 
helpful to Enemies; flow to Wrath, and eaſie to 
be entreated ; full ot good Works, and void of 
evil Actions, having a quiet Conſcience and a con- 
tented Mind ; being dutiful to Parents and loyal } 
to Princes; free from Deſpite, Envy and Hatred, 
abſtaining from Evil, and doing Good; abandon- 
ing Vice and imbracing Vertue; living one Day, 
as if appointed to die the next; inſtructing the Ig» I 
norant and ſupporting the Weak; relieving the 
Poor and cloathing the Naked; praying with the 
Sick and viſiting the Impriſoned; confirming the 
Pious, and reclaiming the Diſſolute; vindicating } 


tho Orthodox and confuting Hereticks; encourag- 


ing the Vertuous, and diſcountenancing the Un- 
godly; reproving the Diſorderly and admoniſhing | 
the Negligent. They are alſo careful in regula- 
ting their own inordinate Affections and ſubduing 
unruly Luſts; having a tender Conſcience and a 
ſanctityd Will; a meek Spirit and an upright Heart: 
They ate innocent in Life and blameleſs in Con- 
verſations rich in Grace and abounding in good 
Works ; contending for Glory and, affectio- 
nately Loving the Blefled Jeſns ; They uſe few 
Words and are void of Strife; but Strong in the 
Lord, and mighty in! his Power; hating Vanity, 
and deſpiſing Pride 3 being Wiſe as Serpents, and 
harwleſs as Doves 3, Pręſervers of Friendſhip and 
Enemies to Diſcord. ; conſtantly walking in the 
ſtraight Paths of Righteouſneſs, and avoiding the 
f Fp 3 dangerous 


5 582 
. 

dangerous Road of Sinners: Theſe are they that 

have a well diſpoſed Heart and a deſire to 


praying for the proſperity of the Church, and che- 
riſhing all its Members with an unfeigned Affecti- 
on; ſhewing much reſpe& to Superiours, and a 
great deal of Courteſy to Inferiours : To conclude, 
they are of a Sweet Diſpoſition, and an active In- 
duſtry, circumſpect in Demeanour and diligent in 
Practice; continually running the race of Vertue, 
and preſſing forward to obtain the Prize of the 
High Calling of God. | 

W hoſocver uſes his utmoſt endeavours to be ſo 
qualify'd; and leads ſuch a regular Life, is un- 
doubtedly a Genuine Son of Chriſt's Holy Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolick Church; for no ſooner is a 
pious Perſon well grounded in the Principles of 
true Religion, but he immediately finds a thorough 


Change in the Frame of his Nature, and dares not -. 


any longer hold on in a needleſs Diſpute, concern- 
ing Forms and Modes of Divine Worſhip, or fo 
much as make an uncharitable Reflection upon a- 
ny Community of Chriſtians, that can't joyn with 
him in every particular Nicity, or indifferent Ce- 
remony ; wiſely conſidering, That where the Ho- 
ly Scripture has not a Tongue to command or for- 
bid any thing, the matter is apparently left to the 
Arbitration of cvery Man's Conſcience, as not be- 
ing eſſentially neceſſary for Salvation: However, 
he knows it to be a Duty incumbent on all Chri- 
ſtians, of what Perſwaſion ſoever they may be, 
to make choice of ſuch Perſons for their Aſſociates, 
as are pure in Spirit, moderate in Opinion, and 
adhere to the Eſſential Parts of Chriſt's Reveal'd 
Religion; neither is there any other means by 

TTT 


far- 
ther inſtructed in Divine Myſteries; inceſſantly 
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which they can attain to the true knowledge of 
their Daty to God, their Neighbours and them- 


ſelves. And indeed, the chief Motive which in- 
duc d me to ſpend ſo many tedious Hours in com- 


ing this Volume, was the obſervation I made 
that after the Deceaſe of King Milliam III. of ever- 


bleſſed Memory, the Tory Tribe of Perſecuting | 
Sinners began to be fledg'd with their high-fly- | 
ing Feathers and to ſoar up aloft, as: it were ſo 
many rapacious Vulturs to ſeek their former Prey; | 


ſo that the Conſequence would have prov'd fatal 


to three flouriſhing Kingdoms, had not the ſingu- 
lar Wiſdom of a Sagacious and moderate Queen, | 


put a ſtop to their haſty Flight and Clipt their 


ſpreading Wings, by declaring, She was reſolv d to | 


maintain the AGF of Toleration. 
However, notwithſtanding ſo great a Mortifica- 


tion, numerous Flocks of theſe ravenous Birds of 
Prey are {till fluttering up and down about the 


Engliſh Coaſts, to lay hold of a favourable Op- 


portunity, to tear open our old Sores with their 
keen Bills, and revive our lamentable Diſſenſions, 
the diſmal Effects of which have been apparently 

felt abroad among many of our Brethren of the | 
Reformed Religion; inſomuch that the Romaniſts } 
our Common Enemies have almoſt quite extirpa- | 


ted the very Name of a Proteſtant Church, outof 
ſeveral Neighbouring Countries, and I am afraid, 
the ſame Fate will ſoon overtake us, if not timely 
prevented by ſuppreſſing thoſe mighty Nzzrods 
who ſo eagerly ſeek to deſtroy this our Britiſb Iſrael 
that is to By. all ſuch as dreſs in the Railing Fa- 


(hion, and are deſirous to Lord it over tender Con- 


ſciences, with a perſecuting Arrogance 2 But I hope 
all Sober Chriſtians indud with moderation, will 
from 
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from time to time, put up their earneſt Requeſts 
and and Supplications at the Trone of Grace, that 
this Church and State may never be ſo unhappy 
for the future, as to be overtaken by a calamitous 
Time, when that peſtilent brood of Vipers may 
bear Sway; as it happen d in the Reign of King 
Charles Il, but that we may all unanimouſly ſtand up 
for the Cauſe of God and his true Religion, pre- 
ferring none to ſit at the Helm of Government, or 
to be employ d in any other Publick Station for 
the management of Affairs either Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil, but ſuch as are well known to be ſound in 
Doctrine, holy in Life, moderate in Spirit, ac- 
compliſh'd in Knowledge, and powerful in pulling 
down the ſtrong Holds of Vice. Then we may ex- 
pect to gain the ſmiles of Heaven, the Favour of 
the Almighty, the Conqueſt over Sin, and a com- 
pleat Victory over our Enemies both Ghoſtly 


and Temporal ; ſo that this Land of our Nativity 


may flouriſh, and be continually refreſh'd with 
| over-flowing Streams of Peace and Plenty. 

Io conclude, I hope it will not be thought fo- 
reign from my preſent Subject if I proceed farther 
in expoſing the Folly of all turbulent and perſecu- 
ting Spirits and endeavour to reclaim them by a 


familiar Compariſon: _ 

Tis reported that there are two remarkable Ri- 
vers in the Kingdom of Hungary, the Waters of 
which altho' of different Colours and Properties, 
amicably meet in one Channel, without diſturbing 
each other, or intermixing their pure Elementary 
Sabſtance; but roll together with one Conſent 
towards the vaſt Ocean; only ſtriving. whoſe 
fiient Streams may float it faſteſt down, and ar- 
rive ſooneſt 285 their appointed Stage. notwith- 
WWW ſtanding 
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ſtanding the oppoſition ſometimes made by retro- 
grade Eddies and ſwelling Surges: And whenever 
their boſterous Enemies I mean, the ſtormy Winds 
aſſault them in their Paſſage; they immediately } 
bring up the united forces of their jprovok'd Bil- 
lows, to ſtem the Tide againſt thoſe impetuous 
Blaſts z never inſulting one another in the leaſt 
with their proud Waves, troubled Waters or dif- } 
ferent Temperatures. Now what a Scandal is it 
for any Religious Votaries eſpecially Proteſtants 
to fall out by the Way, into implacable Animoſi- 
ties among themſelves, and even at that very In- 
ſtant, when the bloudy Papiſts are drawing up 
their numerous Forces in Battel- array, to deſtroy | 
the Church our Holy Mother and hew us downas 
a Victim to their unrelenting Cruelty ; without 
the leaſt diſtinction of Perſons, or regard to any 
Party above another. Therefore if our ſeveral 
Pretenſions are tending to Godlineſs and the com- 
mon Intereſt of the Reformed Churches, let us 
joyn our Hands and Hearts together, as it were in 
imitation of the two purling Rivulets but now 
mention d, ſo as effectually to make head againſt } 
our-formidable Enemies the Grand Tyrants and | 
perfidions Diſturbers of Europes Peace; ſerioufly | 
conſidering, That we are all Brethren of the ſame 
pure Religion, with reſpect to the fundamen- 
tal Articles of it, making Confeſſion of one Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Faith, and are all drivin 
one Way; altho we are not all of the ſame Mind: 
Temperature or Complexion, in reference to the 
outward Forms and Circumſtances of Divine Wor- 
ſnipz nor ever ſhall be, as long as the Sun and 
Moon indure, - + | | 
If the Caſe ſtands thus, why ſhould we parley or, 
Wrangle 


"AY * 
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vrrangie on the Heavenly King, High-way to Sion 
about that which can never be abſolutely defin'd or 


adjuſted in this imperfect State notwithſtanding our 


utmoſt Efforts to that purpoſe However let this be 
our Comfort, That the Matters in Diſpute amongſt 
us, are not worthy of much notice, and do not in- 
terfere with our common Salvation: ſince all the Stir 
we make is only about a few Punctilio's of Church- 


Diſcipline, or Bodily Geſtures,upon which fo great 


ſtreſs as to extend tothe breach of mutual Charity 
by no means ought to be bent by thoſe Profeſſours 
who are in earneſt, when they lay claim to Hea- 
ven; ſince tis much to be fear d, That all thoſe 
fiery Zealots, who ſtand up fo ſtiffly for indiffe- 
rent Points, or even meer Trifles, will appear to 
be ignorant Pretenders to Divinity or notorious 
lukewarm Hypocrites, when they come to be due- 
ly examin'd and weigh'd in the Ballance of the 


Sanctuary; ſo that they may be fitly compar to 


ſome Springs of an unuſual property, whoſe Icy 
Waters ſend forth imaginary Flaſhes of Fire, 
which plainly ditcover a hot Humour, but a cold 
Temperature. 

Upop the whole Matter, let all upright true- 
hearted Chriſtians love one another; with a cor- 
dial Sincerity and an unlimited Aﬀection, as 
the Bleſſed Apoſtles did in the firſt Infancy of our 
Holy Religion ; altho there were Controverſies 
| fet on foot among them, which nevertheleſs did 
not in any wiſe affect their firm Beliet in the Son 
| of God, but were rais'd about Preheminence and 
ſome other Nicities of no great Importance; in- 
ſomuch that our dear Saviour the Prince of Peace, 
| knowing the inward motions of their Hearts, ſoon 
| gave a check to the Careęr of their hot Dif! * 
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[597 ] 
aud moſt prudently put them to ſhame, by ſetting 

a little . the midſt of them, and ri 
Of juch is the Kingdom of Heaven ; meaning, That 
it was not expedient for his Apoſtles and Follow- 
ers, to diſpute or contend about any Matters, but 
thoſe that were eſſentially neceſſary to be known 
and practis d in order to Salvation; the Sum of 
all which is fully comprehended in theſe three 
Emphatical Sentences, viz. To fear God and keep 
his Commandments: to doto all as we would be 
done by; and to love one another with Chriſtian 
Charity . Therefore 1 think it ought to be no 
longer an occafion of Scandal or Offence, whe- 
ther thePariſh-Miniſter wears a Canonical Caſſock 
or a long Cloak, a white Surplice or a black Coat; 
whether he be a Preacher ordain'd by a Biſhop or 
appointed by a Conſiſtory of Orthodox and Learn- 
ed Divines; whether he delivers the /ively Oracles 
of Truth, in a Cathedral, a Parochial Church; 
or an obſcure Meeting-houſe ; whether he bows 
to the Altar, or at the Name of Jeſus, or ſtands 
up at the Repetition of the Goſpels; or does 
not think fit to comply with thoſe outward Cere- 
monies ; whether be Prays by a Form, or as the 
Holy Spirit gives him utterance; and in ſhort, 
whether he be a Prelate, a Dean, an Arch-Deacon 


or other dignity'd Clergy-man ; or otherwiſe an 
inferiour Pricſt, or private Teacher. 

Theſe are things of no great moment, and do 
not belong to the Subſtantial Articles of Religion; 
ſo that every particular Community ought to 
ſtrive with unweary'd Diligence to ſhew which | 
Party can make the beſt of their way towards the 
Center of Everlaſting Reſt, by Acts of Charity 
and Mercy, by Example and Pręcepts, by Life and 


Doctrine 


| 


do. 


388 | 
Doctrine, by ſound Arguments and meek ;Entrea. 
ties, by Loving-kindneſs and gentleneſs of Tem- 
per, by Patience and Humility, by Prayers and | 
| Supplications, by Sobriety and Abſtinence, by P 
Watching and Faſting, by running the Race of c 
Vertue, and encountering Spiritual Enemies; by f 
kind Invitations and friendly F orbearance, by Mild- F. 
neſs, and Love, by Conſtancy and Perſeverance, by 
a readineſs to forget and forgive Injuries, by an I , 
honeſt endeavour to avoid Errours, and conniving I y 
at the Miſtakes of others; by meeting half way and I c 
complying, by exborting and inſtructing; by mo- , 
derating Matters and removing Obſtacles, by af. I .. 
lifting and ſupporting, by pardoning and not giv. F , 
ing offence, by contending for Heaven, and poſt- 0 
ing tor Glory; by a circumſpect Demeanour and I * 
wholeſome Inſtructions, an affable outward Beha- 1 ., 
viour and overt Acts ot Indulgence, by fair Words | ; 
and real Performances, by Unity and Concord, by | | 
Regeneration and Repentance, by Long-ſuffering 
and putting on Bowels of Compaſlion : "Therefore 
if thou would'ſt ſer up for an accompliſh'd Chriſti- 
an, and have thy Actions approv'd both by God 
and Man, take care that thou never giveſt way for 
the perſecuting of thy Fellow-Travdalers in the 
| unerring Paths of Religion, | becauſe they can't 
| drefs their Conſciences for Heaven, in that faſhi- 
on, which is moft contormable to thy capricious 
Humour, or perhaps decline to comply with thy 
Private Incercft. | C1401 2991 
| Are there any particular Societies or Bodies of 
| Profetiours within the Fale of Chriit's Catholick 
| Church, who have juſt grounds to believe their 
| Perfwalion or Opinion to b: more Orthodox and 
found than any other? Let them give W 
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God the Praiſe, that they can adorn their Souls 
for the meeting of the great Bride-groom in the 
Heavenly Manſiont, by the help of a truer Divini- 
ty-Glaſs, than the reſt of Mankind; and for the 
future, let them not be ſo ungentcel, or mean- 
ſpirited, as to brand any Community of Chriſti- 
ans with foul Names, upon the account of paſs'd 
Failings or late Offences: For if they do but make 
an impartial Scrutiny into the Miſcarriages of their 
own Party, and turn over the Records of a few 
Years laſt paſs d, Im afraid they'll find ſufficient 
Cauſe to lay their Hands on their Months and ſay 
with Regret; We have all taken our turns to perſe- 
cute one another, and know not who is the greateſt 
offender, Ob] what ſpuil we do unto thet O thou Pre- 
ſerver of Men 8 By what means can we reterive our | 
Honour, or attain to Salvation; nyleſs it be by mm. 
diately repenting of our enormous Tranſgre wns by 
loofeng the Band's of Onrigbiteouſ- neſs, and reciprocatty 
ſhewing 'Mercy one to another? oy "2 
In the mean while, I hope it will not be loo d 
upon as a piece of il Breeding, or an unwaranta- 
ble Cenſure, if I plainly tell the two contending 
Parties in theſe three noble Kingdonis, I mean the 
Church of England more eſpecially eſtabliſh'd by 
Law, and thoſe that bear the Name of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; That if any Perſon of what Order, 
Degree or Perſwaſion ſoever he may be ſhall pre- 
ſume ſor the future directly or indirectly, to re- 
vile, reproach, beſpatter, or perſecute either of 
the ſaid Parties, by Preaching; Diſcourſing, Wri- 
ting or otherwiſe, he ſhall be accounted in my O- 
pinion, no more a Member of either of theſe two 
moſt excellent Bodies of Chriſtian Profeſſours, than 
a Iurb, a Pagan or an Infidel: Nay be it pro- 
claim'd 


claim d henceforth throughout the Britzſþ Iſlands, 

That I had much rather hear the Heavens roar- 

mg with dreadful Peals of Thunder or behold 
them ſet all over on a flame, by amazing Flaſhesſfl D 
of Lightning, than to ſee one that pretends to be 
a Miniſter of the Holy Goſpel, a Paſtour of Chriſt' 
Sacred Church, or a Feeder of his Innocent Lambs, 
ſtanding aloft in the Courts of God, foaming at 
the Mouth, and belching out virulent Invectives, 
againſt any particular Church, or People, who 
ſubſcribe by their orthodox Confeſſion of Faith 
to the fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion, and the poſitive Commands of the Ever- 

lefled Jeſus, the Eternal Author of it. 

For ſuch opprobrious Terms, and extravagant 
Rants are apparently nothing elfe but the Language 
of Hell, devis'd by the Prince of Darkneſs, the 
Grand Enemy of Mankind, on purpoſe to under- 
mine the Foundation of all ſolid and real Religi- 
on, to turn it into a Heap of Deluſions, Lies and 
Shadows; and to imbroil its Profeſſours with in- 
curable Diſſenſions and Animoſities; all which dire- 
ful Effeds of the Diabolical Malice are already 
viſible amongſt us, and I fear will be ſoon com- 
pleated, unleſs we immediately intomb all our 
old Grudges and new- ſtarted Heats in the Land of 
Oblivion ; changing our endleſs Jarrs and needleſs 
Diſputes, into the peaceable Practice of Piety and 
Chriſtian Love: Which God of his Infinite Mercy 

grant for the ſake of Jeſus the eternally beloved 
Son of his Boſom; and may all the Genuine Sons of 
Chriſt's Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, 
reverently proſtrate themſelves before the Divine 
Glory; ſaying, Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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5 Heaven, where Jeſus Reigns, and the Spirits o Juſt | 
hains 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Divize Breathings 4 4 pious Chriitian upon the near | 
approach of Death. | 


Evive O my languiſhing Soul, and fainting | 
R Spirits; arm your ſelves againſt the fear ot 
approaching Death; for the Hour is nigh at 
hand, when thou my beloved Soul muſt take a 
winged flight towards the Gates of the New-Jern- | 
ſalem, to meet thy dear Redeemer in the 8 
of Heaven ; where he ſtands ready, attended with 
numerous Guards of Angels to bid thee Joy, and 
receive thee with a kind Exge into the Everlaſting | 
Manſions of Glory. What a bleſſed Seaſon is this 
during which I have an Opportunity of trimming 
my Lamp and dreſſing my Soul in order to meet 
the Harbingers of Death, who is now making his | 
near Approaches, to hew me down as a Victim to 
his conquering Force! Be not diſmay d my ſinking | 
Spirits, tho unuſual Pains may come rolling in | 
like a mighty Torrent; for the Conflict will foon | 
be over, and then thou my dear Soul, ſhalt ſoar 
up on high, to receive a Crown of Joys unknown | 
to wandring Sinners: Grieve not O my Soul, to 
leave a frivolous World; on the Contraty, be 
tranſported with Joy, becauſe thou art going to 


Men are made Perfect. Break off theſe heavy 
that have confin'd thee ſo long here below, and 
mount up to thoſe reſplendent Orbs, where ſtreams 
of ineffable Pleaſure, continually run as it were an 
over-flowing Deluge, to refreſh weary'd Souls new- 
ly arriv'd from rhe Vale of Tears. 


| 


jt 


1 . 


Be not afraid, my Soul, to exchange an Earth- 


ly Hut, for a Heavenly Palace, the deſolate Tents 


of Kedar, for a glorious Habitation in the- New 
Jeruſalen, a row of filthy Sties, for Streets pav'd 


all over with Diamonds; an inconſiderable Poſt in 


the Garriſon of Vice, for a Camp of Glory a noi- 


ſom Dung-hill, for an heap of Orient Pearls; a 


few empty Cockle-ſhells for a Cown of an inelti- 
mable Price, a fleeting Shadow for a real Subſtance, 
and a Body of Corruptible Fleſn, for the Society 


of three Divine Perſons of the;Ever-blefled Trini- 


ty: O my Soul, trim thy bright Lamp with a freſh 
ſupply of Oil, and adorn thy ſelf for a ſpeedy De- 


parture: Dread not a few clammy Sweats or Con- 


vulſion- fits; ſince they are the kind Meſſengers of 
the King of Glory, that will waft thee over tothe 
Canaan · ſhore; and convey thee ſaſe to the Haven 
of Everlaſting Reſt. Tremble not my Soul, at the 
ſight of the gaſtly King of Terrours, neither be 
aſtoniſnd, when he makes his laſt aſſault on all 


the Powers of a weak Body; but freely reſign up 
all: its ſtrong Holds, without amazing Fear: Be 


willing to abandon a lump of groſs Matter, in 


which thou haſt been content to reſide ſo long on 
Earth, to enter a noble Manſion- houſe, that is E- 


. ternal in the Heavens, Sing for Joy O my Soul, in 
that very inſtant, when the Leaſe of a ſinful Life is 
juſt expiring, and thou art ready to leave an Earth- 
ly Tabernacle quite worn out by Time and Diſeaſ- 


es, and no longer fit for the Habitation of an Im- 
mortal Spirit, till ſuch time as the wiſe Framer of 


the Univerſe ſhall repair and beautify every part 
of it, according to his mighty Power, at the Judg- 
ment of the great Day. aſhes 
Then prepare O my amiable Soul, to take Wing) 

| : amidſt W 
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* the glorious | Spirits, in the 


pee and Eyes dint 3 hm Friends han 


Us e Upper Regions en- 
lighten'd by the eſſential Preſence of the Great 

GodJehovah,till this thy putrefy'd Body being ſub- i 
limated by the Divine Art of Chymiſtry, begins to 
peep. out of the Celeſtial Orbs, in the Morning of ||} 
the Reſutrection, as it were a fragrant Flower, II 
juſt ſhoqting forth from the clefts of its Hood, to [I 
diſplay its lovely Colours. Then cheer up my | 
Soul, to think that this frail Body of Fleſh, Bloud 
and Bones ſhall be wonderfully refin'd in Order to {1 
meet thee its dear Companion, with a Virgin- mo- 
deſty, and will appear far more reſplendent, than 


a beautiful Bride ready trimm'd to embrace her be- 


loved Spouſe, or a blooming Roſe beſprinkled jj 


with the Dew of Heaven. I hen cry out, O my Soul, 


that Death may make ſp2ed to demoliſh'this rui- [M 


nous Houſe of Clay, and ſhade it over with his 


Mantle of Darkneſs: Be alſo in readineſs to ſound. {{{ 
2 Retreat, when the grim Tyrant ſhall come to 
Jay his icy Hands on all the Parts of thy Chill Bo- (I 


dy ; ſo that the Forehead will diſtill trickling % 
Drops of dewey Sweat, to immerſe the pale Face 
and hollow Checks with a ſtrange kind of Bap- 


tiſm ; But exult, O my precious Soul in that very ff 
Moment, when thou art forc d to pant and throb, 
ſigh and mourn, in making thy Way thre this lj 1} 
mortal State; neither be terrify'd at the ftrugglings I 
betwixt Life and Death, Fleſh and Spirit, Mind Fi 1 
Body ; but rejoyce when the Kuees of the latter 
are cold, and its Hands ſtiff; the Throat rattling, 1 | 
Heart beating, and Eye- ſtrings breaking; whillt [If 
the Fingers are bent, the Pulſe low and. Apimat Ii 
Spirits finking ; the Speech faltering; and Voice 
hollow; the Teeth, ſet, and Jaws faln; the Lips 
gazing 1 
an | 


r 
and Parents drooping, Wife dejected and Chij- 
| dren ſhrieking ; the Room being dark, and Phy- 
| ficians departed with Regret. | 

In the midſt of all theſe amazing Agonies, cheer- 


a gracious Redeemer leaving thy lifeleſs Body, 


Serpents bite and Worms devour ; Beauty fades 
and Wiſdom is no longer remember d; and where 
the watery Bowels of the Earth may weep to ſuch 
| a pitch, as to bedew the Winding-ſheet of thy 
. Corps with ſtrained Drops of Orient Tears; when 
all the World has forgot thy former Vigour, 
Sprightlineſs and admirable Indowments : Then 
| rouſe up, my Divine Soul, who art ready for E- 
| ternal Glory, and bid the World a final -A. dien, 
with all its fond Deluſions and gilded Baits of Folly: 
For the time is now at hand, when thou my moſt 
precious Jewel, mult launch out into the Deep of 
Everlaſting Bliſs ; where Cherubins and Seraphims, 
with the other Orders of Angels and Saints, Pro- 
phets and Apoſties, Martyrs and Confeſſours live 
for ever as one Community in the Empyreal Orbs 
above, and are inceſſantly chanting forth the 
- Praiſes of their Incomprehenſible Creatoux. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


ere is no Pen ſo curious or Hand ſo ſteady 4s 


to beintomb'd in the Vault of Corruption, where I 


| An Lea of the uli! Exit of a dying Sinner 


; do be able to to draw a lively Repreſents” 
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fully refign thy ſelf, O my diſconſolate Soul, into ſj. i 
| the Hands of a faithful Creatour, and the Arms of 


wy 

igck Sinner ſuddenly awaken by the near ap- 
roach of Death. O my God, how aſtoniſhing 
to is it to behold a trembling Soul Juſt hovering over 
of Fthe brink of Eternity and making its laſt Exit out 


y, of its moultering Tabernacle of Clay. Then where 


Te I is the Man, and what is his Name, who can read 
les this laſt Leſſon of Humane Mortality, and not 
re burſt forth into flouds of brackiſh Tears, leſt he 
ch ſhould be the Perſon here deſcribd? For my part, 
my Bloud chills in every Vein to think, what a 


en | mi ſerable Creature Man is, when forſaken by God 


Ir, ¶ and juſt going to take his ultimate Farewell of fen- 


en ſual Injoyments ; eſpecially one that has bathd 
E. himſelf in Streams of delicious Pleaſures for twen- 


*, ty or thirty Years, under the warm Beams of 4 
y: olentiful Eſtate, and never met with any croſs 
[t Fortune or Affliction from the Cradle to the 
df Grave. 

Oh che inexpreſſible Agonies of his Soul and 
Body upon the ſudden approach of his Chatige'z” 
the anguiſh of his Spirits, the Confinement of his 


vulſions of his Nerves,thetremblings of his Joynts, 
the wanneſs of his Face, the paleneſs of his Lips, 
the hollow neſs of his Cheeks, the grimnefs of his 


Countenance, the frowns of his Brow, the ſweats + 1 | 


af his Forehead, the ſhortneſs, of his Breath; the... 
throbs of his Heart, the groans of his Spirit, the 
Huttering of his T. ongue, the ſtamſfiering of his 
Words, the hollowneſs of his Voice; #he pa panting. 
of his Breaſt, the working of hisBowels, the p. 


* vage of his Stomack, the congealing of is Bloud, 
as downeſs of his Pulſe, the N of ins Ein, 
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tion of all the dreadful Hoxrours and Amazements' * | 
uſuallly ſeize on the fainting Spirits of a Le- "Wil 


il 
1 
1 
4 


Perſon, the nauſeouſneſs of his Drugs, the Con- .. | i 


„ 
gers, the ſtifneſs of his Feet, the chilneſs of his Bo- 
dy, the rattling of his Throat, the grinning of his 
Teeth, and the ſtretching of his Limbs IBeſides the 
violence of his Paſſions, the diſtilling of Tears, 
the wringing of Hands, the bemoaning of him- 
{elf, his importunate craving for Relief and 
the impoſſibility of obtaining it, the loſs of hi 
Pleaſures, the increaſe of his Miſeries, the ſtrug- 
glings of Nature, the decayings of Strength, the 
want of Reſt, the darkneſs of the Night, the 
fhatting out of the Day-light, the tediouſneſs of 
the Hours, the rollings on his Bed, the reftleſneſ; 
of bis Body, the peeviſhneſs of his Temper, the 
diſtraction of his Brain, his galping for Breath, the 
afflictions of his Houle, the diſorder of his Fami- 
ty, the bitter ſighs of his Wife, the ſad outcries of 
his Children, the mourning of his Relations, th 
lamentations of his Friends, and the deſpondency 
of his Phyſicians ! But if theſe Bodily Pains appea 
ſo grievous, who can expreſs the throws of his 
Soul, the anguiſh of his Mind, the pangs of his 
Conſcience, his dread of Hell, the deplorableneſs 
of his Spiritual State, his ſe}f-condemnation, the 
ſenſe of his impending Puniſhments, the thought; 
of his Everlaſting Doom, the remembrance of his 
Sins; eſpecially the reflections he makes upon the 
Follies of his paſsd Life; upon the guilt and hai 
nouſneſs of his Crimes, the number of his Offen 
ces, the tranſgreſſions of his Youth and ripe! 
Tears; upon the leaving of his Worldly Grand 
eur and Wealth, the badneſs of his Bargain, the ut 
ter loſs of Heaven and a ſweet Saviour; his fhrink 


ing back from Death, and his poſting to Eter 


nity; with many other dreadful Calamities, tod 
tedlous here tobe enumerated, and ſufficient eve 


1 


cry 


„ 


to make an unconcern d Spectatour cry out, O 
my. Lord and my God, let me beſeech thee to ſeal my 
Pardon in Heaven before I go hence and be no 
more ſeen, and ere I lay down my Head on a Dying- 
pillow, when it will be too late to Pray, too late to 
Mercy, and to late too expect Salvation. 

O diſmal fight to behold an inſolent Mortal juft 
rolling down into the Aby ſs of Everlaſting Miſe- 
ry, and reſtrain d from driving any farther in the 


Career of Sin, not by his own voluntary choice, 


but by the power of a Juſt God, who has put 2 
damp upon his Vicious Inclinations: O come hi- 
ther, all ye that forget your Soveraign Creatour, 
and ſee a deſperate Sinner, ſighing, mourning, 
fainting and dying; one that rejected Reproof and 
hated to be retorm'd ; one that ſpent an Age ig 
that which now grieves him to the very Heart, 
when alaſs it is too late: Obſerve how he lamerits 
for not liſtening to the Charmer in a time when 
he charm'd moſt wiſely. Draw near all ye that 


are the World's Darlings, and fo much admirs its 
vain pompous Shews; come and fee a voluptuous 1 
Fpicure, making his near approack to the: Gates 


of Duſt : ane that ſome Months ago, was re- 


minded of the Grave by a Faithful Monitour, but 
like a Perſon diſturb'd in Bis Lethargick Slumber, | 
turn'd it off with a Flonnce and a Frown: Hark 78 
what a Fool he now calls himſelf, for giving way 18 


to ſuch an unaccountable Frenzy! Oh the throbs 


of his Soul, the pain of his Mind, and the panting 
of his Heart ! Come hither, ye throngs of careleſs 


Sinners, and take a fair View of a Perſon, ho 


ſpent a hort Life in ſtudiouſſy working out hisown, | ' 


Damnation; behold how amaz'd he laoks, 16 


what he did in the Day of his Proſperity : A Man : 


N 


* 
0 
| 


i 
| 


| 
| 


: 
. 


J 


- 


- N 
3 "at ke 
* 


; e * 
- "= 728 — 
7 ” TSS 
* : 
[ 5 9 ' 1 0 


# 


that boaſted of his own Shame, and prided him. || ſo 

| ſelf in Iniquity ; but now he is humbled by the * 
juſt Judgments of the Almighty, and forc'd to cry 8 
out in the extreme Anguſh of his Spirit, It is more N 
than I am able to bear. O0 
For he that not long ſince was merry and jocund, N 

is now beeome ſtrangely ſad and penſive; he that | 
was lately ſporting in the Chamber of Laſciviouſ- || C 
neſs, now lies on a Couch ſtruggling for Breath; I ® 
he that us d to walk with aportly Gate in the plea- 

| fant Groves and flow'ry Gardens, is now ſtretch- 
ing out his Limbs on a Dying-bed: He that was 
| richly clad in Purple and fine Linnen, is now go- 
ing to be dreſs'd in a plain Crape-ſhroud and a 
Muffler with black Seams; he that was riding a- 
broad in his Chair of Glory, is now haſting to be 
laid on a Bier; he that a few Days ago, was hoard- 
ing up heaps of Treaſures for many Years, is now 
ready to be cut down jn afew Hours, by the keen 
Scith of the King of Terrours. O poor diſconſa- 
late Wretch, how much more expedient had it 
been for thee, in thy Exit, if thou had'ſt ſound- 
ed a Retreat from Sin, and retir'd to ſome private 
| Solitude, there to invoke Heaven for Mercy by in- 
| ceſlant Prayers: Then this dear Soul of thine, 
might have beegtaking its Winged Flight towards 
the Borders of Eternal Reſt, where Sin can never 
approach, nor Devils ſtorm: Then no Fears or 
Perplexitics had invaded thy Spirits, but ſuch as 
are common to the reſt of Mankind; but alaſs 
now 'tis too late to reform; ſince no Cries can reach 
Heaven's Ear, or faint Wiſhes atone for paſs'd Of- 
fences : O would to God thou hadſt call'd for 
Mercy in due time, when it might have been fair- 
| ly extended to hee] Why did ſt thou lye basking 
* 


e ow ee e Jt 


ſo long. in the lewd Imbraces of a Wanton, and 
would ſt not depart out of the Chamber of Carnal 


Security, till the Pangs of Death ſeiz d on thy, I 


Nerves with a horrible Convulſion, and thou wert 
overtaken by its Harbingers, as a Thief in the 
Night: Happy, thrice happy now would be the 
Period of thy Days, if Religion had ſteer'd thy 
Courſe in every Stage of Life: Oh fatal laſt Will 
and Teſtament of thy unadviſed Progenitours, by 
virtue of which, Heaps of Yellow Droſs were be- 
queath'd to thy Extravagant Uſe ! How much 
better would it now fare wath thee, if a mean 
Cottage had only been thy Houſe of Inheritance, 
or thou had ſt wander d about, as a Pilgrim and 
Stranger in a Foreign Country, free from the vile 
Abominations of a noiſy Company of Sinners! 


In how happy a State mighteſt thou have been, if | 


thou had'ſt follow d the prudent Advice of a cer- 


thin Perſon of an extraordinary Wit, but a vain I 


Sinner, who broke out into theſe pathetick Ex- 
preſſions a little before his Death yp 

What fatal Frenzy was that which decoyd me on 
ts a Sinful Courſe , why lodg d Ta night in the Tents 
of Folly, or laid my Timples to reſt, before I made a 


Truce with Heaven ? What falſe Dreams were thoſe 


that Iull'd ny unwary Soul aſleep, till now awaken'd 
by the Night-pains of Death? Oh Eternity, Eternity! 
0h Eternity, Eternity | with thee muſt T be miſerable 
for a few Moments Pleaſure in the poiſonous Baths of 
Sin. Therefore do but ſeriouſly conſider, Whe- 


but meer anguiſh of Soul and confuſion of Spirit. 


| would now appeal to the Court of Conſcience e 
rected in thy Breaſt, O obdurate Sinner, Whether | 


thou did ſt ever find any advantage in the dregs of 
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a malignant Life, that can counter-ballance the 
Peace of thy own Mind or the loſs of Heaven: If 
| n6t, why art thou ſo fond of that in the time of 
} Health, which fills thee with ſo much Horrour 
| and Amazement, now grim Death is leading thee 
| with an icy Hand, into the Chambers of utter 
| Darkneſs; where thy benighted Soul muſt wander 
up and dom in the loneſome ſhades of Oblivion, 
till this thy aſtoniſh'd Body, breaks thro the Bars 
of Duſt to meet its miſerable Conſort in the Re- 
| gions of Grand Deſpair ; where they mult both 
| {tumble together, on the dark Mountains of 
Eternity; where the want of Material Fire, 
will be no alleviation of thy Pain, or afford thee 
any Relief; ſince the abſence of the Supreme De- 
ity, who is the inexhauſtible Fountain of Good, 
and the preſence of all that is Evil, will be ſuffici- 
| ently efficacious to preſs thee down into 2 Pain of 
Senſe and a Pain of Loſs, according to the uſual 
{ Phraſe of Divines. | 
Come hither, ye that enjoy the Bleſſing of 
| Health, with ſoundnets of Mind and Memory; 
W caſt an Eye ona ſtiff- necked Reprobate, that is 
Juſt taking a Leap into the unfathomable Gulph 
of Everlaſting Perdition, and then tell me, Whe- 
| ther there be any charming Careſſes in a Vicious 
| Courſe, that are ſufficiently attractive to draw. a 
| reaſonable thinking Soul from Chriſt? However, 
give me leave to admoniſh you freely, without 
any imputation of Bribery or Flattery, Whoſo- 
ever they be, that can fit with an unconcernednels 
of Temper. and peruſe theſe affecting Truths with- 
out 2 weeping Eye or a relenting Heart, will one 
Day be ſad Remembrancers to themſelves of all 
that has been deliver d on ſo copious a Subject and 
3 much 
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mach more than I am able to expreſs in Words, 
* | or conceive in Thoughts; ſince I experimentally 

know the diſmal, Agonies of a Soul, when it is 
ready to lie down on a Dying-couch, ſurrounded 
> | onall ſides with the unſpeakable Horrours of a miſ- 
| ſpent Life, Then may I perſwade thee, O Chriſti- 
an Reader, (if it be poſſible by any means) only 
to give a timely Viſit to a dying Man, who has 
flouriſhd in Grandeur and ſenſual Delights to the 
laſt Period of Life or Viſitation of Sickneſs, and 
at that very Inſtant is awaken d from the Lethar- 

of Sin, as it were a drouſy Perſon juſt rous'd 


: 
. 


0 


up and terrify d by a Midnight-fire raging within 
his own Apartments: I can't conclude otherwates: 


wise 


but that upon ſuch a dreadful Spectacſe, tha Wi 
wilt inſtantly ſet about weaning thy own Aﬀedtts WI 
ons from the ſoft Imbraces of the Lewd, and fœ Wi 
thy ſublime Thoughts on the ſubſtantial Joys a- 
bove, which are reſerv'd for the Righteous, in Wi 
the Everlaſting Manſions of Bliſs ; expoſtulating Wd 
with thy ſelf, after ſome ſuch manner as this. 1 
* Lord, what is the Age of a mortal Man; how Wi 
ſoon does his Life fleet away like a Shadow, and W 
draw to a Cloſe! I have this Day been taking a 
view of a rich, haughty and voluptuous Sinner, juſt W 
* before his entrance upon an Eternal State. Lord, W 
* what is now become of all his pleaſing Draughts, W 
* and full Bowls of intoxicating Wine? I ſaw W 
© nothing left but the bitterDregs and muddy Lees, 
with the poiſonous Sparkles fly ing in his guilty | 
© Face, Lord, where are now all the lewd Imbra- | 
ces of his painted Harlots, on whom he ſpent fo. 8 
much precious Time and fine Gold, for the emp- 
© ty enjoyment of their loathſome Carcaſſes? R 
* laſs! poor Soul, he is now at the laſt Gaſp ga- 


ping 
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* ping for Breath, and owns himſelf utterly undone 
for ever. Lord, what is become of all his fa wning 
Smiles of Sin, and alluring Baits of Folly? There 
is nothing to be feen in his grim Countenance, 
* butaloathing of Carnal Pleaſures and a Deteſtati- 
* on of Vice. Where are all his gawdy Plumes of 
Pride, and Garments wrought with Gold; he 
| © is now diveſted of his rich Robes and juſt going 
to take an Everlaſting Progreſs in the Jower 


the Splendour on Earth, but a meer piece of Page- 
antry, ſoon fading by Time or Chance: A remark- 
able Inſtance of which, I have now ſeen, vix. the 

© ſad Cataſtrophe of a daring Mortal, who flouriſh'd 
for a conſiderable time in Satan's Vineyard and 

* diſplay'd his {parkling Luſtre, as a Roſe newly 
8 < blown, ſporting bimfaf under the warm Sun- 
{ * ſhine of Proſperity ; but now alaſs! all his Glory 
| < is ſuddenly eclips'd, and his Bloomings to Sin are 
8 < blaſted by the cold Winds of approaching Death. 
| © Is this the Fate of ungodly and licentious Liber- 
tines, appointed by the inevitable Decree of Hea- 
venz then whoever may ſtand up for a diſſolute 
Life. and ſmoothly glide along with the Tide of 
| © Worldly Vanities, having all the gawly Flags 
Enſigus and Streamers of Senſe heav'da broad, and 
[ < ſet out to the beſt advantage; 1 ſhall think my 
8 < ſelf far more happy, if I can but be ingrafted in 
Grace and planted in the rich ſoil of ' Good 
© Works, that when the Winter of a ſhort Life 
is oer, my Soul may ſpring out of this 
* Bank of Duſt, and immediately appear at the 
* private Tribunal of the moſt High, as a lovely 
Flower newly blown with a noble Colout; 
more fragrant in the Noſtrils of Angels = 
_— gs FRAY rify% 


{ © {hades of endleſs Pains. O. my God, what is all 


{ 603 ] 


* rify'd Saints, than the perfumes of ten thoy- | 
fand Sinners array d in ſumptuous Apparel, and [11 
«ſcented with all the ſweet Odours of Myrrh, 
* Aloes and Cinnamon: Let empty inconſiderate 
Minds tide it over from one lewd Injayment to 
© another, and fancy it to be a fine ſort of Diver- 
* tiſement to ſolace themſelves in the ſlippery Lad 
© of a treacherous Dalzlah; Im ſenſible it cant. 
be long, ere imperious Death will command them 
* to caſt Anchor in the Infernal Gulph; and then 
© what will be the end of all their extravagant Jol- 
© lity, but a deep Sigh and a bitter Groan? So that 
* I had much rather ſound a Retreat from Vanity || 
in the time of Health, and make my Requeſts Ii 
known to the beloved Jeſus, with a weeping I! 
Eye, lifted up Hands and a relenting Heart, than 
* to float over the Muddy Channels of Iniquity Wi 
for a few Years and at laſt ſplit upon the crag- || 
* gy Rocks of Everlaſting Deſpair. "OM 14 
O my God, I now plainly perceive, the whole 
Race of the Wicked is but like the riding of a a 
© Poſt-man, or the flying of an Arrow that is ſoon hi 
* tir'd by the ſwiftneſs of its own Motion. For 1 
have this Day taken a turn in the Houſe of || 
* Mourning, and eſpy'd a wretched Mortal quite 
* weary d out by the continual Fatigues of a Sinful 
* Courſe, and juſt arriv'd at his laſt Stage, all'o- W 
ver in a Bath: Behold how amaz'd and reſtleſs he | 
is, as if Planet-ſtruck, or pierc'd thro with a 
* thouſand Darts. O my Jeſus, may I be fo af- i 
* feted with beholding the dreadful Agonies of a 
 * dying Tranſgrefiour, as to bid an Eternal A- dien | 
to the vain Deluſions of Senſe, and thoroughly | 
examine the State of my own Soul; ſince the 


| 
time fleets on apace, when this dear Body of | 


mine 
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© mine muſt bow down, and ſuffer it ſelf to be 
aſſaulted by ſome mortal Diſeaſe incident to Hu- 


Tc. 


mane Frailty; when all the Conſultations of 
learned Phyſicians will be of no more effect than 
© the prating of Fools or the tattling of idle Goſ- 


bl © ups: For a Man may as well pretend to drain the 
| © vaſt Ocean with the palm of his Hand, as to pre- 
ſcribe a Panace for the 1 7 of Life, 


© when the Almighty has ifſu'd out his Warrant 


for Death. Lord, how few and evil are the Days 
l 8 of my Pilgrimage here on Earth! It is but a 
[| © little while ſince I firſt breath d in a free Air; 
nevertheleſs cre it be long, an uneaſy Bed muſt 
be my laſt Place of Refuge, and a wakeful Nurſe 


* my conſtant Attendant, to raiſe up my fainting 


4 ay, when wadded clods of Phlegm ariſe to ſtop 
I © my panting Breath. 


© Repent O my Soul, ſpeedily repent of all thy 


1 former Miſdeeds, bec aufe the Day will dawn ere 
long, the Light of which will be ſhut from the 
ſtaring Eyes of thy deareſt Companion, unleſs a 
| © few Glimmerings glance in, when the Curtain 
ais drawn aſide, by ſome of its ſorrowful Relati- 


© ons, to ſce whether Life ſtill continues in its 
n throbbing Heart. Then O my precious Soul, 
« how deplorable will be thy State, if any ran- 


kling Plague-ſores of Lewdneſs are left about 
S thee, or any remains of Sin lie unmortify'd; 


God forbid, my Soul; for I had rather ſtarve 
© this meager Body of mine, by continual Faſting, 


Watching, and Praying, than to have one Vice 


left unſubdu'd in the Ev 2ning of my Life, when 
my Lamp ſhovld be ready trimm'd to enter the 


© Bride-chamber of the New Jeraſalem. Huſh, huſh 


* my Aiquieted Soul, ccaſe thy mournful Com- 
Plaints 


„ M 
« plaints ; ſince I am contented to ſuffer for Sin inf }|, 
the time of Health, and uſe my utmoſt endeav- 
ours to get thee ready dreſs d for the Kingdom of 
« Chriſt, with all the Graces and Ornaments f 
« Vertue , that whenever Death ſhall becken thee ||| 
hence, thou may ſt ſoar up to the Empyreal I 
Orbs ; where the Great God Jehovah reigns, and 
Angels ſing for evermore. Now my Aﬀettions | I 
« are fo averſe to the airy fancies of Folly, that! 
could freely relinquiſh all the large Incomes of 
« Wealth, and hide my ſelf in the Houſe of Pray- ||| 
« er, till Jeſus my bleſſed Saviour bids me rife, |||} 
and ſays his Bloud has wafſh'd me clean. HoW 
much more expedient is it, O my Soul, toweep, | | 
for ſome while, where no Eye ſees but that of 
Heaven, and at laſt attain to Eternal Bliſs ; than | 1 
to enjoy all the looſe ſurfeiting Pleaſures of the 
« Britiſh Court, during a few ſhort Winter- nights 
and then be forc'd to mourn in the Dungagn of 
© Horrour, for Millions and Millions of Ages. 
Then be not ſtartled O my beloved Soul, 
at the low'ring Frowns or ſupercilious Looks of 
© Haughty Sinners, nor repine when their Glory i 
© is as the Sun in its Meridian Height; for it is 
* all but a ſudden Flaſh to make Envy gaze, and 
* pleaſe the dandled Brats of Folly : Be not con- 
cern d or diſheartned'O my Soul, when the Sons 
* of Belial diffuſe their dazzling Rays of Splend- 
our, as it were a Bride ready deck d for the Im- I 
* braces of her Darling- Lover. Be patient but a 
© while, and thou ſhalt fhortly ſee' Uk their pom- 
pous Shews come to a final Period, after the fam 
manner as the gawdy Coronatjon-Day of the 
* unfortunate King James II. during which So- 
-|cmnity cluſters of Diamonds glitter d like twin- F 


Kling | 


* 


eg 

kling Stars from the Breaſt of his Im perious Con- 
* ſort, but were ſoon laid a fide and lock d up in 
© the Casket of Oblivion. Therefore ne'er be 
© tempted to envy their tranſitory Pleaſures, but 
et them bear all the Sails they can and cut their 
way thro the ſwift Streams of Wordly Grand- 
*eur; for their frantick Joys will ſoon be over, 
and they Il fuddenly mourn as a Turtle for its 
« Mate, or a tender Mother for the loſs of the Son 
< of her Yonth; but they ſhall never be comfort- 
© ed, nor meet with any mitigation of their ex- 
« quiſite Pains: Their Bodies will be atrack d by 
© a Troop of fon} Diſeaſes, more nauſeous to a 
pure Mind than the Swine in a filthy Stie, or a 
2 wild Beaſt in its loathſome Den, and they Il ut- 
© ter volleys of Complaints, more lamentable than 
< thoſe of a Mariner in the midſt of an outragious 
Storm; whilſt their old Aſſociates in Sin ſur- 
& © round their Beds, and look like People fore a- 
| < mazd; confuſedly calling to one another, as the 
Builders of Babel, for they know not what, to 
© ſupport the fainting Spirits of the Sick Patients; 


but all to no purpoſe, ſince no outward or inward * 
Medicament can be efficacious enough to-uphald. 


- © thoſe moultering rotten Carcaſles almoſt demo- 
| © liſh'd by Sin and Nature; ſo that neither vaſt quan- 
| © tities of rich Elixirs or Pearl-cordials, nor Heaps 
of Rubies, nor ten thouſand Rivers of Oil, can 
be a whit available for renewing the decay'd 
| © Vitals of a macerated Body, or ranſoming 2 
© Captive once arreſted by the King of Terrours. 
{ O my immortal Soul, wait but a little while, and 
| © thou may'ſt chance to ſee ſome of the rich Dise s 
of the Engliſo Nation, overtaken by the ſame 
t © Diſaſters as tlie opulent and voluptuous Epicure 
g | 112 
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© in the following Parable, who for ſome time 
* preſumtpuouſly ranted in theſe Terms. Shall I 
* (Gidhe) ſubmit to Fate, who am indu d with an 
* Heroick Mind, fufficiently wiſe and great to wear 
an Imperial Crown, and {way three noble Sce- 
* pters; I that am able to out- bade the 
ming Sword of War, or even the 
* roaring Cannon, without a Panick f 
*to ward off the poiſonous Darts of Death 
* without a Cowardly Retreat? Am I not in 
League with the gaping Grave, and have I not 
* determin'd to ſurvive the Exit of many happy 
© Years? Then what Power on Earth can inter- 
* rupt my Joys, who am proof againſt an aking 
© Head, a fick Stomach, a throbbing Heart, a Me- 
© Jancholy Fit, a burning Feaver, a chill Ague, 
© a lazy Lethargy, a ſwelling Propſy, the moſt a- 
cute pains of the Stone or Gout, and all the other 
© numerous Tribes of inſulting Diſeaſes > Cannot. 
© I by my abſolute Authority ſummons a College 
© of Phyſicians for a ſolemn Confultation in or- 
© der to prepare ſuch Soveraign Remedies as may 
© be effetual for the removing of all forts of ſtub- 
"© born Diſtempers? Therefore exult my Soul, and 
© make the Place of thy Habitation eccho again 
with reſounding peals of Joy, and over-flow _ | 
with Rivers of tranſporting Pleaſures, altoge- 
ther unknown to Religious Men, and devout | 
praying Women: Bring hither the Organ, the 
Trumpet, the merry Harp and the Lute, with 
© the ſprightly Violin and melodious Flute, that 
© I may hear a Requiem ſounded to my raptur'd 
Soul to this effect, Long may ſt thou live and joyful 
be the fleeting Hours, whilſt thou art inceſſantly bath= 
; ing thy ſelf in Streams of uninterrupted Delights. 
1 c _* This 
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This Day, my Table ſhall be plentifully furniſh'd 


with a noble Banquet, and crown'd with in- 
comparable Beauties, even more fair than 
© Queen Batſheba dreſs d in all her ſumptuous Attire 
and Royal Ornaments zto the end that I-may-g]ut 
my ſenſitive Faculties with their wantonGlances 
and tempting Smiles of Love, whilſt the well 
tun d Inſtruments are ſounding, their harmonious 
Airs in the loudeſt ſtrains of Mirth. _ 

However, this Imperious Mortal was no ſooner 
ſeated on his Velvet-Chair of State, and began 
to ſalute his Guelts with a graceful Majeſtick De- 
portment, but the Harbingers of Death ſudden- 
ly came in, and ſilently whiſper'd a few-Words in 
his Ear; ſaying, Before three Days are expir d thy 
Soul muſt take 'a winged Flight to the 'Gulph of 
Everlaſting Perdition. The aſtoniſſid Wretch 
having heard ſo ſurprizing a piece of News, 
ſtar d up with a wan Look, a weeping Eye and a 
panting Heart; at that very Inſtant he command- 
ed the Table to be uncover'd, the Muſicians to 
ceaſe their Noiſe , and the Concubines to avoid 
his Preſence, and broke out into theſe paſſionate 
* Expreſſions: O Death (ſaid he) how terrible 1: 
thy Meliage, to a Perſon ſurrounded on all ſides 
< with every thing that is capable of affording 
© delight to a ſenſual Heart and of gratifying a vain 
© Ambition! O cruel Death, let me prevail with 
© thee to reverſe thy fatal Decree, and only to 
© ſpare a Man who has hitherto indulg d himſel 
* inthe abundance of his Wealth, and knows not 
* what it is to Dye; accept of a Bribe for once, 
and deliver thy Meſſage, to yonder poor Mor- 
© tal, now ſtanding at my Gate, and ſubmiſſively 
*eraving Relief with importunate Requeſts, re- 
. 5 * peated 
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* peated Sighs, impatient Wiſhes and ſad Com- 


* plaints he'll readily embrace thee with a Smile, at 


the very firſt appearance, as being quite worn out 


with Old Age, noiſome Sores and extreme Penu-| | | 
© ry, and may tamely be led thro the dark ſhades | | 


* of the Grave: O Death, by the generous grant 


© of this Boon, thou wilt engage me to ſet forth | || 


* thy noble Praiſe whilſt others opprobriouſly term | | 
* thee Tyrannical and unmercitul. The grim King 
* of Terrours reply'd with a menacing Tone, 
Vain VWretch, ws, thou go about to delude me, or to | 

| 


Purpoſe, by making a fine eloquent Haran- 


defeat n 


. gue, and a Speech fill d with fulſome Flattery 2 Alaſs !|) | 


the Conceptions of thy Mind are too weak, and ex- 


preſs'd in too mean 4 Style to captivate my good Will! 


| 


| 
| 
1 
| 
f 


| 


I value not thy gilded Bribes of Wealth or Elogies of 
Praiſe ;. nay thou can'ſt not be ignorant, That my ver, | 
Name denotes me Juſt, and that all my Decrees are 


TE 
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irrevocable : Therefore make it no longer a matter of 


Argument to diſpute my Commands or Authority ;, for 
7 ſhall be able to force my departure hence, 
till the fatal Stroke be given, aud thon art faln an in- 


nothing ſh 


glorious Vikin at my triumphant Feet. | 


The rich Glutton having heard this dreadful! 


. 
— . — — —— ́ — * * ́ 22 — — 
x oy” RY — 


Sentence pronounc d againſt him, ſoon undreſs d pul 5 
ling off all his gorgeousRobes withRegret,and laid 


himſelf down with a ſorrowful Heart, a ſinful 


Soul, and a train of horrible Fears calling out for 
his Phyſicians, with a fluttering Speech, and ſay- 
ing, Relieve or elſe Idye, Revive or elſe Tperiſh, re- 
flore or elſe I'm loſt. Whereupon, a Tribe of Ga- 
lenical and Chymical Doctors with their tufted] 
Gowns came ruſhing into the Chamber, quite out 
of Breath, to feel the Pulſe of a trembling Sinner, 
beating with repeated Throbs, and . 

Rx with 


{ 


| 


: 
in 
4 


1 
| 
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ith torturing Gripes of Conſcience : Afterwards 
fluming an Air of Stoick Gravity, they bid the 


dcjected Patient chear up his fainting Spirits; ſince. 
hey would (ſpeedily apply their healing Balſams 
and reviving Elixirs, that were ſufficiently efficaci- 


dus for the removing of all his Maladies, tho 
ever ſo malignant, or attended with moſt dange- 
ous Symptoms : But alaſs! he ſoon tound them to 


good their vain Pretenſions; and cry'd out, That 


in the leaſt available for the reſtauration of his 
Health, and produc'd no more effect than the ſto- 
ny Ground in the Goſpel-Parable, where plenty 
of Seed was ſown to little purpoſe : * Aflict me no 
longer (continu'd he) with your nauſeous Poti- 

ons, purging Opiates and ſtupifying Bolus's; but 
* bring me hither the Man, that by his fingular 
Art and Induſtry, Study and Ingenuity, Wit and 
* {ubtilty.Learning andSagacity has attain'd to the 
* admirable Skill of infalallibly curing a wounded 
© Spirit, a gangreend Conſcience, or the Agonies 
of a Dying-hour, and: his Reward ſhall be a thou- 
6 ſand Marks of Gold; but if that Summ be thought 
too ſmall a Recompence, ten times the value 
(hall be his Fee, and that too but a token 


of future Favours; nay rather than Id be foro d 


« to bow down my Head to Imperious Death, he 
« ſhould be conſtituted the lawful Heir of all my 
large Poſſeſſions; and farther, if he ſuſpect the 
« ſincerity of my, Intentions, let him fend for a 
skilſul Conveyancer, and UI! immediately make 
over to him and his Heirs for ever, all that is 
deu to me, viz, Lands, Tenements, Meſſuages, 
Inſtruments, Furniture, Apparel, Jewels, Pearls. 


Gold 


de meer Empyricks, altogether unable to make 


all their gilded Pills and bitter Draughts were not 


eee 
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fr 


poſſeſs d by me, or in my power to aſſign. 

The diſconſolate Wretch perceiving none to 
move or afford him any Succour, but all ſtaring in 
his guilty Face,as People ſtruck with unuſual Ter- 
rours, he fetch'd a deep Sigh and utter'd, theſe 
mournful Accents, © Why ſtand ye gazing here, 
© and run not out with all the ſpeed that may be, 
to execute my Will? Go cry aloud thro the City, 
and make Proclamation in every Street, That a 
rich, arrogant and vain-glorious Mortal, being 
* at the point of Death, wonld freely give ten 
* thouſand heaps of Treaſure, for a Licence to a- 
* bide a while longer on Earth, tho in the mean 
* condition of a Galley-Slave. How can I who 
have livd in Luxury and Eaſe, addicting my 


* ſelf to all manner of Vices, and who was never 


* perplex'd with anxiousCares,think of taking a Leap 
into the Dark, and going I know not whether? 
For if there ſhould be a juſt God, who will by 
no means abſolve the Wicked, which is contrary 
to my preſent Belief and Practice, how ſhall I 


© bear the weight of Almighty Vengance, or ac- 
* cuſtom my ſelf to dwell with Everlaſting Burn- 


ings? Oh that accurſed Time, when Infidelity 
© and Sin were predominant, and led the Van of 


all my Actions! What fruit have I now in all 


my late tempting ſnares of Vice, that is able to 


* Compenſate the extreme Reluctancy of my Soul, 


upon the thoughts of my approaching Diſſolu- 


tion? How vain will all thoſe gawdy Baits of 


* L2wdneſs appear, when they come to give 


for a thouſand anda thouſand, ten thouſand and 


a 
* 
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place to the inſupportable Torments of Hell. 


© Gold, and Silver; with all and ſingular the other 
* Goods and Chattels, that now are actually 


* 

: 
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ten thouſand Millions of Ages, ten hundred thou- 
© ſand times told. If the caſe be ſo, who can blame 
© me for being willing to ſtay here on Earth, tho 
© it were at the vaſt Expence of a thouſand Crowns 
an Hour? But alaſs, no Price or Ranſom of never 
* ſo great Value, can now redeem my Captive 
soul from the Grave or the bottomleſs Pit of 
© utter Deſtruction! Nay admit it were ſo, that 
I had ten thouſand Worlds at my Diſpoſal, and 
* were willing to part with all for one Day's Re-. 
* prieve, even ſuch a mighty Largeſs would not 
be ſufficient to prevent my finking into the un- 
* fathomable Ocean of Grand Deſpair, where the 
* Flouds of the Divine Wrath, ſo often provoked, 
come rolling down from the Throne of his in- 
* cenſed Juſtice, to over-whelm my oppreſſed Soul 
* which will for ever be tormenting it ſelf, with 
* the thoughts, how happy it might, have been 
* with Chriſt, the Soveraign Redeemer of. the 
World, to all Eternity, and how miſcrable it 
e _ now be with Infernal Spirits, Time without 
end. 
* If this my Lodging- room ofState be over - ſpread 
© at Noon: tide, with ſo greatDarkneſs and Horrour, 
* only occaſion d by the drawing of a few ſpacious 
* Curtains,and a ſlight indiſpoſition of Body; how 
* ſtartling and amazing will the gloomy Night of 
Eternity be to my Soul; during which the thick 
Vallance of Heaven's Fury will inceſſantly ſhade 
me from the glorious Light of the Beatifick Viſi- 
on, and Wicked Reprobates will never ceaſe from 
being tormented 2? For what is Hell but the per- 
petual withdrawing of the Almighty's Favour, and 
the feartul ſhricks of damned Spirits? What is Hell 
but a Place, where the moſt comfortable Emana- 
| | | tions 


076 * 
tions of the Divine Eſſence can't be found, and | 
where Apoſtate . are for ever preſent? What 
is Hell De thick Clouds of utter Darkneſs, and 
hideous noiſes of aſtoniſhing Horrours? What is | 
Hell but a diſturb'd Mind and the outragiousTranſ- | 
ports of Deſpair? What is Hell but the loſs of Hea- | 
ven and the abſolute deprivation of Glory? What 
is Hell, but terrible Revilings of undone Souls, and 
blaſphemous Out-cries of Spirits confin'd in Chains | 
of Ruin? What is the Fire in Hell, but all the In- | 
habitants of it diſcharging their fiery Darts of in- 
flamd Venom againſt thoſe that once decoy'd | 
them into the ſnares of Folly Y, am were the occa- | 
ſion of their being impriſon d in Terrible a place 
of endleſs Miſery 2 What is the Worgt er Hell that | 
never dyes, but a continual g Conſci- 
ence, when the guilty Reproka prey & it were 
on their own Vitals, and are ſtung with inceſſant | 
Reflections on their own diſmal Gzlamithes? What | 
is the ſmoak of the bottomleſs Pit, hut the la- 
mentable Complaints, that will ever "ffsfromthe 
inextinguiſhable Flames kindled in. their Breaſts, 
and blown up by the Breath of their own Noſtrils, | 
ſo as to fill the lower Regions with thick Va N 
of their Torments? What is the blewiſh 

ſtone in Hell, but the ſulphumons Exhalations, 
which ariſe from the rank Soil of their corrupt 
Minds, and were congeal d by the Sins of a yrs 
Life; always affording freſh Fewel, to the inwar 
Fire of their Conſcience, and making the Heat far 
more intenſe, than that which proceeds from a 
Cauldron of boiling Oil > What is the Weeping, 
Wailing and Gnalbing of Teeth in Hell, but 
the exceſſive grieving, complaining, and roaring 
of the Damned, for what is paſs d and cannot be 
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riev'd, ths never ſo earneſtly entreated for, with endleſs 
Sighs, everlaſting Groans, and never-ceaſing Tears: 
[ have drawn up the foregoing Diſcourſe in formof a 
Parable, to the end that it may be more conveniently ap- 
ply'd to many in this diſſolute Age, who. think them- 
ſelves to be ſufficiently quality'd to govern the reſt 
of Mankind by their great Affluence, haughty Conduct, 
Deſporick Grandeur, or profound Learning; but at the 
{ame time neglect the Diſcipline of their own Actions, 
and ſound a Requiem to their deluded Souls, as if they 
were to flouriſh beyond the Age of Metihuſalem, and 
 Imoothly ſwim down the purling Streams of Proſperity, 
without the leaſt Oppoſition or Controll; althò they 


en tao late to recover | The Caſe of obſtinate Sinners 


. gpparently ſtands thus; they are offer'd Glory, but will 


not Pray; they have a Tender made them of Heaven, but 
will not accept of it; they have a never-fading Diadem 
reach d our to them upon reaſonable Terms, hut are un- 
willing to put themſel res to any trouble for the gaining 
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of it, till it can't be purchas d; their Day of Grace being 
Juſt ready to ſet in an endleſs Night of Deſpair; then 
they go about howling and inceſſantly lament their ſu- 
pine Neglect with mournful Sighs, hideous Groans, 
and flouds ot brackiſh Tears. | 

Therefore for the Future, I ſhall account all their 
Wiſdom to be a meer Frenzy, or rather a tranſport of 
outragious Madneſs and lay down this undeniable Max- 
im to be tranſmitted to ſucceeding Ages, That before Re- 
generation, our Bodies are but as it were a Coffin fram'd 
in an Humane Shape, to carry our dead Souls about: O- 
therwiſe (it you pleaſe to apprehend it) a Sinner does 
bur frisk it about like a Squirrel in a Chain, og ee in 
Cage; humouring a few ſhort Turns r Merten 
Flights at he knows not what; and then goes off the Stage 
of Lite, with as much Horrour and indignation of Hearr, 
at his own fatal Miſtake, as a late giddy-brain d Youth; } 
— the Devil. Iavern in Fleet. Street] who riotouſly con- 

um d ſeven Hundred Pounds for an Evening-repaſt, 
and not long after laid violent Hands on himſelf in a 
deſparate fit of Melancholy. Such is the nature of that 
Wiſdom ſo much boaſtedof by the arrogant Criticks of the 
Age, and ſuch is their pompous Gratitieut, which makes 
a gteat Blaze and noiſe in the World for a moment, like 
the crackling of Thorns unde A Pot, but is ſoon difolv'd | 
into a ſtinking Vapour: Thees whoever may ruffle it out 
for a while in the Courts e Folly, and imagine them- 
ſelves to be more'gghn'd in theix Intellects than ten righte-] 
ous Lots,] (hall N rene as far ſurpaſſing them 
all in Sagacity, if can but nd means to commune with 
my own Soul, and accquaint my ſelf with the God of my 
Salvation. And indeed, what are all outward Injoyments 
but fleeting, momentany and unſatisfacory Shadows 
even thoſe of the firſt Magnitude and brighteſt Luſtre's 
Oh how empty do they all got when Death lies ho 
vering over our diſtemper'd Bodies, and we come te 


{tretch our weary'd Limbs in a Dying-poſture ! Then al 
Worldly Wiſdom, ſenſual Delights, Riches, Honou 
Strength, Beauty, Friends and other outward Suppor 
will no more avail for the pardon of Sins, or the 1avi 
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of Life, than a drop of Water falling from the Bucket 
can increaſe the ſtock of the vaſt Ocean, or ſwell up 
ro a mighty Torrent, ſo as to overflow the ſpacious 
Plains; no, no, nothingleſs will then ſerve our turn, 
or afford us any real comfort, but a Holy Life and a Con- 
> ſcience void of Offence, | 
QAiye me leave to make a ſtop here, only to ask the licenti- 
ous“ibertines, Whether theſe be not unqueſtionable Truths 
and conformable to the Dictates of Natural Reaſon; 
whether they be not arm'd as it were with aſtoniſhing 
Thunder-holts ſufficient to rouſe them up out of thedread- 

ul Lethargy of Vice, or force them to own, That what 
is here deliver'd upon this Subject, muſt either be con- 
trary to Religion, Fhiloſophy and Reaſon, or elſe their 
Principles are falſe, pernicious and damnable? Are there 
any who loudly give it out, That this is only a ſpecious Ha- 
rangue of Eloquence compos'd by a florid Writer, to 
pleaſe the Ear, and decoy the Fancy into an:imagi Se- 
riouſneſs? I would have ſuch irregular Perſons pull off 
the Vizard of Chriſtianity and utterly deny the Divinity 
of a Crucify'd Saviour, with the glorious Truths of the 
Goſpel, that Mankind may behold them in rheir natu- 
ral Deformity and ungainly dreſs of Infidelity. On the 
contrary, if thou believeſt theſe Poſitions ro be ſound 
and orthodox, why doſt thou abide one Day, longer in 
the Manſions of Sin, and perſiſt in thy wilful Tranſgreſ- 
fions? Would it not be expedient for thee to compoſe thy 
diſtracted Spirits and to expreſs thy {elf as a certain Per- 
Ton did, as he was peruſing the Writings of a judicious 
Author .If theſe be undoubted Truths, (faid he) why do I 
ftand loitering in the flippery Paths of Carnal Security; 
#herwiſe why do not I bring more demonſtrative Proofs 
ta the contrary, and leave them to the Arbitration of my 
own Conſcience, Oh how am I aſham'd of my former In- 
advertency end inſenſibly charm'd into the ſweet Imbraces 
of Religion! So that whoever may ſolace themſelves with 
allowing in all manner of ſurfeiting Pleaſures, Ill yield 
to the force of theje ſolid Arguments and take a firm Re- 
elution to frame my Converſation for the future, accord. 
ane te ſuch excellent Precepts. I all that read this Ef: 
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ay, would make the ſame inquiry into the truth con- 
tain'd therein, they would ſoon be induc'd to deſpiſes 
the gawdy Vanities of a frivolous World, and fix their 
beſt Affections on thoſe pure Celeſtial Joys, that are ſo 

{ſuitable to the nature of Seraphick Souls: For whar fa- 
tisfaction can there ariſe from all theſe tranſitory Injoy- 
ments we ſo much admire and dote upon, it their intrin- 

fick Value were once thoroughly conſider d and duely | 


* 


weigh'd in the Ballance of Equity. 75 
Life is a vapour of Vanity, a meer Bubble, and a | 
Shadow that paſſes away in rhe twinkling of anEye: 'To 
be born is to utter a few Cries and lamentable Accents - 
to live is to be acquainted with Grief ; and to dye is to 
diſcharge a Volley of Sighs : To be a Child, is to be void 
of Diſcretion; to be an adult Perſon is to imbrace Fol- 
ly ; and to be a decrepit Old Man is ta be plung d in Sor. | 
row: Again, Childhood is weak, ignorant and fooliſh, 
Youth careleſs, vain and wand'ring; Middle Age proud, 
haughty and conceited ; Old Age moroſe, peevith and 
frertul : A ſingle Life is to want a true Friend, a faith- 
ful Counſellor and a conſtant Companion : Marriage is | 
a careful State of Induſtry, bound ro ſubmit, ingag'd | 
to Fidelity and ſworn to Love: To have Children Aug- 
ments our Cares for the ſalvation of their Souls, thetear- } 
ing of their Bodies, and the placing of them out in the | 
orld : To have no Iſſue is a grief to the Mind, a trouble 
to the Heart, and a vexation to the Spirit: To be Poor is to 
be deſpiſs d; to be Rich is to be flatter d; and to be Great Þ 
is to be envy'd: To govern is to be incircled with Cares, 
to obey is to want Power, and to be a Slave is to link ; 
into a Gulph of Miſery: Tobe a Mariner is to know hom 
to weather Storms; to be a Soldier is to ſignalize Valour Þ 
in the Field of Battel; and to abide at home is to want | 
Experience. To be a Divine is to Study hard; to be a | 
Counſellor is to pore upon Statutes, and to be a Phyſician 
is to enquire into the different Conſtitutions of Humane | 
Bodies: To be a Chriſtian is to believe in a Crucyfyd Þ 
Saviour; to be a Few is to deny the Being of the Lord 
of Life; and to be an Atheiſt is to court a State of } 
Damnation: To be a Prieſt is to ſtruggle with Poverty, 
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to be a Biſhop is to ſtand on the Pinnacle of Imperiouſ- 
neſs; to be a Cardinal is to ſtrut along, with the Scar- 
tet-Robes of Arrogance; and to be a Pope is to ſet him- 
ſelf up for an Idol: To be helpful is to lend; to be 
- metrcitul is to diſtribute, and to with-hold is to be 
cCruel. Princes are oppreſs d with Care, worry'd with 
Flatteries and tir'd out with humble Petitions. 

A Court-Favourite is but in the State of a froward 
Brat whom the indulgent Mother dandles in her Arms 
and ſooths up with a gilded Rattle, to ceaſe its 
Whimpering : A General of a numerous Army is fati- 
gu'd with Marches and Counter-marches, with purſuing 
and giving Ground; with conquering and yielding; with 
attacking and ſuſtaining Aſſaults; with beſieging and be- 
ing block'd up; with deſtroying and ſaving ; with com- 
manding and entreating : The gaining of a Bartel is the 
loſs of Lives, the price of Bloud, and a vain hope of 
obtaining ariother more glorious Victory : Heat inflames 
the Body; exhavſts the Vital Spirits; and bedews the 
Skin with a watery Sweat: Cold chills the Bloud, be- 
nums the Fleſh, and freezes up the running Streams of 
a pregnant Wit. Labour tires the Limbs, wears 
out the Joynts, and weakens Nature: Idleneſs beſots the 
Mind; provokes Heaven, and tempts the Devil: Strength 
is a terrour to the Fearful, a Tyrant to the Weak, and a 
Slave to the Powerful: Beauty is a Fort weakly defend- 
ed, eaſily taken and ſoon demoliſh'd: Nobleneſs of 
Birth is but a pompous Title to gratity an arrogant Spi- 
rit, lording it cverthe meaner ſort of People. Honour 
is a glitrering Star of Folly, to influence a vain Mind, 
and to make the Ignorant gaze as it were upon a fiery 

Comet: Riches are a temptation to the Body, a ſnare to the 

Soul and a clog to Vertue. Learning is a complication of 
Sciences, that requires a long time tor Study,railes endleſs 
Diſputes when attain'd, and leaves the Mind unreſolv'd: 
Inquiſitiveneſs is a vain-glorious Knowledge, a pride of 
Heart, and aneager deſire ro pry into Secrets that are not 
convenient to be reveal d: Pleaſure is a ſurfeiting Delight, 
a momentany Satisfaction, and leaves the Mind ſtrangely 
perplex d: Sudden Jo; ſtops the courſe of the Bloud, ſu- 

x | | prizes 
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prizes the Animal Spirits, and tranſports the Soul with 
immoderate Paſſion: Laughrer is flaſhly Mirth ſoon fol- 
low'd by anaking Heartand a Sighing Fir of Melancholy. 
Pride is a vain Conceit, a putting up of the Mind, and 
a weakneſs in Nature Gaudy Apparel is a filly Faſhion, 
to attract the Eyes of the Ignorant, and make Fools 
gaze: Painting of the Face is a deceitful Varniſh to al- 
lute the Wanton and cover Natural Blemiſhes: Black 
Patches are the Plague- ſpots of Hell, the marks of a 
reptobate Senſe, and a diſſolution of Modeſty : Gluttony 
is a ſuffocating of Nature, a Parent of Diſeaſes, and an 
Abuſe of Moderation: Exceſſive Drinking darkens the | 
. Underſtanding, clouds the Judgment, and impairs the 
Health. Envy grieves when others rejoyce, withers when. 
others flouriſh, waſtes away, when others grow ſtrong, 
and is ever diſturbing its own Tranquillity, by repining } 
at the good Fortune of others. Anger is a haſty Fit of 
Rage, grateful to none, bur hurtful to many; it is a 
ſudden Madneſs, a Domeſtick Enemy, and a diſturber | 
of Peace: Fornication is abhorr'd by God, hateful to the 
Vertuous, and deſtructive of the Soul: Adultery tempts 
the Faithleſs, wrongs the Innocent, and violates the Sa- 
cred. Matrimonial Vow : Lying is Reproachtul, Sordid | 
and ridiculous : Slandering is odious, baſe and infamous: 
Covetouſneſs is a ſtarving of the Poor, a pining of Na- 
ture, and a miſtruſt of Providence: An Haughty Spirit is 
theFore-runner of Miſery, a Purtuivant to Ruin, and a 
Harbinger of Penury : An airy Humour diſcovers a var 
nity of Heart, a wild Fancy and roving Imaginations z} 
A wand'ring Mind is trifling, giddy and negligent : Wa- 
vering Deſires confound the Thoughts diſcompoſ the 
Soul and eclipſe the Rational Faculty: Much intention off 
Thought oppreſſes the Animal Spirits, weakens Nature, 
and cauſes the Memory to decay: A multiplicity of Words 
is ungrateful to the Wiſe, jarring to judicious Ears, and un- 
becoming the Speaker: A generous Temper is aſſaulted by 
the Audacious, invaded by the Knaviſh, and falls a Via 
to the Inſolent: Worldly Wiſdom puffs up the Heart, cor 
rupts the Underſtanding, and raiſes an over-fond Opini 
on of its own Abilities. Proſperity is a gilded Chair 6 
State to pleaſe the Inconſiderate, and tranſport them will 
55 A 
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Imaginary Joys, as it were a Young Child in a Sling: 
A filent Calm is but the raifingof a Miſt, a gathering of 
Clouds, and the preſage of a Storm: A bright Day is 
oon vail'd over by a thick Fogg, a Twilight-Evening, 
and a dark Night: War is a puniſhment to a Nation, a 
urge to the People, and the Juſt Judgment of an in- 
„ ity ; A Truce is but the ſounding of a Retreat 
die, à gaining of Time, and a railying for a new 
ac: But Righteouſneſy is the doing of Homage to the 
Almighty, and a conſcientious Regard to this Divine Laws: 
True Wiſdom is the Knowledge of our ſelves; and ſpi- 
ritual Generofity is the extending of Bowels of Compaſ- 
fion to Brethren of all manner of Perſwaſions; which ex- 
cellentQualiries are effectual for recommending us to the 
Favour of Heaven, here on Earth; and at laſt will tri- 
umphantly introduce us into the Manfions of Eternal Bliſs. 

Theſe are the true Idea's of the unſettled State of mi- 
Jerable Mortals, and a lively Emblem of the vanity of 
all Sublunary Injoyments ; plainly ſhewing, That an 
immortal Spirit cannot be circumſcrib'd by groſs Mat- 
ter, or {atisty'd with any thing leſs than the truition of 
its Infinite Crezrour ; being ever reſtleſs till it comes to 
be ſwallow'd up in the full contemplation of his Divine 
Excellencies and the unſpeakable Tranſpcłts of the Bea- 
tifick Viſion. Then why ſhould any reaſonable Man 
prefer A ers Delights before Everlaſting Reſt? For 
what will all the frivolous Vanities in this lower World, 
appear to be, when put into the Ballance with thoſe end- 
leſs folid Joys which (hall be teveal'd hereafter ; but 
empty Deluſions and meer yhadows, that ſerve only to 
amuſe unwary Souls; ſuddenly diſappearing like the 
Morning-dew, or an airy Phantome that has no real 
Subſtance ? If theſe Reaſonings be ſound and invincible, 
why do we not proſtrate our ſelves at the Throne of 
Grace and meekly implore the Divine Aſſiſtance in theſe 
Terms? O God the Father of Heaven, O God the Son 
Redeemer of the World , O God the Holy Ghoft proceeding 

rom the Father and the Son, have mercy upon us Miſe: 
rable Sinners; and unite ws in the Bonds of Love and 
rue Religion, that we may henceforth joyn as one Body of 


390 1 * - 7 . 
47 Pluf = , 7 5 1 5 3 EC :.'4 74 N. + A of 2 bf V ag ner the Ben. 
4 | — He 


Ls © Ig 


* 33 


ver of the great Captain of our Salvation, againſt our in- 
— l kn the Fleſh 27 the Devil: 
Grant that we may from time to time make à flritfk Scra- 
tiny into the flate of our Souls; ſo that all the 1 
they have contratted, be thoroughly clean d by the 
moſt precious Bloud of that Immaculate Lamb that was 
flain and has redeemed us out of every Kindred and 
Tongue, and People and Nation: Afeſt xs Almghty 
Lab _ gracious Favour in the making up of our 
Accounts with thee +, let the pitifulneſs of thy great Mer- * 
cy blot all our paſs'd Provocations out of thy Remembrance, 
and work in our Hearts a Godly Sorrow and a (incere* 
Repentance, with a ſtedſaſt Reſolution to reform and 4 
mend our Ways ;. fo that we may continually Lroe in thy 
Peace, Die in thy Favour, and be admitted into the Ever- 
lafting Manſions of Bliſs, thro' the ſole Merits of Feſu 
brift our Ever-bleſſed Redeemer Amen. 5 
By this means we may learn to lead a Life exempla- 
plary to others, and profitable to our ſelves ; fo that when-" 
ever the King of Terrours ſhall bid us halt upon ur 
March thrô this Vale of Miſery, we may have nothing 
elſe to do but reſign our ſpotleſs Souls into the Hands of | 
a faithful Creatour, committing our chaſte Bodies to 
the downy Duſt of the Earth, as good Seed for a glori- 
ous Reſurrection to Eternal Life: Then every one of us 
may exhort our dear Relations that attend us to be con- 
ſtant in treading the Paths of Righteouſneſs, and re- 
mind them of their own Mortality in ſome ſuch empha- 
tical Expreſſions as theſe : © Concern not your ſelves at 
my near approach to the Everlaſting Doors of Eternity, 
© neither be diſmay'd at my entrance upon a ſecure States 
* of Salvation; ſince I have finiſh'd the great Vork I came 
* into the World to do. But let me prevail with you to 
. © uſe your utmoſt Indeavours for the making 45 your Cal. 
© ling and Election ſure, and confirming your Title to E 
© ternal Glory, now in the time of Health and Proſperi- 
ty; for it is not long ere you muſt lean your aking Heads 
© on a reſtleſs Couch, and draw as near to the Gates of 
Death, as now you behold me your beloved Kinſman 
* and Darling-Friend : Therefore be perſwaded to wean 
your Affections from Things below and magnanimouts. 
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iy to contemn a vain World with all ĩts frivolous Toys; 


there is nothing in them, but imaginary Dreams and 
© idle Fancies, that ſerve only to withdraw unwary Souls 
from Chriſt, and makes them apoſtatize from his Holy 
Religion. Oh! Pray earneſtly that God would vouch- 
* ſafe 0 Seal your Pardon in Heaven, before you go hence 
* and be no mort ſeen, and ere pale-tac'd Death begins to 
*ſtare you in the Face. You may perceive that the King 
* of Terrours ſtartles the Righteous at rhefirſt Onſet; but 
how much more terrible will he be to incorrigible Sin- 
ners, who have ſupinely neglected tocaſt up their Ac-. 
© counts with Heaven, and have made no ſatisfaction for 
the Miſdeeds of a Careleſs Life. Oh! Pray with un- 
© utterable Sighs, Groans and Tears, That this my Depar- 
ture and ſage Advice may be effectually Sanclif/ to 
| © your precious Souls; fo that when I lye inbalm'd in 
the Tomb of mournful Silence, you my dear Relati- 
ons and Friends may ſhine in the Firmament of Vertue, 
© as Stars of the firltMagnitude.to inlighten Minds cloud- 
ed with the darknefs of Errour, and to reclaim the Diſ 
©obedient, bringing them to the Wiſdom of the Fauſt. 
God of his Infinite Mercy grant, That you may be ſo 
| © Divinely quality'd, having your reſplendent Lamps al- 
ways ready trimm'd and fill'd with ſuck precious Oil, 
in order to meet the great Bride. groom and Biſhop of your 
Souls: By which means, when cold Death comes to 
becken you hence, you'll be inabled to look up with 
| ©Cheerfulneſs and Aſſurance, leaving the World with a 
| © profound Peace of Conſcience and ſedateneſs of Mind, 
das you now behold me in this Conjuncture; for alths 
all the formidable Forces of the grim Tyrant ate draw- 
ing up in Batrel-array, to ſtorm my Soul out of this 
*ruinous Fort of Fleſh; nevertheleſs I am not afraid 
of their outragious Inſults; but at this very Inſtant 
Ill put up my humble Petitions to Heaven and ſay:O A/- 
nighey Father of Spirits, and Ever. living God thou Eter- 
l King of Glory, my Soul is now ready trimmd to ap- 
pear in thy e thy Legions of Holy Angels 
| rs convey it beyond the Fir mament of ſpangling Start; 
chere it may 
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for I can aſſure you, upon my own aged Experience, 


ever praiſe thy Name and offend no” | 
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; nce inlighten the Apoſtles on the Day of Pentecoſt with thy 


Sucred Inſpiration, pour down I moſt humbly beſeech thee. 


he abundance of thy Heavenly Grace 7 my diſcon ſolate 
Foul in this its laſtExtremity,and waft it over ſafe beyond 
he ſhining Skies, where the Seraphick Quire of Angels 
nd glorify'd Spirits is mvigorated by the moſt benign in- 


uence of thy Divine Eſſence. O God the Father, Son 


nd Holy G beſt, come ſpeedily to my Relief, lead ne into 
be Preſence-Chamber of n Joys, and open 
he Kingdom of Heaven to my weary'd Soul : For now, 
ven noto, ny Lamp is ready ligbted, and blazes all over of 
: Flame, toit h the Precious Oil of Fauth: Make no long 
arrying O my God, leſt Satan come to draw over 4 

Bail of Darkneſs.as he us'd to do,when the effarts ofGrace 

ere weak, and Animal Spirits low. I have waited lon 


be Door of Mercy, O may Mercy it ſelf in the Abſtra 


1ppear and let me in. Come 170 away ye ſwift Harbin- 
ere Death, why lagg ye til 


wore. O thou moſt amiable Jeſus the Saviour of Mans: 
ind, I am now adorn'd for Heaven by thy Divine Bounty, - * 
nike ſpeed, and be not flack, leſt I faint for want of pre- 
nt Aid: O! come and reiſe me up to iboſe lofty Man- 
ſont, "that are above the Orb of a material Sun, where. 
bou inbabiteſt and thy Father Reigns World without End. 

) thou moſt Glorious and Ever-bleſſed Spirit, who did'ſt. 


behind, why is your Cha- 
riot ſo long in coming: Be not flow, but fly away :with | 


'- 
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1 poſſible ſpeed, and conduct me thro the ſhades of the - * I 
ilent Graue; for I earneſtly long to be diſſolbꝰd and abide 
wth Chriſt , that 1 may experimentally know what 


aints injoy. It cannot be unknown 10 the Soveratgn Ces. 


Jour of the Univerſe, That my Soul is quite tir d out 


with continuing ſo long in the Tents of Kedar, in a gloomy. -. 
Wilderneſs of Werldly Vanities: I am faln fick of Eove, 


O when ſhall I ſolgce my ſelf with the ſweet Inbraces of I 1 


my Everbleſſed Redeemer ? 


I. How long Lord Jeſus Fuſt and True, will it be, ere! 
Full ſoar up on high tothe 7 Regions of E 0 ; 
e by 


B'iſs? Sure the time can't be long, as I percerve 


4 2 
gathering Clouds of Death, which are now houering es A 
all the Parts of a weak Body: Oh. my Saviour, I would 
fan be at reft ; my Soul thirſts after thec, and is as impart 
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ent ar the nimble Hart me king for the Waterbrooks 
OH come- quickly, and ſatisfy its longing Defires with Ce- 
leſtial Streams of Living Water, that are continually flom: 
ing from the Fountain of Life. [ have mourn'd ſo often in 


Secret, that I am not able to lament any longer; Thave 


% 
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* pray'd ſo frequently in Publick, that I cannot put up any 


more Petitions : But: why do ft thou complain O my Soul, 


Ft. ſince Chriſt can ſooner leave off to be happy, than negled 10 


reſeue thee from the Jaws of Eternal Death and the bottom. 
leſs Pit of Hell, in this needful Hour, no, no my beloved Soul 
he will never forſakethee,but come within a little while and 
recervethee intoone of his Heavenly Manſions; where thou 
wilt defift from complaining ceaſe io dread andleave off Mi. 
ſtruſt; for the Eruitsof a Holy Life, are a bleſſed Death and 
aſſurance for ever. Ob my Precious Soul, rejoyceè that thou 


haſt a favourable Opportunity ofgoing toHeaven ſo ſoon, for 


etre afew Minutes are over, thou toilt be Coton d with a ne- 


. 
— 
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ver. fading Diadem of Glory: Then exult my Soul, upon at; 


count that the Inſtant is near at Hand, when thou ſbalt war- 


il 
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Holy Ghoſt, during a boundleſs Eternity, 10 Everlaſting 
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1 tient as the nimble Hart 157 25 for the Vater brooks 


Oh come quickly, and ſatisfy its longing Defires with Ce- 
leſtial Streams of Living Water, that are continually flow: 
ing from the Fountain of Life. I have mourn'd ſo often in 
Secret, that I am not able to lament any longer; Thave 
ra d ſofrequonily in Publick, that I cannot put up any 
more Petitions : But why do ſt thou complain O my Soul, 
Since Chri(t can ſooner leave off to be happy, than neglel to 
reſeue thee from the Jaws of Eternal Death and the bottom. 
leſs Pit of Hell, in this needful Hour, no, no, my beloved Soul 
be will never forſake t hee, but come within a little while and 
recerve thee intoone of his Heavenly Manſions, where thou 
wilt deſiſt from complaining,ceaſe to dread andleave off Mi. 
ſtruſt; for the Fruits of a Holy Life, are a bleſſed Death and 
aſſurance for ever. Oh my precious Soul, rejoyce that thou 
haſt a favourable Opportunity ofgoing toHeaven ſo ſoon, for 
ere a few Minutes are over, thou wilt be Crown'd with a ne- 
ver- ſading Diadem of Glory : Then exult my Soul, upon ac: 
count that the Inſtant is near at Hand, when thou ſhalt war- 
ble forth the Praiſes of the moſt gracious King of Saints in 
an „ State of Happineſs, that is altogether un- 
&nown to daring Infidels. Now I am ready to bid Farewell 
ro inſnaring Sin, undo a deceitful World, with all its frivo- 
louis Vanities, pleaſing Bubbles and airy Phantomes : I bid 
Farewell to a diſconſolate Wife, crying Children and ſcr. 
rowſul Relations: Ibid A. dieu to mournful Friends, lov: 
ing Servants and ungrateful Enemies; to conclude, I bid 
em all an ultimate Farewell: For now I'm juſt going thr 
the Valley of the ſhadow of Death zo rake full poſſeſſion | 
of a Palm of Glory, a Haven of Reſt and a Kingdom of 
Peace; where Thouſands, ten "Thouſands and Millions of 
Seraphick Angels, Glorify'd Spirits, and Bleſſed Martyrs, 
with all the nac rous Hoſt of Saints, Holy Men, aud Vert 
ous Women, will ring out loud Peals of Foy; inceſſantly 
ebanting forth Songs of Praiſe, Hymns of I hankſgroing, 
and Angelical Hallelujahs, 10 God the Father, Son and\ 


Ager, and lime without end: Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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